
William Frederick Edward Schneider (October 16, 1890 – August 16, 1964) was the 
first of ten children born to Rudolph Schneider and Augusta (Rafinski) Schneider.  Like 
all of their children, he was baptized at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Detroit, as an infant. 
 
William became a Lutheran parochial school teacher, instructing in both German and 
English at schools in mid Michigan, Illinois, and Detroit.  He received college training 
from Addison Normal School, in Addison Illinois.  He married Louise Minna Alvina 
Wickboldt (January 22, 1892 – June 20, 1958) on July 15, 1914 in Chicago. 
 
The young couple accepted a call to Trinity Lutheran Church and School in Bay County, 
Michigan and started a family.  Their first child, a boy they named Walter Otto, born 
April 2, 1916, died at the age of 6 weeks during circumcision.  Their first girl, Eleanor 
Martha Minnie Augusta (June 16, 1917), was born there also.  
 
Their next call was to St. Matthew Lutheran Church, back in Chicago.  Born there were 
Loretta Helen Alma (June 9, 1919) and Ruth Anna (February 24, 1921 – September 26, 
1922).  While in Illinois, William was on the Chicago Debating Team and was a part-
time violinist with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. 
 
Due to poor health, the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod sent William to Saint John 
Lutheran School in the German farm community of Ash Grove, about 100 miles south of 
Chicago.  William was suffering from pneumonia, arthritis, and a malaria-like problem 
that began while he was student teacher in Missouri. (Eleanor developed pneumonia also 
but the young girl quickly recovered).  Sons Ralph William (June 7, 1926) and Arthur 
Louis (March 11, 1928) were born in Ash Grove. 
 
Eleanor recalls that they lived right in the country, surrounded by corn fields.  There was 
a teacherage, school, pastor’s home, church, cemetery, and sheds for the horses used by 
some of the children and congregation members.  There were lots of trees, bushes, 
flowers, and lawn.  One day, sister Ruth Anna developed a high fever with convulsions 
and dad got on the telephone and cranked it like mad.  It was a party line, and that meant 
listen in for trouble.  He said he needed a doctor and a man said “I’ll call Doctor Roberts 
for you.”  First to arrive was a buggy with Mrs. Ekhoff—a church member and widow.  
She left her children, hitched up the horse, lit lanterns, and came across dark roads to be 
with mother.  She was loved by all of us and a bright spot in our life in Ash Grove.  
Shortly after, Doc. Roberts arrived in his buggy.  We girls were sent to bed.  Next 
morning ma and pa woke us to say Ruth had died.   
 
The family moved to Detroit in the 1940s.  Residences there included the Rudolph family 
homestead on Lansing Street in SW Detroit (where he help care for his mother) and, 
lastly, in Allen Park, Michigan.  Louise died in 1958 of natural causes.  William died in a 
1964 car accident that also claimed the life of his grandson, Paul Rossow.  William and 
Louise are interred at Glen Eden Memorial Park. 
( William authored an essay on Lutheran participation in America at 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~bbertram/Wm F Schneider essay.pdf   ) 
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