WILLIAN LYCURGUS BAIRD
by
Becky Reed : 5 o

Addendum to the Pearl Coleman papers pertaining to the genealogy of the different branches
of the "Bairds" back to England and Scotland. Our branch begins with Wilson Baird and
Sarah Bostick of Tennessee. But this histery is of only one branch of the Baird family:
William Lycurgus Baird, my grandfather and his descendants.

A little history of the beginning of the Baird name though would be of interest I think.

- According to a Mr. Chas, Guarine, who seems to be an authcrity on tracing names to their

source. This is what he hasz to say about the Baird name:

"The medieval "Bard" was a minstral as well as a poet, and played an important role in the
lives of the Ancient Celtic peorle. These Bards frequently acted as heralds, celebrating
the deeds of God's and Heros. They called men to battle and sang at Royal Festivals.
Shakespere was known as "The Bard of Avon." It was natural that a surname would evolve
from this rosition--in this case, eventually beccming Baird, particularly in Scotland.

The English version remained primarly Bond; and became an important name there during the
18th century. In Scotland, the Baird ancestary dates back to the de Bard family who held
land in La Markenird from the family of de Bigrees. In 1228 the great titles of the land
of Richard de Beard on the Secuth side of the Avon were granted to the manks of Lesmanhagen.
It is a very old name in the Parish of Ballantrae. Henry de Barde, who became a Knight,
received a crown charter from Robert I, during the 13CC's, The farily name appears often
in Scctiish history for many accomplishments. 8Sir David Baird was a famous British
General in the 1fth century. This surname was also held by several notable educators,

The Baird Coat of Arms is a red shield with a gold boar. The boar represents a warrior
and was the badge of Richard 111 of Englapd.

That's all verj'well, but a far cry from W. L. Baird who was the humble son of Dr, James
Baird 2nd Carclyn Hill, born in Gibson County Tenn. in 1B40, His grandparents were
Wilsen Eaird and Sarah Bostick--all from Tennesses,

W. L. came to Texas riding a horse all the way from Tenn. to deliver a message to the other
Baird's who had migrated and settled in North Texas, He rust have liked Texas, for he
settled down and married his second cousin, Elander Amanda, (name changed to Ellen Amanda
Baird), She was the dauphter of David Baird and Winefred Sloss of Simpson County, Ky.
Amanda, as the was called, was born in Kentucky, befcre her parents moved to Texas.

W. L. &nd Amanda lived on a farm in Eastland County, near Fioneer, Texas. They had five
crildren. Their names were: Lila Sloss Baird, Medicus Edear Eaird, Wm. Menroe Baird,
Carrie Adella Baird, and Chariey Baird. After they were all grown and married, most of
trem moved to the "Staked Plaines" (That was what that part of the country was called in
these days) in Petersburg, Hale C. Texas.

W. L. and Amanda decided to visit the children, and made the long, slow journey in a
covered wagon to the Flaines., I den't know just how leng they had been cut there when
Amanda took ill and died. M, E. Baird, my father, rode twenty-five miles cn a horse

tc set a doctor, but when they got back she hzd pcone. She died of locked bowels, they said.
I can barely remember my grandmother as I was only four years old when she disd,

Grandpa later =eld his farm in Fastland County and moved out there with the children.

After a while, I don't know just how leng, Grandpa met a widow from Correll Co. Tex.

who was visiting relatives out there. Her name was Betsy Griffin. She owned a big farm
fifteen miles South of Gatesville, Tex. They pot married and roved back to her farm.

But later thney moved to Abilene, Tex., Then in a few months they bought a ranch thirty
miles south of Abilene in the Moro mountaine. (Now called Happy Valley). later they found
a place they liked better because it nad more suitable farm land for cotton, ete., not just



ranching., This place was five miles scuth of them in the edge of the little burg of

| Mero., I was staying with them then. I think I was eight years cld when I went to stay
with them. This place was in a beautiful syot, surrounded by mountains except right in
front. [he; built a house on the back of the land close to the mountain--then later
grandra built another house for Uncle Charley. Uncle Charley did most of the farm work
and locked after the stock. Grandpa lived in this place until his death in 1910. My
father brought him to our place in Abilene and nuarsed him through his long illness.
Betsy continued tc live on the place and hired help after Uncle Charley and Aunt Dilly
moved on a farm close to Cisco, but after a while she moved to Brownwood with her niece.
She was in her eighties when she died.

