
  
LIII. THE MARSHALL COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY.  
 
The exact date of the organization of the Marshall County Medical Society cannot be 
ascertained, as no records are in existence so far as is known. There was, however, a medical 
society in Marshall county as early as 1855, and probably earlier than that. In the Marshall 
County Democrat of April 3, 1856, appears the medical fee bill, which it was stated was adopted 
December 5, 1855. The rates of medical services were compared  
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patronage sufficient to  justify them in remaining, and they removed to other and more inviting. 
localities.  
 
Among all of the old doctors above named, but two are still living T. A. Borton and Dr. I. E. 
Brooke. Dr. Brooke long since retired from active practice, and at the age of more than four 
score years lives a quiet life in his home in Plymouth. Dr. Borton still is in active practice in 
Plymouth at the age of more than three Score and ten.  
 
Thomas Logan was one among: the first doctors to permanently settle in the county, having 
located here ill the summer of 1836. Like most of the doctors of his time he had never had the 
opportunity of thorough medical training, and the knowledge he had on the subject of materia 
medica was mostly Such as he had acquired through the medium of practical experience. There 
was one fortunate thing for the doctors in the early settlement and that was, most of the 
sickness as occasioned by malarial troubles which were brought on by the clearing up of the 
new country and the evaporation of the swamps and marshes, and they early learned the 
remedies to apply to cure them. Very few of these early doctors knew anything about surgery, 
and when they had a case of this kind that was very difficult they sent a messenger for Dr. Fitch 
at Logansport, or Dr. Teegarden or some other surgeon of LaPorte.  Bleeding was a favorite 
remedy in those days for nearly all the diseases prevalent. Frequently half a pint of blood would 
be taken from a patient, and sometimes more, and it is a wonder that death did not result more 
often than it did. "Cupping" was also frequently resorted to, for what particular reason the laity 
never was informed. Certain it was that the good expected never materialized, and in the course 
of time the practice was abandoned. When these remedies failed then "calomel and jalap" were 
resorted to, and the patient was salivated, his gums became cankered, and often the teeth 
would get loose and frequently drop out, and in many such cases the remedy was worse than 
the disease. But after all "the old time doctor" filled his place and filled it well. The .very 
presence of the doctor in the sickroom brought consolation to the patient and family that was 
often as efficacious as the remedies he prescribed. He placed his soft hand on the forehead; 
examined the tongue, felt the pulse, made many Inquires in relation to the patient's previous 
physical condition, and with a smile on his face would say:  You are not in a dangerous 
condition; don’t be alarmed; I will give you some medicine that will bring you out all right in a 
short time." And frequently the patient would begin to get better as soon as the doctor had gone.  
 
As this tribute is written-  
The old time doctor rises into view ,  
A well read man he was; and much he knew  
For he was college bred; and in the eyes , 
 Of simple folks no man could be more wise.  
He had a sheep-skin in his office hung  
Which, like a banner to the breezes flung,  
Proclaimed to all the world his wondrous lore  
Endorsed by learned men full half a score.   
His modest sign that hung above the gate,  
Failed not his many virtues to relate:  
“Physician, Surgeon, Accoueheur ' , in one .  
And yet with these the list is but begun.  
He knew and numbered all the human bones.   
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with the fees charged by the LaPorte Medical Society of 1852. The following, so far as it relates 
to Marshall county, is given as a matter of local history:  
 
The Fee Bill of the Marshall County Medical Society, Adopted December 5, 1855. Mr. Editor: As 
this society has adopted a uniform system of charges, and Believes it a duty to the public, and 
themselves to acquaint the citizens of Marshall county with the fee hill, and lest an erroneous 
opinion should be entertained, we would state that the charges are about the same as they 
have been in this locality for the last three years, and about the same as the LaPorte fee bill, 
adopted June 26, 1852, when everything was very cheap in comparison to the present prices.  
 
We give a few of the leading items which cover most of the practice in this locality, referring the 
reader to the fee bill for specific diseases and surgery:  
 
THE FEE BILL.  
Advice and medicine at office $1and $3.00  
Extracting tooth  .50  
Visit and medicine in town 1.00  
When more than one, by request, each 1.00  
Nightvisitsafter9p.m 1.50  
Night visits in the country, one mile 2.00  
Night visits in country, per mile after first .75  
Visits, per mile, day time, from 6 a. m. to 9 p. m. 1.00  
Every additional mile .50  
Consultation in town $5 and 10.00  
Midwifery-natural case in town 5.00  
Detention after six hours, per hour .50  
Cases requiring forceps, turning or extracting with crotchet $10 to 30.00  
Delivering placenta 5.00  
Attending case of abortion $5 to 10,00  
Twin cases $7.50  
mileage in obstetric, eases and consultation half that of ordinary visits.  

