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Familv of John  Walden Yeyers and Yary!Poll-i C,rub'er,'i;ruoer--- 7 

The e l d e s t  son  of  George and X a r g a r e t h a ,  Johannes ,  m a r r i e d  x a r i a / P o l l y  
Gruber jKruger .  A l l  t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  I ' v e  r e a d  s a y  he r  surname was Kruger /Cruger ,  
and some l i n k  h e r  t o  a  prominent  New York f a a i l y  by t h a t  name, b u t  I have re-
sea rched  t h a t  f a m i l y  tho rough ly  and do n o t  f i n d  a l i n k .  A t  t h e  b a p t i s m  of 
t h e i r  d a u g h t e r ,  C a t h e r i n e ,  a T o b i a s  and C a t h e r i n e  Gruber were s p o n s o r s ,  and 
p ta r i a ' s  surname was g i v e n  as Gruber .  F a m i l i e s  i n  t h a t  area and t i m e  pe r iod  
were  f o l l o w i n g  a naming p a t t e r n .  John and P o l l y  named t h e i r  f i r s t  s o n  George 
a f t e r  -h i s  f a t h e r ;  t h e i r  f i r s t  d a u g h t e r  would be  C a t h e r i n e ,  a f t e r  h e r  mother;  -
t h e i r  second s o n  was Tob ias ,  p r o b a b l y  a f t e r  h e r  f a t h e r ;  and t h e i r  second daugh- -
t e r  was Y a r g a r e t h a ,  a f t e r  h i s  m o t h e r .  So I b e l i e v e  T o b i a s  and C a t h e r i n e  Gru- -
b e r  were aria's p a r e n t s ,  b u t  I h a v e n ' t  had time t o  p r o v e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .  
When t h e i r  s o n  Leonard was born t h e  m o t h e r ' s  maiden name was g i v e n  as Kroeger,  
and when J a c o b  was born  i t  was g i v e n  a s  Vanealebeck.  No surname was g i v e n  when 
t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  were  b a p t i s e d .  

Y a r i a ' s  b r o t h e r ,  J o h n ,  i s  supposed t o  have  accompanied h e r  husband t o  
Canada, and h e  d i d  a p p l y  f o r  l a n d ,  b u t  s o u r c e s  I ' v e  r e a d  s a y  Crown l a n d  was 
n e v e r  g ran ted  t o  him and i t  is  assumed t h a t  h e  d i e d  e a r l y .  However, a John 
Gruber r e c e i v e d  a p a t e n t  from t h e  Crown 20  November 1835 f o r  200 a c r e s  i n  Lot 
6 ,  Concession 1, S idney ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  r e c o r d s  of  h i s  s e l l i n g  p a r c e l s  of  t h i s  
l a n d  t o  members of  t h e  Walden Heyer s  f a m i l y  a s  e a r l y  as 5 ?larch 1827. I a m  
wondering i f  Xaria's b r o t h e r  was P a u l  Gruber ,  who is ment ioned w i t h  John Wal-
d e n  Meyers i n  J a n e  Goddard ' s  book, Hans w a l t i m e y e r 7 1 t  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e y  re--
c e i v e d  o r d e r s  f rom Governor Haldimand t o  move o n  t o  a r e a s  a l l o t t e d  t o  them. 
They a r r i v e d  a t  Lachine  by 1 J u n e  1784,  and John  and a f e l l o w  L o y a l i s t ,  Pau l  
Gruber ,  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  move any f u r t h e r  t h i s  y e a r  b u t  t o  r e n t  a Canadian  farm 
from a French f a m i l y  n e a r  Lachine .  H e  w r o t e  t o  S e c r e t a r y  Xathews and r e c e i v e d  
permiss ion  t o  r ema in  on t h e  farm t h e  r ema inde r  of t h e  y e a r .  

A Paul G r u b e r  had mar r i ed  a C a t h e r i n e  Westphal  i n  Du tchess  Co., NY, and 
had a son,  J o h n ,  bo rn  11  January  and b a p t i s e d  2 Februa ry  1783 a t  t h e  Dutch 
Reformed Church of  Rhinebeck F l a t t s  i n  Du tchess  Co.. On 15 J a n u a r y  1791 a t  
E r n e s t  Town a P a u l  and C a t h e r i n e  Gruber  had a d a u g h t e r ,  AmyIAnny b a p t i s e d  by 
Rev. John Langhorns.  They were "of ~ i d n e y " .  

