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C. B. SCHMIDT 
C. B. Schmidt was born in Dippoldiswnlde, Saxony, Germany, in 1843, where his 

father was an architect. He attended a commercial school a t  Dresden and then obtained 
a position as a foreign correspondent in Hamburg. The following year he went to St. 
Louis, M i u r i .  In 1866, he married Mattie Fraim and in 1868, he came to Lawrence, 
K m ,  where be established a grocery business. He also functioned as a wrrespondent 
for newspapers in Germany, which led to his appointment as Commissioner of Immigra- 
tion for the Atehison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad Company in Topeka. In 1880, he 
established a Santa Fe office in London, and in 1895, he became the manager of the 
Suburban Land and Investment Company in Puehlo, Colorado. He crossed the Atlantic 
thirty-swen times, mostly in the interests of railroad land settlements. 

C. B. Schmidt influenced many Mennonites to settle on the Santa Fe land, startins in 
1874. The files of the Mennonite Library and Archives at Bethel College contain much 
correspondence which C. B. Schmidt had with David Goen, Christian Krehbiel, and 
Bernard Warkentin, who were the main leaders of the Rwian  migration to Kansas. Later 
Schmidt became Commissioner of Immigration for the Rock Island Railroad and also an 
agent of the Wyoming Development Company (1914-1916). At this time he had an 
extensive correspondence with H. P. Krehbiel in an endeavor to sell land in Wyoming to 
the Mennonites. ("Reminiscences of Foreign Immigration Work for Kansas" by C. B. 
Schmidt, Transactions of the Kansar State Historical Society, 1905-1906, Vol. 9, Topeka, 
1906.) 



I N T H I s two major topics are treated. The first deals 
with. early settlements on the railroad lands in 1 S S U E Kansas. The second is an annual report per- 
taining to Anabaptist-Mennonite research and 

publications. 9T C. B. Schmidt wrote a pamphlet in 1878 for 
the purpose of inducing German settlers from Russia and Germany 
to come and settle on the newly acquired land of the Atchison, 
Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad Company. Needless to say, this is 
today an extremely significant account because it gives a firsthand 
observation and narration of a well-informed observer of the early 
German settlements, some of which were two to three years old 
and others were just being established. C. B. Schmidt had an un- 
usually keen sense of observation and a pleasant way of relating his 
findings. Naturally, it is apparent that a land salesman gives the 
account in the hope of inducing others to join the westward trek. 
His reports about yields will, in general, be accurate. ql An 
unquestionable exaggeration occurs when Schmidt writes on how 
many Mennonites he was able to peeuade to come to Kansas. In 
1905 he stated that by "the year 1883 about 15,000 Mennonites 
had settled on the lands of the Santa Fe road, and since then 
they have increased to at least 60,000." We are now in a position 
to compare his figures with those of other sources of information. 
We know that the total number of Mennonites that went to the Threshing of Wheat in Pioneer Days. 

United States and Canada was about 18,000. Approximately half 
of them settled in Kansas. They could not have increased to 60,000 
by 1905. ("Reminiscences of Foreign Immigration Work for Kan- 
sas" by C. B. Schmidt, Transactions of the Kansas State Historical 
Society, 1905-1906, Vol. 9, Topeka, 1906, p. 495.) 9T The 
pamphlet by C. B. Schmidt appeared in 1878 and was published 
by the Western Publishing Company, Halstead, Kansas, of which 
David Goen was editor and manager. The German title of the 
pamphlet was Die Deutschen Ansiedlungen in Siid West Kansas 
auf den Landereien der Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Eisen- 
bahngesellschaft. Goen himself had written a pamphlet of thirty I - - - 
pages in 1874, on the same subject, entitled Die Mennoniten Nieder- 
lassung auf den LHndereien der Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
Eisenbahn-Gesellschaft in Harv'ey and Marion Co., Kansas. This 
is the first time that the account by C. B. Schmidt is being pub- 
lished in the English language. It appears in an abbreviated form 
with some added editorial comments. It was fortunate that Schmidt 
had an artist with him who drew numerous sketches of places 
which they visited. The center section of the magazine features 
most of these sketches. Additional illustrations were taken from 
Frank Leslie's Illustrirte Zeitung, published in 1875 in New York. 
91 "As Others Saw Them" contains topically arranged observa- 
tions featured by Noble L. Prentis in The  Commonwealth and in 
Kansas Miscellanies. They were reprinted in From the Steppes 
to the Prairies (1949). The articles by Joyce Gaeddert and Arnold 
Regier feature the background of the West Prussian Mennonites 

that settled east of Newton in the early days of Kansas, including 
a report about a recent visit of the Danzig homeland of these 
Mennonites. 41 The annual research reports and bibliographies 
increase in length from year to year, which is an evidence that the 
Anabaptist, or Left-Wing Reformers are continuing to get consid- Stones of the Gnadenau Windmill 
erable attention by an increasing number of scholars and writers no, located in the ~ i l l ~ b ~ ~ ~  M ~ -  
in Europe as well as North America. seum. (See p. 69). 



Kansas Mennonite 
Settlements, 1877 

By C. B. Schmidt 

DURING OUR TRIP from Topeka, Kansas, to the next 
station west we want to share with you the following 
information. The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail- 
road Company was begun in 1872. Similar to the other 
railroad companies of the West the A. T. & S. F. re- 
ceived a land grant of 3,200,000 acres from the U. S. 
government under the condition that the company 
would build a railroad of a definite length within 
a definite time period. Due to the vision, energy, and 
financial acumen of the founders, all conditions were 
met and the railroad assumed ownership of the land. 
During the last eight months of the year 1872, more 
than 360 miles of the railroad were completed and put 
to use. The total stretch of the main line and the two 
branches-from Florence to El Dorado and from New- 
ton to Wichita-was nearly 800 miles in 1876. 

In order to sell the acquired land, the railroad es- 
tablished land offices which had the task of selling the 
land and promoting its settlement. Within five years 
almost one million acres of land were sold and under 
cultivation. The company recognized the advantages 
of inviting German settlers, and consequently appointed 
a German General Agent to be in charge of the Ger- 
man Department of the Land Office in Topeka. Thus 
nearly 300,000 acres of land were sold to German 
settlers coming from various parts of America as well 
as from Europe. The interest of 'European Germans 
made it necessary to establish a general agency of the 
Land Office in Hamburg with branch agencies in a 
number of other large cities in Gennany and Austria. 
Such agencies had already been established in America 
so that the inquiries and the sale of land could be 
handled more efficiently. 

On our trip from Topeka westward we have arrived 
in Florence, passing up Emporia. The stone quarries 
of Florence serve the settlers with valuable construc- 
tion materials. From here a thirty mile branch track 
goes to El Dorado in Butler County. We spent the 

night in Florence in order to continue our trip next 
morning into the beautiful Cottonwood Valley. 

A fast running team took us to Marion County in 
a few hours. Our road followed the Cottonwood River 
through a fruitful and scenic valley. When the German 
immigrants from Russia came to this place four years 
ago they said, "It is good to linger here. Let us build 
homes." And here they began during the same year to 
establish a number of blooming Mennonite settlements 
which we now want to visit. The following information 
is based on the reports of the settlers who will now 
be introduced to the reader. We now leave Marion 
Center in order to visit the first Mennonite settlement 
on the lands of the A. T. & S. F. Railroad in the 
Cottonwood Valley. 

Bruderthal in Marion County 

Following a tributary of the Cottonwood River we 
amve at the farm of Jakob Funk. The large stone 
building with large sheds, sheep pens, machine sheds, 
and other buildings give the visitors the impression 
that we are on a large estate. We are warmly received 
and the lady of the house offers us a "cup of genuine 
German coffee." We learn the following from the 
Funks. 

Mr. Funk belongs to the pioneers from Russia who 
came to America in 1874 in search of a new home. 
With others he visited Kansas and was convinced that 
the soil of the Cottonwood Valley was fertile and, 
consequently, bought some land. Funk favorably com- 
pares this valley with that of the fertile Molotschna 
Valley and expects one-third more in terms of crop 
production. In 1876, he received up to 39 bushels of 
wheat per acre, averaging 22 bushels. In 1877, the 
crop was not as large because of the locusts. He re- 
ceived only 12 bushels of wheat but raised 40 to 60 
bushels of corn per acre. According to Funk, Kansas 
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bluestem grass was not quite as good for the sheep 
as the hay he had produced in Russia. Funk's neigh- 
bor, Johann Rempel, fed corn to his 600 sheep in addi- 
tion to hay. He spends from 50 to 60 cents per sheep 
for feed during the winter. He averaged 4 pounds of 
wool per sheep, receiving 20 to 30 cents per pound for 
wool and $1.50 to $2.00 per lamb on the market. 

