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World War I Draft Registration 
At the time of his registration for the World War I draft on 5 June 1917, Frank was 24 years old, 
living with his wife Zella and the two daughters at 514 Washington in El Dorado, Butler County, 
Kansas.  He was working as a tool dresser for Crow & Sullivan in the oil industry.  The tool 
dresser was the driller’s assistant at an oil well, responsible for sharpening or dressing the drill 
bit.  He was described as being of medium build, with gray eyes, brown hair, and a medium 
complexion. 

World War I Enlistment 
When Frank was inducted into the US Army as a Private on 26 July 1918 he was age 25 and 
working in Okmulgee, Okmulgee County, Oklahoma, as an oil driller. The driller was the most 
important job on a drill site.  He had to recognize what was going on thousands of feet below by 
the sound and the feel of the cable, along with overseeing, or even doing, all of the other tasks 
involved in drilling for oil.  

At this time, his wife Zella and their daughters were living in Streator, Illinois with her mother.  
It’s not known whether Zella moved before or after Frank went into the Service. 
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World War I Service 
Frank was a member of the Allied Expeditionary Forces from 21 September 1918 to 22 June 
1919.  On 14 January 1919 he was attached to the 159th Ambulance Company. 

The American Expeditionary Forces, or AEF, were the United States Armed Forces sent to 
Europe in World War I. During the United States campaigns in World War I the AEF fought in 
France alongside French and British allied forces in the last year of the war, against Imperial 
German forces.  Ambulance companies were responsible for providing transportation for the 
sick and wounded.  After the Armistice, the ambulance companies assisted in the evacuation 
home of the sick and wounded. 

Because Frank’s military record was among those destroyed by the 1973 fire at the National 
Personnel Records Center in St. Louis, Missouri, no details about his service survive other than 
his Enlistment and Discharge papers, and those exist only because he registered them with the 
Lemoore County, California Recorder’s Office in 1930 and copies eventually found their way to 
the Kansas Historical Society files.  The National Archives has no record of the 159th 
Ambulance Company service either.  Some information about the 159th was found online while it 
was attached to the 115th Sanitary Train, but it was detached on the same day that Frank was 
assigned to it and no details were found about its activities after that date. 

Therefore only some general surmises can be made about Frank’s tour of duty.  The 
assumption is that Frank served in France because that is where the AEF was assigned. 

Timeline of World War I in France during Frank’s tour of duty: 

1918 July 26  Frank inducted into the Army 

 September 21  Frank assigned to the Allied Expeditionary Forces 

 September 26 - Meuse-Argonne Offensive (AKA the Battle of the Argonne Forest) 
 November 11  

 November 11  Armistice; fighting ends 

1919 January 14  Frank attached to the 159th Ambulance Company 

 June 22  Frank detached from the AEF 

 July 04  Frank assigned to Camp Pike Casual Detachment Demob Group 

 July 10  Frank discharged with the rank of Private 

Thus it appears likely that Frank fought in the Meuse-Argonne Offensive and then with the 159th 
Ambulance Company he participated in the evacuation of the sick and wounded to home after 
the Armistice.  His assignment between 11 November 1918 and 14 January 1919 is unknown. 

The Meuse-Argonne Offensive, or Maas-Argonne Offensive, also called the Battle of the 
Argonne Forest, was a part of the final Allied offensive of World War I that stretched along the 
entire western front. It was the bloodiest battle of the war. 

After the Armistice, the Army had several evacuation hospitals in operation and an ambulance 
company was assigned to each.  The  Spanish Flu Epidemic was at its height during the time of 
Frank’s service, so he also had to deal with those victims in addition to war injuries and normal 
illnesses. 

World War I Demob 
On 04 July 1919 Frank was assigned to the Casual Detachment Demob Group at Camp Pike 
near Little Rock, Pulaski County, Arkansas and on 10 July 1919 he received an honorable 
discharge with the rank of Private. 
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World War II “Old Man’s” Draft Registration 
Known as the “Old Man’s Draft” because it targeted men 45-64 years of age, this draft 
registration took place on April 27, 1942, at local draft boards around the country.  It was 
intended to provide the  government with a register of manpower, men who might be eligible for 
national service.  Unlike other drafts for World War II, this one targeted older men not for military 
service but for help on the home front. 

At this time, Frank was 48 and lived at 189 Barclay St. in Long Beach with his fourth wife, Viola.  
He was was working for the Signal Oil & Gas Co. at 2780 Junipero in Long Beach.  On 26 
January 1943 a correction showed that lived at 115 Ferguson Ave. in Oildale, Kern County, 
California  (this may have been a temporary work address). 
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