W. L. and Betsy had no children, but here are the children of W. L. and Amanda:

Lial Sloss wzs the oldest, a dauzhter who was born in Heney Grove, Tex. in 18t8. She
married a minister by the name of John Thomas Fhillips in 1884, They lived on the Flaines
at Petersburg. They had sixteen children. Aunt Lila died June 28, 1961 in Portalis,

New Mexico. Their children according to thelr socn, Wesley Fhillips:

1. William Carrell - born 1885 - married Emily Eridges and ~oved to Fairbanks Alaska
in 1925.
2. Ellen Fhillirs - died at age 1C.
3 Thomas Wesley Fhillips - born 1888, M. Erma MeClish. Lived most of his life in
. Lubbuck, Texas, and =till lives there.
4. Nina Fhillips - died at age 17 months.
5. Joseph Fhillirs - died at age 2C.
€. Eell Phillips - nc infermation.
7. Winnie Fhillips - m. Dink Finn and lived at Lubbuck, Tex. She died in 1543,
Winnie's daughter, Ruth Finn, M. Harvey McGeehee, Taught school in Fort Worth, Tex.
8. Wendell Fhillips - iived in S5an Angelo, Tex.
9. Emma Phillips -- no information.
1G. Noah Fhillips % »
11. Amos FPhillips - lived at Hood River, Cole. M., Lila Ditto, rerortedly had six childrer.
2. Mary Fhillips - lived at Slaytcn, Tex.
13. Faul Phillips - San Angelo, Tex.
14. Silas Fhillips - Vietoria, Tex.
! 15. Timothy Friliips - lived at Delta, Colo.
G 1lt¢, Sarah Fnillips - nc infermaticn.

Medicus Edpar B.ird, =¢én of W, L. and Amanda Baird, born Feb. 13, 1871, M. Esther Eliz-
abeth Keith 12-25‘!72; They had tws children, Beula, called Eecky, and Aaron Faul, I

was born in Pionser, Tex., and I think Pzul was bern in Tlainview, I'm not sure. we

lived in Ficneer urtil I was four yezrs cld and then roved to Fetersburg. I can rem-
erber the long trip well. Fron Ficneer to Tetersburg is a long way esrecially in a covered
wagen, We finally made it bhoughs and when we reached the cap-rock (thet's where the low
land meets the high! our horses just cculdn't pull the weeon up. Daddle had to unload

the wapen and carry the things up piece by piece. What a time we had! I'm sure I wasn't
much help. NMara was sitting on a rock up on tor and Dadaie called up to her and said,
"What are you thirking about ncw Esther?” 8he rerlied, "I'm thirking about the Devil
right new." The "Brakes" under the car—rcck looked like where the gentleman weuld live.
After we sot every thine uf there, we drove on for a while, and we care to a little lake,
Daddie said, "Tris is a poed Tlace tc carp Tor the night." 2ut in the nipht mama woke up
screaming--something ccld had crawled acreoss her breast. Daddy hurridly lighted the lan-
tern ard found a gila-menster in kted with us. There wes very little sleeri .- zfter that.
Next day we were driving down the rcad (mere of a trail than a road) and we saw what we
thcught was a man stznding up on the road ahead. We were amazec, we kadn't seen anycne
for daye, and a man being way out there in the middle of nowhere in that vast flat land
seemed impossibtle. But as we drew cleser, it came down and went intc a badger hole. It
was a badger. He was just as amzzed 25 we were, and stznding on hind feet to see us better.
Of ccurse the mirage caused the illusion. In thcse days tefore the land porpulated, ne
trees, no nothing but tall grass waving in the wind. you could emagine seeing all kinds
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of thinge, laker of water, and 8ll kinds of forms dancing in the wind. The next dey we came
to a déug-out where some pecrle lived. They were so plad to see us they care running out to
meet us. How they survived way out there, I den't know, But they were holding down a land
grant from the government. Feople taking up land out there in those days had to live on the
land for a nurber of months out of the year. We rested up a few days with them, and when we
left the, walked down the road with us for a mile or twe.

