This is the last Will and testament of me John Gurr of Saint Margaret in the City of Rochester in the County of Kent, Banker; made, published and declared the nineteenth day of May in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty eight in manner following (that is to say) first I desire that my body may be directly interred by and at the direction of my Executrix and Executors hereinafter named. And I give and devise all and every my messuages, lands, tenements, hereditaments and real Estate whatsoever unto my dear Wife Elizabeth Gurr, my friend Stephen Clark Norris of Bloomfield Street London (Engraver) and my Nephew John Gurr of Chatham in the said County of Kent (Butcher) and their heirs to the uses hereinafter mentioned, that is to say to the use of my said Wife Elizabeth and her assigns for and during the term of her natural life without impearment [?] of waste. 

And from and after my decease to the uses following (that is to say) as to and considering one full undivided moiety or half part (the whole into two equal parts or shares being divided or considered as divided) of and in my said messuages, lands, tenements, hereditaments and real Estate to the use of such person or persons and for such estate or estates’ interest or interests and in such manner and form as my said Wife Elizabeth whether covert or sole and notwithstanding any her future coverture by and deed or deeds either with or without power of revocation to be by her sealed and delivered in the presence of and attested by one or more credible witness or witnesses or by her last Will and Testament in writing or any Codicil thereto or any writing  in the nature of or purporting  to be her last Will and Testament or Codicil to be by her (whether covert or sole and notwithstanding any her future Coverture) signed, sealed and published in the presence of and attested by three of more credible witnesses shall from time to time or at any time or times direct, limit, appoint, give or devise the same. And in default of such direction, limitation or appointment, gift or devise and so far as the same shall not extend to the use of my said Wife Elizabeth her heirs and assigns for ever.

And as to and concerning the other remaining moiety or half part or share  (the whole into two equal parts being divided or considered as divided as aforesaid) of and in my said messuages, lands, tenements, hereditaments and real estate to the use of all my nephews and nieces - the Sons and Daughters now living of my late Brother William Gurr (deceased) - equally to be divided between them share and share alike as tenants in common and not as joint tenants and their several and respective heirs and assigns forever, subject nevertheless to the proviso or power hereinafter contained for sale of the said messuages, lands, tenements and hereditaments or any part thereof in the life time of my said Wife. 

Also I give and bequeath all and every of my household goods and furniture, plate, linen, china and other effects employed in housekeeping and all my watches, trinkets, wearing apparel, printed books, pictures, wines, spirits and other liquors unto my said Wife Elizabeth absolutely.

Also I give and bequeath unto the said Stephen Clark Norris the sum of nineteen Guineas as a testimony of my regard and acknowledgement of his kindness in undertaking the Executorship and Trusts of this my Will, the same to be paid to or retained by him immediately after my decease.

And I give and bequeath all and every of my ready money and securities for money, monies in the public stocks or funds, credits, goods, chattels and personal estate whatsoever and of what nature of kind soever which I may be possessed of, interested in or entitled to at the time of my decease (not hereinbefore specifically bequeathed or disposed of and after and subject to the procurement thereout of my just debts, funeral expenses, the charges of proving and incident to the execution of this my Will and the pecuniary legacy hereinbefore bequeathed) unto my said Wife Elizabeth, the said Stephen Clark Norris and my said nephew John Gurr, their executors, advisors and assigns.

Upon the trusts hereinafter expressed that is to say upon trust that they my said trustees and the survivors and survivor of them and the executors, advisors and assigns of such survivor do and shall in their discretion and as and when they shall from time to time deem it expedient call in and convert into money all or any part or parts of my said residuary personal estate, and lay out and invest the monies to arise there from at interest in their, his or her names or name in the public stocks or funds or on Government or real Security and from time to time alter and vary such investments at their, his or her like discretion or contunit [?] all or any part of my said residuary personal estate in such form or quality or invested in such manner as it may be at the taint [?] of my decease. And do and shall stand possessed of and interested in the said residuary personal estate and the stocks, funds and securities in or upon which the same are or shall be invested.

