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write became imbued with good principles and fol-
lows the example set him by his father in favoring
such projects as will tend to advance the material
prosperity of the region or increase the intellectual
and moral standing of the community. He is now

serving as School Director of District No.2, cred-
itably discharging the duties 'of the office. Politi-
cally, he is a Democrat. In this he also following
the example of his deceased father.

The parents of our subject were Jacob and Su-
sannah (Lander) Daker, who bore a part in the
pioneer work of (Ievelopment which has bronght
this connty to its present high state of prosperity.
In his younger days the father was a teamster, and
he also followed the trade of a blacksmith for a

number of years, the remainder of his days being
spent as fI,t':'lnner. Like most of his contempora-
ries the educational ad vantages which he enjoyed
werc very inferior to those of the present time, but
sllch as they were he improved, adding to his store
of knowledge by reading and observation. Both
he and his wife were identified with the Lutheran

Church and held in good repute by their associates.
They were the parents of five children, of whom
four are yet living. These are Zachariah, whose
home is in Indiana; Melissfl, wife of Samuel Mag-

gert, of German Township; Barbara K, wife of
Andrew Seitz, now Ii ving in Kansas; and he of
whom we write. The father departed this life

in March.. 1863, while the mother survived until
April, 1885.

-~ '~'K<' ~-

§\-D~EN'JAMIN F. ALLISON, a highly esteemed
I ~ citizen of Springfield, is a veteran of the late

~D) war, where he won fI,good record for faith-~ ful servicc, though he sncrificed his health
for his country. He is a Pennsylvanian by birth,
born in Dry town, Lancaster County, November 2],
1830. He is derived from sturdy Scotch ancestry.
His fathcl', Abraham Allison, was born in Scotland,
but when he was young his parents took him to
Ireland, and there he was reared. Ambitious to

improve his condition, with a sister and his brother
Joseph, he came to this country and located in

Pennsylvania, where he married Susan Kauffman,
a native of Lancaster County, that State. He be-
came a. stone-mason and carried on his trade in

Lancaster County about twenty years. He then
turned his attention to farming, and buying a farm
four miles from Dry town actively engaged in its
cultivation,and made his home there un til death him
called to a higher. His wife died at the home of her

daughter in her native county. To those worthy
people were born seven children, of whom the fol-

lowing five were rcared and are still living-Bar.
bara, .Tohn, Abraham, Susan and Benjamin F.

The son of whom we write spent his c:1rly years
on his father's farm until he arrived at the age of
fourteen, when hc was apprenticed to learn the
trade of a shoemaker in May town, Lancaster

'County. He was bound for five years, but served
only two years and then worked a year under in-
struction in Carlisle, Cumberland County, gaining
a thorough mastery of his calling, and he then did
"jour" work for awhile. In 1t\56 he came to Ohio
and startecl in business for himself in London,
Madison County, and carried it on profitably nntll

1862. In the meantime he had been watching the
course of the war with intense interest, and as soon

as he could arrange b is a['fa~'s he offered his services

to his country and, enlisting all the 11th of Angusl,
that year, actively assisted in raising a company,
which was designated ns Compa.ny A, and was at-
tached to the One hundred aud Thirteenth Ohio

Infantry, and then sent to Camp Chase, where the

officers were chosen aneI the regiment was organ-
ized. It was then dispatched to Camp Dennison,
wlwre the men were thoroughly driJIed in military
tactics for three honrs each forenoon and afternoon

and each man in turn did guard duty. The bar-
racks were comfortable and were provided with
wooden bunks and plenty of good straw and blan-
kets. Tbe regiment was sent from there to Louis-
ville the same fall, where the men were furnished

with tents and for the first time slept on the ground.
The members of Company A were found to be

mcn of resource and self-reliance, and obtained all

the conveniences and comforts to be had, an(l if

there was any straw to be procured for beds they
generally appropriated it. Our subject and his
comrades were posted in Louisville about two
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months and then went to Muldrow Hills to guard
trestles on the Louisville & Nashville Railway.

