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GGENERATIONSENERATIONS  
This issue of “GENERATIONS”  contains several interesting articles about the 
Guedry-Labine family. A truly extraordinary woman, Malvina Labine captured 
the hearts and votes of the townspeople of Azilda, Ontario to become its reeve. 
On the opposite end of the continent Edwin Guidry, Sr. and his descendents have 
had a similar impact on a small rural parish of Louisiana. Their lives hightlight 
the strengths and accomplishments of our Guedry-Labine family.  
 
The Woman Who Can Do Anything-Malvina Menard Labine 
 
In the Winter 2007 edition of “Generations” Claudette Mancini shared with us the 
inspiring story of her grandmother Malvina Menard Labine.   Upon reading Clau-
dette’s story, Andre Labine, also a grandchild of Malvina, remembered a 1959 
article in Maclean’s Magazine about “The Woman Who Can Do Anything”.  
Truly Malvina Labine did do everything – rising from near poverty after her hus-
band’s untimely death to become reeve (mayor) of Azilda, Ontario.   Her story is 
truly one of courage in the face of troubled times - a woman with a huge heart 
and the will to better the lives of her people.  The story of Malvina Menard 
Labine is one of an ordinary woman doing extraordinary things.  

The Guidry’s of St. John The Baptist Parish, LA 
 
Just west of New Orleans, St. John the Baptist Parish is often overlooked as one 
travels to Baton Rouge.  St. John, however, lies on the German Coast of the Mis-
sissippi River and has a rich history.  First settled in the early 1700’s by German 
immigrants and later by Acadians moving southeastward, St. John was plantation 
country – with large homes and sugar cane as the main crop.  And among the 
largest cane planters of St. John Parish were Leon Graugnard and his son-in-law 
Edwin Joseph Guidry, Sr.  As he matured in the sugar cane business, E. J. Guidry 
gained increasing responsibility in the operations of the family business - eventu-
ally assuming full ownership and management of Terre Haute Plantation.  His 
significant contributions to St. John Parish during the twentieth century are 
widely recognized.  Today his descendants are leading the parish into the twenty-
first century.  

Article on page 5 

Article on page 13 



Sunday afternoon, August 12, 2007 at 4:00 pm ap-
proximately 100 Guédry descendants met near the 
cemetery of St. Alphonse Catholic Church in St. 
Alphonse, Nova Scotia to dedicate a memorial 
plaque honoring Augustin Guédry and his wife 
Marie Jonson – founders in 1787 of Chéticamp on 
St. Mary’s Bay in Nova Scotia.  This community is 
known now as St. Alphonse.  
 
Today the numerous descendents of Augustin and 
Marie are settled principally in St. Alphonse and 
nearby Meteghan although small numbers can be 
found throughout Nova Scotia and in the New Eng-
land states.  Few today are called Guédry as the 
learned priests and scribes of yesteryear transformed 
the name to Jeddry, Jedry, Jeddrie, Jeddrey, Geddry, 
Gedry, Gidry, Guidry and other similar phonetic 
spellings.  
 
As Master of Ceremonies, Albert Geddry of 
Meteghan welcomed everyone to the ceremonies and 
then briefly discussed the life of Augustin Guédry, a 
grandson of Claude Guédry and Marguerite Petitpas 
and the youngest son of Pierre Guédry and Margue-
rite Brasseau.  Born in 1740 in Acadia, Augustin 
was only fifteen years old when the Acadian depor-
tations began in 1755.  Through cunning, good luck 
and skill he evaded the British and was not deported 
– the only Guédry not deported.  Helped by the 
friendly Mi’kmaq, he survived near Merligueche 
(today Lunenburg) until 1763 when the Treaty of 
Paris ended the deportations and allowed some Aca-
dians to return to the ‘new’ Nova Scotia.  Augustin 
emerged from hiding in 1764 and settled at Hobb’s 
Hill near Gilbert’s Cove in Digby County where he 
fished and farmed, married and began a family.  As 
the new English settlers began to encroach near his 
land, he became uncomfortable and yearned to 
“escape” the British once again.   With all his be-
longings in a boat he left Hobb’s Hill in 1787 for a 
more isolated area.   Making landfall at Bear Cove, 
he settled about a mile from the seashore near to-
day’s St. Alphonse   
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DEDICATION OF PLAQUE TO AUGUSTIN GUEDRY AND 
MARIE JONSON by Marty Guidry 

There he and Marie began anew their life of fishing 
and farming while raising their growing family.  
From his humble home near Bear Cove the commu-
nity of Chéticamp grew as his children matured and 
had families of their own and as new settlers moved 
into the area.  In 1826 Augustin died near Chéticamp 
at the age of eighty-six years.  
 
