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After receiving my grandparents’ collection of postcards, I decided to 
scan some to share over the Internet. I then chose to format the pages 
for easy viewing with Adobe Reader.      -- Beverly Whitaker

My grandparents, Louis and Edna, each collected 
postcards before and after their marriage in 1912. 
Their albums contain nearly a thousand postcards 
of great variety, and the messages offer glimpses 
into their lives during that period. 

A card from this set, printed in Germany, was mailed from southeastern Iowa by Louis to 
Edna about once a week during June of 1918. She was visiting her parents down in the Mis-
souri boot-heel. Unlike the rest of the cards in their collection, these required 2 cent stamps. 
The early ones are products of the “penny postcard” era.



Floral cards were extremely popular 
in this era. The Tuck company, “Art 
Publishers to Their Majesties The 
King & Queen,” was the largest 
British publisher of picture post-
cards. 

On the back of the card in the mid-
dle is the imprint, Raphael Tuck & 
Sons ”Art“ Series 6881. Tuck’s 
cards were printed and numbered in 
a series to appeal to the many per-
sons collecting cards during the first 
15 years of the 20th Century. In the 
corner it says, “Chromographed in 
Saxony.” 

Most cards sold before World War I 
were printed in Germany or Austria.

Edna was valedictorian of her high school class 
in 1908. On the card below, she wrote, “class 
flower of 1908.”



Louis LeRoy DeLong Edna Pearl Britton DeLong

Louis’ album was about half the size of Edna’s. The al-
bums had complementary covers--hers was labeled 
POSTCARDS. His was titled ALBUM. Neither album 
was chronological. Some pages had an obvious theme. 
Romance was a popular postcard theme and showed up 
in both albums.

 
The card above held a surprise under it. Two photos 
dropped out, one of Louis and one of Edna, both on thin 
paper, royal blue ink on white paper. My guess was that 
these were made at a county fair during their courtship. 
However, I later learned that these may have been from 
Edna’s own collection of photos which she herself de-
veloped.

 
The card on the right was mailed to Edna with a message 
forecasting her future with Louis: “This Picture is a true 
prophecy of the near future. So life like and real. Isn’t 
the resemblance striking.”
 



Flowers were sometimes used to “mat” a scenic view. Dark backgrounds were 
occasionally used for a striking effect. These two cards were part of a series, 
printed in Germany, but they were sent by two different people, in 1909.

While she was away at college, 
living in a dormitory, Edna 
received this card from her 
mother who uses Edna’s nick-
name, “Dot.” 

In tiny print down in the corner, 
it says, “The Gibson Art Com-
pany. Printed in Germany.”
 



CONTENTS OF ALBUM PAGES 

Albumpage 1 has as its theme: COURTING. 

Albumpage 2 features ANIMALS. 

Albumpage 3 shows some GENERAL GREETINGS. 

Albumpage 4 celebrates SPRING, SUMMER, and FALL. 

Albumpage 5 is for WINTER HOLIDAYS. 

Albumpage 6 is set aside for NOVELTY cards. 

Albumpage 7 shows off the LADIES and fashion.

Albumpage 8 features CHILDREN.

What can you tell me about postcards in this period?

I am only beginning to learn about the designing, pub-
lication, printing and distribution of postcards during 
the late 1800s and early 1900s. I will welcome your 
comments or recommendations for websites and books 
to help me educate myself in this area. But since I'm 
not an authority on these matters, I won't be respond-
ing with advice for you!



Postcard Category: Courting
Albumpage 1

Some actors and actresses made a career of pos-
ing for photographic shots like those appearing 
here. 

There was a popular series of "Spooners," which 
always displayed a teaspoon along with a couple 
engaged in "spooning." Sometimes
these cards were printed in blue or green.





Postcard Category: Animals
Albumpage 2

People across the ages have always enjoyed animals, both for their beauty 
and for humor. Here are samples of both types. Which do you prefer?



In the early 1900s, the penny postcard was a favorite way to deliver 
a greeting. Besides holiday greetings, people sent congratulations and 
best wishes, good luck, happy birthday, and on occasion a "get well" 
card, but condolences were apparently sent within handwritten letters.

Albumpage 3
Postcard Category: General Greetings



Greeting Cards -- Miniature Works of Art



Postcard Category: Spring, Summer, and Fall
Albumpage 4

St. Patrick's Day, Easter, April Fool's Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day,
Halloween, and Thanksgiving were all celebrated with postcards. 

St. Patrick's Day
"Good Luck" cards appeared throughout the year, but especially on St. Patrick's Day. 
The shamrock was a popular motif.

 Easter
Many Easter cards were printed although few of them depicted religious content. 
Usually the choice was in favor of rabbits etc.



