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War, receiving for his services a land warrant for
one than sand acres. After the war he carried on

the business of ship-building in his native county,
until the year above mentioned, when he deter-
mined to remove to Ohio.

Accompanied by his wife, seven children and
two sons-in-law,Morris Sharpen stein turned his face
'Vestward. The removal was made with three large

Pennsylvania wagons, each drawn by four horses,
the journey being through a wilderness in a portion
of which the travelers had to cut their road. With

his land warrant MI'. Sharpenstein secured one
thousand acres of timber land in Hamilton County,

and there began his labors as a pioneer of Ander-
son Township. He first built a small house of
roun(l logs, but soon afterward erected a more
commodious dwelling of hewn logs. At the time
of his death, in 1821, he was preparing to build a
brick dwelling. His wife, who survived him for
twenty-five years, bore the maiden name of Eliz[\-
beth Stagg.

The subject of this sketch was but six years old
when his father dieCl, but he continued to reside

on the home farm, attending the pion eel' schools of
the county. The temple of learning was a log
schoolhouse, which was heated by a fireplace and
supplied with home made furniture, the benehes .

being made of slabs with common wooden pins foe
legs. When sixteen years old, the lad went to Cin-
cinnati,and cntering the store of his brothcrs. John

and James. remained in their employ until twenty-
one years of age, learning book-keeping. and ail
the details of mercantile business. He then en-

gnged in the dry goods trade on his own aeeount,
his store being located on Market Street, this being
before Pearl Street was laid out. For some years
he earried on thc retail business. and then em barked

as It wholesale dealer on Walnut Street, continuing
in that branch of the dry-goods trade until his re-
moval to Speingfield.

Mr. Sharp (by whom and his bwthees the family
name was shortcned to its pl'esl~nt dimensions) had
fr~quently visited and passed tl1rough Springfield,
wbere his attention had been attracted by a ceetain
piece of property. He told a friend to let him
know if it was evee for sale. One day, in 18G8, he
received a telegram from this friend, informing
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him that the place was for sale, allcl he at once

came to this city and purchased it. It is a country
residence in the city, the dwelling being sur-
roullCled by large grounds, adorned with a grove
of oak trees, and occupying a rise of grouud suf-
ficiently high to command a view, not only of the
city, but of the surrounding country. The dwell-
ing is a commodious brick structure, home-like in

its appearance, and furnished with every comfoet
and the adornments which the taste of the occupants
has made desirnble.

For nearly fifty years the joys ann sorrows of

life which have befallen MI'. Sharp, were shared by
a devoted wife. The rites of wedlock were cele-

brated between them in I\1arch, 1836, the bride
having beell known as Miss Eliza J. Wood. Shc

was born in the Empire State, anti was a daughter
of Ebenezer vVood, one of the pioneers of Cincin-
nati. She died in 1884, and her remains are ill-
terreo in Ferncliff. The only child of MI'. and
Mrs. Sharp died in infancy. Mr. Sharp has been

