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departed this life at her home in Green Township,
October 16, 1887. She was a lady of many estima-
ble qualities and a consistent member of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church.

Politically, Mr. Elder is a solid Republican and
has been quite active in the counsels of his party,
serving as a delegate to the county conventions
and occupying other important positions. His
landed cstates embrace two hundred and twelve
acres with good improvements and all his surround-
ings indicate the perseverance and industry which
are characteristic of the man. The fact that he is
well spoken of by his neighbors is sufficient indica-
tion of his standing in the community.
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of this notice was born in the place where

he now resides, four miles southeast of
Xenia, September 21, 1839. He is a son of Wil-
ford and Martha (Lyon) McDonald, natives of
Tennessee and Virginia, - respectively. Wilford
McDonald was born in 1798, and in 1800, when
only two years of age, was brought by his parents
to Greene County, Ohio, where they settled on a
farm adjoining the one now in possession of our
subject. They remained there one year and then
removed to the one upon which the subject of this
notice now resides, The parents of our subjeet
spent their last days on that farm, the father dying
in 1883. They were the parents of seven children,
named respectively: - Hampton, Sarah E., Frank
H., Willace, Columbus, America J., and Melvin.
Wilford McDonald was a Whig at the time that
party was in power and afterward cast his influence
into the scale with the Republican party.

The Lyon family located in Greene County
about the year 1816. The mother of our subject
was a daughter of John and Catherine (Hook)
Lyon. The ancestors of John Lyon came from
England. Catherine Hook was a daughter of Will-
iam Hook who was a native of Jreland and emi-
grated to this country in the last century.

Franklin H. McDonald is living on the old
homestead, which is now his own property. It em-
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braces one hundred and ninety-five acres of good
land under a high state of cultivation. Our sub-
ject is also the owner of a fine stone quarry which
is in a paying condition. He has made his home
during all his life on the place where he now re-
sides, but in 1862, on the 15th of August, he left
his father’s house and went forth to do battle for
the honor of the old flag which had been so foully
dishonored by the rebellious hosts who were seek-
ing to destroy its unsullied purity. He enlisted in
Company D, One Hundred and Tenth Obio Infan-
try. Heserved in some of the most severe battles
of the war—notably those of Spottsylvania, Wil-
derness, Cold Harbor, Monacacy Juaction, Mine
Run, the Rapidan, Petersburg, and was present at
the surrender of Lee at Appomatox. He was dis-
charged in ‘June, 1865, as Second Sergeant and at
once returned home. He was wounded at Mona-
cacy in the left thigh.

In 1875, our subject was united in marriage to
Miss Anna E. Heath. Mrs. McDonald is an intelli-
gent, cultivated lady and an ornament to the so-
ciety in which she moves. She is a daughter of
Thomas and Anna (Hook) Heath, of Greene
County, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. McDonald are the
parents of one child, Thomas Shem. Mrs. McDon-,
aldis a devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and a regular attendant upon its services.
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UTHER NEER. Among the well developed
farms of Pleasant Township, Clarke County,
that of Luther Neer should not be passed

unnoticed. It is nnder the able management of a
gentleman who, though quite young in years, wag
reared with a thorough knowledge of agricultural
pursuits, and possesses the natural intelligence and
judgment which understandingly apply information
gained. The farm comprises onc hundred and seven
fertile acres, and in connection with the work of
general agriculture the owner raise; the best of
stock.

The subject of this sketch is a member of a fam-
ily which has been well known in this township for

! nearly three-fourths of a century, and which had