Published by order of the Society,  
SAMUEL HIGGINBOTHAM, Secretary. Plymouth, April 7, 1856.   

 
Only the name of Dr. Higginbotham appears to the advertisement, and it is not known who the 
members were. There were ,in Plymouth at that time the following practicing physicians: 
Theodore A. Lemon, Rufus Brown, Samuel Higginbotham, Joshua W. Bennett, Joshua D,. 
Gray, John J. Vinall, Charles West, Nehemiah Sherman, Jared E. Brooke. Dr. Brooke is still a 
resident of Plymouth, but has long since retired from active practice. He is the only one of those 
named that is living. Dr. West was an "Eclectic" and not being recognized as "regular" was not 
eligible to membership. Dr. Vinall, being a homeopathist and a new arrival, did not probably 
belong to the society. All the others named were probably members. Dr. Vinall, who was a very 
prominent citizen and physician for more than a third of a century prior to his death, located in 
Plymouth about the first of April, 1856. The Democrat of April 3, 1856, announcing his arrival. 
said:  
 
"Dr. J. J. Vinall, homeopathic physician, has located among us. Homeopathy has established 
itself as a very successful fact in the cure of 'ills that flesh is heir to,' and the merits of cold water 
treatment admit of no  
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doubt. The two combined have shaken the faith of some of the most eminent old school 
physicians of the present day, and many of them are using the cold water freely in their practice. 
Dr. Vinall comes to us recommended, and he looks and talks like a gentleman who makes no 
pretensions. We hope that he will meet with the success that his practice and his own merits 
deserve. 
 
Dr. Vinall was the first physician of the school of medicine which he practiced who had the 
courage to "hang out his shingle" at the county seat. He met with a good deal of ridicule from 
those who had no faith in a few little pills dissolved in two glass tumblers of water and two or 
three drops taken alternately as many times a day. The "little pills" were hooted at as having; 
little or no medical merit. Dr. Lemon, the oldest practitioner here then, in order to test the 
statement that there was no merit in the system,  proposed to swallow a whole vial full of the 
pills at one time, and if he felt any serious effects from it he would acknowledge he was wrong 
and go out of the practice. This of course was a "bluff;" and test was never tried. For a 
considerable time after the doctor located in Plymouth he was called "Dr. Little Pills," but without 
attempting retaliation he pursued the even tenor of his way, and finally built up a large and 
lucrative practice. 
 
Dr. T. A. Borton located in Plymouth Indiana, in the fall of 1858, and began at once the practice 
of medicine, which he has continued without intermission to the present time, now about fifty 
years. He is the oldest physician in continuous practice, and easily takes his place as the Nestor 
of the medical profession in Marshall County. 
 
In a historical sketch of Argos, 1890 appears this item: 
 
“The Marshall County Medical Society was organized in Argos, May 13, 1878, with the following 
charter members: Drs. Samuel W. Gould, Reason B. Eaton, J.H. Wilson, J.S. Leland, F. 
Stevens and J.T. Doke. The objects of the society were stated to be for the purpose of 
advancing medical knowledge, and to elevate professional character.” 
 
Whether this was the basis and foundation of the present Marshall County Medical Society the 
historian has been unable to find out. 
 
The following are the officers and members of the Marshall County Medical Society at the close 
of 1907: 
 
Officers – J. W. Edison, president; H.P. Preston, vice president; Novetas B. Aspinall, secretary; 
L. D. Ely, treasurer. 
 
Censors – F. E. Radcliff, H. H. Tallman, O. A. Rea, Novetas B. Aspinall, delegate. 
 
Members – Novetas B. Aspinall, Plymouth; T. Artemas Borton, Plymouth; Lorenzo D. Ely, 
Plymouth; A. C. Holtzendorff, Plymouth; C. F. Holtzendorff, Plymouth; D. C. Knott, Plymouth; 
S.C. Loring, Plymouth; H. P. Preston, Plymouth; R. C. Stevens, Plymouth; J. W. Edison, 
Bourbon; Luther Johnson, Bourbon; F.E. Radcliff, Bourbon; Samuel W. Gould, Argos; C.E. 
Nusbaum, Bremen; E. E. Parker, Culver; O. A. Rea, Culver; B. W. S. Wiseman, Culver; Samuel 
R. Ritchie, Donelson; H.H. Tallman, LaPaz; A. A. Thompson, Tyner. 


