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Soon our sixth international Guédry & Petitpas Reunion will occur.  It’ll be on  
Saturday, 17 August 2019 at Summerside, Prince Edward Island.  With this Reun-
ion we will have met in all of the Maritime Provinces of Canada.  And it is only  
12 months away.  You can read all the information about the Reunion in this issue  
of “Generations”.  Come meet your cousins from throughout North America and 
have a great day socializing and learning a bit about our family.  You can register 
online at the CMA2019.org website or by mail using the attached form.  Either  
way – do it soon so we can better plan the Reunion. 
 
For almost twenty years Becky Boggess has maintained our website “The Guedry-
Labine Family” and has done a fantastic job.  Our Guedry and Petitpas families 
have benefited greatly from Becky’s tenure.  Due to family circumstances, Becky 
will retire soon as website manager.  We will miss her cheerful personality and the 
outstanding website she has created and maintained.  Currently we are developing  
a plan to continue the website with a new website manager and Becky is assisting 
with the transition.  Of course, she will remain active in Les Guédry & Petitpas 
d’Asteur.  As many of you know, Becky is a valued member of the Les Guédry et 
Petitpas d’Asteur Circle of Distinction.  Good luck to you, Becky. 
 
In this issue of “Generations” we update an article we did in the second issue  
of “Generations” on the early Guédry family of southeast Texas.  We have discov-
ered much new information during the last 15 years on this branch of our family 
that began the Acadian migration from Louisiana into the Cajun Lapland (i.e., Tex-
as).  Our southeast Texan Guedry’s are still thriving on the open ranges raising  
cattle, rice and soybeans in their unique Texan style.  And they haven’t lost our 
wonderful Acadian hospitality.  Everywhere that I travel in North America, I am 
always excited to visit an Acadian community.  Always the Acadians are very 
friendly and inviting – speaking to you in the restaurant, inviting you to come by 
for a visit and quick bite to eat, insisting you come to the kitchen party or just  
plain making you feel “at home”.  I have seen this wonderful tradition in south 
Louisiana, in southeast Texas, in the Acadian communities of Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island and in the Madawaska region of Maine.   
This is not what you find in much of North America where a stranger often faces  
a cold stare.  We truly have something special that others envy.  Our ancestors 
taught us well. 
 
We are always seeking new articles for “Generations”.  Why not consider writing 
something about one of your ancestors or family members or perhaps an historical 
site/building named for them.  It can be long or short.  We can help with editing if 
you wish.  Or you may have seen an interesting article in your local paper or a  
book about our family or a member of it.  Send us a copy so we can share it with  
all of our cousins.  
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The “Early Guedry Family of Southeast Texas” appeared in an earlier issue of “Generations” (Vol. I Issue 2; 
Spring 2003); however, significant additional information on this family has been learned in the ensuing fif-
teen years. In this update we will provide a more detailed history of the first Guédry’s to cross the Sabine  
River and resettle in the wild lands of Texas. 
 
From the the early 1800s to the mid-1900s there were three major migrations of Acadians from Louisiana to 
southeast Texas – teasingly called Cajun Lapland.  (1) During the 1830s until approximately the Civil War 
Acadians left Louisiana for Texas to acquire land for cattle ranches and farms.  A few Acadians also came to 
southeast Texas in the 1850s to work on the Sabine and Gulf Railroad (later called the Southern Pacific Rail-
road), which ran from Orange to Houston.  (2) With the discovery of oil at Spindletop near Beaumont in 1901 
a second wave of Acadians crossed the Sabine River for Texas to work in the rapidly expanding oilfields.  
They continued to come until shortly after World War I.   (3) Finally with the outbreak of World War II many 
Cajuns (as they were now called) headed west to Orange and Jefferson Counties to work in the shipyards and 
oil refineries.   Most of these Louisiana Acadians never returned to Louisiana and today form a sizable fraction 
of the population in Orange, Jefferson, Hardin, Jasper, Liberty and Chambers Counties.  Of course, many have 
subsequently resettled in Harris County for jobs in Houston. 
 
This article will focus primarily on the earliest influx of Acadians to southeast Texas during 1834 until ap-
proximately 1850 and will concentrate on the several Guédry families that made the journey.  Why did they 
leave their extended families, land and homes to start anew their lives in a strange land far to the west?  What 
was the enticement that pulled them to Texas?  How did they know about Texas – today a mere 2-hour drive 
from their Acadian homes in Louisiana, but in the 1830s a three-day horseback ride or five to six-day wagon 
trip on trails and unimproved roads? 
 
In the second quarter of the 1800s farmland was quite expensive in southern Louisiana costing approximately 
$15 an acre in 1850.  This was three times higher than other southern states and over ten times the cost of an 
acre in Texas at $1.44 an acre.1 Prior to 1845 the Republic of Texas provided land free to settlers through their 
grant programs.  Furthermore, by the 1840s southern Louisiana was becoming “crowded” as large families 
were splitting their inherited lands along the bayous into thinner and thinner slices.  In 1840 only 70,000 peo-
ple inhabited the 168,000,000 acres of Texas while in Louisiana there were 352,000 people living on its 
28,000,000 acres of land.2  What an enticement this would have been for a young Acadian couple ready to 
begin their family and needing lots of land for a vacherie (cattle ranch) and a small farm.  They could hardly 
afford to purchase the land at $15 an acre in Louisiana.   
 
The Republic of Texas land grant program included Headright Grants (1st class, 2nd class, 3rd class and 4th 
class) as well as Bounty Grants and Donations.  First Class Headrights went to immigrant families arriving  
in Texas before 2 March 1836.  They received a league and a labor of land (4605.5 acres).  A league (4428.4 
acres) was granted for a cattle ranch and a labor (177.1 acres) for an associated farm.  A single person received 
a third of a league (1476.1 acres).  Second Class Headrights were for persons arriving between 2 March 1836 
and 1 October 1837.  These families received 1280 acres and single persons received 640 acres.  Persons arriv-
ing between 2 October 1837 and 1 January 1840 received Third Class Headrights of 640 acres for a family and 
320 acres for a single person.  Fourth Class Headrights were awarded to immigrants arriving between 2 Janu-
ary 1840 and 1 January 1842.  They also received 640 acres and 320 acres respectively.3  

 

Soldiers who enlisted in the Texas army before 1 October 1837 and served in the Texas Revolution received a 
Bounty Grant of 320 acres for each three months of service.  Soldiers who fought in a specific battle such as 
San Jacinto received a Donation Grant of 640 acres. 3   
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Bounty Grant Donation Grant 

Furthermore, after Texas became a State it continued its land grant program with Pre-exemption Grants of 160 
to 320 acres depending on the immigrant’s time of arrival.  These grants began in 1845 and continued through 
1898.  After settling on the land for three years, immigrants could purchase their land.3 
 
Lufroy Guédry – Arrived 1834 
Lufroy Guédry, son of Paul Hypolite Guédry and Adelaide Duhon, began the trek of St. Martin Parish 
Guédry’s to Texas.  It is unknown how Lufroy learned of Texas and the free land there, but certainly a possi-
bility was the early cattle drives from southeast Texas to New Orleans which began in the 1820s.  A main 
route for these drives was through St. Martin Parish, LA where the Guédry family lived and had their vacherie.  
 