We finally arrived at Peterrburg and Aunt Deli's. Peterszburg was a little burg of several ro-
rench h-uses, a general store and post office. The store and Fost Office were run by a
family nemed White, Aunt Dell married one of the White boys, Uncle John White.

Uncle John and Aunt Dell owned a little adcbie house of two rocms. You can emagine how
crowded we were. But we were all so happy to be together. The Fhillips family also lived
therey Uncle John and Aunt Lila, I think Aunt Dell was visiting them when she met and
married John White. It's all a little hazy now. But I do remember a big hail storm that
killed some calves; and I'll never ferget hew the mother cows balled for their calves. And

the wolves howling at night certainly made an impression c¢n me,

For some reason or another we moved to Flainview. They were having a2 big land bocm, and
the place was so crowded we couldn't find a place to live. There were tents, ad pecrle
camping out all over the rlace, Finally we found a place, only because no one else would
live in it, It was surposed to be haunted. Daddy said, "I'm not afraid of "Haints" and

we moved in. It was a big two story adobie house, and someore had been murdered in one

of the rooms up stairs, so the steory went; and sure encugh there was blood all over the
floor in cne reem. All we ever heard was like scmecne walking down the stairs dragging a
chain cr something. Daddie would wait until they got near and then strike a match--nothing.

Then we had an epidemic of small pox, and the people nearly panicked. They took all the
ratients out on the prarie in big tents. Daddie was vaxinated and went out there to help,
When we needed to talk to him, we drove out there in a bugey, and stand way off and shout
to him with the wind tc our backs. Then Daddie came down with Verola, which is a light
form of small-pox.

I don't remerber just hcw leng we lived out there until we moved back to Abilene where
grandra and Betsy were living at that time. Daddy got a job as foreman on a ranch south of
Abilene, and that's where our troubles started. Paul was three or four years old and I

was eight. Mamma didn't like it out there as a ranchers wife. She was young and pretty, and
eut off from her family and friends, Anyway she get somecne to drive her and the two child-
ren to Eastland Co. and her rarents. Grardra Keith, her father was a lawyer, and she didn't
have any trcuble retting a divorce. FBut grazndra Keith was 8 good friend of Daddie's and
said it wasn't fair for her to have both children. I was the oldest and was awarded to ny
father, 1'll never forget these awful times: 1 cried all the way to Cisco where grandpa
took me to catch the train teo Abilene. PBut when I saw my Daddie I was so harpy to see him
I scen pot all right, Daddie put me in schocl, and we did fine until his health got bad

and the doctor wanted him to back cut West. I went to stey with Grandra Baird and Betsy.
They had moved to Moro by then. I walked twc miles to school. For scme reason I called
Betsy "¥a". She was wonderful to re, she and egrandpa both. They were very religious
people, and they saw to it that I learred the bikle from cover to cover. We went to churqh
on Sunday and prayer meeting on Wed. evening. Had the preacker for Sunday dinner nearly
every Sunday. When I look back though, I believe it was the harpiest part of my life,

I loved it on thet farm. Then grendra moved over to the big farm he bought where there was
more roor for cotton and feed. But I never liked this place as well as the old ranch place,
where it was so picturesque, nestled deown behind a mountain on a spring fed creek. Eut the
cther jlace was beautiful too, and not so far tc walk to schocl. I described this rlace
above,

Well,then Daddie married again. His second wife was Miss Ella Williams of Abilene. Daddy
wanted me to live with them. Grandra didn't want re to. They thought I would back-slide
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in my religien that they so carefully taught ne. Grandra told me if I would stay with
them until I was grown and married they would will me the place and everything. But I
wanted tc go to the big dity, and grandra gave in with the understanding that Daddie
wonld put me in Abilene Christian Cocllege. (Grarndra helped to raise the money to build
that college). I started in in the Academy part in the fifth grade, I think., We did fine
Daddy had & gooed business; Ella and I were grest friends. Ohe was only nineteen when
they married. After a year cr two Daddie added another business (bicycles) in Ballenger.
Daddie di=d Nov. 26, 195C.

