HISTORY OF MARSHALL COUNTY
X. AMONUMENT TO THE POTTAWATTOMIE INDIANS.

In 1905 the writer of this history was elected a member of the Indiana legislature from Marshall
County, and in the session of 1905 introduced a bill appropriating $2500 for the erection of a
monument to Menominee and his band of 859 Pottawattomie Indians who were driven away by
the state of Indiana west of the Missouri river in 1838, and for the rebuilding of the old Indian
chapel at Twin Lakes, in Marshall County. The bill — House Bill No 37 — was referred to the
committee on ways and means, who, in a spasm of reform, recommended it, with five other
monument bills, for indefinite postponement. When the bill came up before the house for action,
Mr. McDonald delivered an address fully explaining why the provisions of the bill should be
adopted. As a matter of history, the House of Representatives deemed it of sufficient
importance to order two hundred copies of it printed for the use of the house, which was done.
Notwithstanding the eloquent appeal made, the bill was indefinitely postponed. In noticing this
address the “Indiana Quarterly Magazine of History,” published by W.E. Henry, state Librarian,
and C.W. Cottman, spoke of it as follows:
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"This address written and delivered in support of a bill before our last legislature failed in its
immediate object, as the bill did not pass, but as a monograph on the Pottawattomie Indians of
northern Indiana it is of such interest and value as to merit a place in any historical collection.
Mr. McDonald is regarded as perhaps our best authority on this particular subject. He has long
been deeply interested, a conscientious and a sympathetic student of the vanished aborigines
as presented by the records and traditions of the locality where he was reared. And a study of
this tribe in its passing is a study of the Indian question in little. The story has in it much that was
pathetic and tragic, particularly to a large band located on Twin lakes (Marshall county) under a
chief called Menominee. Menominee was an Indian of unusual character, a friend to the whites,
a convert to Christianity, and a zealous promoter of good among his people. By a treaty of 1832
twenty-two sections of land had been reserved to him and three other chiefs. When the whites
came for the reserved remnants (as they always did) Menominee declined to be tractable and
sign away his land. As the other chiefs signed it, however, that was held to be sufficient, and at
the end of the time stipulated by the treaty the recalcitrant chief and his people were
unceremoniously ousted; their cabins were torn down, their mission chapel dismantled and-the
whole band, numbering nearly a thousand, put under a strong military escort commanded by
Gen. John Tipton, to be conveyed to a reservation beyond the Mississippi river. Amid tears and
lamentations they took their departure. It was in September, the weather hot, the season dry
and sickly. Suffering from the swelter, dust and thirst the hapless Indians sickened like sheep
and the long route was marked with their graves. Particularly was there mortality among the
small children; the ailing, jostled along under the burning sun, in rude army wagons, suffering for
water and with no relief from the hard ordeal, stood little chance, and almost every day some
wronged mother surrendered her offspring to earth."

In 1906 Mr. McDonald was reelected a member of the legislature, and early in the session of
1907 he again introduced the bill, which, having met with many obstructions on its way through
the lower house of the general assembly, finally passed that body by a vote of 73 to 13. The hill
was then sent over to the senate, where it also met with delays and obstructions. In that body
Senator John W. Parks, of Marshall County, introduced and secured the passage of the
following amendment:

"Provided, That money herein appropriated shall not be paid until an agreement shall be
entered into by the board of commissioners of Marshall county with the state of Indiana to the
satisfaction of the governor, making provisions for the control and repair of said monument and
chapel."

On the last day that bills could be passed, the bill finally passed the senate with this
amendment, which was afterward concurred in by the house, and was finally signed by J. Frank
Hanly, governor, and became a law March 12, 1907.

The following is the bill as enacted into a law:

AN ACT entitled an act providing for the purchase of suitable grounds at Menominee Village,
Marshall County, the erection of a monument thereon, the rebuilding of the old Indian chapel,
making appropriations for the same, and providing for the appointment of three trustees.
[H.37. Approved March 12, 1907.]
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Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, That there is hereby
appropriated out of any funds in the State treasury not otherwise disposed of, the sum of two
thousand five hundred dollars for the purpose of purchasing suitable grounds at Menominee
Village, in Marshall County, the erection of a monument thereon, and the rebuilding of the old
Indian chapel.

Sec. 2. That there shall be three trustees appointed by the Governor, who shall serve without
compensation, whose duties it shall be to carry out the provisions of this act: Provided, that any
sums raised by donations for the purposes herein specified may be used in addition to the
above appropriation: Provided, That money herein appropriated shall not be paid until an
agreement shall be entered into by the Board of Commissioners of Marshall County with the
State of Indiana to the satisfaction of the Governor, making provision for the control and repair
of said monument and chapel ; or that some other satisfactory method shall be provided for the
control and repair of said monument and chapel when completed.

Sec. 3. That said trustees shall keep an accurate account of all disbursements, and make a fifth
report thereof and of the execution of this trust to the Governor not later than the fifteenth day of
December, 1909.

The amendment was presented to the board of commissioners of Marshall county by the author
of the act at its April term, 1907, which after a brief consideration was postponed until the May
term, when the proposition was again postponed until the June term. At this term the board of
commissioners entered into the agreement as provided in the amendment to the bill, ordered it
recorded on their records, and a certified copy sent to the governor, which was done by the
auditor under seal of his office. Omitting the preamble, the following is the agreement, which the
commissioners entered upon their records at the June term, 1907:

"It is hereby agreed by the board of commissioners of Marshall county with the state of Indiana,
that when said state of Indiana completes said monument and chapel, as provided for in said
act, and fully pays all expenses connected therewith, the board of commissioners as aforesaid
hereby agree with the state of Indiana to, make provision for the control and repair of the same
as provided in said act."

Shortly after this agreement the governor appointed three trustees to erect the monument
provided for in the act, thereby indicating that he was "satisfied" with the agreement entered into
by the Marshall county board of commissioners. J. S. Kumler, of Peru, one of the trustees
appointed by the governor, declined to serve. The trustees as finally appointed by the governor
are as follows:

Charles T. Mattingly, capitalist, Plymouth.
Col. A. F. Fleet, superintendent Culver Military Academy, Culver.
Col. William Hoynes, dean of the Law School, Notre Dame University.

Not long after the appointment of the trustees Gov. J. Frank Hanly concluded that the
agreement filed with him by the commissioners of Marshall county was not "satisfactory" and
sent to Trustee Mattingly an agreement written by his attorney general, to be presented to the
members of the board with a request that each sign it personally, This document differed from
the original only in phraseology and the manner of executing It. Mr. Mattingly presented it to the
board at the September term when it was postponed until the October term, then until the
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November term then until the December term, and then until the January term, 1908, when the
board, having been reorganized, took the matter under consideration and signed the agreement
as prepared by the governor. The members of the board who signed the contract which insures
the building of the monument are William H. Troup, Joel Anglin and James B. Severns.

Up to the time of closing this sketch nothing has been done toward the erection of the
monument, but it is thought by the trustees having the matter in hand that it will be completed
some time during the year 1908 or early in 1909".



