
 JOHN R. ELDER. – His great-grandfather, Robert Elder, emigrated to America from Ireland, about the 
year 1750.  He located in Path valley, Franklin county, Pennsylvania, where he died about the year 1810.  
According to the family traditions he was a man of small stature, bur great energy.  He was a farmer, and 
also dealt in horses, buying them in the north, training them and selling them in the south.  It is perhaps 
from this circumstance, that so many of his descendants have a great penchant for horse flesh.  Robert 
Elder brought a wife with him from Ireland.  Her maiden name was Elizabeth Watt.  By her he had two 
sons, David and Abraham.  After his first wife’s death, Robert Elder married again and became the father 
of five sons, to-wit:  John, Matthew, Robert, Samuel and Joseph.  Of the sons of the second wife but little is 
known.  The youngest one, Joseph, died in 1858, in Ligonier valley, Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, 
and some of his descendants are still there.  The son of the first wife, David and Abraham, removed to 
Half-moon, Centre county, Pennsylvania, shortly after the close of the revolution.  Abraham died there 
about 1825.  He was an extensive farmer, and kept a public house.  His son Robert inherited his estate, and 
became well known as a farmer and drover.  His (Robert’s) only surviving son is George W. Elder, an 
eminent lawyer of Lewistown, Pennsylvania.  David Elder removed to Spruce creek, Huntingdon county, 
Pennsylvania, in 1796.  He purchased a farm near the village of Graysville, where he died in 1823.  He 
served a short time in the army during the revolution, and was also in one of the expeditions against the 
Indians, in the western territory.  His wife was Jane Boggs, daughter of Andrew Boggs, who was one of the 
first settlers of Bald Eagle valley, Centre county, Pennsylvania, having settled there as early as 1767.  
David Elder had five sons and three daughters, nearly all of whom are now dead.  Robert, the oldest son, 
was the only one of them that ever located in Indiana county, Pennsylvania. 
 