Jakob Funk is farming one section of land. In addi- 
tion, fourteen families are each renting eighty acres 
of his land. The latter belong to the Volga German 
group from Russia who came here without financial 
resources. Funk helped furnish them with lumber for 
eight houses which constitute a nice looking little 
village and helped them obtain horses and wagons. 
The houses consist of mud walls and straw roofs, but 
happiness is as abundant in these homes as it is in the 
palaces of the money kings of New York and other 
large cities. 

After having seen Funk's estate and what capital 
and labor can accomplish, we bid him farewell in 
order to visit Wilhelm Ewert who is located a few miles 
northwest. He is the elder of the congregation known 
as the Bruderthal Mennonite Church. 

The settlement consists of eighteen families who own 
7,000 acres of land including that of Jakob Funk. 
Wilhelm Ewert comes from Thorn in West Prussia 
where he left behind a farm with rich soil. Ewert 
considers the valley of the Cottonwood River just as 
fertile, with the added advantage that it does not 
suffer from periodic f l d .  In 1876, his wheat yield 
averaged from 15 to 25 bushels per acre, and he 
received 50 bushels of corn. He was especially success- 
ful in raising sugar cane of which he received 100 
bushels p a  acre. The seed was used to feed the pigs. 
He sold 150 gallons of molasses for 40 to 60 cents per 
gallon. (See Illustrations: Bruderthal settlement and 
the Wilhelm Ewert farm.) 

Johannesthal 

Our trip from Bruderthal takes us to a new settle- 
ment on French Creek consisting of about thirty fami- 
lies from Russian Poland known as the Johannesthal 
Mennonite Church and settlement. Most of the settlers 
came here under the leadership of Benjamin Unruh 
during the years 1875 to 1876. Mr. Unruh told us 
that in Poland they had primarily raised beets for 
the sugar factories. He further stated that the land 
on French Creek was just as fertile as the marsh land 
they had lived on in Poland. Since the farmers had 
just broken the prairie, they were not yet able to give 
a full report on the fertility of the soil. In 1877, 
they averaged from 8 to 17 bushels of wheat per acre 
while the yield of corn was from 40 to 65 bushels. The 
new settlement has already organized a school district, 
built a school, and employed a German teacher. 

From the Johannesthal Mennonite settlement we 
continue our trip southeast passing Bruderthal once 
more. Here we arrive at a " C a n a M '  Mennonite 
settlement wnsisting of fifteen families who are ex- 
pecting additional settlers to join them from Canada. 
The leader of this group is Samuel Burkholder who 
arrived here in Marion County in 1874. When asked 
why they had chosen to come from Ontario to Kansas, 
the response was that the land here is less expensive 
and the climate milder. The yields in 1875-1876 were 
approximately 25 bushels of wheat and 35 bushels of 
corn per acre. 

Four to five miles west of the "Canadian" Menno- 
nite settlement we approach an extention of the large 
Alexanderwohl settlement consisting of the villages 
of Rosenort and Alexanderfeld. More will be related 
about this settlement after a visit to the Gnadenau 
village. 

Gnadenau Settlement 
South of Alexanderfeld and Rosenort is the villwe 

of Gnadenau consisting of about 40 families who haie 
come from the Crirnea in South Russia. This group 
arrived here under the leadership of Elder Jakob. 
Wiebe in 1874. They belong to the Krimmer Menno- 
nite Brethren group which was founded in Russia. 
The group stopped in Elkhart, Indiana, from where 
a delegation was sent to inspect the land in Nebraska 
and Kansas. After four weeks of travel they chose 
this place located on the South Cottonwood River for 
settlement and established a villwe named Gnadenau " 
on the central section of the five sections of land 
acquired from the Santa Fe Railroad. The settlers 
were determined to retain the village tradition and 
pattern of land distribution they had had in Russia. 
This resulted in a deviation from the America practice 
that the farmer lives on the land he farms. All the 
Gnadenau farmers live adiacent to each other on a 
village street and have to go" to their distant fields which 
are parceled out to them around the village. Thus, 
several must drive from one and a half to G o  miles 
out to their land. Some have already given up this 
practice by exchanging land with each other, making 
it possible for them to eshblish their homes on the 
land they farm. The writer, therefore, warns the late 
comers to avoid this costly experience. 

The inspecting group find the Gnadenau farmers 
satisfied with their land. They need only three horses 
to plow the prairie while in the Crirnea they had needed 
six. When they put a twig of a tree in the ground it 
grows immediately. The rainfall is more favorable in 
Kansas than in the Crimea. Their yield of wheat in 
1875 was between 15 to 25 bushels per acre, while corn 
was 40 to 80 and oats 25 to 55. Fertilizer proved to 
increase the yield as did careful plowing and harrowing. 
During the third year the settlers experienced a grass- 
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hopper plague but this did not discourage them. 
From here we proceed to the east side of the village 

to inspect the simple church building. All Mennonite 
churches are plain but when surrounded by trees 
they make a friendly and inviting iinpression -on the 
passer-by. From the church building we have an in- 
teresting and beautiful view of the village. The houses 
are clean and the yards and gardens are well kept, 
which tells us that these people have an eye for beauty, 
comfort, and order. The build in^ material of the 
houses consists of lumber and adobue, and straw roofs 
are common. In spite of the modesty of the homes, 
the big straw stacks and granaries behind the village 
and the green and prosperous gardens and orchards 
around the houses indicate what human industry can 
achieve in a short period of time. Naturally this is 
possible only because of the fertility of the soil and 
the favorable climate. A characteristic landmark of 
the village is a windmill for grinding flour and feed. 
(See Illustrations: Gnadenau village, church and wind- 
mill.)  ear Gnadenau is another village named Hoffnungs- 
thal which consists of thirteen families and 1,280 
acres. Soon families began to settle on their own land. 
(Note: See the illustrations on this page of one of the 
houses of Hoffnungsthal which was moved to Hillsboro 
and is now a museum.) 

Adiacent to the Krimmer Mennonite Brethren is 
a so-called Eckert settlement made up of some thirty 
families and located six miles west of Gnadenau. 
Twenty families of this group live on part of Jakob 
Funk's estate as renters. These German settlers came 
from the Volga River in Russia. (Note: Some of these 
settlers became Baptists; others joined the Mennonite 
Brethren.) 

Weidefeld is a small settlement of Mennonites that 
was established in 1874 on the South Cottonwood 
River. We visited the farm of Peter Harms which 
made a good impression. Among the trees on the 
South Cottonwood River we saw the big elm tree 
under which the delegates of 1874 rested and ate their 
meal while on a land inspection tour. Rosenort is 
another village that is part i f  the large Alexanderwohl 
settlement. (See Illustration: Weidefeld.) 

Alexanderwohl Settlement 

Now we approach the largest Mennonite settlement, 
known as Neu-Alexandenvohl. Alexandenvohl was the 
name given to one of the villages and congregations es- 
tablished at the Molotschna settlement in the Ukraine 
by Mennonites who came in 1821 from the Vistula 
River in Germany. A large number of them, under 
the leadership of Elder Jakob Buller and Dietrich 
Gaeddert, migrated to Kansas and established the 
settlement and congregation we are appmhing,  which 
consists of 165 families with 858 people located on 

22,500 acres. The settlers aimed to preserve their way of 
life and communities by building their home adjacent 
to each other in village clusters as was the general 
practice in Russia and Europe. Each village received 
a name, some of which were identical with the places 
from which they had come. These were Rosenort, 
Weidefeld, Hochfeld, Springfield, Gnadenthal, Gnaden- 
feld, Gruenfeld (Greenfield), Emmathal, and Blumen- 
feld. The plan of settlement is not uniform. Various 
groups have agreed on a land distribution of their 
own. Some live in villages similar to Gnadenau and 
have their land far away. Most, however, like to settle 
in clusters and have the land adjacent. In some in- 
stances, from two to eight families have established 
their homes on a section. The homes are located mostly 
on one side along the section road, which is practical 
for their social, church, and school activities. (See Illu- 
strations: Hachfeld and Abraham Reimer farm.) 

We have reached the elevated village of Hochfeld 
which permits us a panoramic view of the whole settle- 
ment and its land distribution. The owner of parcel 
number 1 of the land which runs from east to west 
and consists of one-half of the section, also owns parcel 
number 1 running from north to south on the other 
half of the section, etc. However, not all settlers have 
established villages. The more prosperous farmers who 
can purchase a whole section prefer living on their land 
like little estate owners. Such a farmer is Abraham 
Reimer. 