Born in St. Martin Parish on 20 December 18034, Lufroy Guédry grew up near his grandfather Pierre Guédry, 
a major cattle rancher and farmer.  On 9 April 1822 Lufroy married Christine Dugas, daughter of Augustin 
Dugas and Marie Duhon, at Grand Coteau, LA.5  With the vision of free land, large cattle herds and a better 
life, the couple set out on the dusty trail westward – arriving in Texas during 1834.6     
 
On 20 June 1835 the Republic of Texas granted Lufroy a league and a labor of land on the Davis Prairie  
immediately west of the Sladous Improvement in Zavala County (today Hardin and Liberty Counties).  Most 
of the property was in Liberty County with about 15% in Hardin County.6,7  Today  TX State Highway 105 
intersects the large grant at the Hardin-Liberty County boundary.  On 4 December 1834 John Bevil certified  
in writing that Lefroi Gedry was a native of Louisiana, had a family consisting of two people, was of good 
moral habits, friendly to the religion and laws of the country.8  The Minutes of the January-March 1838  
Jefferson County, TX Land Commissioners Clerk’s Report confirms that the 58th applicant to appear before 
the Board to certify his headright was Leflore Gidrie .    
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He took the oath, made his mark and demonstrated that he was entitled to one league and a labor of land.  Two 
respectable witnesses, Hezekiah Williams and Gilbert Stephenson, testified that Leflore Gidrie emigrated to 
Texas in 1834, that he was a citizen of Texas and that he was married at the date of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence of Texas and remains married.9   
 
Excitement for war was rampant as news of the impending disaster at the Alamo and Travis’ plea for assis-
tance reached Liberty, TX on 2 March 1836.  Lefroy Gedry journeyed from his home at Pine Island settlement 
to Beaumont, TX and on 4 March 1836 joined Benjamin J. Harper’s Company to fight in the Battle for Texas 
Independence.  The company of 28 men immediately headed west and on 6 March 1836 Harper’s Company 
reached Liberty, TX and merged with William M. Logan’s and Franklin Hardin’s Companies to form Captain 
William M. Logan’s Company from Southeast Texas at its organizational meeting.10,11  On 8 April 1836 this 
Company became Third Company (Company C) of Colonel Sidney Sherman’s 2nd Regiment, Texas Volun-
teers, Infantry.  Company C was nicknamed the “Liberty Volunteers”.12  On 21 April 1836  the Liberty Volun-
teers gained immortality for their service at the Battle of San Jacinto.10,12  

Shortly after organizing and electing officers, Captain Logan’s Company began a march to San Felipe.  On 12 
March 1836 they crossed the Trinity River at Green’s Ferry.  Here they first learned from Juan Antoinio Pa-
dilla about the Texas Declaration of Independence and that Texas had been declared a free and independent 
nation.  On learning the same day of the fall of the Alamo, Captain Logan ordered his Company to make a 
forced march to San Felipe.  On reaching the Brazos River, they encountered fleeing citizens of the Runaway 
Scape.  They crossed the Brazos on a ferry near San Felipe and went into town where they were able to pur-
chase provisions.  They then headed to the Colorado River to join with General Sam Houston’s Army, which 
they reached on 20 March 1836.  On that day they reported to General Houston at Beason’s Ferry.13 

 

Now a part of the General Houston’s Army, Captain Logan’s Company marched with the larger Army.  They 
camped near San Felipe on 27 March, then near Mill Creek the next two days.  On 30 March they were at the 
Brazos bottoms and the next day camped on the west side of the Brazos River opposite Groce’s Plantation.  
Here they remained until 12 April when they moved across the Brazos and camped at Groce’s Plantation on 13 
April.  On the 14th of April they moved to Donoho’s Plantation and then to McClarely’s Home on the 15th.  On 
the 16th of April they marched to Matthew Burnett’s Place on Cypress Creek.  The next morning they contin-
ued the march camping at the head of a small bayou on the 17th nnd then opposite Harrisburg on the 18th of 
April.   They crossed Buffalo Bayou on the 19th and continued toward Lynchburg – reaching San Jacinto  

San Jacinto San Jacinto 
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(Lynchburg) on 20 April in the morning where they set up camp on a high, wooded ridge.  Mexican General 
Santa Anna arrived shortly afterwards.14     
 
The Battle of San Jacinto began the next afternoon – 21 April 1836 – at 4:00 p.m. when General Houston  
ordered “Trail Arms!  Forward!”.  Colonel Sherman’s 2nd Regiment of Infantry (including Captain Logan’s 
Company C) on the extreme left of the battle line marched quickly toward the Mexican camp – reaching the 
Mexicans first and firing the first shots at about 100 yards from the Mexicans.  After one volley of firing the 
2nd Regiment had reached the Mexican line.  They swarmed over the breastworks and engaged the Mexicans  
in hand-to-hand combat.  In eighteen minutes the Texans had routed Santa Anna’s Army and the battle was 
over.15    
 
Quartered near Harrisburg on 10 May 1836, each soldier of Capt. Logan’s Company including Lafrais Guedry 
received $223 in cash and $142.12 in goods as part of the spoils of war for the Battle of San Jacinto.16   
 
Lufroy Guedry continued his service in Company C until the end of his three-month term of enlistment on  
6 June 1836.   For his service in the Texas Revolution on 28 December 1841 he received a Bounty Grant of 
320 acres of land on the west bank of Big Sandy Creek in Hardin County.17  For participating in the Battle of 
San Jacinto he received on 28 May 1838 a Donation Grant of 640 acres of land on Hinson Creek in Coryell 
County.18    Today the name “Lefroy Gedry” is etched in bronze at the San Jacinto Monument as one of the 
defenders of Texas Independence. 
 
The tough pioneer life took its toll on the marriage of Lufroy and Christine.  On 20 October 1839 Lufroy Gue-
dry and Christine Dugas divorced without issue.19    
 
In 1837 Lufroy Gedry’s name appeared on the 1837 Jefferson County Poll Tax list; however, no amount of 
property or taxes were listed for Jefferson County.  The list does state that he owned 2764 acres of land in Lib-
erty County and had 27 head of cattle and 18 head of horses.  In 1839 in Jefferson County Lufroy had 1972 
acres of land valued at $50 and 4 horses and mules worth $22.  His taxes were $6.  On the 1840 Poll Tax list 
Lufroy’s name appeared, but no other information was given.20 
 
Lufroy Guedry appears on the 1840 Liberty County Poll Tax list in which he owned 1476 acres of land that is 
not patented and was taxed $7.38.   In 1842 he owned 2952 acres of tilled land valued at $2952 and he paid 
$4.95 in taxes.   His taxes in 1843 were only $1.27 for 275 acres of tilled land.  For the same acreage in 1844 
he paid $2.02 in taxes.  For 1845 he paid $4.90 for 2000 acres of tilled land, 50 cattle and 9 horses and mules.  
Lufroy’s 662 acres of land in 1846 was worth $336.  In addition, he had 2 Negroes valued at $550, 15 horses 
and mules worth $225 and 20 cattle worth $60 for a taxable total of $1166.20  
 