An Acadian with a close connection to the Guédry 
family through his wife Aurore Geddry, Senator Ge-
rald Comeau described the rich cultural heritage of 
the Acadians  - developed over the past two hundred 
years.  He emphasized the pride that all feel today in 
being Acadian. 
 
Martin Guidry of Louisiana, representing Les 
Guidry d’Asteur, thanked the communities of St. 
Alphonse and Meteghan for welcoming our family 
to their communities in 2004 during our Guédry-
Labine and Petitpas Reunion.  Here began the gene-
sis of this plaque and ceremony.  Folks attending the 
Reunion felt a special connection to our cousins in 
the St. Mary’s Bay area and wanted to ‘leave be-
hind’ a special remembrance of our good times here.  
Working together with our counterparts in St. 
Alphonse and Meteghan, we developed the concept 
of a plaque honoring Augustin Guédry and Marie  
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Adding a very special touch to the ceremony was 
Father Paul Belliveau, pastor of St. Bernard Catho-
lic Church in St. Bernard.  Father Belliveau 
stressed that the hardy spirit and religious strength 
of Augustin Guédry and the other Acadians return-
ing to Nova Scotia after 1763 played a major role 
in the survival and the growth of the Acadian com-
munities in Nova Scotia. 
 
With the ceremony concluding Father Abeni d’En-
tremont, pastor of St. Alphonse Catholic Church 
led everyone in singing “Ave Maris Stella"- the 
Acadian national anthem.  
 
Afterwards all walked across Highway 1 to the 
parish hall to enjoy a nice bowl of chicken fricot 
and other treats prepared by the parishioners of St. 
Alphonse.  Visiting with our Acadian cousins over 
a bowl of fricot culminated a wonderful afternoon 
honoring our ancestors Augustin Guédry and 
Marie Jonson.  

Jonson.   With funding from Les Guidry d’Asteur 
and the hard work of several folks from St. 
Alphonse and Meteghan the plaque was completed – 
letting us appropriately honor the founders of Chéti-
camp (St. Alphonse) and commemorate our 2004 
Guédry-Labine and Petitpas Reunion.  
 
Bernard (Bernie) Geddry of Arizona, the closest liv-
ing relative to Augustin Guédry, related several in-
teresting stories about Augustin and his family.  Of 
particular interest to the attendees was Bernie de-
scribing his visit to Meteghan in the 1970’s when he 
first learned of his Acadian heritage and his seeing 
Philippe Geddry’s home for the first time.  Philippe 
was Augustin’s son and Bernie’s great great grand-
father.  Bernie crawled under the house and ob-
served rough axe markings on the beams – perhaps 
cut by Philippe or Augustin.  The home still stands 
on Highway 1 between St. Alphonse and Meteghan.  

L-Albert Geddry 

Above-Bernie Geddry, R-Father Bel-
liveau, Below-Attendees 



BON APPETIT - Recipes from The Guedry-Labine Cookbook 
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PERSIMMON CAKE - From Charlene Guidry Lacombe, Jennings, LA 

3 cups flour 
2 cups sugar 
1 tsp. soda 
1 tsp. salt 
1 1/2 cups of persimmon pulp  
1 cup oil 
3 eggs 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
1 cup pecans 
 
Mix together everything and pour in greased bundt 
pan or two loaf pans.  Bake at 350 F for 35 minutes, 
check with toothpick or knife to make sure it’s done. 
 