Proceeding to the fourth village, Springfield, we 
notice the Americanization of the name. The villages 
of Gnadenthal and Gnadenfeld have typical and tradi- 
tional Mennonite names, while Greenfield (Griinfeld) 
is wavering between this American spelling and the 
German form. Emmathal has derived its name from 
Emma Creek on which it is located. Here we meet the 
delegate and elder of the group, Jakob Buller. We call 
on him in order to obtain some statistical and general 
information about his settlement and congregation. 
In order to get our information from more than one 
source, we proceed with him to his ministerial colleague, 
Heinrich Richert, in the village of Blumenfeld, which 
constitutes the last one in this cluster of Alexandenvohl 
villages. 

We notice that the inhabitants of Blumenfeld origin- 
allv had distributed their land so that their houses 
wohd be adjacent to each other. The Mennonites from 
Russia are used to establishing semi-communal settle- 
ments. Here in Kansas they face the fact that American 
laws are based on private property. Consequently, prob- 
lems arise when some prefer to move onto their own 
land. Another question arises when owners die and the 
land has to be distributed among the children. How- 
ever, it must be stated that the inheritance laws of 
Kansas coincide closely with the traditional Mennonite 
inheritance regulations, so it has not been necessary to 

A P R I L  1 9 7 0  



have their own traditional rules confirmed through 
legal action. 

T h e  Coming of the Alexanderwohl Group 

Joined by other Molotschna Mennonites, the Alex- 
anderwohl group left Russia in 1874 under the leader- 
ship of Jakob Bullm. Upon their anival in New York 
they were confronted by many offers of places they 
could go in order to establish their homes and settle- 
ments. They accepted the offer of the Burlington- 
Missouri Railroad Co. and traveled to Lincoln, Nebras- 
ka. From here representatives investigated the land 
offered in Nebraska and Kansas. Ultimately, most of 
the group chose to move to Kansas and settle on the 
land of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad 
Company. The remaining settled at Henderson, Neb. 

Those coming to Kansas found two large immigra- 
tion houses erected by the Santa Fe for their tem- 
porary residence. At once the men went to work to 
erect their own homes so that they would be able 
to move into them as won as possible. Ultimately, the 
two immigrant houses were made into one and thus 
became the first Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church 
building, located on the east side of Highway 15. 
(See Illustrations: Immigration Houses.) 

The land occupied by the Alexanderwohl Menno- 
nites covers parts of Marion, Harvey, and McPherson 
counties. This land is more level than that of the 
Bruderthal and Gnadenau settlements. However, it has 
all the good qualities of a fertile valley land and is 
superior to the steppes of Russia because the droughts 
in Kansas are less severe. The spring rains help the 
winter wheat mature and ripen before the heat of 
the summer comes. During the last years, the grain 
has suffered more from an overabundance of rain 
than from a lack of moisture. Consequently, it is ob- 
vious that the  settle^ in Kansas will not have to fear 
the threat of drought. Even the grasshoppers have not 
discouraged the Russian Mennonite settlers, as has 
been the case with other farmers who have moved on 
farther west to escape the marauding insects. Previous 
experience in Russia made the Mennonites confident 
that the grasshopper plagues were temporary conditions 
that only came periodically. According to Heinrich 
Richert, the crop yields in Alexandenvohl were as 
follows: wheat, between 12 and 15 bushels per acre; 
barley, between 15 and 40 bushels; oats, between 20 
and 30 bushels; and corn, between 20 and 40 bushels. 
In 1877, the yield was somewhat lower than had been 
the case in 1875 and 1876. 

T h e  West Prussian Mennonites 

The major center of business for the Mennonite 
settlements is Newton, which is the Harvey County 
seat and has the strategic A. T. & S. F. train station. 

The railroad connects Newton with the 30-mile-distant 
Wichita, the metropolis of Southwestern Kansas. The 
division agent of the Santa Fe has his office in Newton, 
and the locomotives and conductors change in Newton 
when trains come through. I t  is a lively town with 
good prospects for the future. Proceeding from Newton 
we turn southeast and arrive, after a three-mile trip, 
at Goldschar which is a Mennonite settlement of West 
Prussian immigrants. First we approach the farm of 
Hermann Sudamann, Sr., noticing also the farms in 
the background belonging to Wilhelm Quiring and 
Hermann Sudermann, Jr. They have only just recently 
established themselves here ( 1877). (See Illustration : 
Hermann Sudermann Farms.) 

We continue from here in a southerly direction, and 
after a fifteen-mile trip we arrive at the newly a- 
tablished West Prussian Mennonite settlement in But- 
ler County near Whitewater. I t  is noticeable that 
these ~hmigr~ants had the capital necessary to build 
large and comfortable homes. We proceed to the home 
of the leader of the congregation, Elder Leonhard 
Sudermann, and his colleague and brother, Abraham 
Sudermann. The impressive dwelling we enter seems 
to imply "there is room also for you." (See Illustration: 
Abraham Sudermann Farm.) The trip and the fresh 
prairie air have created an appetite which is now 
being satisfied by a glass of milk and bread with Lim- 
burger cheese produced by their neighbor Gerhard Re- 
gier. I t  was indeed a practical plan which Regier 
realized by making use of the luscious pasture and 
establishing a dairy and cheese factory. Thus, the vir- 
gin prairie is put to use and the daughters of the home 
are not the kind of "ladies" who hesitate to join their 
mother in the tasks required by a dairy and cheese 
factory. 

Here we discontinue the use of our rugged, springless 
wagon and mount an elegant spring buggy with an 
excellent team. Our gracious host has put this con- 
veyance at our disposal, thus enabling us to make 
a few more calls. First we visit Dietrich Claassen, 
who has erected a two-story house already patterned 
after American architectural styles. (See Illustrations: 
Dietrich Claassen Farm.) We enter his home and find 
him willing to give us some desired information. The 
West Prussian settlement in Butler County consists of 
twenty-four families who have acquired 77,000 acres 
of land from the A. T. & S. F. Railroad Co. Although 
they come from the fertile Werder delta of the Vistula 
River in West Prussii, they find that the land of Butler 
County is just as productive. The settlers belonged 
to the Heubuden Mennonite Church of West Prussia. 
Their immigration was caused, in part, by the intro- 
duction of the Prussian Cabinet Order which made it 
obligatory for every citizen to do direct or indirect 
military service in Germany. The first group of these 
prosperous families anived in America in 1876. Some 
went to Beatrice, Nebraska, and the others to Kansas. 
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Gerhard Penner, the elder of the Heubuden Mennonite 
Church, followed with additional families in 1877, and 
joined the Beatrice group. The settlers of Butler County 
consequently have chosen for their elder L d a r d  
Sudermann of Berdyansk, South Prussia., who originally 
came from West Prussia. 

The prospects of the Prussian settlers in Butler 
County are good. They have chosen a favorable loca- 
tion and their financial resources and hired help will 
contribute considerably to their prosperity. 

Gnadenberg (Grace Hill) 
On our return to Newton we take the opportunity 

to visit the Gnadenberg Mennonites near Sheldon in 
Harvey County. They have come here numbering 33 
families from a place called Michalin in Russian 
Poland. Twenty-seven families have already purchased 
land while six are still without. The total of their 
land holdings is over 3,500 acres. W i n g  their first 
summer (1875) they had a good crop. Even though 
the grasshoppers caused a decrease in yield during the 
last summer, they are hopeful and confident that the 
"farmers' efforts and work will be rewarded." 

Settlements near Wichita 
Our next trip from Newton is a train ride to Wichita 

which is a significant business town because it is the 
end of the line for the A. T. & S. F. Railroad. Conse- 
quently, the town is the storage place for goods to be 
shipped east or to be distributed to farmers coming in 
by wagon. Much wheat is annually transported from 
here to the east. The city is located on the Arkansas 
River which gives it a charm and beauty. 

W. GreifFenstein, the present mayor of Wichita, is 
also considered founder of the city since he laid out 
the plan for it. The German element is strongly repre- 
sented in the city: five of the councilmen are German. 
In addition the city has a German bank, brewery, and 
various other German enterprises. Wichita was for- 
merly known for the rough character of its population 
when h a t  everybody walking through the streets 
carried a pistol with him. However, presently the 
population is changing so that Albert Hess assured 
us that the pistol is being replaced by more friendly 
instruments. Where there was formerly the sound of 
explosions, you can now hear the sound of pianos and 
organs. 