Lufroy continued to live on his property in Liberty County after the Texas Revolution.   In the first U. S.  
Census of Texas in 1850 Lefraw Gedry and Christine Gedry were in Liberty County together and were the 
140th family censused.  Censused on 5 September 1850, Lefraw was 47 years old, Christine was 50 years of 
age, both were born in Louisiana and Lefraw Gedry was a stockraiser.21  Apparently, even though they were 
divorced in 1839, Lufroy and Christine were still living together in 1850.  In the Slave Schedule of the 1850  
U. S. Census, L. Gedry had two male slaves – one forty years of age and the other zero years of age.21 
 
On 29 January 1859 David Burrell and Lefroy Gedry had a confrontation at Gedry’s home and Lefroy was 
shot.  He died on Wednesday, 2 February 1859.  Burrell was arrested on that day and released on $10,000 
bail.22  The place of Lufroy Guedry’s burial is unknown at the present time.  
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Guedry Family at Baston, TX Home  

Sosthene Guédry – Arrived 1838 
Sothene (Sasteen) Guedry, son of Jean Baptiste Guédry and Marguerite Semer,  was born in St. Martin Parish, 
LA on 17 October 1808 and was baptized on 18 February 1809 at the home of Widow Firmin Bro on the upper 
Bayou Teche.23   
 
Sasteen Gedri arrived in southeast Texas in September 1838.  He received a Class 3 Headright grant of 320 
acres in Jefferson County by December 1839.  New settlers in Texas received Class 3 Headright grants of 320 
acres if they arrived after 1 October 1837 and before 1 January 1840.24    
 
In 1839 Sasteen Guedry appeared on the Jefferson County, TX Poll Tax list.  He was taxed $5.25 in Jefferson 
County for his worth valued at $290.25 
 
Sosthene Guedry appears to vanish from the Texas records after 1839.   
 
Jean-Baptiste (John) Guédry – Arrived ca. 1839 
Jean-Baptiste Guédry, born 18 August 1814 to Paul Hypolite Guédry and Adelaide Duhon, was baptized 23 
October 1814 in St. Martin Parish, LA.26  He was the brother of Lufroy and Joachim Guédry.   Jean-Baptiste 
married Elizabeth West. 
 
John Guedry received a grant of 298 acres of land in Liberty County, TX on the east bank of the Trinity River 
about 20 miles above the town of Liberty on 8 July 1845.  This was part of the 640 acres that the Republic of  
Texas granted him for his Headright 3rd Class grant after he had lived in Texas for three years.  The 3rd Class 
grants were issued to settlers who arrived in Texas between October 1837 and January 1840.  
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On 5 January 1852 John Gedrey sold this property to H. M. 
Farrior for $75.   The other part of his headright grant (342 
acres) was in Hardin County and was issued on 8 July 1845.  
This property was on Pine Island Bayou, a tributary of the 
Neches River about 20 miles north of the town of Hardin.  
John Gedrey sold this property for $100 to Hugh Jackson on 
26 June 1854.27    
 
On the 1845 Liberty County Poll Tax list John Gedrie had 60 
cattle and 4 horses and mules.  He paid $1.50 taxes.  In 1846 
he paid $1.12 in taxes.  On the 1859 Hardin County Poll Tax 
list John Gedrey had two tracts of land – 200 acres valued at 
$150 that he obtained from Lefroi Gedrey and 41 acres worth 
$82 that he got from Fritz H. Green.  Additionally, he had 20 
horses worth $400 and 300 cattle worth $1500.  His total taxes 
were $5.24.28    
 
In 1850 John Gedry and his wife Elizabeth were censused at 
their home in Liberty County.  John was 33 years old and Eliz-
abeth was 31 years.  John was a stockraiser with real estate 
worth $500 that included 30 acres of improved land and 220  

acres of unimproved land.  His machinery was valued at $20.  John’s livestock included 6 horses, 30 milk 
cows, 4 working oxen, 50 head of other cattle and 15 sheep for a total value of $680 of livestock.  He also  
had produced 50 bushels of Indian corn.29   Living with John and Elizabeth Geadry in 1860 were Catherine 
Penitoe, age 19, and Joseph Penitoe, age 15.  John Geadry was a stockraiser with real estate worth $1200 and 
a personal estate valued at $2110.  He had 16 acres of improved land and 220 acres of unimproved land with 
$30 of machinery.  John owned 20 horses, 1 mule, 20 milk cows, 4 working oxen, 260 other cattle and 20 
swine for $2960 worth of livestock.  During the year he produced 200 bushels of Indian corn.30   
 
John Guedry died on 8 June 1893 and is buried in West Cemetery just west of Batson, Hardin County, TX. 
 
Joachim (Joshua) Guédry – Arrived ca. 1844 
Joachim Guédry, son of Paul Hypolite Guédry and Adelaide Duhon and brother of Lufroy Guédry and Jean-
Baptiste Guédry, was born in St. Martin Parish, LA on 6 October 1810.  At his baptismal on 27 January 1811 
in St. Martin Parish were his parrain Louis Guidry and his marrine Desiline Guidry.31  On 1 October 1827 Joa-
chim married Marie Giroud, daughter of Joseph Giroud and Celeste Robertson in St. Landry Parish, LA.  His 
brother Lufroy was a witness at the marriage.32   
 
Joachim must have heard the exciting news about Texas from his brothers Lufroy and Jean-Baptiste and came 
to see for himself.  In Texas his name is recorded in the records as Joshua Guedry. 
 
In the Jefferson County, TX Poll Tax list of 1845, Joshua Gedree owned 150 acres of land valued at $75.  By 
1846 he owned 470 acres of land in Jefferson County worth $260.  In addition, Joshua Gedry had 31 horses 
and mules valued at $310, 210 head of cattle worth $1050, and one young hog worth $50.  His taxes in 1846 
were $1.25.33      
 
Joshua Guedry died about 1852 as his succession in Jefferson County, TX is dated 27 September 1852.34   
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Ursin Guédry – Arrived 1844 
Ursin Guédry, son of Augustin Guédry and Scholastique Robichot, was born near La Grande Pointe (today’s 
Cecilia, LA) in St. Martin Parish, LA on 7 January 1810.  At his baptism on 9 August 1810 his parrain and 
marrain were Pierre Guédry and Julie Robichot.35   
 
Ursin spent his youth in the Grande Pointe area with his half-brother Augustin and his eight younger brothers 
and sisters.  Certainly he visited his grandfather Pierre Guédry, who had a large vacherie (cattle ranch) and ex-
tensive land holdings along Bayou Teche in this region.   
 