In  a n o t h e r  c a s e  i n  Has t ings  Co., t h e  l a n d  w a s  p a t e n t e d  t o  a s o n  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r ,  even  though t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r  had l i v e d  on  i t  f o r  many 
y e a r s .  Pe rhaps  P a u l  Gruber was t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r  on Lo t  6 ,  Concess ion  1 ,  
v e r y  near  t h e  Walden Meyers f a m i l y  l a n d s ,  b u t  t h e  p a t e n t  was g r a n t e d  t o  h i s  
s o n ,  John. Fami ly  t r a d i t i o n  could  h a v e  confused  t h e  names o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  

There i s  a r e c o r d  o f  a Johannes  Grebe r  ( cou ld  be a m i s r e a d i n g  of Gruber 
on  t h e  o r i g s a l  r e c o r d )  and M a r y t i e  Ki lmer  h a v i n g  a son ,  J a c o b ,  b a p t i s e d  28 
May 1769 a t  C l a v e r a c k  Dutch Reformed Church,  Columbia Co., NY.  T h i s  seems 
more l i k e  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  of  John and P o l l y .  Perhaps  P a u l  w a s  a younger  b r o t h e r  

An Anna Gruber  m a r r i e d  Mat theus  Progue and had a s o n ,  Johan T o b i a s ,  bap t -  
i s e d  6 Februa ry  1768 a t  S t .  ~ a u l ' s  E v a n g e l i c a l  Church of  Uur tenbe rg .  Johan 
Tob ias  Gruber was a w i t n e s s .  T h i s  c o u p l e  had o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  b a p t i s e d  i n  t h e  
Rhinebeck area of  Dutchess  Co., NY. 

An E l i z a b e t h  Gruber  m a r r i e d  Michae l  Ries and had a d a u g h t e r ,  C a t h e r i n e ,  
b a p t i s e d  25 J u n e  1763 a t  S t .  P a u l ' s  ( Z i o n ' s )  Lu the ran  Church of  Red-Pbok..in 
Dutchess Co., NY. 

I ment ion  t h e s e  names i n  c a s e  o t h e r s  are look ing  f o r  c l u e s  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  
of  John 's  w i f e  P o l l y .  I p l a n  t o  do  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  t o  see i f  I c a n  c l e a r  up 
t h e  mystery. 

I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h e  name Gruber  n o r  t h e  name Kruger 
appea r  i n  t h e  1790 Census Index f o r  New York. 
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John and P o l l y  f i r s :  s e t t l e d  n e a r  h i s  p a r e n t s .  T h e i r  f i r s t  t h r e e  c: : i ldren 

were  bap t i s ed  a t  Rhinebeck S t .  P a u l ' s  L u t h e r a n  Church of Kur temberg .  T h e  n e s t  
two c h i l d r e n  were  b a p t i s e d  a t  Kinderhook Dutch  Seformsd Church,  t h e n  Albany Co. ,  
now Columbia Co. ,  f;Y. The n e s t  c h i l d  was b a p t i s e d  a t  C a t s k i l l  Dutch  Reformed 
Church;  the n e s t  i n  Coxsack ie  Dutch Xeformed Church ;  and t h e  l a s t  a t  Lconen-
b e r g  Zion Lu the ran  C h u r c h - a l l  t hen  in Albany C O . ,  now i n  Greene  Co. ,  ?IT. Here 
was where John and P o l l y  b u i l t  t h e i r  house  w h i s h  t h e y  had t o  f o r f e i t  a f t e r  t h e  
Revo lu t iona ry  War. I t  was  on  ~ o e y m a n ' s  P a t e n t ,  on t h e  wes t  bank o f  t h e  Hudson 
R i v e r .  

Claim /I966 s a i d  J o h n  had 200 a c r e s  i n  C o h e n n i n g ' s  P a t e n t ,  Albany Co., NY. 
(Othe r  sou rces  have  c a l l e d  i t  ~ o e g m a n ' s  P a t e n t . )  He went  upon i t  i n  1771,  
c l e a r e d  100 a c r e s ,  bu i l :  a house and b a r n ,  and  p l a n t e d  a n  o r c h a r d .  He l o s t  
7  h o r s e s ,  4 cows, 5 young c a t t l e ,  30 h o g s ,  17 s h e e p ,  u t e n s i l s ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  and 
140  bushe l s  of whea t .  

