
~ Chronology, before 1900 ~

1641 The Virginia colony, under Governor William
Berkeley, received an order from the King of
England to maintain the Church of England with
parishes patterned after those in England.

1697 Trinity Church at New York City was established,
the first parish church in New York State.

1706 In South Carolina, the Church of England was
established as the religion of the state.

1715 An act was passed in North Carolina for the
establishment of the Church of England as the
religion of the state.

1758 In Georgia, the Church of England was estab-
lished with provision for eight parishes. In 1777,
with the adoption of a Georgia State constitution,
the existing parishes were formed into counties.

1776 Pennsylvania, New York, and Delaware disestab-
lished themselves from the Church of England.
Virginia and North Carolina did the same the next
year.  Colonists resented the taxes levied for the
support of the clergy. Dissenters came into being,
and membership of the established church began
to decline. The hostilities of the Revolutionary
War brought hardships to clergy and members
alike.  Because of loyalty to their king, many lost
their property or were exiled.

1783 A conference of Episcopal churches met at Annap-
olis, MD, adopting the name of Protestant Episco-
pal Church. The use of Protestant was to
distinguish it from the Catholic Church of Rome.
The name Episcopal was chosen to differentiate
from the Presbyterians and Congregationalists.
After 1967, it has been known simply as the Epis-
copal Church.

1789 The first meeting of the House of Bishops was
held, and a church constitution was adopted.

1790 South Carolina disestablished itself from the
Church of England.

1873 Rising out of the Oxford Movement in England, a
separation of the group became the Reformed
Episcopal Church.

 ~ Records, Resources ~

In colonial days, the vestry exercised local government
functions as well as church administrations. Vestry min-
utes for most of the Episcopal parishes in Virginia were
printed by the Virginia Historical Society and can be found
in many research libraries and on microfilm through the
Genealogical Society of Utah and its Family History Li-
braries.

Most recent records of the Episcopal Church are in the
custody of the rector or the parish itself although some
have been microfilmed by a church archive.

“The basic unit of organization of the Protestant Episcopal
Church is the parish. The parish is presided over by a priest
called a Rector. Church Wardens have charge of the church
records and collections of alms and offerings and the Ves-
trymen have charge of the church property. A limited
number of parishes will form a diocese presided over by a
Bishop. Several Diocese will form a Convocation. Pre-
cincts were divisions of parishes and Provinces were divi-
sions of the so-called general Convention.” -- E. Kay
Kirkham, A Survey of American Church Records,” 1978.

Episcopalian records are noted both for their completeness
and for their ample detail. From its earliest times, the
church  had the duty to keep vital statistics; this was partly
as a civic duty.  Parish registers typically  include baptisms,
marriages,  burials, communicants, confirmations, and
declarations of consecration of churches.

“No central depository for Protestant Episcopal records
exists. The earliest records are part of the archives of the
Church of England with microfilm copies in the Library of
Congress and at the University of Texas.   --Richard W.
Dougherty. “Church Records in the United States.” In The
Source, 1984 edition, edited by Arlene Eakle and Johni
Cerny.
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