Thanksgiving
The turkey (dead or alive) has become a symbol for Thanksgiving 
and appears on many cards for this American holiday. 

Halloween
Today's Halloween isn't observed quite like it was in 
Grandpa's day.  But the cards still have great appeal. 



Postcard Category: WINTER HOLIDAYS

Drab days of winter were brightened by postcards at Christmas, New Year's, and Valentine's Day. 

The earliest holiday greeting cards were for the occasions of Christmas and Valentine's Day. New 
Year's greetings became quite popular, too, and were purchased and mailed more often than in to-
day's greeting card market. Artists showed a lot of creativity, encouraging persons to welcome the 
new year. One popular set decorated the numbers of the year. Often a small calendar was attached. 
Frequently New Year's cards depicted good luck symbols which included the four-leaf clover, lady-
bugs, mushrooms, a pig; even a design similar to the swastika was once considered a sign for good 
luck. Leap Year cards were a limited market but seemed to have been taken more seriously in those 
days before women's liberation. 

Christmas
Beautiful winter scenes were often accompanied by seasonal symbols, especially bells, holly, and 
mistletoe. Angels and musical instruments were popular, too, just as they are today. Messages were 
generally short and simple.

Albumpage 5



New Year's
New Year's greetings were quite popular. Some added a calendar; 
others used bells, a clock, or a good luck symbol.

Santa Claus as a symbol of Christmas evolved in 
costume over the first fifteen years of this century.



Leap Year
Many Leap Year cards were comic, but the underlying message may have been serious. 
On the other hand, some were mailed unsigned, which would seem to negate the effect! 

Valentine's Day
Valentines were used in England as early as 1667, mentioned by Samuel Pepys in his writings.
Not surprisingly Valentines and Christmas cards were among the earliest and most elaborate 
commercially manufactured cards throughout the 19th century. With the popularity of the 
penny postcard, designers were challenged to provide simpler flat cards with just an illustra-
tion and short message.



Postcard Category: Novelty          Albumpage 6

Collectors enjoy the variety in this category. Postcards were often made with the addition of fragile 
material such as appliques, feathers, glitter, tinsel, beads, fur, lace, ribbon, gold touches, tiny booklets 
and calendars. Woven ribbons were especially prized. Some cards were made of leather, metal, and 
birch bark or with cloth covers. Satin material with stuffing were used on some cards. Song cards and 
mechanical cards were published. Stereoptican postcards (3D) of foreign views became popular and 
remained so for many years. Pop-up cards and cut-up jigsaw puzzle cards were fun for the recipients. 
Add to this category advertising cards, macabre decadent art, and cartoons.

Leather

Leather cards were a novelty, but 
not practical for mailing!

A song card

Popular tunes were sometimes 
incorporated into postcards.

Macabre art with the usual skull

Although most cards were sentimen-
tal, beautiful, or comic, there was an 
assortment of cards in the style of 
decadent art, designed at the turn of 
the century on the Continent and ex-
ported to England and America. 

These macabre cards had skulls as 
their major motif. 



Find romance with the new electric lamp!

The "Lovelights" series of advertising postcards was an attempt to convince 
the public that electric light was "romantic." 

Club Emblems

Masonic emblems appeared in 
interesting fashion on some 
cards.



Political 

Some cards displayed political cartoons. 
Others were educational in nature.

This card was one of a series about the 
leaders of many countries.

Souvenir Cards

These celebrated special events 
or demonstrated civic pride. 

Some were decorated by the 
sender, using glue and tinsel 
which could be purchased in 
special kits.



Postcard Category: Ladies and Fashion
Albumpage 7





Postcard Category: Children
Albumpage 8

Perhaps because so many of the 
postcards were produced in 
Germany, the children pictured 
in cards were often European, 
frequently Dutch.

Cartoonish cards sometimes included children.



Turning Vintage Postcards 
into Greeting Cards & Calendars

 In addition to sharing postcards over the Internet in the 
form of web pages, I began to incorporate them into greet-
ing cards, including some sent via e-mail.  I also designed 
gift calendars. The cover for one of these appears below. 
Using a small photo album with 24 pockets, I inserted a 
postcard to face each month’s calendar.









Many vintage postcards bear their own 
messages and merely need to be scanned 

before adding a personal message.

These are some of my favorites.



 See Notes and Links to Our Genealogy 
and History Web Pages:

http://home.kc.rr.com/gentutor

Beverly Whitaker receives email at <gentutor@yahoo.com>

I hope you’ve enjoyed this selection of favorite postcards.

I encourage you to learn more about vintage postcards.

Go to the Internet and use a Search Engine. 
Type in the word “postcards” and you’ll find some good links

 for continued enjoyment.