A s t a t emen t  of  1785 s a y s  h e  r e c o v e r e d  n o t h i n g  of h i s  own e s t a t e ,  b u t  re-
c o v e r e d  f o r  h i s  c h i l d r e n  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  p r o p e r t y  and g o t  back h i s  bonds and n o t e s .  
H e  s a i d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  l a n d s  were  i n  D o r s e t  and  h i s  i n  ! lanches ter .  Pe rhaps  h e r e  
a g a i n  someone m i s r e a d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  h a n d w r i t i n g ,  as h i s  f a t h e r ' s  p r o p e r t y  was 
i n  Dutchess Co. ,  NY. S i n c e  h i s  f a t h e r  d i d n ' t  d i e  u n t i l  1796, I doub t  t h a t  h e  
r e c e i v e d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  p r o p e r t y  f o r  h i s  c h i l d r e n  i n  1785. 

H i s  f a t h e r  l e f t  a w i l l  d a t e d  11 A p r i l  1 7 9 6  and proved 12 September 1796. 
S i n c e  i t  c l a r i f i e s  what  J o h n  was t o  r e c e i v e  f r o m  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  es ta te ,  p l e a s e  
r e f e r  t o  i t  on page  3. 

Both Mary Beacock F r y e r  i n  The L o y a l i s t  Spy and J a n e  Goddard i n  Hans 
Walt imeyer have g i v e n  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t s  o f  ~ o h n ' s  m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r ,  s o  I w i l l  
n o t  go i n t o  d e t a i l  h e r e .  

John and ? l a r y / P o l l y l s  f a m i l y  c o n s i s t e d  o f :  
i. Johan George Waldenmeier  b a p t . 1 3  O c t o b e r  1765 a t  S t .  P a u l ' s  Luth .  Ch. 

of Wur temburg 
ii. C a t h a r i n a  Waldemeier  b a p t .  29  Marsh 1767 a t  S t .  P a u l ' s  Luth .  Ch. of  

Wur temburg 
iii. x a r g a r e t h a  Waldemeier b a p t .  1 8  December 1868 a t  S t .  P a u l ' s  Lu th .  Ch. 

of Wur temburg 
i v .  Tobias Waldemeier  b a p t .  2 December 1770  a t  Rinderhook Dutch Ref .  Ch. 

v .  	 Leendert  Waldemeier  b a p t .  1 3  S e p t e n b e r  1772 a t  Kinderhook 3u tch  Ref .  
Ch. 

v i .  Yaria/Mary Waldemeier  b a p t .  a t  C a t s k i l l  Dutch Ref.  Ch.29 Hay 1774 
v i i .  Annatje/Anna Waldemeier  b a p t .  a t  C o x s a c k i e  Dutch Ref .  Ch.10 Dec. 1775 

v i i i .  Jacob b a p t .  2 0  A p r i l  1777 a t  Loonenberg  Zion Lu th .  Ch. 
John was a l r e a d y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  L o y a l i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  whsn h i s  l as t  c h i l d ,  

J a c o b ,  was born .  i-le w a s  s t a t i o n e d  i n  Yew York  C i t y .  Y i s  w i f e  a n d  a l l  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  excep t  t h e  o l d e s t  s o n ,  George ,  j o i n e d  him t h e r e  i n  t h e  autumn of  
1778.  (One s o u r c e  s a y s  t h e  baby,  J a c o b ,  was l e f t  behind  w i t h  t h e  g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  
b u t  my o r i g i n a l  s o u r c e  s a i d  George was n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  go b e c a u s e  he  was o l d  
enough t o  work on  t h e  f a rm. )  P o l l y  had r e c e i v e d  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  a p a s s  t o  
j o i n  John on 1  Oc tobe r  1778,  and t h e y  l e f t  o n  17 October  1778. 

I n  May 1779 J o h n  r e a c h e d  F o r t  S t .  J o h n s  w i t h  a l e t t e r  f rom Henry C l i n t o n  
i n  New York C i t y .  H e  vas k e p t  w a i t i n g  a t  t h e  f o r t  o r  i n  Y o n t r e a l  f o r  a b o u t  
5  mon ths -un t i l  Oc tobe r  1779- f o r  a d i s p a t c h  Baldimand was t o  s e n d  t o  New York 
C i t y .  From 1  J u l y  t o  7 August  h e  was i n v o l v e d  i n  a  p l a n  t o  c a p t u r e  G e n e r a l  
P h i l i p  Schuyler  i n  Albany,  b u t  t h e  p l a n  f a i l e d .  