In order to convince oneself of the fertility of the 
soil of this area, one must take an eight-mile trip 
westward to the German Catholic settlement of Ger- 
mania which is spread over 20 to 25 miles and con- 
sists of 100 families. They have come here from Min- 
nesota. The reasons for their transfer were the milder 
climate and the longer summer, as well as the greater 
fertility of the soil. M a t  of them raise wheat, all the 
way from 100 to 400 acres. They have already erected 

one church and intend to build another. They are 
being joined by friends from Iowa and other states. 

Nine miles south of Wichita is a German settlement, 
El Paso, consisting of 30 to 40 families who have come 
here from the east. A third German settlement is 1 c ~  
cated six miles north of Wichita and consists of German 
Protestants. The first ten to twelve families came from 
Ohio, Indiana, and other -tern states. 

Halstead 

We take the train from Wichita and return to New- 
ton in order to proceed from here to the next station 
westward. Halstead is located ten miles from Newton. 
We have heard about thii place many times and are 
surprised to find it is not very large. However, we 
realize that four or five years ago it had only three 
houses. Now it has spread and grown. Formerly, few 
trains stopped here. Today there are two branch rail- 
roads, a depot with a telegraph office, and every train 
stops here. Of great significance is the flour mill of 
B. Warkentin and Company which draws many people 
to the town. In addition to this there are two success- 
ful business places and many smaller and larger stores 
and enterprises operated by English-speaking owners. 
Halstead has become a major center for the sale of 
wheat, drawing more and more farmers to the town. 
Prospective settlers, immigrants, and business people 
crowd the town which has two large hotels, one of 
which is German. 

In closing our visit to Halstead, we proceed to the 
Western Publication Company. David Goen is owner 
and manager of this busy enterprise. The print shop 
is so successful that even the Santa Fe Railroad pub- 
lishes its brochures here, including this one. The large 
press prints 8,000 to 12,000 pages daily, using news- 
print as well as the best quality of paper. In connection 
with the print shop there is a book bindery and a 
bookstore. In addition to various other jobs the Western 
Publication Company also publishes the semi-monthly 
Mennonite paper Zur Heimath and another small 
paper. Because of its central location Halstead is the 
logical place for this enterprise as well as for the 
establishment of a wool factory, a paper mill, and 
other industries. It has sufficient water in the Arkansas 
River. 

The Mennonite settlers around Halstead have come 
primarily from Sommerfield, Illinois, and from Iowa.' 
They, as well as some Mennonites from Russia, con- 
stitute the pioneers among the German Mennonites 
who began the purchase of land from the A. T. & S. F. 
Railroad. It was Christian Krehbiel and his group 
from Sommerfield, Illinois, who in the spring of 1874 
purchased 18,000 acres and resaved an additional 
30,000 acres. The settlers published a brochure about 
this Mennonite settlement. Ever since this purchase, 
the acquisition of land by Germans from the A.T. & 
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S. F. Railroad has continued uninterrupted to the 
present in the German Department of the Land Office 
in Topeka. 

The choice of the land near Halstead for the es- 
tablishment of a German settlement, as well as the 
other places mentioned, has proved to be a fortunate 
one. The land slopes sufficiently so that excess water 
will not kill the wheat. The Illinois farmers find that 
the winter wheat can more easily be raised in Kansas 
than in Illinois. The frost does not hurt the winter 
wheat as they experienced it in their home state. 

Careful farmers such as John W. Ruth and Daniel 
Haury (three miles north of Halstead), who pay at- 
tention to the praper seeding season and the other 
chores of the farmer, find that the yields are as good 
as they were in southern Illinois. The same is said by 
the settlers from Iowa and Russia. The average yield 
in 1876 and 1877 was ten to twenty bushels of wheat 
per acre. In some cases, thirty bushels were harvested. 

Some New York settlers, among whom was William 
Barkerneyer, established themselves on the land which 
originally had been reserved by the Halstead Menno- 
nites. They were joined by other families from the 
state of New York and have organized the Methodist 
Church of Halstead. 

The Mennonite settlement around Halstead stretches 
three miles to the south and twenty miles to the north 
where the border of the land grant of the A. T. & 
S. F. Railroad is reached. In our excursion ten miles 
to the northwest of Halstead, we reach the home of the 
elder of the Halstead Mennonite Church, Valentin 
Krehbiel. (See Illustration: Valentin Krehbiel Farm.) 
His house, near Turkey Creek and the Little Arkansas 
River, is elevated and makes a very good impression. 
From here we proceed to the north and after an eight 
mile trip, we arrive at the little Mennonite town of 
Christian, which derived its name from the first 
names of the founders-Christian Krehbiel, Christian 
Hirschler, and Christian Voran. Next we proceed to the 
Swiss settlement of Hoffnungsfeld. 

Hofnungsfeld. (Hope field), Moundridge 
The settlement of the Swiss Volhynian Mennonites 

who have come from Russian Poland begins four miles 
from Christian. After their arrival in New York, one 
group went to South Dakota, while some sixty families 
under the leadership of Elder Jakob Stucky went to 
McPhemn County, Kansas, by way of the Santa Fe 
Railroad. We are calling on Jakob Stucky to get some 
information about this settlement of 8,400 acres. 

In Volhynia the Swiss Mennonites were used to sandy 
soil, while here in McPherson County they find the 
land producing larger yields than it had in Russia. 
However, they miss the Jewish merchants who came 
to buy their butter, eggs, and chickens for higher 
prices than they are getting here. Otherwise they are 

well pleased since they are modest and frugal in their 
way of life. Prosperity will soon reward them for all 
the effort expended in transferring from Russia to 
America. They have attained the following yields 
during their three years in Kansas: wheat, from 10 to 
25 bushels per acre; barley 25 to 45 bushels; oats, 30 
to 50 bushels. (From the Hoffnungsfeld settlement and 
congregation later emerged the Eden, West Zion, and 
McPherson congregations.) 

East and northeast of the Swiss Hoffnungsfeld settle- 
ment is the Canton Mennonite settlement consisting of 
more than a hundred families who were immigrants 
from Polish Russia. They came without any financial 
means and were aided by Mennonite aid commit- 
tees. Their morale was very low when they arrived. 
During the first winter they had to be helped by the 
Santa Fe Railroad which granted them living quarters 
free of charge. The Mennonite aid societies furnished 
food and clothing. In the spring when they were to 
move onto the land, the Santa Fe Railroad made some 
of the land reserved bv the Halstead Mennonites avail- 
able to them. The generous conditions of this agreement 
enabled each family to acquire forty or eighty acres of 
land. In addition, the railroad made possible the free 
transport of lumber, machinery, and cattle. Financial 
aid amounting to $20,000 was made available by the 
various Mennonite aid societies so that these settlers 
were able to purchase seed and food. Today it is a 
pleasure to make a trip through this community which 
is a monument to what can be achieved through 
mutual help. The settlement already has a school with 
150 children. Some of the Polish Mennonites find work 
in the nearby Swedish settlement which produces broom 
corn that must be cut by hand. The raising of broom 
corn is also spr'eading into the neighboring settlements. 

Hofnungsau in Reno County 

From here we proceed once again to the town of 
Christian. Traveling in a southeastern direction towards 
Turkey Creek, we reach the farms of Jakob and Hein- 
rich Regier. (See Illustration: Heinrich and Jakob 
Regier Farms.) Seventeen stacks of wheat greet us as 
we arrive. The last harvest yielded 25 bushels per acre. 
Across the road they have fenced in a pasture and 
dug a watering hole for the cattle. 

Going west from here we cross Turkey Creek and 
reach a large number of buildings which belong to 
the Hoffnungsau Mennonite settlement and church. 
Many of the settlers immigrated from the Franzthal 
village of the Molotschna settlement in Russia. Hence 
the name Franzthal. The illustration shows that an 
effort was made to establish a village as they had known 
it back in Russia, with a row of houses on both sides 
of the village street and with flower and vegetable 
gardens between the houses and the street. Back of 
the buildings are the fields and the grain stacks waiting 
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for the threshing machines. (See Illustration: Franz- can only be shattered when he is convinced of the 
thal Village.) practical advantages- through a direct confrontation. 

