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Mr. Neff seLtierl in German Township, the fil'st

home of the family being a log house, which
shelteL'ed them for several years. The residence
in which our subject now lives was then erected,
and was the home of Abraham N cff until his death,

which took plaee many years ago. He was one of
tlw earliest pioneers of the township, and his
n!lll)e wiII long be remem bered as that (If one who
aided in the development of this prosperous region.
His political ac1herence was given to the Demo-
cratic party.

The natal day of Christian Neff was ]J'ebruary
28, 1816, and he was sixteen years of age when he
accompanied his parents to this State. He shared
in the pioneer labors in whieh his father engaged,
anrl from his rarly yonth has been engaged in
farming. The early subseription sehools of Vir-
ginia and Ohio were those in which he obtained
his instruetion, and the surroundings nmid which
he grew to manhood strengthener1 and developed
the sterling traits of his character. In the efforts
to elevate society and ad vance the welfare of the
county, he has manifested the interest becoming a
pu blic-spirited ciHzen. His political adherence is
given to the Democratic party. He and his wife
belong to the Reformed Chul'ch, and she is a mem-
bel' of the Home Missionary Society of that de-
nomination. Both are highly respected members
of society.

The first marriage of Mr. Neff was celebrated in
1842, his bride being Miss Christiana Carn, sister
of Adam Carn, of German Township, which union
resulted in the birth of t.wo chilr]ren-Adam, whose
home is in Springfield, and Elizabeth, wife 'of John
Beeker, of German Township. The second mar-
riage of Mr. Neff took place in 1863, when he was
united with Mrs. Sarah Flickinger, of this county.
The present Mrs. Neff was born in German Town-
ship, November 18, 1821, being a daughtet' of
David and Marg~tl'et (Venus) Maggert, She was
carefully rearer] by her worthy parents, and after
reaching maturity married Reuben Flickinger, the
marriage rites being celebrated November 4, 1842.
Mr. Flickinger died April 20, 1861, after having

secured the high esteem of fill who knew him. He
was a native of Pennsylvania. He was the father
of two ehildren.-John, who is now in Tremont

City, am] Margaret E., fleeeased, After having
remained a widow somo two years, Mrs. Flickinger
united her life and fortune with our subject, with
whom she has since lived happily.

The parents of the present Mrs. Neff were born
in the Old Dominion, and some time after their

marriage removerl to Ohio, this being quite early
iu the present century. Mr. Maggert settled in
German Township, whose forests were yet the
haunt of wild animals ana still more savage red men
Like 311 pioneers he endured various hard~hips, in
all I)f which his good wife shared. He passed from
time to eternity in 1846, his wife dying in 1840.

M
~RlNTON BAKER. Among the men known

~l~ throughout the cOllnty as old settlers, few,
~j if any, now living, can claim a longer resi-~ denee hero than Major Baker, of Xenia. He

came to the oounty in 1.812 and has therefore been
a citizen of it seventy-eight years. For sixty-one
years he has owned a saadlery shop, which is still
conducted by the family, the present firm name
being B. Baker & Son. Maj. Baker has held some
official positions and only his dislike of put)lio 1'0-

sponsibilities prevented his more extended public
life. Honorable in his business relations, g'enial in
his social life, kindly in his home, and upright in
his character, ho has enjoyed the esteem of his fel-
low.men and is looked upon as an honor to the city
in which he has so long resided.

Maj. Baker was born in Chester County, Pa.,
July 5, 1807, his father having been a native of the
same county. Thomas Baker married Sarah 'Wood-
ward, and some yoars after their marriage they
remove(l to this State. Driving to Brownsville,
Pa., they took a flatboat to Cincinnati, coming
honce.by team, arriving in March, 1812. Buying a
tract of land in what is now Clark and Greene

Counties, Mr. Baker continued his former ooou..

pation of tilling the soil; he also built a sawmill a
mile west of the falls of the Little Miami, that was
ono of the first ereoted in Greene County. He
sawed the lumbor for his dwelling and for the first
schoolhouse that was built in the neigh borhood.
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He was actively interested in school work and in
the efforts of the settlers to have good advantages
for their children. He was one of the large land-
owners of the section and a prominent man of the
period. For quite a long time he served as Town-
ship Trustee. His death took place in 1817, when
he was sixty-two years old, and his widow sUl'vived
until 1820. The parental family comprised nine sons
and three daughters, all natives of the Keystone
~tate. George, Joshua, Nayl, Thomas, William
and Richard are now dead j as also arc Lydia, wife
of Thomas Supleej Rachel, wife of Samuel Jones;
and Phrnbe, who married Simon Kenton.