As he matured, Ursin’s eye caught a young lady Matilda Forman, daughter of Nathan Forman and Tibitha For-
man, and they began courting.  The young couple married in Lafayette Parish about 5 March 183336 and began 
their life together.  Ursin continued in the profession of his father and grandfather as a stockraiser (i.e., horse 
and cattle rancher) on the fertile prairies of south Louisiana.  
 
Shortly after their marriage, Ursin and Matilda began their family.  On 23 June 1834 their infant son Gerasin 
(Jerisan) was born in Lafayette Parish.  Shortly followed Sarafin (Serizan, b. December 1835), Anaise (Anise, 
b. 24 December 1837), Seraphin (Seraphan, b. 14 October 1839),37 Severinne (Severine, b. 5 July 1842)38 and 
Ursin (Ursin, fils, b. 26 February 1844).39  
 
Shortly after the birth of Ursin fils in 1844, Ursin and Matilda moved their growing family to southeast Texas 
– initially settling on the west bank of the Sabine River approximately ten river miles north of Madison (today 
Orange, TX) near Ballews Crossing on West Bluff.  On 1 March 1845 Ursin Guedry registered his cattle brand 
at the Jefferson County, TX courthouse.40   
 
Ursin Guedry appeared on the 1844, 1845 and 1846 Jefferson County Poll Tax lists.  Ursin did not own any 
property in 1844 and 1845; however, in 1846 he had 345 head of cattle valued at $1380 and two wagons/carts 
valued at $25.41  
 
On 7 December 1850 Ursin Guedry purchased 640 acres of land including Ballews Ferry, the ferry-landing 
site and the license to operate the ferry from A. R. Jones, who previously had obtained the same from the wid-
ow of Richard Ballew.  Ursin Guedry paid $50 for this purchase.  Ursin requested a renewal of the license to 
operate Ballews Ferry and its swimming pens on 12 May 1851 and on 17 November 1851.42    Ballews Ferry 
was a major crossing point in the cattle drives from east Texas to New Orleans, LA.  The general public also 
used the ferry to go to Niblett’s Bluff, LA and points eastward.  

Ursin Guedry’s home site near Sour Lake 
Ballews Ferry 
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Immediately west of Ursin Guedry’s place on the Sabine River was the home and property of Robert Booth  
on Adams Bayou.  Robert lived there with his wife Elizabeth White, daughter of pioneer cattle baron James 
Taylor White and Sarah Cade, and their children Reuben, Robert Franklin, John Anderson, Sarah, Mary Ann, 
James Taylor and Josephine.   When Robert died in July 1848, Ursin Guedry and David Burrell signed a 
$20,000 surety bond for the widowed Elizabeth so she could serve as administratix of her husband’s estate.  
Ursin was also one of the three appraisers of the late Robert Booth’s property in August 1848.43   
 
By July 1837 the Jefferson County Commissioners Court had laid out a road from Ballew’s Ferry on the  
Sabine River westward past the Booth place on Adams Bayou to the Tevis Ferry on the Neches River near 
Beaumont and ending at Wolf’s Point (today Nome, TX).   Each year all able-bodied men were required to 
work one day on improving the county roads or had to pay a tax.   On 17 August 1851 Ursin Guedry was in 
charge of the crew building the road near his place.  Three of the Booth brothers (Reuben, Robert and John 
Anderson) were working under the direction of Guedry on this sweltering August day.  Amidst tensions exac-
erbated by the heat, Reuben and Robert approached Guedry and told them they would not work on the road 
any longer because they disliked one man in the crew.  Reuben Booth was a hot-head and had been in trouble 
with the law.  Four years earlier he had been convicted of assault and battery, later had been indicted with  
intent to commit murder, but was found not guilty and in 1850 was indicted on a rape charge and again found  
not guilty.  As words were exchanged and tempers flared, Reuben pulled a gun, but Ursin drew his shotgun 
quicker.  Both Booth boys lay dying on the ground as their younger brother John Anderson watched in horror 
and screamed he would get vengeance one day.  Guedry was never indicted for the shootings – apparently  
because he shot in self-defense.43 

 
Shortly, John Anderson Booth disappeared from the family home.  Ursin and Matilda with their children 
moved in late 1857 to Hardin County near Sour Lake on Little Pine Island Bayou.  Ursin bought some land, 
raised a large herd of cattle and was a well-respected citizen of the area and liked by his neighbors.  Ursin, 
however, remembered the words of John Anderson Booth as he watched his brothers die.  Ursin never left his 
home without his shotgun in the saddle holster.43   
 
In the Fall of 1861 John Anderson developed a plan and staged a string of fast horses approximately every  
30 miles from his home on the Nueces River to Sour Lake – a distance of about 300 miles.  On 19 October 
1861 John Anderson Booth rode up to a friend’s home on the Nueces River and had him note in his Bible the 
exact time and date that Booth visited him.  He then rode as fast as his string of horses would take him to Sour 
Lake – arriving in two days.  Once there, he asked about buying some cattle and folks directed him to Ursin 
Guedry’s place.  Not far from Guedry’s home was Goleman’s Gully (a small stream sometimes called 
Gorman’s Gully).  On the morning of 21 October some folks in an ox wagon bogged in the gully.  Ursin, on 
seeing this from his home, saddled his mule and rode out to help them.  Matilda called out to him that he  
forgot his shotgun.  Not having to go far, he called back that he wouldn’t need it. As Ursin approached the 
wagon, a young man reached the stranded wagon and asked how to get to Guedry’s place.  The folks respond-
ed telling the man that Guedry was coming now.  The young man spurred his horse yelling to Guedry.  He  
first shot Guedry’s mule and then at close range shot Guedry – killing him.  The young man then rode off, to 
his friend’s house on the Nueces River where he had him note in his Bible the time and day that he was there 
again.43 
 
John Anderson Booth was arrested for murdering Ursin Guedry.  He was brought to Sour Lake to stand trial; 
however, he was found not guilty as the jury could not believe that a man could have ridden 600 miles round-
trip by horse in five days.43   
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On 11 October 1857 Ursin Guedry purchased 255 acres of land from Henry Goleman and his wife Martha J. 
Goleman on Little Pine Island Bayou in Hardin County for $150.44 This land was adjacent to the original John 
P. Wilde Tract.   Today this property is approximately three miles east of Sour Lake, TX and approximately ½ 
mile north of Texas Highway 105.  By the time of their move to Hardin County, Ursin and Matilda had two 
additional children born in Texas (Alexander, b. 1847; Augustin, b. 1849).  
 