It does not take him very long to figure out that straw 
Threshing Stones and Stoves and hay are cheaper than the imported coal and that 

. stone and brick are not as expensive as the purchase of 
'peaking about threshing gives us an to an iron stove. Consequently, the Mennonite oven has 

=plain the c~linder-sha~ed stones which we in conquered many an American home. (See I l l u s ~ o n s . )  
most of the of the Mennonite settlcmentsy but After this detour, we continue our journey through not found anywhere Thq are threshing the Hoffnungsau settlwent From the village of Frmr- 
that were used by the Mennonites in Russia by hitching thsl we prmed five 

to the west and drive into to the and it Over the * 
the well-kqt yaA of Elder Dietrich Gaeddert. He live the wheat was worked loose from the chaff. The set- 
in a large stone house that is idRltieal to the archi. tlers had these stones made after their arrival in Kansas. 
tntural style of the homes in the Mmnonite uillages 

soon they found Out that the back in Russia. Although he has a large family, we threshing machines honer Or engines find plenty of room and enjoy the hospitality. ((Se 
were more C o n ~ u e n t l ~ Y  the Russian Illuseation: Dietrich Gaeddert Farm.) 
threshing stones are lying in the yards unused and have 
become an agricultural antiquity. Gaeddert's Hoffnungsau group originally migrated 

What has been said about the threshing -chines from Russia as Part of the A1exandenvohl group. 

can also be said about the plows, hay racks, cultivators, Up0n their in Kansas, a goup under Jakob 
drills, and most of the other tools, and Buller established the Alexandenvohl settlement in 

equipment. In many a corner of the yard we can see the H o f f n u ~ a u  goup under 

the idle plows and other equipment brought along Dietrich Gaeddert settled in Reno County. The total 
from Russia. One should first the American including a smaller PouP led by Jakob 

machines before importing them from E ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  By doing Klassen, consists of nearly 200 families with over 

so, you will soon find that b e r i c a  is fifty years ahead 25,000 acres of land. (Editor's Note: The Hoffnung- 
of Russia and several decades ahead of the rest of Eur- SaU Franzthal as as the Alexandenvohl 
ope. group, had come to Russia from Brankenhoffswalde- 

However, it must be said that the Mennonites are Franzthal, B-denburg, Germany.) 

patical ,  and have smn given up whateva prejudices Dietrich Gaeddert gives US the following orientation. 
they had. They are taking advantage of all improve- The road which takes US from the farms of Jakob and 
ments available. This progressive spirit and their Heinrich Regier (east of Turkey Creek) westward 
errpertise in agriculture the Mennonites through Franzthal to Dietrich Gaeddert's farm is called 
desired settlers. The Smta Fe Railroad now has settled "German Street" (Deutsche Strusse, later "Dutch Ave- 
most of the Mennonites that have come on its land. nue"). I t  xuns for twelve miles through the entire 

Many things have already hen mentioned which settlement and goes as far as the bridge across the Little 
the European settler finds to his upon arrival Arkansas River. Along this road some forty Mennonite 
in this cowtry. On the other hand, the American must families live on land purchased from the Santa Fe 
be ready to accept those advantages offered him by Railroad or from homesteaders. Similarly, two roads 
the European way of life. Let us refer to just one through the Hoffnungsau settlement from the south 
matter, namely the advantage of using brick or stone to the north, beginning at the Little hkansas and 
ovens instead of iron stoves. The latter must be stretching ten miles north. This eastern road is known 
heated with wood or coal. The be as Schmidt's L i e ,  named after C. B. Schmidt, the 
here for about four to six dollars per ton, the purchase general agent of the Land Oftice of the Atchison, 
of which usually requires a cash outlay. In this respect Topeka and Santa Fe IWroad- The Mennonites owe 
the bedcan farmer can learn fron the Russian him much and consequently express their gratitude in 
Mennonite farmer. this way. Schmidt's Line leads past Franzthal and is 

~h~ h& is made of brick or stone on which the the main road between the towns of Burrton and 
cooking is done. ~h~ big oven, also made of brick, is McPherson. The former is a station of the A. T. & S.F. 
built into the partition wall between two rooms and, Railroad nine miles west of Halstead, and the latter is 
consequently, heats two, three, or even four rooms. the county seat of McPherson County. 
This oven is stoked in the kitchen where the cooking The second road running from the south to the north 
hearth is located. The fuel consists of prairie hay or through the Hoffnungsau settlement is known as John- 
straw. Many American farmers consider it a joke son Street and is located three miles west of Schmidt's 
when they hear that the Mennonite farmers are keep- Line. It is named after another land agent for the 
ing warm and cooking their meals by the use of A. T. & S. F. Railroad, A. S. Johnson. 
straw or prairie hay. Many make a trip for miles to Dietrich Gaeddert relates that the ground must be 
satisfy their curiosity. The prejudice of the American plowed somewhat deeper than they were used to in 
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South Russia, and is more sandy than the soil in 
Russia. The highest yield produced by Gaeddert was 
27 bushels p a  acre, while others harvested up to 35. 
The average yield in 1877 was . h e e n  15 and 25 
bushels with a maximum of 40 bushels of wheat p a  
acre. The yield of oats averaged between 30 and 45 
with a maximum of 75 bushels per acre. Barley was 
20 to 40 bushels and rye, 15 to 25 bushels. Welsh corn 
produced 40 to 75 bushels p a  acre. 

The largest city near the Hoffnungsau settlement is 
Hutchinson, located on the Santa Fe Line in Reno 
County. Next to Newton, Hutchinson is the largest 
city wes+ of Emporia. 

South of Hutchinson is an Amish Mennonite settle- 
ment in the making. These settlers are coming in from 
the state of Indiana. I t  is expected that, because of 
over population, Amish from Ohio and Pennsylvania 
will come westward to join them. 

From Hutchinson, the Santa Fe moves eighteen 
miles westward towards Sterling, which is located on 
the Arkansas River. Another twenty-three miles west- 
ward is Ellinwood in Barton County near the Big 
Arkansas Riva. This large German settlement is the 
center of the Germania colony where 300 German 
families have settled. Between this settlement and Great 
Bend some German Baptists and Methodists have 
established themselves. 

Gnadenthal 

Following the Walnut Valley for eighteen to twenty- 
five miles, we encounter the most beautiful scenery 
along the Walnut River with the luscious buffalo grass 
of the endless prairie and the fields awaiting the far- 
mer's plough. Here we run into the village of Elder A. 
Hahnhart who moved from Gnadenau, Marion County 
to Rush County where he settled with 30 families on the 
Walnut River. Although the homes consist of temporary 
dugouts, they contain satisfied inhabitants since no 
one reaped less than twenty bushels of wheat per acre 
in 1877. Some ten miles northeast of Gnadenthal, 
Lutherans from the Volga River have settled, and 
twenty miles northwest of Great Bend we visit a group 
of Moravians from Austria who had followed the 
invitation of C. B. Schmidt to settle in Kansas. They 
named their settlement Triebenz after the place from 
which they had come. 

Pawnee Rock 
Returning to Great Bend we ride nine miles on the 

Santa Fe train until we reach Pawnee Rock. Thirty- 
seven Mennonite families have established a settlement 
two to ten miles from the town. They came from Rus- 
sian Poland three years ago. Their wheat harvest ranged 
between 28 and 35 bushels. In addition to the buffalo 
grass, plenty of bluestem grass can be found. Conse- 
quently, few farmers make hay since the cattle can 
remain out in pasture through most of the winter. Hay 
is made only for the few cold winter days. 

After a visit to Nettleton, Kinsley, and Offerle to 
see German settlers from Saxony, Alsace, and other 
places, we arrive in Dodge City and find a strong 
representation of German settlers in this area. 

Agriculture 
A considerable amount of winter wheat has been 

sown since the coming of the Mennonites. In 1877, 
857,125 acres were planted and the following year, the 
figure was 1,243,315 acres. Some apple trees are being 
planted as well as peach, cherry, and pear trees. 

When a European farmer hears about a wheat field 
consisting of 4,000 acres, he imagines that an army 
of field workers, horses, and oxen are necessary to 
work it. Kansas farmers have wheat fields of 1,000 to 
4,000 acres, and they hire others to plant and reap 
their cro~s. 

A general observation in regard to the price of the 
land needs to be made. The price of the land of the 
German settlements is rising rapidly because of the 
increase in population. Especially the Mennonites con- 
tribute to the increase in farm land prices because they 
like to settle next to their relatives and friends. This is 
understandable, but unfortunately, the landowners take 
advantage of this situation and raise their prices. The 
high land prices in "completed settlements" mislead 
some in their evaluation of land prices. The A. T. & 
S. F. Railroad still has 2,500,000 acres of the best land. 
Groups of ten to thirty families can still find land at 
reasonable prices -some fifty to one hundred miles away 
from the large German settlements in Marion, Harvey, 
Butler, McPhmon, and Reno counties. 