One large chicken/rabbit (some people even use clams or beef) 
15-20 lbs. of potatoes 
Salt and pepper 
3 large onions diced 
 
2 large diced onions (additional) 
 
Cook meat until tender with salt/pepper and 3 large diced onions, 
remove meat from water and save water.  Grate about 10 pounds 
potatoes, squeeze the water from potatoes (a juicer works nicely 
for this).  Put a cup at a time of the boiling water from the meat 
into the grated potatoes and stir fast (this cooks the potatoes). Put 
the 2 large diced onions, uncooked, into the potatoes and stir, then 
put meat into the potatoes and stir, salt and pepper to taste.  Place 
in a buttered roast pan to 2 inches from top. (Optional to put a few 
slices of bacon or salt pork on top to give it that nice crust) 
 
Put in oven at 350 F for about 3 hours, then 400 F for
approx. 1 hour to get the nice crust. Enjoy. 

RAPPIE PIE - Vawn Jeddry 
Alberta, Canada 

There is an old saying that the Eng-
lish put butter on their Rappie Pie 
and the French put molasses on top 
when cooked, and that was to dis-
tinguished the difference between 
the two. 
 
I got this recipe from a Belliveau 
woman in New Brunswick, CA. 
- Vawn Jeddry 
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GUEDRY-LABINE & PETITPAS MINI-REUNION 
ACADIAN VILLAGE AT LAFAYETTE, LA by Marty Guidry 

On Saturday, October 13, 2007 approxi-
mately fifty Guidry and Petitpas cousins 
from Louisiana and Texas gathered at the 
old Stutes Store in Acadian Village, La-
fayette, LA to renew friendships, meet 
new relatives and share our family his-
tory.  
 
On arriving at 10:00 am each person 
grabbed a cup of Louisiana coffee and 
began studying the several displays setup 
by various family members.   Among the 
displays were two computers displaying 
Guidry genealogy, a large map describ-
ing the worldwide dispersion of the 

Guidry family during the period 1755-1800, several volumes honoring our Guidry-Labine ancestors who 
have served in their country’s military, copies of published articles and old documents about the Guedry-
Labine and Petitpas families and two superb photographic displays of the Guidry family.    
 
Within a few minutes several small groups were seen at various tables poring over family genealogy and 
discussing their mutual history.  Some blanks were filled in, lots of questions asked and contacts made to 
continue their mutual work on the family. 

Others ventured outside to see the extensive 
Guidry agricultural equipment on permanent dis-
play at Acadian Village.  Les Guidry d’Asteur 
member John Guidry of Metairie, LA loaned the 
agricultural implements of his father to Acadian 
Village for the enjoyment of all visiting the area.  
John’s father used this equipment for many years 
on his Church Point, LA farm.  During the Mini-
Reunion John and his son Lance described the 
implements and their uses to all visiting the very 
informative display. 
 
At noon po-boy fixings were spread on the buf-
fet table along with various soft drinks and cook-
ies.  It wasn’t long before someone discovered 
the spread and a line formed. After filling our 
plates, we all enjoyed a pleasant meal together – 
discussing our family as recorded music by 
Guidry and Labine musicians filled the air. 

John Guidry demonstrating family farm equipment 
on loan to the Acadian Village. 
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Whoever said "Seek and Ye Shall Find" was NOT a genealogist! 

GUEDRY-LABINE & PETITPAS MINI-REUNION ACADIAN VILLAGE AT LAFAYETTE, LA -  
continued 

After lunch folks continued discussing their gene-
alogy with family members, viewing the interest-
ing displays and enjoying the old homes and build-
ings of Acadian Village.  One person even discov-
ered an old death certificate of Lessin Guidry 
hanging on the wall of one of the historic Acadian 
Village homes.  And on view in the old Stutes 
Store was an authentic Acadian diatonic accordion 
built by Paul Guidry of Carencro, LA. 
 
Of particular interest to attendees was the boyhood 
home of Dudley LeBlanc, Louisiana state senator, 
early Acadian historian and inventor of the elixir 
Hadacol.  Items in the home included a history of 
Hadacol with examples of this historic cure-all and 
an extensive collection of early Cajun music.  
Also, catching the eye of many was the Aurelie 
Bernard House which contained several large 
paintings by Robert Dafford describing the disper-
sion of the Acadians around the world and their 
arrival in Louisiana. 

Chuck Guidry discussing genealogy with attendees 

John Guidry & family members enjoying lunch 

As the four o’clock hour approached, cousins said 
their good-byes, exchanged contact information and 
departed Acadian Village with new information, 
new friends and great memories.   