On the 13th of October 1850 Ursin Guedry and his family were censused in Jefferson County, TX.  The 160th 
family censused in Jefferson County, Ursin and Matilda were both 36 years old and they had six sons and  
two daughters (Jerasin, 16; Sarazin, 14; Serafin, 10; Niese, 12; Severine, 8; Ursin, 6; Alexander, 4 and Augus-
tin, 1).  Ursin was a stockraiser and had real estate valued at $250.  Jerasin was a stockminder.  Ursin had 20 
acres of improved land and 300 acres of unimproved land.  His land was valued at $300 and his equipment at 
$50.  He had 150 horses, 40 milk cows, 4 working oxen, 1010 other cattle and 50 swine.  His livestock was 
valued at $5520.  In addition, he produced 150 bushels of Indian corn.45    
 
The Hardin County Poll Tax rolls for 1859 showed that Ursan Guedrey had two tracts of land in the county – 
one of 640 acres valued at $640 and the other of 100 acres valued at $500.  Both were on the John P. Wilde 
original grant and both were on Pine Island Bayou.  Ursin had 13 Negro slaves valued at $5710, 450 horses 
valued at $5150, 2500 cattle valued at $21,000 and miscellaneous property valued at $500.  The total value  
of his property was $31,500.  His poll tax was fifty cents while his state tax was $39.56 and county tax was 
$18.78.  Ursin was one of the largest stockraisers in Hardin County.46 
 
In the 1860 U. S. Federal Census taken in Hardin County, Texas on 11 July 1860, Ursin Guedry was 48 years 
of age, his wife Matilda was 47 years old, their son Jerazan was 23 years old, their daughter Severinne was 16 
years old, their son Ursan was 14 years old, their son Alexander was 13 years old and their son Augustin was 
10 years old.  Three of their children (Serafin, Anaise and Seraphine) had left the family home.  Ursin was a 
stockraiser.  His real estate was worth $2695 and his personal estate was valued at $52,130.  Jerazan was a  
laborer with a personal estate of $500.  Ursin had 14 slaves – a man of 50 years old, a woman of 35 years old,  
6 male children from 1 – 19 years old and 6 female children ranging from 4 – 13 years old.47   
 
Next door to Ursin was Serasin Guedry, age 25 years; his wife Martha, age 22 years, and their two children:  
Zepherine, age 7 years, and Cordelia, age 3 years.  Serasin was a stockraiser with a personal estate valued at 
$3505.  In the next home censused was Seraphin Guedry, age 19 years, with his wife Matilda, age 16 years.   
Like his father and brother, Seraphin was a stockraiser.  His real estate was worth $1100 and his personal  
estate was valued at $1095.47       
 
After Ursin’s death in 1861, Matilda Guedry moved northwest near the small community of Otto, TX (today 
Batson, TX).  In 1870 she was residing in Precinct 5 of Hardin County at 54 years of age with two of her sons 
– Ursin fils, age 23 years, and Augustin, age 18 years.  She had real estate valued at $150 and a personal estate 
of $4000.  Matilda was keeping house while Ursin fils was a farmer and Augustin was a farmhand.  Living 
with them was Calvin Broussard, age 13, who also was a farmhand.  Living adjacent to Matilda Guedry was 
her eldest son Jarasin Guedry, age 30, with his wife Annie (Foreman), age 27, and their son and four daugh-
ters.  Jarasin was a stockraiser with $1500 of real estate and a personal estate of $500.  His wife Annie was 
keeping house.  He had eight acres of improved land and 100 acres of unimproved property with his farm  
valued at $300.  Jarasin had 30 horses, 1 mule, 6 milk cows, 2 working oxen, 200 other cattle and 50 swine.  
His livestock was worth $1000.  He harvested 80 bushels of Indian corn.  Residing next to Jarasin Guedry was 
his brother Sarafin, age 28, with his wife Julia (Jenkins), age 25.  Sarafin was a farmer with $200 of real estate 
and a personal estate of $500.  His wife was keeping house.  Sarafin had 6 acres of improved land and 100  
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acres of unimproved land.  His farm was valued at 
$100.  He had 20 horses, 10 milk cows, 2 working ox-
en, 100 other cattle and 40 swine for a total livestock 
value of $600.  He produced 50 bushels of Indian corn 
in 1870.  Ursin fils, who was residing with his mother, 
had 8 acres of improved land worth $100 and $50 of 
machinery.  Ursin fils had 20 horses, 200 cattle and 30 
swine.  His livestock was valued at $1000.  In 1870 he 
harvested 250 bushels of Indian corn.48  
 
In 1873 Matilda Guedry purchased 440 acres of land on 
the Batson Prairie just south of Otto.49  This began what 
is today the historic Guedry Ranch where the family 
both farmed rice and soybean and raised cattle.  On 20 
November 1885 Matilda Forman Guedry died.  Ursin 
and Matilda are buried in a small family cemetery on 
the Texaco oilfield in Sour Lake, TX – their graves 
resting among tall trees and brambles.   

 

In 1897 Rev. Sims Stovall came to the Batson Prairie and on 8 July 1897 organized the Batson Prairie Baptist 
Church.  One of the eight charter members was Jerisan Guedry, eldest son of Ursin Guedry and Matilda For-
man.  During 1898 several additional families joined the church including Ursin Guedry Jr. and Sarafin Gue-
dry, Sr.  As the church membership grew with the oil boom in the new town of Batson – a short distance from 
Otto, the need for a church building became a reality.  On 31 May 1905 Jerisan Guedry donated one acre of 
land for the use of the church site.  Additionally, he and his brother Sarafin gave a sizable donation for the 
building fund.  The church members completed the church before the end of 1905.  In 1900 Nathan Foreman, 
Jerisan Guedry’s grandson, died.  At that time Jerisan Guedry and his son-in-law Marion Smith donated prop-
erty for a cemetery adjacent to the church.  Today the quaint Batson Prairie Baptist Church remains on the 
original property surrounded by the large Guedry Cemetery in which rests many descendants of Ursin Guedry 
and Matilda Forman.50 
 
Jerasin Guedry (b. 1834) married Anna Foreman, daughter of Nathan Foreman and Fanny Higginbottom, 
about 1863.  Anna was born 1 June 1838.  They had eight children:  Aniease (b. 1864), Matilda (b. 1865), 
Corilia (b. 1867), Colastie (b. 1870), Ferasin (b. 1871), Sarasin (b. 1873), Sevan (b. 1875) and Severine  
(b. 1879).  Jerasin passed away on 18 March 1926 at the age of 91 years.  His wife Anna died on 20 Septem-
ber 1924. 
 
Sarafin Guedry (b. 1835) married first Julia Jenkins on 14 February 1868 in Hardin County, TX and second 
Zilphia Smith, daughter of Calvin Smith and Isabelle Fowler, on 13 October 1885 in Liberty County, TX.  
Julia was born about 1850 in Louisiana.  Zilphia, born 27 November 1852 in Liberty County, TX and died on 
8 February 1903 at Batson in Hardin County, TX.  Sarafin died in Texas on 17 March 1921. 
 