The f a m i l y  was s t i l l  a p a r t  i n  1783,  b u t  John r e s o l v e d  t o  move h i s  f a m i l y  

t o  Quebec i n  t h e  s p r i n g .  P r o b a b l y  t h e y  w e n t  f i r s t  t o  H a l i f a x ,  where t h e y  had 

t o  w a i t  f o r  a s h i p  t o  Quebec C i t y .  It  w a s  p r o b a b l y  A p r i l  1874 b e f o r e  t h e y  

a r r i v e d  i n  Quebec C i t y  a n d  were  s o o n  on  t h e i r  way t o  Yachiche ,  where J o h n  

h u r r i e d  t o  meet them. 


http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~saylormowbray/meyerssussell.html


I n  1781, John t r i e d  : o  e s t a b l i s h  h::self a t  ! ! i ss i ssquoi  Bay, b u t  h e  w a s  
o r d e r e d  t o  l e a v e ,  a s  t h a t  l a n d  was no: a s s i g n e d  t o  L o y a l i s t s - i t  was t o o  c l c s e  
t o  t h e  border .  He r e q u e s t e d  p e r m i s s i o r :  Zo h a r v e s t  h i s  c r o p s  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g .  

I n  the  s p r i n g  of  1785 h e  moved t o  C a t a r a q i i ,  a t  t h e  t i n y  s e t t l e m e n t  of  
K ings  Town, l a t e r  Kings ton .  I n  1786 he zoved  f a r t h e r  west t o  Twp. 8 ,  un-
named and unsurveyed.  13 Septsmber  h e  Ken t  t o  Kings Town and g o t  a c e r t i f i -
c a t e  f o r  Lots 8  and 9 i n  t h e  1 s t  C o n c e s s i o n  o f  Twp. S o .  8 ,  c o v e r i n g  t h e  l a n d s  
he  occup ied .  

I n  January 1788 he p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  1 5  a c r e s  on a  s t r e a m  beh ind  J o h n  Bleek- 
e r ' s  t r a d i n g  p o s t  (now t3e T r e n t  R i v e r )  b u t  i t  w a s  r e f u s e d .  He had p l a n n e d  
t o  b u i l d  h i s  m i l l  t h e r e .  Not b e i n g  s u c c e s s f u l  t h e r e ,  he p u r c h a s e d  l a n d  by 
t h e  s t r e a m  t h a t  i s  now c a l l e d  t h e  H o i r a ,  i n  B e ? l e v i l l e ,  Thurlow Twp., H a s t i n g s  
Co., O n t a r i o .  Only a s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g  From t h a t  m i l l  is  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g .  He 
b u i l t  a home on t h e  h i l l  above  t h e  m i l l ,  b u t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f a r m  l a n d  i n  S idney  
Twp., and w a s  a c t i v e  i n  p u b l i c  a f f a i r s  i n  b o t h  townships .  He became a magis-
t ra te  i n  t h e  newly o r g a n i z e d  r e g i o n .  On 1 3  J a n u a r y  1791 a  n o t i c e  a p p e a r e d  i n  
t h e  Quebec G a z e t t e  naming J o h n  Walden X e y e r s  a s  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  P e a c e  f o r  t h e  
D i s t r i c t  of Xecklenburgh.  

S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h  he was v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  of a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  comm-
i t t e e  o f  t h e  Midland D i s t r i c t  t o  p l a n  f o r  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f a i r  f o r  B e l l e v i l l e .  
L i v e s t o c k  he e n t e r e d  won p r i z e s  t h e r e .  

He had been a c t i v e  i n  t h e  Masonic o r d e r ,  which he had e n t e r e d  a t  Quebec 
C i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  and h e l p e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  f i r s t  o n e  i n  t h e  new r e g i o n  
a t  a mee t ing  i n  t h e  Simpson Tave rn .  H e  w a s  chosen  f i r s t  ? l a s t e r .  

He a l s o  he lped  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  St. Thomas Angl ican  Church  i n  B e l l e v i l l e  
and  worshipped t h e r e  r e g u l a r l y  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h .  

P o l l y  d i e d  c a .  181: o r  1816 a f t e r  s e v e r a l  months i l l n e s s .  
J o h n  Walden !!eyers m.(2)  i n  A u g u s t  1817 Sophia  A .  . . ., widow o f  
J o h n  Davey, a n  o l d  f r i e n d  o f  ~ o h n ' s .  They had s e v e r a l  happy y e a r s  t o -
g e t h e r  b e f o r e  J o h n ' s  d e a t h  on  22 Sovember 1821. H e  w a s  b u r i e d  24 Nov- 
ember 1821 i n  t h e  Old S idney  B u r y i n g  Ground l o c a t e d  o n  L o t  1 0  o n  t h e  
f r o n t  of S idney ,  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  !lay of  Q u i n t e .  
(The On ta r io  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  P a p e r s  and  Records.  V o l .  5-7, p .  1 6 0 ,  
s a y s  George Wal t e r  Yyres  and  Widow Dave)' we re  mar r i ed  August  1817 by 