a lllem bel' of the MethodiRt Church since early
youth, and is now connected with the society WOI'-
shipping on High Street.

~~~

J.
OlIN D. STEELE. A.B., A.M., Secretary of

the Hooven & Allison Cordage Company at
Xenia, is a son of David Steele, of this
county, ,wd the grandson of John Steele,

one of the earl,v pioneers of Southern Ohio. lIe

was born in Beaver Creek Township, this couuty,
November 4,1855. Here he gl'ew to mature years
and acquired a good education, completing the
eourse at the Union School in Xenia, from which he

was graduated in the class of '72. Subsequently
he was graduated from the Univel'sity of Wooster,
Ohio, with the degree of A. B.

The husiness cal'eer of Me. Steele commence(I in

the office of his uncle, J. H. Ihruine, a grain
dealer of Xenia, and with whom he remained until
1881. That year he became a membee of the firm

of Eaver & Co., wholesale grocers, disposing of
his intercsts in the business in ,July 1889, when he
became connecte(l with the flooven & Allison Cor-
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dage Com pany. further details of which will be
found on another page of this work. He attends
strictly to business during business hours, and evi-
dently has before him a successful career. lIe

votes the straight Republiean ticket, is a Royal
Arch Mason, and a memoer in good standing of
the Rcformed Church.

In connedion with the interests already men-
tioned, Mr. Steele holds the office of Vice-President

of the Xenia National Bank, is a member of the pork
packing firm of Millen, Barbine&- Co., and is also a
mem bel' of the wholesale. grocery firm of Steele,
Hopkins &-Meradith, at SpringfieJd, who succeeded
to the business of B. F. Funk &-Co., i!~May, 1889.
He is also a stoekhold('r of the Xenia Gas COIll-

pany. His business integrity is unquestioned, and
he holds a good position in the social circles of
Xenia and vicinity.

David Steele, the father of our subject, during
tbe Civil vVar enlisted, about 1861, in the Third
Iowa Infantry, but on account of ill-health was
soon afterward obliged to accept his honvrable dis-

eharge. I-Ie then returned to Xenia, and having
somewhat recovered was not content to rest at

home while his country needed the assistance of
cvery patriotic son. He accordingly re.enlisted,
and raised Company E, Ninety-fourth Ohio In-
fantry. He was presented with a Captain's com-
mission, and going to the front with his command,
fell mortally wound ed at the battle of Stone Ri vel'
in .January, 1863. He lingered for a time after
being wounded, and his remains werc laid to rest
at Beaver Crrek Cemetery, Alpha, Ohio. The
mothcr of our subject bore the maiden name of
Mary Harbine, daughter of John Harbine, who
was the first representative of that name in this
county.

John Harbine was born in Washington County,
Md., .January 17, 1804, and lived there until COlll-
ing to this county, in 1828. He was married in
Laneaster County, Pa., August 21, 1827, to Miss
Hester I-Ierr, and not long afterward started with
his young wife for their new home. They drove
through in a earriage, 'lnd Grandfather Harbine

bought the court-house ill Beaver Creek Township,
together with a tract of land. They movpd into
the dwelling thus ob~ained, and the husband OCCtl-

pied himself as a miller, ha ving likewise purchased
the mill which stood on the property, an(l which
was the first structure of the kind in this county.
The first flour which he manufactured was called

the Alpha Brand, il'om the first letter of the Greek
alphabet. From this the post office was also named
when first established.

IVIr.Harbine continued milling for some years,
amI finally built extensive oil, flour and woolen

mills, together with a store, and became largely
interested in the grain trade at Xenia. He also
had two mills on the Miami River, where was

erected the first cotton factory in this part of the
country. Mr. Harbine became one of the leading
men of this section, and was largely interested in
the development of the turnpike system, besides
being instrumeutal in securing the building of the
Little Miami road. He was warmly interested in
the establishment and maintenance of schools, and
lab"ored to bring about the teaching of Greek, Latin
and mathemat\es in the common schools. Polit.-

ically, he was in the early days a stanch 'Whig, and
later gave his support to the Republican party.
Religiously, he was a prominent member of the
Reformed Church.

To Grandfather Hartine and his estimable wife

there was 11Ol'lla family of eight children, ail of
whom grew to mature years--Daniel R; Jacob H.
is a resident of Beaver Creek Township; Mary E.,
mother of our subject, was the third child; Hattie
1\1.is the wife of the HOD. John 1\1iller, and they
oecu py the old homestead; Sarah J. married Dr.
William Hagcubaugh; Anna C. is the wife of
George Smith; J. Thomas; and B. F. is deceased.
Grandfather John Harbine departed this life at