Severine Guedry (b. 1842) married first Aurelian Broussard on 2 June 1857 in Jefferson County, TX.   On  
29 May 1861 she married secondly Irness Broussard in Hardin County, TX.  Severine married a third time in 
Hardin County, TX on 18 November 1874 to Dr. Nathen Clay Parson (b. 25 January 1833), son of Sylvester 
Gould Parson and Mary Hill.  Severine died in Bryan, Brazos County, TX on 28 January 1918 as a widow. 
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Ursin Guedry, Jr. (b. 1844) married Julia Hughes, daughter of Thomas Hughes and Sarah Ann Wilde.  Julia 
was born 8 July 1848 in Liberty County, TX.  Ursin Guedry, Jr. and Julia Hughes married 7 November 1871.  
Julia was the postmistress at Sour Lake, TX prior to her marriage.  Shortly after their marriage, the young cou-
ple moved to the Batson Prairie where Ursin Jr. was a rancher.  Both of their sons – Ursin ‘Babe’ Guedry (b. 
1872) and Augustin ‘Gus’ Guedry (b. 1878) were born at Batson Prairie.  In 1893 Ursin Jr. purchased the 
property of R. O. Middlebrook near Otto.  His purchase included the Middlebrook store which the Guedry 
family operated.  On 2 July 1893 Ursin Guedry Jr. was appointed postmaster of Otto – a position he main-
tained until the post office was discontinued on 8 August 1898.  Ursin Jr. then moved his family a short dis-
tance west of Sour Lake, TX to the Guedry Prairie (Pelt Prairie) which was a thriving health resort.  Ursin pro-
vided meat to the health resorts in the area – raising the beef and pork himself.  Then in the early 1900s he 
moved the family to Jefferson County where he raised rice in 1902 and 1903.  In 1905 he again moved – this 
time a short distance north of China, TX where he purchased the Schultze property.  Later he and Julia moved 
into the town of China, TX.  Finally in their later years Ursin and Julia returned to Sour Lake and lived with 
their son Gus.  On 24 January 1924 Ursin Guedry Jr. passed away.  Shortly afterwards, on 12 April 1924 Julia 
died.  Both are buried in the China Cemetery in China, TX. 
 
Augustin Guedry (b. 1849) married Sarah A. Jackson, daughter of Stephen Jackson and Susan Choate, on 26 
December 1871 in Hardin County, TX.  She was born in 1831 in Texas and died in 1913.  Augustin died 23 
February 1913 in Harris County, TX.  Both Augustin and Sarah are buried in the Jackson Family Cemetery in 
Sour Lake, TX. 
 
There were several other Guédry’s that emigrated to southeast Texas before 1865; however, those above are 
the pioneers of the family that established the Guédry’s in Texas.  Most Guedry’s living in Hardin County to-
day descend from Ursin Guedry and Matilda Forman. 
 
 
Genealogy of Lufroy Guedry 
Lufroy Guedry (b. 20 Dec 1803)   m. Christine Dugas 
| 
Paul Hypolite Guédry (b. 1779) m. Adelaide Duhon 
| 
Pierre Guédry (b. ca. 1741) m2. Claire Babin 
| 
Augustin Guédry (b. 1690) m.  Jeanne Hébert 
| 
Claude Guédry dit Grivois (b. 1648) m.  Marguerite Petitpas 
 
 
Genealogy of Sosthene Guedry 
Sosthene Guidry (b. 17 Oct 1808)  
| 
Jean Baptiste Guédry (b. 1762) m. Marguerite Semer 
| 
Jean Baptiste Guédry (b. ca. 1728) m.  Anne-Madeleine Dupuy 
| 
Augustin Guédry (b. 1690) m.  Jeanne Hébert 
| 
Claude Guédry dit Grivois (b. 1648) m.  Marguerite Petitpas 
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Sarafin Guedry, son of  
Ursin Guedry and Matilda 

Genealogy of Jean-Baptiste (John) Guedry 
Jean-Baptiste Guedry (b. 18 Aug 1814)            m.     Elizabeth West 
| 
Paul Hypolite Guédry (b. 1779) m. Adelaide Duhon 
| 
Pierre Guédry (b. ca. 1741) m2. Claire Babin 
| 
Augustin Guédry (b. 1690) m.  Jeanne Hébert 
| 
Claude Guédry dit Grivois (b. 1648) m.  Marguerite Petitpas 
 
 
Genealogy of Joachim (Joshua) Guedry 
Joachim Guedry (b. 6 Oct 1810)  m. Marie Giroud 
| 
Paul Hypolite Guédry (b. 1779) m. Adelaide Duhon 
| 
Pierre Guédry (b. ca. 1741) m2. Claire Babin 
| 
Augustin Guédry (b. 1690) m.  Jeanne Hébert 
| 
Claude Guédry dit Grivois (b. 1648) m.  Marguerite Petitpas 
 
 
Genealogy of Ursin Guedry 
Ursin Guedry (b. 7 Jan 1810) m.  Matilda Forman 
| 
Augustin Guédry (b. Jun 1780) m2. Scholastique Robichot 
| 
Pierre Guédry (b. ca. 1741) m2. Claire Babin 
| 
Augustin Guédry (b. 1690) m.  Jeanne Hébert 
| 
Claude Guédry dit Grivois (b. 1648) m.  Marguerite Petitpas 



Slow Cooker Ravioli Lasagna 
submitted by Michael & Nina Guidry 

from Torrance, CA 

BON APPETIT 
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Greek Watermelon Salad  
with Feta & Mint 

submitted by Cheryl Guidry Tyiska 
Silver Spring, MD 

3 (14.5-ounce) cans diced tomatoes 
1 (28-ounce) can crushed tomatoes 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
2 tsp dried Italian seasoning 
2 tsp kosher salt 
1 tsp balsamic vinegar 
Cooking spray 
2 (22-ounce) bags frozen cheese ravioli (do not thaw), divided 
1 pound part-skim mozzarella cheese (4 cups), shredded and 
   divided 
Chopped fresh parsley leaves, for garnish (optional) 
 
Place the diced tomatoes and their juices, crushed tomatoes, 
garlic, Italian seasoning, salt and vinegar together in a large 
bowl and stir to combine. 

3 Cups watermelon, cubed 
1 cucumber, peeled, seeded & diced 
1/2 Red Onion, diced 
2 Tomatoes, diced 
1/2 Cup fresh mint, roughly chopped 
1 Lemon or lime (your preference ), zested and juiced 
1/4 Cup Olive Oil 
Salt & pepper, to taste 
1/3 Cup crumbled feta cheese 
 
In a large bowl, combine watermelon, cucumber, red onion, 
mint, tomatoes, lemon zest, lemon juice, and olive oil.  Season 
with salt and pepper to taste and toss to evenly mix.  Sprinkle 
with crumbled feta cheese and serve.  
 
Cheryl states that she is very generous with the feta! 

Coat a 6-quart or larger slow cooker with cooking spray.  Pour 1 1/2 cups of the tomato sauce into the bottom 
of the slow cooker. Scatter 1/3 of the ravioli (about 3 1/2 cups) evenly over the sauce.  Sprinkle 1/4 of the 
cheese (about 1 cup) over the ravioli. Repeat the layers of sauce, ravioli, and cheese two more times. Pour the 
remaining tomato sauce over the top, then sprinkle with the remaining cheese.  
 
Cover and cook on the LOW setting until sauce bubbles, the ravioli is heated through, and the cheese melts 
and browns, about 8 hours. Sprinkle with the parsley if desired and serve. 