(Translated by Cornelius Krahn) 

Menno Simons Lectures Published 

The January issue of Mennonite Life (1970) was devoted to the topic "Reformation and Revolution" 
presented by Alvin Beachy, James Juhnke, William Keeney, and Cornelius Krahn. Write for copies to 
Mennonite Life, 
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As Others Saw Them 
By Noble L. Prentis and others 

Arrival in Tofieka rivers, till now almost devoid of habitations. Even 

"The rallying-point of the Russsian immigrants in 
1874 and 1875 was Topeka, and that town abounded 
with sheepskin coats, ample breeches, bulbous petti- 
coats, iron teakettles, and other objects supposed to be 
distinctively Russian, for many months." (p. 19) . 

"All the Mennonite communities in this country 
are becoming interated in the settlement of their 
people in Kansas, and the movement is rapidly gaining 
in magnitude. Missouri, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Penn- 
sylvania and Canada have already furnished large 
numbers of land purchasers and settlers. The party 
which has anived in Topeka in the last thirty days, 
and who have now left for their future homes, numbers 
about two hundred and fifty f d e s ,  the majority 
of whom have belonged to the celebrated Molotschna 
colony, in the district of Taurida, of 
which the Crimea is a part. That colony comprises 
sixty-five villages, and is considered the wealthiest of 
the German settlements of South Russia." (p. 13f.). 

now the busy hum has begun. Long lines of wagons 
with lumber, household g d s  and farm implements, 
are passing out from the railroad stations. The carpen- 
ters are busy putting up the first temporary shelter. 
The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railn>ad Company 
is erecting five immense emigrant houses at covenient 
places for the reception of newcomers." (p. 14). 

"The houses of Gnadenau present every variety of 
architecture, but each house is determined on one 
thing, to keep on the north side of the one street and 
face to the south. Some of the houses are shaped like 
a 'wedge' tent, the inclining sides consisting of 8, frame 
of wood, thatched with long prairie grass, the ends 
being sometimes of sod, at others of boards, and others 
of sun-dried brick. Other houses resemble a wall tent, 
the sides being of sod laid up as regularly as a mason 
lays brick, and the roof of grass. Some of these sod 
houses were in course of construction. Finally came 
substantial frame houses." (p. 17) . 

'The village of Gnadenau was the most pretentious " 
of their villages. I t  was a long row of houses, mostly 

Reasons for Coming built of sod and thatched with long prairie grass. 
"Evelythhg went well the (Russian) Govem- A few of the wealthier citizens had built frame house." 

ment, in 1871, announced its intention of enforcing (P. 19) 
a universal conscription. Against this the Mennonites "Mr. Wiebe has built a house more nearly on the 
protested. Ten years was given them to yield or to R u b  model- He took us over the Structure, a maze 
leave. Thousands left. In 1881, the Government revoked of ~~1 rooms and Pas%-, the stable being under 

the uprivjlegiw" colnpeued the remaining the same roof with the people, and the granaries over 

nites to take lands in s~veralty, and began to introduce "11, the €Feat wheat-stacks being located at the back 
the Russian language into the Mennonite schools. door." (p. 17)- 

Russia's loss is our gain." (p. 23). "Still there was an appearance of resolution and 
"One of the most powerful inducements to bring patience about them, taken with the fact that all, men, 

the Mennonites to has been the passage of an women and children, were at work, that augured well 
act during last wintds session of the Legislature, for the future. I t  was easy, if possessed of the slkhtest 

amending the militia law of 1868 so that all persons amount of imagination, to see t h e  rude habitations 

who, on or before the 1st day of May, in each year, transformed in time to the substantial brick houses 

file with the clerk of their county an affidavit that surrounded by orchards, such as the people had owned 

thol are rnanbeA of a religious whme when they lived on the banks of the Molotschna in far 
articles of faith prohibit the bearing of arms, shall be Russia." (p. 20). 
exempt from militia duty." (p. 14). 

Furniture and Dishes 
Immigrant Houses and Temporary Homes "The interior of the house (of Abraham Reimer) 

"Next summer will show wonderful changes in the consisted of two room, as yet unplastered, looking like 
region between the Cottemood and Little Arkansas the apartments of any thrifty settler who has not yet 

A P R I L  1 9 7 0  59 



had time to plaster his walls. The only 'foreign con- 
trivance' to attract a strancer's notice was the bed- 
stead and bedding, the lattei piled up in a high stack 
when not in use, and covered over with a calico 
'spread.' The top of the high, narrow pile resembled 
in shape a coffin, and conveyed the unpleasant im- 
pression to the visitor that he had arrived just in time 
for a funeral. In the 'best mm7. the  meeting was in 
progress. The room was quite full, and the visages of 
all present were as immovable as the green-and-gold 
face of a Russian clock that ticked on the wall. These 
clocks are seen everywhere. They sport a long pendulum 
with a disk as big as a buckwheat cake, and only, 
heavy handing weights of brass. . . . In every kitchen 
there is a Russian teakettle-a large affair of copper, 
lined with tin; and at 'Bishop' Buller's we saw some 
wooden bowls, curiously painted and gilded. They , 
are very common in Russia, and the smaller sizes sell 
for three cents each. The Mennonite in Russia beats 
the Yankee in the woodenware line." (p. 16f.) . 

"Heinrich Richert took us into a room, to show us 
some Tatar lambskin coats, which was a perfect copy 
of a room in Russia; with its sanded floor, its wooden 
settees painted red and green, its huge carved chest 
studded with great brass-headed bolts, and its brass lock- 
plate, all scoured to perfect brightness. In a little cup- 
board was a shining store of brass and silver tableware. 
I t  was like a visit to Molotschna." (p. 24). 

built in the wall of the house, which, once thoroughly 
heated with light straw, will retain its warmth longer 
than young lave itself." (p. 18). 

"He showed with pride his mulberry hedges. The 
plants are set out in three rows, which are cut down 
alternately. Peter had already cut down one row, and 
had a great pile of brush for firewood. The Mennonites 
relied at first on straw. and a mixture of straw and 
barnyard manure, which was dried and used for fuel, 
but now the wood is increasing on their lands. . . . He 
exhibited his Russian oven, built in the partition walls 

T o  Shave or not to Shave 
"We went next to the house of Peter Schmidt. Had 

I been an artist I should have sketched Peter Schmidt, 
of Emmathal, as the typical prosperous Mennonite. 
He was a big man, on the shady side of forty. His face, 
round as the moon, was sunburned to a walnut brown. 
He was very wide fore and aft; he wore a vest that 
buttoned to his throat, a sort of brown blouse, and 
a pair of very roomy and very short breeches, while his 
bare feet were thrust into a sort of sandals very popular 
with the Mennonites." (p. 21). 

"We found Mr. Wiebe a tall, powerfully-built man, 
with a more martial appearance than his brethren. 
This may arise from the circumstance that the Men- 
nonite church is divided on the question of shaving, and 
Mr. Wiebe adheres to the bearded persuasion." (p. 17). 

Ovens and Fuel 
"An immense pile of straw was intended, Mr. Wiebe 

said, for fuel this winter. The. Mennonites are econo- 
mists in the way of fuel, and at the houses are large 
piles of chopped straw mixed with barnyard manure 
stacked up for 'fiewood.' This kind of fuel destroys 
one'sideas of the 'cheerful fireside' and 'blazing hearth.' 
There is not much 'yu1e;log' poetry about i t .  Straw 
sounds and smells better. In order to use it, however, 
the Mennonites discard stoves, and use a Russian oven 

so as to warm two or three rooms. and to which is 
attached also a sort of brick range for cooking purposes. 
This device cannot be explained without a diagram. 
It is perfectly efficient, and the smoke at last goes into 
a wide chimney which is used as the family smoke- 
house." (p. 22). 

Gardens, Orchards and Watermelons 
"That the Mennonite, the female Mennonite, is not 

destitute of an eye for the beautiful, was shown by 
a well-kept flower garden at the end of the house. 
It is true that the flowers were arranged in straight 
rows and were such floral old-times as pinks. marigolds 
and the like, but, after all, Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed as one of these." (p. 16) . 

"Another source of pride was the apricots. The seed 
was brought from Russia, and the trees bore plentifully 
last year,-and the Mennonites, taking them to ~ e w t o n  
as a lunch, were agreeably surprised by an offer of 
$3 a bushel for them. Peter Schmidt, showed all his 
arboral treasures--apples, cherries, peaches, pears, all 
in bearing, where seven years ago the wind in passing 
found only the waving prairie grass." (p. 22). 