The second child cf Esther and Edgar (called Ed) Baird, was Aaron Paul Baird, born Aug.
1. 1898, Paul and I were great pals. I puess we enjoyed each other so much because we
were torether only in the surmer. When we were at Moro we roamed those hills like regular
hill-billies. We would take san” iches and be pone all day. Grandra would say, "As long
ar they take Shep, the dog ai-ng, I knew he will bring them back home," One day we found
a cave; =nd we knew there weore widd cats in those hills, but we crawled in anyway; we
got back a ways where iL was nearly dark, and we =aw two big eyes a staring at us, and we
didn't waste any time getting out ef there, and rin all the way hcre scared to death.

We never ventured in that cave again.

One evening after that Aunt Dillie cezme rushing in the front door, carrying both kids
and so frightened she couldn't tell us what was the matter for a while. When she gct her
breath said a wild cat came tc her front door (guess they didn't have screens) and was
coming cn in---che screamed and the cat backed up a little and she grabbed the kids and
went out the beck deor and ran with them to grandpa's. The cat was trying to get away
from the dogs. Grandra teook his gun and went down there but the cat was goné,

Paul moved to Utah when he was grown, and I didn't see him for years. He married a girl
by the name of Dorothy Hurley Christensen. They had one son, Homer Hurley Baird- born
Nov.15, 1930. . He is called Rocky. I didn't see him until he was a grown man. Rocky
married Donna ‘June Weaver—--she was a widow with two girls. Bocky and Donna live in
Ketchikan, Alaska. Paul died Nov. 4, 1975.

I had one ehild, a son named Cerald Keith Long--name changed to Reed after I diverced
Henry Long and married E. D. Reed in 1923. E. D. rade a wonderful father for Gerald and
loved him like his cwn. E. D, died Dee, &, 1%72.

Gerald Reed married Helen Virpinia Pall, May 8, 1937. They had three children---Carclyn,

SIN-B_cey. 20, 1545

B. Nov. 29, 1937; Bill - bern Cct. 2, 1940; Gay Ann - B. April 18, 1948, Carolyn married gy

Paul Eobert, and they had one son, Jchn Paul Robert - E. Cet, 31, 19¢5. Bill married
Lueda Johnson, and they had two children: Ecottie B.May 14, 15(3:+ Gay Ann married Bob
Dilg, and they had two children: Keita- born _Jan. 26, 1976; Christopher. torn Dec. 24,
1978.

Vernon Edward Baird, ton of M. E. Baird and Ella Williams - bern June 10, 19Cé. First
marriage to Edna louise Dalton in Astec, New Mex. Vernon's seccnd marriage was to
Francés Alene Taylor,

Vernon Baird and Edna Louise Daiton had cne sen - Clayton Dalton Paird. Clayton married
a girl by the name of JO Ann Garcia, May 1953 in Salt lLake City, Utah, And they had six
children: 1st, Ronald Eugene Baird, b. Feb. 4, 1957 in Toole, Utah. (Ronald married
Suzanne Elisabeth Richards, June 12, 192C. He ffraduated from the U. S, Air Force Academy
Msy 28, 198C. He was the mest outstanding cadet in mathematics award, and graduated in

“the tor 15% of hisCtass. He is now in Flight Filats Training at Williams Air Force Base.

Arizona., Ronald is now 23 years of age.) 2nd - Shurna Baird, b. Cet. 30, 1958. 3rd,
Douglas Baird, b. March 19, 19¢0. 4th, Eva Kathleen Baird, b. Cet. 17, 19€1. 5th,

Robert Paul Baird, b, May 26, 19¢3. ¢€th, Terp Lynne Baird, b. Sept, 3rd, 196k.

' Vernon Baird and Alene Taylor had seven children and they were: Denald Ray Baird, b.

Nov, 27, 1940. Carol Ann Baird, b. May 9, 1942. Frances Allene Baird, b. Jan. 30,

'_ 19L,. Linda Faye Baird, b. April 3, 1946. Verneice Baird, b. July 11, 1947.
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Jecsie Edear Baird, b, Sert. 7, 1949. tHymanda Kay Bsird, b, Dec. 2 . 195C.