Attendees viewing displays on the Guidry family 
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The National Archives of Quebec 
 
This is the official website for the Quebec National Archives.   It provides an excellent overview of the archival collection and 
some virtual expositions.  There are no images of original records at this time. 
 
http://www.townshipsheritage.com/Eng/Articles/Research/archives.html 
 
The National Archives  
 
This is the official website for the U. S. National Archives.  The site primarily describes the holdings of the U. S. National Ar-
chives.  Click on the Genealogists/Family Historians button for an overview of genealogical holdings.  There are also a publica-
tions store and an online ordering service for records.  Images of original records are found under the Access to Archival Data-
bases (AAD) button. 
 
http://www.archives.gov/  
  
The Louisiana State Archives 
 
This is the official website for the Louisiana State Archives.  It provides a very nice overview of the archival holdings and ser-
vices.  Although there are no images of original documents at this time, there is a very nice index to Confederate Pension Appli-
cations with numerous Guidry records.  Click on Research Library under Sections of Organization, then Confederate Pension 
Applications to the left of the top photograph, then Search the Database. 
 
http://www.sos.louisiana.gov/archives/archives/archives-index.htm 

ON THE WEB 

For information on travel accommodations, events and 
attractions visit:  http://www.ville.caraquet.nb.ca/   

CARAQUET-Capitale de l’Acadie Caraquet is situated on the shore of the 
Chaleur Bay in the Acadian Penisula, its name 
is derived from the Micmac term for ‘meeting 
of two rivers’. The Caraquet River and 
Riviere du Nord flow into the bay west of the 
town. 
 
Caraquet was first settled in 1757 after Aca-
dians, led by Alexis Landry, moved there after 
being expelled from southern New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia in the Expulsion of the Aca-
dians.  The original town site is now called 
Sainte-Anne-du-Bocage.  Land was officially 
granted for the town in 1774. 
 
The town still calls itself the unofficial capital 
of Acadia, and as such hosts the annual Aca-
dian Festival in August. 



Book Nook 
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St. Charles Parish was one of the earliest settlements in Louisiana 
when French plantations began around 1719.  Shortly thereafter, Ger-
man settlers destined to settle in Arkansas as part of John Law’s Lou-
isiana concession were persuaded to settle in the parish, located two 
parishes upriver on the Mississippi from New Orleans.  The Germans 
eventually expanded to the Second German Coast, which was later to 
be called St. John Parish. 
 
These early German planters largely fed New Orleans during the 
1700s and were a large part in the Rebellion of 1768 to overthrow 
Spanish rule.  Later, in 1811, the largest slave insurrection in the 
United States ended in St. Charles Parish.  Three of its most famous 
plantations still standing are Destrehan, Ormond and Home Place, the 
former two opened to visitors.  Later the parish became the site of 
numerous oil and chemical refineries and is one of the most industri-
alized parishes in Louisiana. 
 
`The book Louisiana’s German Coast:  A History of St. Charles 
Parish is an update of A History of St. Charles Parish to 1973 writ-
ten by the same author, Henry E. “Gene” Yoes III, a former associate 
editor of the St. Charles Herald which was founded by ex Governor 
Michael Hahn in 1873.   

LOUISIANA’S GERMAN COAST 
A History of  St. Charles Parish by 

Harry E. Yoes III 

Stephen E. Ambrose, renowned author of Undaunted 
Courage, historian Douglas G. Brinkley, author of 
The Unfinished Presidency, and award-winning Na-
tional Geographic photographer Sam Abell traveled 
the entire length of the Mississippi—from its mouth 
at Delacroix Island, Louisiana, to its source at Itasca, 
Minnesota—to bring readers the full, rich history o f 
America’s great river. In 11 chapters, each covering a 
length of the river, readers will witness the early ex-
plorations of DeSoto and the momentous signing of 
the Louisiana Purchase; they will meet Jim Bowie, 
Ulysses S. Grant, and Robert Johnson; they will re-
live the Civil War and the Great Flood, the Under-
ground Railroad and the Trail of Tears; and they will 
discover the immense impact of the Mississippi on 
American arts, from the birth of the Blues to the lit-
erature of Mark Twain and T.S. Eliot.  
 