They were stationed there two months, and their
next destination was Franklin, Tenn., where they

arrived the day after the battle and did good serv-
ice in assisting in the burial of the dead. Mr. AI.
lison was taken sick at that point and returned to
Nashville to enter the hospital. His health e!id
not improve, and six weeks Jater he was sent to
I~ouisville. He still continuee! grow worse, and
wrote a letter to Gov. Tode! to know why the or-

ders for, the removnl of sick soldiers to the hospitals
nearer home were not carried out. The Governor

was very prompt in his reply, which our subject
received by return mail, and five days later he was
on his way to the hospital at. Camp Dennison. He
remained there until his discharge, August 9, 1863,
He was suffering from heart disease and ch ran ic
(1iarrhea, and as his soldier days were over he re-
turned home, and as soon as able resumed the shoe
business. He residerl in Lon(10n until] 871, when

he took up his abode in Springfield, and has ever
since m:t<1ehis home here, and for some years was
foreman in a shoe store, a position for whi"h his
knowledge of the business and experience thor-
oughly qnalified him. While other men gave their
Jives on the field of battle nnd in the camps :111d

hospitals of the South during the Rebellion, our
subject gave that without which life is scarcely
worth living, his health, as he has never been able

to regain his old-time vigor since those trying days
in the army. Yet, who shall say that he has not
made life a success, although the plans aD(1ambi-
tions with which he starte(1 out in the world have

not all been brought to fruition. I-Ie made a wilJing
sacrifice, has borne his sufferings:cheerfully, and by
industry when he was able to work, by frugality,
and excellent business tact, he has accumulated a

sufficient amount of this world's goods for a com-
fortable computence.

Mr. Allison has been blessed with a good wife, a
true, unselfish helpmate, to whom he was united in
the ho]y bonds of matrimony, April 2~, 1850. lIeI'
maiden name was Charlotte E. Smith, and Balti-

more, Md., was the place of her birth. They have
three children living, of whom the following is re-
corded: Levi A. marrird Arabelle Neff, and they

have four children,-Daisy, Etna, Henry and a
baby; Smith E. married Nettie Long, and they
have two children-Nettie and Glenna; Benjamin
F. married Arabelle Morrell.

Mr. Allison has always been trne in all the rela-
tions of life, as son, husband, father, neighbor and
citizen, and is in all respects worthy of the consid-
eration and esteem accorded to him by all who
know him. In commemoration of his career as a
soldier he has identified himself with Mitchell Post

No. 45,G. A. R. He is a sound l{epubliean in politics
and cast his first vote for Fremont, and has been

in the ranks of the party almost from its formation.
In him the Second Lutheran Church finds one of
its most consistent members.

.
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D
N AVID CRABILL. The Crabill family is well
U representl~ll in S;Jringfield Township, Clark

County, sevpral brothers of the name having
their harlTes there. N one are more worthy of
representation in this volume than the aile whose
name introduces this sketch, and who is the second
child of the late Thomas V. CraLill and his respected
wife. He was born in Champaign County, Ill.,
Mareh 14, 1836, and was about a yeat" old when his

. .
father returnc(1 to Clark County, Ohio, where he

grew to manhood and bas sinee rcsided. I-Ie has
always followed agricul1ural pursuits and a visitor
to his home would at once conelulle that the owner

thoroughly nnderstands his calling. The farm
consists of one hundred and sixty-nine acres, care-

fully and intelligently tilled, well fenced, and sup-
plied with adequate and substantial buildings of
various kinds,the dwelling being particularly attrac-
tive.

The marriage of Mr. Crabill took place at the
bride's home in Green Township, December 2,
1862, his companion being Miss Nancy C. Rock.
She was born in the city of Springfield June 17,
1840, and possesses many virtues and graces of
miud and heart. Her parents were Thomas R. and
Leah (Kelly) Rock. She has borne her husband
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