Cral Orene Baird, daughter of M. E. and Ella Williame, born April 17, 1909, Married Bob

Williamron, April 17, 1927. They lived ir Austih, Texas. Eob died Nev. 15, 19¢C. Opal

and Beb's, two children lived in Dallss, and after Bob's desth Cral moved to Dallas, ard
is =till living there.

ot

Robbie Joann Williamsen, daughter of Cpal and Bob Williamson, bern Jan. 24, 1929. Joann
married Earl Willeford, Nov. 194¢. They had four children: Becky, b. Aug. 2. 1948.
Billy, b. Nov, 26, 1950. Jannetz, b, Jan, &, 1953. Eddie, Avril 15, 1958. Joann and
Earl now live close to Garza Lake at Aubrey, Texas.

s
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i Dezn J. Williamson, scn of Oral and Bob Williamsen, B. July &. 1932, Married Jerry Wilcox.
They heve three children: Terry, b. Feb. 1, 1358, Rebbie, b. March 15, 19€0. Jennifer,
b. Fet, 2&, 19¢3, Dean and Jerry live in Dallas.

i

“"" Wn. Monroe Baird, son of W. L. and Amenda Baird, b. 1874. Married Minerva Garrett of
Weetherford, Parker County, Texes, They had one child, a daughter named Gladys. They

{ lived in Weatherford most of their married life. Uncle Von died Feb, 15, 19€7.

f :

| Gladys Baird, daughter of Monroe and Minerva Baird, b. Nov. 19C1. Gladys married Chas.

j McCullar. They lived most of the time in Weatherford. After Chas. died, Gladys moved to

Dallzs: but she alwavs longed for heme znd is now living back in Weatherford.

Cherles Wesley Baird, son of W. L. and Aranda Bazird, b. Feb. L, 1876. Married Dillie Melton
in Coryell County Jan. 10, 19C1, They lived in Eastland Co. near Rising Star, and Iin
Taylor Co. neer Moro, Texas: then in Knowles, N, ¥ex. for & year or two, then back to
Eastland County. Uncle Charley and Aunt Dillie had ten children as follows: Archie Baird,
B. May 9, 1902, Jonestero, Tex. Elva Ellis Baird, b. Dec. 30, 19¢3. Jonesboro. Johnie

Leta Baird, b. April 2, 1905, died Nov. 10, 1905, Morc, Tex. Wilmer Lesley Baird, b.

June 2L, 1906, Moro, Texas. Ruthie Baird, b. July 25, 191C. Knowles, New Mex. ZEunice
Almedz Baird, b. April 16, 1913. Knowles, New Mex. Neola Dell Baird, b. Aug. 10, 1917.
Jonesboro, Tex. 0. Dee Baird, b, Aug. 12th, 192C. Jcnesbore. Lenine Detbs Baird,b.

Nov. 19, 1922. Jewel Dean Baird, k. May 17, 1925, Ficneer, Texas.
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iy Carrie Adella Baird, davghter of William Lycurpus Baird and Amenda Baird, b. March 11,
E'} 18FC. Ficneer, Texst. Married Jokn Edwin White in 1898, Fetercburg, Tex, Aunt Dell and
B i Unele John had nire children, and they were: FEdwin Monroe White, b, Auz, 26, 1£€99.

ji Fetersburg, Tex, Clarerce Eugene wWhite, b. Feb, 1L, 19Cl. Married Lena Veadows. (Edwin
lewe . bonroe married Ansbel Boydeton). Ellen Funice White, b, April 22, 1903, Fetersburg.

: Married Hubert Qualls. Almeda Blanche White, b. Jume 10, 19C5, died May 23, 1931. Almeda
was married to Williar Shults. Alta Faye White, b. Feb. 19, 19C&, and died Feb. 14,
1970: rhe was rarried to Alvin Huff. Bosalee Mze White, b. March 10, 191C, Married Joe
Black. Niltcn Baird White, b. Feb. 14, 191k. Farried Ima Faye Acuff. Clovis Denton
White, b. April 5, 1617, died ¥ev. 19, 1680. Clovis never married. All of these were
born in Fetersburg. Letha Doris white, b, May 2€, 1919, Clovis, New Mexico. PFarried

C. w. Scrgen.

: Thanks te all of you for the infermation you furniched me; and especially to Eunice
F Qualls,who went to a lot of trouble i~ rounding ur so much material. All informaticn that
- I have will po to Pearl Coleman, t422 Vickery Blvd, Dallss, Texas. 75214.
- hlso to Cpal williamson for all the infermaticn she furnished.
Flease excuse all the mirtakes. Eecky Reed.