To expand the book’s visual dimension, each chapter 
of The Mississippi And The Making Of A Nation 
is illustrated with period paintings, lithographs, arti-
facts, and maps, and features unique photographic 
essays by Sam Abell. 

The result is a lively, comprehensive, and beautiful 
work that panoramically explores and celebrates 
the American icon that is the Mighty Mississippi 
as it celebrates America itself.  

THE MISSISSIPPI * AND THE MAKING OF 
A NATION By Stephen E. Ambrose 
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Book Nook – continued 

THE ISLAND ACADIANS 1720-1980 
By Georges Arsenault 
 
 
The Island Acadians is a history of the Acadians on 
Prince Edward Island and their importance not only within 
their own community and province, but also regionally and 
nationally.  

In five chapters:  Under the French Regime, the First Cen-
tury After Expulsion, Period of Transition, Successful Ini-
tiatives and Post-War Period, this historical book traces the 
early Acadians of Prince Edward Island from the commu-
nity’s founding through the 1980’s.  It is a valuable re-
source for anyone with roots to Canada or PEI.   
 
The Island Acadians is a work of cultural preservation - 
breaking new ground in establishing the importance of the 
PEI Acadians.  
 

In My Acadian Heritage,  the author,  Leonie Comeau 
Poirier, vividly describes, with many amusing anecdotes, 
life in earlier years in St. Mary’s Bay, Nova Scotia,  an 
Acadian community.  While the old ways have largely dis-
appeared, the spirit of the Acadians is enduring and is seen 
in their attitude, language, and distinctive cuisine. Poirier 
gets to the heart of their very spirit.   
 
  

MY ACADIAN HERITAGE By Leonie Comeau 
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Les Guidry d’Asteur 
‘GENERATIONS’ newsletter is now in its fifth year. We 
hope to provide our readers with an interesting, informa-
tive and entertaining newsletter. Your input is always wel-
come and we look forward to another year of sharing fam-
ily history and news with you.  
 
The Guedry-Labine Family Newsletter, GENERATIONS, 
serves as a focal point for family members to share and 
learn about us. To submit your ideas, articles or comments, 
please contact: 
 
Allie Guidry  
txguidry2000@yahoo.com   
 
Marty Guidry 
guidryrm@cox.net 
 



Les Guidry d’Asteur 
Membership Application 

(Formulaire d'adhésion) 
 

Name (Nom) ________________________________________________________ 
                 Last (Nom de famille)        First (Prénom) Middle (Deuxième prénom) 
 
Spouse (Épouse) ____________________________________________________ 
 Maiden (Nom de jeune fille)    First (Prénom)          Middle (Deuxième prénom) 
 
Children (Enfants) ____________________________________________________ 
  
 
Address (Adresse) ____________________________________________________ 
 Street (Rue) 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 City (Ville)           State (État/Province) Zip Code (Code postal)  (Pays) 
 
Telephone (Téléphone) ________________________________________________ 
 
Fax (Numéro de télécopieur) _______________________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address (Courriel) _______________________________________________  
 
Hobbies or Special Talent _____________________________________________ 
(Passe-temps ou talent particulier) 
 
Type of Membership (Type de cotisation): 
 
 _____ Individual (Individuelle) $ 6.00 U.S. Dollars  (Dollars américains) 
 
 _____ Family (Familiale)  $10.00 U.S. Dollars  (Dollars américains) 
 
 Benefactor Levels (Niveaux de bienfaiteur): 
 
 _____ dit Jovial Level   $50.00 U.S. Dollars  (Dollars américains) 
 
 _____ dit Labine Level  $100.00 U. S. Dollars  (Dollars américains) 
 
 _____ dit Grivois Level  $500.00 U. S. Dollars  (Dollars américains) 
 
Please return form and payment to: Make check payable to:  Les Guidry d’Asteur, Inc. 
(Retournez le formulaire et le paiement à:) (Libellez le chèque à:   Les Guidry d’Asteur, Inc.) 
         
Les Guidry d’Asteur, Inc. 
Charlene Guidry Lacombe 
Membership Chair 
141 Lesim Lane 
Jennings, LA  70546 
 
 
 