"The Mennonites have a decided preference for 
watermelons over every other 'fruit.' They call the 
melon 'arboosen,' though we would not be willing to 
certify that this is the correct spelling. The last de- 
tachment happened to arrive at Atchison on Saturday 
-market-day, and among the first objects they saw 
were the big Kansas watermelons. They 'went for 
them then and thar,' and felt that they had reached 
the 'happy land of Canaan.' " 

"Of course we visited the watermelon fields, which 
in the aggregate seemed .about a quarter-section, and 
Mr. Wiebe insisted on donating a hundred pounds 
or so of the fruit--or is it vegetable?-fearing we might 
get hungry on the road. And so we slashed open a 
watermelon, and drank to the health of Gnadenau." 
(P. 18). 

Mulberries and Silk Dresses 
"The most surprising thing about these places is the 

growth of the trees. I left bare prairie; I returned to 
find a score of miniature forests in sight from any 
point of view. The wheat and corn fields were un- 

60 MENNONITE  L I F E  



fenced, of course, but several acres around every 
house were set in hedges, orchards, lanes and alleys 
of tree-trees in lines, trees in groups, and trees all 
alone. In many cases the houses were hardly visible 
from the road, and in a few years will be entirely 
hidden in the cool shade. . . . A very common shrub 
was imported from Russia and called the wild olive, 
the flowers being fragrant; but the all-prevailing growth 
was the mulberry, another Russian idea, which is used 
as a hedge, a fruit tree, for fuel and as food for the 
silk-worm. 

"We wished to see a few specimen Mennonites and 
their homes, and called first on Jacob Schmidt, who 
showed us the silk-worn feeding in his best room. 
On tables and platforms a layer of mulberry twigs had 
been laid, and these were covered with thousands of 
worms, resembling the maple-worm. As fast as the 
leaves are eaten fresh twigs are added. As the worms 
grow, more room is provided for them, and they finally 
eat mulberry brush by the wagonload. Mr. Schmidt said 
the floor of his garret would soon be covered. It seemed 
strange that the gorgeous robes of beauty should begin 
with this blind, crawling green worm, gnawing raven- 
ously at a leaf." (p. 21). 

"At the humble dwelling of Johann Krause we wit- 
nessed the process of reeling raw silk. The work. was 
done by Mrs. Krause, on a rude twister and reel of 
home construction. The cocoons were placed in a 
trough of boiling water, and the woman, with great 
dexterity, caught up the threads of light cocoons, twist- 
ing them into two threads and running these on the 
reel. The work required infinite patience, of which 
few Americans are possessed. The Mennonites canied 
on the silk-raking business in Russia with great success, 
and bid fair to make it a great interest here." (p. 24). 

Wagons and Villages 
"In 1875 the Mennonites were still a strange people. 

They retained the little green flaring wagons they 
had brought from Russia, and were attempting to live 
here under the same rule they followed in Russia." 
(P- 19). 

"An object of interest to all except the Mennonites, 
was a Russian farm-wagon, noticeable for its short 
coupling, narrow 'track,' flaring bed painted green, 
and a profusion of blacksmith's work all over." (p. 16). 

"The villages of Gnadenau and Hoffnungsthal own 
fourteen sections of land, yet all the farmers live in 
the two towns (villages), each of a single street. Near 
are the gardens, and all around are the wide fields. 
Near each house were immense stacks of grain raised 
on ground rented from men who were driven out last 
year by the grasshoppers." (p. 18). 

"A great change had taken place in the country 
generally since my last visit. . . . The Mennonites had 
abandoned the village s y s m -  and now lived 'each 

man to himself.' They tried the villages three years, but 
some confusion arose in regard tohaying &es, and 
besides, it is in the air, thisdesire for absolute personal 
and family independence; and ,so they went on their 
lands, keeping, however, as close together as the lay 
of the country would admit. Sometimes there are four 
houses to the quarter-section; sometimes four to the 
section. The grand divisions of New Alexanderwohl, 
~offnungsthal-and Gnadenau still exist, but each group 
of farms has a ,name of its own, revealing a poetical 
tendency somewhere, as Green Field, Flower Field, 
Field of Grace, Emma Vale, Vale of Hope, and so on. 
These are the German names freely translated. The 
old sod-houses (we believe the Mennonites never re- 
sorted to the dug-out) had given way to frame houses, 
sometimes painted white, with w d e n  window-shut- 
ters. The houses had no porches or other architectural 
adornments, and were uniform in appearance. I learned 
afterward, that the houses were built by contract, one 
builder at Halstead erecting sixty-five houses in one 
neighborhood." (p. 20f.). 

ROLLKUCHEN, Watermelon and 
Subversiveness 

"After the council had broken up, dinner followed, 
being neat and clean. The leading features were fried 
cakes, the English name of which appeared to be 
'roll-cake' (Rollkuchen) ; then there was black rye 
bread-very good-and excellent butter. We should 
not omit to add that there was also watermelon. Every- 
thing indicated that the Mennonite is 'fixed'; he is a 
good liver, and hospitable in any event." (p. 17). 

"It was a beautiful morning when we set out on a 
'prairie yacht,' behind a pair of quick-stepping horses, 
to visit the Mennonite Reserve. Our road lay along 
the north bank of the Pernbina River, skirting the edge 
of the timber, and occasionally cutting across a point 
of woods which ran out into the open prairie. We 
passed many thrifty-looking farms, where the men 
still were working at the remnant of the harvest. At 
Smuggler's Point there was a log tavern, and we stopped 
for a little dinner. The landlord was a frontiersman 
who had tried life in many territories. We asked him 
whether the Mennonites were good settlers, and how 
he liked them. 

" 'Well,' he said, 'they're quiet enough; and some 
of 'em lives pretty white; but they ain't no good to the 
country. They live on black bread and melons, and 
raise their own tobacker; and when a crowd of 'em 
comes in here to drink, each man steps up and drinks, 
and pays for his own liquor.' - .  

"Such conduct as this, of course, is subversive of the 
very k t  principle of American society, which recog- 
nizes 'treating' as the true medium of friendly inter- 
course.. . . 

A P R I L  1 9 7 0  



"A few miles farther on we found the farm village 
of Blumenort. . . . We sat on the steps of the mill, talk- 
ing with some of the villagers, and eating a water- 
melon, which was passed around from man to man 
for each to cut off a slice with his pocket-knife." 

(From Van Dyke, "The Red River of the North," 
Harper's New Monthly Magatim, No. CCCLX, Vol. 
LX, May, 1880, pp. 810-81 1.) 

The Cellar Goes to the Prain'e 
"The fall of 1878 meant much hard work for my 

sister Katie, who lived with us, and me. We were to 
move to Kansas in March 1879. There was no fruit 
in the land to which we were going. We had an abun- 
dance of it in Summerfield (Illinois) and the art of 
canning had just become known to us. We must then 
manage to put up as much as possible to take with us. 

Any of my children who had a part in this will not 
have forgotten it. Every evening after school the chil- 
dren had to pick apples or other fruits. During the 
week, a wagonful would accumulate that had to be put 
up in some form on Saturday. Some apples went into 
vinegar, some were dried, others canned in tin--glass 
con&&s were then not known-still others were 
made into apple butter. We ended up with sixteen 
barrels of dried apples, three sugar-barrels of dried 
apples, three hundred quarts of canned apples, and 
one hundred gallons of apple butter. The grape crop 
that fall was good, and we put up seven barrels of 
wine and also a lot of sweet pickles. All this planning 
and strenuous work I prefer to write no more about.') 

(By Mrs. Christian Krehbiel from Prairie Pioneer 
by Christian Krehbiel. p. 85.) 

All selectiom from Noble L. Prentis in From the Stefipes to the 
Prairies (Mennonite Publication Office, Newton, Kansan, 1949), pp. 13- 
24, unless otherwise indicated. 

From Danzig to Elbing 

By Joyce Gaeddert 

Immigration to America 
Today we cannot imagine the momentous decision 

that faced our forefathers when they faced the question 
of leaving their homes and going to a foreign country. 
Leaving the country meant leaving their fertile farms 
and lovely homes in Danzig and West Russia and 
venturing out into a land of which they knew very 
little and of which they had heard such conflicting re- 
ports. But most important, for many of them it meant 
leaving many loved ones behind. 