Rev. J o h n  G .  Wigant a t  Ebenezer  L u t h e r a z  Church a t  Big Creek ,  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g h ,  
Lennox and Addington Co., O n t a r i o ,  Canada .  However, J o h n ' s  w i l l  p r o v e s  t h a t  
i t  w a s  he  who m a r r i e d  t h e  Widow Dave::. P e r h a p s  George was a w i t n e s s  a n d  
w h o e v e r T o p i e d  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  m i s c o p f  e d .  ) 

( John ' s  w i l l  c a n  be found o n  p a g e s  220-221 of -The L o y a l i s t  Spy, by 
Yary  Beacock F r y e r ,  s o  I w i l l  n o t  r e p e a t  i t  h e r e .  I t  is a s h o r t e n e d  f o r m ,  
b u t  c o n t a i n s  a l l  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n . )  

I b e l i e v e  Sophia  i s  t h e  Sophy H o f f n e l ,  s p i n s t e r ,  of  4 t h  Twp., who mar-
r i e d  J o h n  Davy, widower,  of  2nd Twp., C a t a r a k w e e ,  c a l l e d  E r n e s t t o w n ,  by  banns 
on  22 November 1787. ( Y a r r i a g e  r e c o r d s  o f  Rev. J o h n  Langhorn) They had 
c h i l d r e n :  

1. 	 P e t e r  Davy b. 12 O c t o b e r  1788; 5 u r . ( p e r h a p s  t h e  o n e  b u r .  7  Septem- 
ber  1790, o f  Ernes town,  a l t h o u g h  J a n e  Goddard 's  book,Hans Wal t imyer ,  
mentions a P e t e r  Davey, a young  man, v i s i t i n g  John  Walden Meyer s .  ) 

2. 	 Yary b. 19 December 1790; b u r . 2 2  September  1793. 
3. 	 Sophia Davy b.  1 J u l y  1798;  d .  2 8  November 1849, a g e  5 1 ,  and b u r .  

i n  t h e  Old Sidney Bury ing  Ground,  i f  s h e  is t h e  o n e  who 
m. 	 20 J a n u a r y  1816 Ira  B i l l i n g s .  

4. 	 E l i z a b e t h  Davy b. 5 A p r i l  1801 
5.  	W i l l i a m  Rombaugh Davy b .  b u r .  15 August 1803.  
6. 	 Benjamin F a i r f i e l d  Davy b.  19 Augus t  1804 (mentioned i n  J o h n ' s  w i l l )  
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J o h n  Walden Meyers pu rchased  l a n d  by t h e  stream t h a t  i s  now c a l l e d  
t h e  Moira ,  i n  B e l l e v i l l e ,  Thurlow Twp., H a s t i n g s  Co., O n t a r i o ,  t o  
b u i l d  a m i l l .  T h i s  s t o n e  s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g  f rom t h a t  m i l l  i s  s t i l l  
s t a n d i n g .  Go up P i n n a c l e  S t .  from Dundas. Turn  r i g h t  a t  t h e  r i v e r .  
The s t o n e  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  b e  o n  t h e  left. 
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7 .  	 George H o f f n a i l  Davy b. 2 5  October 180; (nent ioned i n  John ' s  w i l l )  
8. 	 r.?illiam Henry Davy b.  19 ?lay 1813 ( I  b e l i e v e  he i s  t h e  one named 

i n  ~ o h n ' s  w i l l  a s  Will iam H .  Xetzel  and c a l l e d  Sophia ' s  son .  On a 
land record dated 9 October 1 8 i 3  k i l l i a n  Henry Davy of  t he  town of  
Bath, Elidland D i s t r i c t ,  merchant,  and George H .  Davy, of Bath,  ne r -
chant ,  Qui t  Claim t o  Benjamin F a i r f i e l d  Davy of B e l l e v i l l e  i o r  t he  
sum of 1,005 pounds, on the  100 a c r e s  i n  Lot 18, Conc. 4 ,  Rawdon, 
t h a t  John Xalden Fleyers had w i l l e d  t o  them. I wonder why he w a s  
c a l l e d  Wetzel i n  t h e  w i l l ? )  
(The records  of t h e s e  bap t i sms ,  m a r r i a g e s ,  and b u r i a l s  were from the  
Anglican r eco rds  of t h e  Rev. r John Langhorn. ) 
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