The subject of this sketch was attending echool
ill Xenia at the time of his father's death but con-
tinued his studies there but a short time afterward.
He then staid on the farm with his mother and

brothers until he was eighteen years old, when he
came back to the city and apprenticed himself to
Samuel Gano to learn the trade of a harness-maker.

His apprenticeship lasted until he was twenty-one
years old, and he remained ill the employ of his
former master a short time afterward. He t1ten

bought out a saddlery shop and embarking in that
business, has followed it from that day.

For many years Maj. Bakel' was a member of thc
City Council, but he declined all other city offices.
He held the offices of County Treasurer and Town-
ship Treasurer j and was Director of the Infirmary
for fifteen years, or until his resignation. In poli-
tics he was first a Whig and then a Republican, the

whole family standing by that party. He belongs
to Xenia Lodge No. 52, R. A. M., in which he was
initiated in 1854; and to the Odd Fellows fraternity,
which hc joined in 1845. He is a birthright Qua-
ker, but having married outside of thc fold, is not
looked upon as a true Friend.

A well.constructed brick residence of tasteful de-

sign, situated at No. 35, Detroit Street, is the home
of 1\11'.Bakel' and his estimable wife, to whom he
was united October 4, 1831. 1\1rs.Bakel' was in her

girlhood, 1\1iss Eliza Hivling. She was born in
~Washington County, Md., October 3, 1806, her
parents also having been natives of the same
State. .John Hivling and his wife, Sarah Ankeney,
came to Xenia when their daughter, of whom we

speak, was a child of two years, settling on what

is now Trebein's Mills. The father bougltt and
operated the mills there and during the ~War of
1812 also kept a ta vem on the cornel' of Main and
Detroit Streets. I-Ie afterward bought a large tract
of land, removed into the city, into the corporate
limits of which the farm extended, and devoted

I himself to agricultural pursuits. I-Ieuad sold goods
fur many years and was quite a promincnt pioneer
and one of tlte early sheriffs of the county. His
demise occulTed in Xenia, November 5, 1860.
Mrs. naker spent her girhood in the city that has
1)een the scene of her long and happy married Hfe,
her housekeeping having been begun the December
after her marriage, on the ground that is now
occupied by her pleasant dwelling.

Although Maj. and .NIrs.Baker are parents of six
children, but one is left to gladden their hearts by
his presence and manly worth. Tuat dread scourge,
scarlet fever, removed from them Sarah, John A.,

Joshua, Eliza Jane, and an infant. Abram II., n,fter
completing his educaliion, learned the trade and de-
tails of his father's business, and for some time has
been a member of the firm and interested in the
oontinuation of the work which his father carried

on alone so many years. He married Miss Sallie
Miller, a worthy young woman who has borne him
three children-::\Iary E., Ankeney and Rachel.
The titJe of l\1ajor, by which our subject is famil-
iady known, is derived from his connection with
the militia, in which he held that office.

--+--~~---t-~

[l~ESTEl< AIINOLD. So... or tho d;,Uo-
guishing tmits in the character of 1\11'.Ar-
nold may be readily guessed from the

statement of one of his fellow-citizens to the effect

that he has scarcely an enemy in the wodd. An
honorable business career in the city of Xenia ha&-
madc him well known to a large portion of the res-
idents of Greene County. In addition to his regu-
lar business as a dealer in boots and shoes, he is

also the junior partner in the well-known firm of
Walton & Arnold, who are quite extensivelyen-

gaged in the manufacture of linseed oil. He has
had an experience of thirty years in the milling