the homestead in Xenia Township, Juue 8, 1873.

He was fond of tra vel and a polished gentleman.
The Harbine fam ily were of old Huguenot stock,

and the early ancestors were driven from theil-
nati ve Frnnce to lan(ls where they might worship
according to the dictates of their own conscience.
In this manner three families of that name left

,their native land about the year 1700. One family
settled in Algiers, where a small town now bears
theil- name. The other two carne to America, one

settling in 'West Virginia and the other in Berks
County, Pa. Grandfather Harbine's great-grcat-

.
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grandfather, Peter Harbine, took his family, and
with numerous other Huguenots fled to Switzer-
land first, but they too finally left for America.
During the voyage a son was born, Peter, Jr., who
was the great-grandfather of John. His grand-
father was Adam and his father was Daniel, the
latter of whom was born in Berks County, Pa.

In 1749 Peter Harbine purchased a tract of land
from TllOmas and Richard Penn, in the then Prov-
ince of Pennsylvania. This land still remains in

the fa,mily, who have in their possession the old
deed given hy the Penns; and the old stone housc
and barn built over a century ago still, in point of

solidity and strength, rival many modern farm
honses and barns in the Keystone State. Grand-
father John Harhine pl'Osentted his education at
Clear Springs, Md., to which place his father had
removed, and completed it at an academy in Penn-

sylvania.

~~+r-

~~iIOHN S. ALEXANDER. Among the por-. ~

traits of representative a
.

nd prominent citi-

c~ I zens of Greene County, we arc pleased to

~~ direct the attention of the reader to one of
}\Ir. Alexander,which appears on the opposite page.
It perpetuates the lineaments of one who, a nati ve
lH>!n citizeu of the county, has worked by dint of
lliltiring industry and unflngging persistence from
pove;ty to a position of comfort. His farm and
the old homestead of his father lie about three-

quarters of a mile apart and the former is three
nnd one-half miles from the city limits. A Demo-
crat in politics, Mr. Alexander, while keeping him-
self well posted npon the leading topics of the day,
has never sought political honors and, with lhe cx-
cc ption of representing his township in the County
Board of Supervisors, has lived the quiet life of a
citizen.

Coming of worthy lineage, the subject of this
notice is the son of Jolm Alexander, whose n~lme

can by no means properly be omitted from the list
of pionem.' settlers of Greene County, he having

I

come to this region as early as 1806. I-Ie is a vet-
eran of the \Var of 1812 and fOllght the Indians in

the northern part of Ollio. His father purchased
land in Xenia Township, Greene County. John
Alexander wns a carpenter and a cabinet-maker and
munufacture(l coffins, besides other articles in that
line. He died at his homestead in Xenia Township,

January 30, 1865.
The mother of our subject bore the maiden name

of Rebecca Hook. She was a native of Virginia
and the sister of Charles I-look, who was one of the

early pioneers of this county and who for many
years prosecuted farming in Xenia Township. The
parental family included eight children, five sons
and three daughters: Mathew, the eldest born, is
still a resident of this county; Mary, now Mrs. f::i.
1\1.Drake, lives in California; Jan~es is a resident
of Iowa; John, Isabella and George are residen ts

of this county; Charles served in the Union Army
during the Civil \Var and died in Nashville, Tenn.;
,Josephine is living with her brother, Mathew, in
this county. .!\frs. Rebecca (Hook) AlexHnder
departed this life at the homestead in 18G6. Both
she and her husband was connected with the United

Presbyterian Church and the father, politically, was
a stanch Democrat.

In Greene County, this State, January 6, 1831,
,John 8. Alexander was born and spent his early
years under the parental roof, becoming familiar
with farming. He attended the distrir,t school
three months in the year and the balance of the
time worked for his father on tho farm until twenty-
one years old. In 1873 he purohased his present

I

' farm then consisti Dg of onc hundred and two acres.
Later he added sixty-six acres and now has a fine
property, the accumulation of hard labor and close
economy. Besides this, he has one hundred and
sixty acres in Henry County, Ohio, that also being
choice farming land. He has substantial mo(lem
improvements, including a stock scale house, put
up in 1885, since which time he has m~l(lea specialty
of Short-horn cattle, sheep and mixed Poland-China
and Chester-White swine. I-Ie is able to exhibit

some fine speoimens of Norman and thorough-bred
horses of the Tom Hoss stock, and is num bere(l

among the prominent and suooessful broeders of
fine stock in the county.

A steadfast adherent of the improvement of the

county, a faithful worker in developing its re-