Serves 8 
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GUÉDRY & PETITPAS REUNION 
Saturday, August 17, 2019  

Slemon Park Hotel & Conference Center 
Summerside, Prince Edward Island, Canada 

 
[NEW INFORMATION IS INCLUDED SINCE THE LAST NEWSLETTER] 

 
In approximately 12 months we will gather again for another Guédry & Petitpas Reunion at Congrès Mondial 
Acadien 2019.   It should be a great time for all of our family and friends to gather again, renew old acquaint-
ances, meet new cousins and enjoy a great day together. 
 
The Congrès Mondial Acadien 2019 will occur between 10 - 24 August and encompass Prince Edward Island 
(PEI) and southeastern New Brunswick (NB).   This will be the first CMA at Prince Edward Island.  The CMA 
2019 planning committee anticipates having formal activities at PEI from 10 – 14 August and the remainder  
of the formal activities in the Moncton, NB area. 
 
The formal CMA ceremonies include: 
*  10 August – Opening Ceremony (Abram-Village, PEI) 
*  14 August – Commemoration Day (Miscouche, PEI) 
*  15 August – National Acadian Day (Dieppe, NB) 
*  16-23 August – Community Space (Moncton, NB) 
*  24 August – Closing Ceremony (Shediac, NB) 
 
To keep up with the latest information on the Congrès Mondial Acadien 2019, visit their website at  
https://www.cma2019.ca/en/ .  We have registered the Guédry & Petitpas Reunion with the CMA 2019.   
You can see our family as well as other families that will be having reunions at https://www.cma2019.ca/en/
program/families . 
 
NOTE:  We are considering having a guided tour of Guédry-related and Acadian historic sites of Prince 
Edward Island either the 16th or 18th of August if there is sufficient interest.  There would be no charge  
for the tour.  Because of the limited access to buses on PEI and the often-narrow roads, we would carpool.  
If interested, please email Martin at guidryrmartin@gmail.com and state what date is preferable. 
 
TRAVEL TO PEI 
If you are travelling to PEI via automobile, you must enter PEI either via auto ferry (Caribou, Nova Scotia  
to Woods Island, PEI) or the Confederation Bridge (8 miles; Cape Jourimain, NB to Borden-Carleton, PEI).  
Both routes cross the Northumberland Strait. There is no cost to take either means to enter PEI.  Returning 
from PEI to the mainland, however, does have a toll.  The 2018 toll for an automobile on the Confederation 
Bridge is $47.00; the 2018 toll rate for an auto leaving PEI via the auto ferry is $78.00.  The Confederation 
Bridge is open 24 hours per day, 365 days per year.  The ferry schedule is at https://www.ferries.ca/ns-pei-
ferry/schedule/ . 
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GUÉDRY & PETITPAS REUNION 
Saturday, August 17, 2019  

LODGING 
There should be adequate lodging near Summerside for our Reunion; however, last minute reservations 
may be difficult to find.  Besides the hotels/motels listed below, there are bed & breakfasts and also cot-
tages in the area.  
 
Summerside, PEI 
Slemon Park Hotel & Conference Center   877-782-9734  
Quality Inn & Suites 800-265-5551 
Loyalist Lakeview Resort & Conference Center 877-355-3500 
Canada’s Best Value Inn & Suites 866-494-5233 
Traveler’s Inn 800-268-7829 
Clark’s Sunny Isle Motel 877-682-6824 
Cairns Motel 877-224-7676 
 
Central Bedeque, PEI 
Anchor Motel & Suites 902-887-2255 
 
Fernwood, PEI 
Briarcliff Inn 866-887-3238 
 
Borden-Carleton, PEI 
Carleton Motel 902-437-3030 
 
Kensington, PEI 
Victoria Inn 902-836-3010 
 
Charlottetown, PEI (38 miles from Summerside, PEI) 
There are over 20 motels and hotels in Charlottetown.  
 
Lennox Island, PEI 
Lennox Island Mi’kmaq Culture Centre (history, culture, language and artifacts of PEI’s Mi’kmaq) 
 
 
GUÉDRY & PETITPAS REUNION 
At this time we are in the midst of planning the Guédry & Petitpas Reunion.  To help folks plan their trip to 
the Congrès Mondial Acadien 2019, we have set the date and place of our Reunion.  As traditional for our 
CMA Reunions, it will be the middle weekend of the CMA 2019 so that folks that only attend one week of 
the CMA can attend the Guédry & Petitpas Reunion either at the beginning of their visit or the end of their 
visit.  
 
The Guédry & Petitpas Reunion will be Saturday, August 17, 2019 at the Slemon Park Hotel and Confer-
ence Centre located at 12 Redwood Avenue in Slemon Park.  Slemon Park is approximately 5 miles (12 
minutes) northwest of Summerside, PEI.  We have reserved the spacious Lancaster Room, which can seat 
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The tentative agenda for the Reunion is: 
 
9 am - Registration and Exhibits; Meet cousins  
10 am - Opening and Prayer 
10:30 am - Circle of Distinction presentations 
11:30 am – Free time - Lets get to know each other better!  
12pm – Buffet style lunch ( Approx. $22 per person; Optional; See note at end) 
1 pm – Band - Acadian music 
2 pm – Free time – Getting to know each other[ 
3 pm - Presentation on Prince Edward Island Acadians 
3:45 pm - Closing ceremony 
4 pm – Stay a little longer and meet your cousins over chips and beverage 
 
The Slemon Park Hotel and Conference Centre is a full service hotel for those wishing to stay there during all 
or part of the CMA 2019.        http://slemonparkhotel.com/hotel/  
 
As the Reunion nears, we will have more information about our plans for the day. 
 
For history buffs, Slemon Park Hotel and Conference Centre is on the site of the old Royal Canadian Air 
Force (RCAF) Station Summerside that was built in 1940.  Originally it was an RCAF training base for pilots 
and navigators.  Gradually the base grew in size and significance and in 1968 was renamed Canadian Forces 
Base Summerside and its mission changed to search and rescue.  Other mission changes occurred during the 
next twenty years until 1989 when CFB Summerside closed.  In 1992 Slemon Park Corporation purchased the 
closed base and built the Slemon Park Hotel and Conference Centre as well as other businesses on the proper-
ty.  The also operate a private airport on the site.  In addition, visitors can tour the Airport Heritage Park with 
several vintage aircraft.  This link briefly discusses the history: http://www.slemonpark.com/about/history.php 
 
It is not too early to begin making plans to attend the Guédry & Petitpas Reunion and the Congrès Mondial 
Acadien 2019.  You can register online at: https://www.cma2019.ca/en/program/families/2-general/178-
guedry-petitpas-eng 
Just click on “Register Here” and complete the form.  Or you can complete the attached Registration Form 
and mail it.  Please register as early as possible as it helps us plan the Reunion.  (Note:  I anticipate that we 
will collect more in Registration fees than we will need; therefore, I plan to discount the buffet meals with the 
excess funds on a per meal basis.) 
 