But yet, twenty-one families sold their properties for 
good prices and prepared to leave in the summer of 
1876. A contract was made with the North German 
Lloyd Steamship Co. to travel to America in the ship, 
Rhein, on which the entire second-class cabin section 
was reserved. 

Among the 106 persons immigrating in 1876 were my 
great-great-grandfather and grandmother, Reverend 
and Mrs. Peter Dyck; and my great-grandfather and 
grandmother, Reverend and Mrs. Jacob Regier, who 
had just been married a few weeks before. 

The following is a description of the voyage to 
America written by Peter Dyck. 

We left our home on June 15, 1876, at  7 a.m., on a 
very rainy day and as a result the farewell from the 
accompanying friends and relatives was m e w h a t  un- 
comfortable. We realized that we might never see or 
meet one another again. And so parents and children; 
brothers and sisters; friends and acquaintances parted, 
many with hope in their hearts that they too would be 
able to immigrate, but many realized that this was a 
final farewell. 

We, who in the name of M, and in the hope of 
regaining our religious freedom had sold our earthly 
belongings and were now leaving the country which 
had drafted so many of our youth into the military 
service, were given no choice. We had to leave our 
fatherland and search for a country where we could 
retain our religious beliefs; our freedom from military 
service; and be able to pursue our life's work as quiet 
citizens. In hope of all this, America was our choice, 
and now we were departing and venturing out onto 
the water and to a new land, with hope that God would 
ga with us in this, our new undertaking. 

Since the first full day on the sea was Sunday, the 
captain was asked by these immigrants if they could 
hold church services in the ship's dining room. Peter 
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Dyck describes his feelings as he led this service. 

With very mixed feelings I had stood before the 
group. What a task had been placed into my hands- 
to lead them, and I so weak! 

Twilight came and the young people assembled and 
gave thanks by means of song for this great experience. 
Our service drew the whole company into closer 
harmony. 

Arrival in America 
On July 1, after eleven days on the ocean, the Rhein 

landed in New York. About half of the group took 
a train directly for Halstead where they had friends 
and relatives. The others went to Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, 
where some rented homes through Cornelius Jansen, 
who had lived there since 1874. 

The party anived in Mt. Pleasant, on July 3, in a 
pouring rainstorm. The next morning the West Prus- 
sian Mennonites had their first opportunity to mingle 
with American people and to observe their first Fourth 
of July. 

Originally all of the immigrants had planned to settle 
in one place. The Halstead party and those from M t  
Pleasant met and inspected the land together. Only 
eastern Kansas and Nebraska were considered. I t  was 
felt that farther north was too cold, farther south was 
too hot, and farther west was too dry. 

It took a long time before a decision was reached, 
and Peter Dyck became tired of waiting and bought 
-a farm six miles south of Peabody, Kansas. Finally, 
instead of settling in one group, the West Prussian 
Mennonites settled in different places, the largest p p  
locating themselves near Beatrice, Nebraska. Some of 
the families bought farms near Newton (Goldschar), 
and six families settled near Whitewater, Kansas. 

The  Pioneering Years 
Peter Dyck and his family were the only West Prus- 

sian Mennonites who settled at the place which later 
became known as Elbing. Peter Dcyk's family con- 
sisted of his wife, two sons, two daughters and two 
sons-in-law. Peter Dyck bought half a section for 
three thmand dollars. His two daughters and sons-in- 
law-Mr. and Mrs. Bernhard Regier, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Jacob Regier--settled near by. 

Building up these farms, most of which had no 
buildings at all, was a tremendous job. It was made 
even more difficult by the fact that the nearest railroad 
stations were Newton and Peabody. Later the railroad 
reached El Dorado and much trading was done there. 
All hauling of course, was done by horse and wagon. 
There were no decent roads and no bridges except near 
towns. 

In 1886, the Rock Islahd Railroad Company mapped 
out a train route from Topeka to the Gulf. The train 
route passed very close to the little West Prussian 
settlement in northern Butler County. I t  was decided 
that a town close to the settlement would make things 
much more convenient for these settlers. So Jacob 
Regier put up twenty acres of his land for the develop- 
ment of a town, Each of the Regier brothers (Abra- 
ham, Jacob, and Bernhard) furnished money to build 
one building in the town. The brothers then hired 
Americans to run their stores. When asked to name 
the newly organized town, Jacob Regier suggested 
the names of two West Prussian towns: Maxienburg 
and Elbing. The railroad officials said that Marienburg 
was too long a name, so the name Elbiig was decided 
upon. Elbiig officially became a town on May 18,1887. 

But Elbing's largest boom was yet to come. After 
World War I, oil was struck about five miles east 
of the town, and Elbing became an hppo~tant railroad 
center for this boom. It was quite a large boom and 
a little village was formed in the midst of the oil 
strike which was called Oil Valley. People from all 
over wanted to lease land near Elbing and Oil Valley. 
Land prices sky-rocketed. 

Zion Mennonite Church Organized 
In 1887, the h a u s  Mennonite Church about 

three miles north of Brainard was organized by the 
West Prussian Mennonites of Butler County. This group 
was served by Peter Dyck. 

In 1883, four more Prussian Mennonites settled 
in the Elbing community. Now this group erected 
their own church building in the country about two 
miles north of what is now the town of Elbihg. The 
church was dedicated in June, 1883. 

This Zion Mennonite Church had fourteen members. 
Th,ese were: Reverend and Mrs. Peter Dyck; their 
daughters and sons-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Abe Regier, 
Sr., Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Regier, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Bernhard Regier; the Dyck's nephew and niece, Mr. 
and Mrs. Cornelius Regier; the Dyck's grandson and 
his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Abe Regier, Jr.; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Herman Janzen. The church joined the Western 
District Conference in 1883 and the General Confer- 
ence in 1887. 

Elbing depot near Whitewater, Kansas, around 1910. 



My Visit in Danzig 
By Arnold Regier 

FOR SOME TIME it had been my desire to visit the 
homeland of my grandparents the former West 
Prussia. The Vistula Delata area is now Polish so 
1 had to apply for a Polish tourist visa. Menno Travel 
Service was able to procure the visa and make the 
necessary travel arrangements for August 1969. 

While making the necessary arrangements, some 
of my friends warned me of travel restrictions, addi- 
tional hotel costs, and other inconveniences which 
the Polish authorities would impose on me once I 
arrived in Danzig, now called Gdansk. I received more 
discouragements than encouragements to make the trip. 

I am glad now that I did not listen to these friends. 
As I traveled from Berlin to Danzig by train I 
prepared myself for all kinds of frustrations and 
hindrances. I was almost afraid to meet the first 
border authorities. In contrast to my fears, I found 
the officials and police in Poland extremely helpful 
and courteous. Most of them could understand some 
English or German so that I could always go to them 
for information. 

On my journey to Danzig I read the account of 
my great-grandfather, Peter Dyck, describing his trip 
from Tiegenhagen, West Pnissia to Newton,l Kansas, 
when thev left the Vistula Delta to establish new 
homes on ;he open prairies in Kansas. As I read some 
of his descriptions of his own. feelings, tears came to 
-my eyes. There were times when I was deeply moved 
by the struggles which they had in making thksk adjust- 
ments. 

I spent my fist day in Danzig walking through 
the old section of the city which was destroyed during 
World War I1 and now has been restored. The Polish 
people did not only restore the historic buildings but 
used the old stones to rebuild the churches and the 
more important historical structures. One could see 
that a great deal of hard labor went into the planning 
and the restoration process. Some of the less important 
buildings were removed and replaced by beautiful 
flower gardens, water fountains, and walks along the 
way. I also walked in areas that had not been fully re- 
stored. I saw children playing in this rubble. However, 
they were dressed well and did not seem undernour- 
ished. They played vigorously with each other and 
related to their elders in a wholesome manner. 

My impression of the city of Danzig was that it will 
be a very beautiful city when it has been completely 
restored. Though it serves as a seaport for Poland it 
is not an industrial citv in our Western sense. IL 
appeals more to the finer aesthetic values in life than 
to the harsh business values of the commerical world. 

When I arrived in Danzig I did not know anyone 
in the city. The hotel manager, however, took a great 
deal of interest in my effort to find the homes of my 
forefathers. She contacted a librarian, Dr. Marion Pele- 
gar in the historical library. On the second day he 
offered to take me by car to the old town of Tiegen- 
hagen, the home of Grandfather Regier. There a 

(Cont inued on page 81) 

Elblag (Elbing), Sad Powiatowy (the old part of the city). Elblag (Elbing), Aleja Tysiaclecia (the new part of the city). 
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