Don’t forget that all non-Canadian citizens will need valid passports to enter Canada.  Be sure that your pass-
port will be valid in August 2019.  

GUÉDRY & PETITPAS REUNION 
Saturday, August 17, 2019  

Slemon Park Hotel & Conference Centre 
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‘Pop Guidry” 

July 13, 1928-Beaumont Journal 
Beaumont, TX 
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Walter “Jake” Guidry - April 29, 1949 
The Town Talk, Alexandria, LA 

Clem Labine & Jackie Robinson 
Oct. 10, 1956, The Lincoln Star 

 Lincoln, Neraska 

James LaBine 
April 29, 1922, Grand forks Daily Herald 
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Nuclear Deception: A Novel of Espionage  
and Treason Set in the 1970s at the  

Peak of the Cold War 
by Bernard dit Grivois 

BOOK NOOK 

The Acadian Refugees  
in France 1758-1785: 

The Impossible Reintegration 
by Jean-Francois Mouhut (Author) 

Russell Desmond (Translator) 

A gripping thriller of nuclear confrontation,  
espionage and treason, at the peak of the Cold 
War. An American weapons system designed to 
counter the Russians by causing their ICBMs to 
explode over Russia itself, is deployed outside 
of Paris. The key to the system is a sophisticat-
ed radar that can pinpoint oncoming missiles 
shortly after launch, before they pass out of 
Russian territory. But the system has a flaw... 
and the Russians want to know what it is.  
 
“Bernard dit Grivois” is the pen name of  
Bernard “Bernie” Geddry, a member of the  
Les Guédry et Petitpas Circle of Distinction. 

On May 10, 1785, the Bon Papa, a modest three-master of 
280 tons, was hoisting the sails at Paimboeuf, near Nantes, 
and heading west. On board were thirty-six families whom 
the owner of the boat had promised to bring to port. The 
ship, which arrived at its destination after eighty days of 
crossing, on July 29, 1785, was only the first of seven ships 
carrying nearly 1,600 Acadians to Louisiana territory. Thir-
ty years almost to the day before the arrival of Bon Papa in 
New Orleans, seven or eight times as many Acadians were 
preparing to embark on ships from Nova Scotia, Canada. 
Between July 28 and July 31, 1755, the English governor  
of this colony, Charles Lawrence, as a prelude to the Seven 
Years War, made the decision to expel all inhabitants of 
French origin within his territory. Many of the exiled Acadi-
ans were deported to the American colonies, the Caribbean, 
Britain, or France. Nearly one-third of those deported died 
from disease or drownings. Those who did survive the jour-
ney, often struggled to survive and assimilate in their new 
communities, even in their motherland of France. First pub-
lished in Canada in 2009 and supplemented by an important 
online documentary base, The Acadian Refugees in France, 
1758-1785: The Impossible Rentegration? traces the lives in 
France of Acadians deported during the Seven Years War. 
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DUES REMINDER  

Attached at the back of this issue is a membership application for renewing your membership in 
Les Guédry et Petitpas d'Asteur. Our dues are very reasonable at $6.00 for individuals and $10 
for a family in 2018.  
 
Please take a moment, complete the Membership Application, enclose a check and send it to the 
address on the application.  It will help all of us do so much for the family.  And,  if you would like 
to join at one of the Benefactor Levels, it would allow us do even more.   

What’s in a name? 
 

Guédry is the family to which you belong if your name is spelled 
Guédry, Guedry, Guidry, Gaidry, Guildry, Geddry, Jeddry, Labine, 
LaBine, LaBean  or any of several dozen variations.  The original 
name of our family is believed to have been Guédry.  We are all 
descendants of Claude Guédry & Marguerite Petitpas. 
 
Here are some common and uncommon variant spellings of the name. 
 

 
 
Our Petitpas cousins likewise have several variations of their name in-
cluding Petitpas, Pettipas, Petipas, Petitpa, Petit Pas and Pitts. 

Guédry Guiddry Geddrie Jeddrie Labeen 

Guedry Guiddery Geddry Jeddry Labene 

Guedrie  Guiedri Gedree Jederie Labine 

Guedris Guiedry Gedrie Jedrey LaBine 

Guidry Guildry Gedry Jedrie LaBean 

Gudiry Guildrie Gettry Jedry LaBeau 

Guidery Guitry Gidrie   Labeau 

Guidrey Gaidry Gidry Lledre   
Guidrie Gaidrie Grivois Yedri   

Les Guédry et Petitpas d’Asteur is now on Facebook. Join 
us there and connect with other family members from all 
over the U.S. and CAN.  Feel free to post queries, photos, 
links, events or other items of  interest to the family. Just 
search for ‘Les Guédry d’Asteur’ on Facebook to find our 
page. 

Les Guédry et Petitpas d’Asteur 



Membership -  Charlene Guidry Lacombe (LA) - 

                 Chairperson 

             Gayle Guidry (LA) - Special Projects 
             Warren Guidry (TX) 

 
Sales - Cindy Guidry Herdt (WA) - Chairperson 
 Wayne Simoneaux (LA) 
 Billy Harrell Guidry (LA) 
 

Publicity - Elaine Clement (LA) - Chairperson 
       Margaret Jeddry (MA) 
       Warren Guidry (TX) 
 
Newsletter - Allie Guidry (VA) - Editor 
          Martin Guidry (LA)  

   
CAFA Board Member - Jeanette Guidry Leger (LA) 

OFFICERS: 
President - Martin Guidry (LA) 
Vice-President - Elaine Clement (LA) 
Secretary -  Billy Harrell Guidry (LA) 
Treasurer - Daniel “Chuck” Guidry (LA) 
 
COMMITTEES: 
Website - Becky Boggess (IA) - Chairperson 
     Annie Grignon-Labine (QU) - Translator 
     Elaine Clement (LA) - Translator 
     Martin Guidry (LA) 

 

Genealogy - Daryl LaBine (FL/ON) - Chairperson 
          Bernard Geddry (AZ) 
          Mark Labine (MN)  
          Daniel “Chuck” Guidry (LA) 
          Martin Guidry (LA) 

 
Finance - Cheryl Guidry Tyiska (MD) - Chairperson 
     Paul Labine (IL) 
     Marshall Woolner (OR) 
     Gloria Parrent (TX) 
     Chuck Guidry (LA) 

Les Guédry d'Asteur Officers and Committees 

To share your ideas for the newsletter, 
contact: 

 
Marty Guidry 

6139 North Shore Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70817 

225-571-9726 
guidryrmartin@gmail.com 

Les Guédry et Petitpas 
d’Asteur 

The Guédry et Petitpas Family Newsletter 
‘GENERATIONS’ serves as a focal point for family  

members to share and learn about us.  
 

“GENERATIONS’ newsletter is now in its 16th year.  
We hope to provide our readers with an interesting, in-

formative and entertaining newsletter. Your input is  
always welcome and we look forward to another year of 

sharing family history and news with you.  
 
 

Allie Guidry  
txguidry2000@yahoo.com   

 
Marty Guidry 

guidryrmartin@gmail.com 