Upon trust to pay unto or permit, suffer authority or empower my said Wife Elizabeth and her assigns to have, receive and take or that she shall retain the dividends, interest and annual proceeds of the same residuary personal Estate, stocks, funds and securities to and for her own use and benefit during the term of her natural life. And from and after her decease my said trustees and the survivors and survivor of them and the executors, advisors and assigns of such survivor shall stand and be possessed of and interested in the said residuary personal Estate, stocks, funds and securities.

Upon the trusts following that is to say: As to and concerning one full moiety or half part thereof upon trust for such person or persons and for such estate or estates, interest or interests and in such manner and form as my said Wife Elizabeth, whether covert or sole and notwithstanding her future coverture by and deed or deeds either with or without power of revocation to be by her sealed and delivered in the presence of and attested by one or more credible witness or witnesses or by her last Will and Testament in writing or any Codicil thereto or any writing in the nature of or purporting to be her last Will and Testament or Codicil to be by her (whether covert or sole and notwithstanding any her future coverture) signed and published in the presence of and attested by two or more credible Witnesses shall from time to time or at any time or times direct, limit, appoint, give or bequeath the same. And in default of such direction, limitation, or appointment, gift or bequest  and so far as the same shall not extend Upon trust for my said Wife Elizabeth , her executors, advisors and assigns absolutely.

And as to and concerning the other or remaining moiety of half part of the said residuary estate, stocks, funds and securities Upon trust for all my said nephews and nieces, the sons and daughters now living of my said late Brother William Gurr (deceased) equally to be divided between them, share and share alike and their several and respective executors, advisors and assigns absolutely provided always. And I do hereby declare and direct that notwithstanding anything in this my Will hereinbefore contained it shall and may be lawful to and for my said Wife Elizabeth, the said Stephen Clark Norris and my said nephew John Gurr or the survivors or survivor of them at their or her discretion and as and when they or she shall think fit at any time or times during the life of my said Wife to make sale and absolutely dispose of all or any of my said messuages lands tenements hereditaments and real estate and the whole for simple and inheritant therein either entire or in lots or parcels and either by public auction or private contract or partly by public auction and partly by private contract as they or she shall think fit to such person or persons as shall be willing to become the purchaser or purchasers thereof for the best price or prices that can or may be reasonably had or obtained for the same and to convey the same premises to such purchaser or respective purchasers and his her or their heirs or as he she or they respectively shall direct or appoint and to dispose of the monies thereby arising in such manner Upon such trusts and for such purposes as are hereinafter mentioned and expressed concerning the same and for the better advancing such sale or sales I do hereby declare that the receipt or receipts of the said trustees or the survivors or survivor of them shall be good and sufficient discharge and discharges to such purchaser or purchasers his her and their respective heirs executors advisors and assigns for the consideration money or respective consideration monies to be paid for the purchase of the said hereditaments and premises and every part thereof and that after such receipt or receipts so given such purchase or purchasers his her or their respective heirs executors advisors or assigns shall not be obliged to see to the application of or answerable or accountable for the said purchase monies or any part thereof or for the nonapplication or misapplication thereof or of any part thereof.

And I do hereby give and bequeath unto the said Elizabeth Gurr Stephen Clark Norris and John Gurr their executors advisors and assigns the monies to arise from such sale or sales of the said hereditaments and real estate Upon trust to consolidate the same with and as part of my residuary personal estate and apply and dispose of the same and the dividends interest and produce thereof for the benefit of the same persons and in like proportions and in such manner as are hereinbefore limited and directed in relation to my said residuary personal estate provided also. And I hereby declare and direct that in case any one or more of my said nephews and nieces shall happen to die in my lifetime leaving lawful issue who shall be living at the time of my decease then such issue as well daughters or sons of each nephew or niece so dead respectively by ???????? by head and if more than one tenants in common to them him and her and their his and her heirs executors and advisors shall take and be entitled to the part share and interest or respective parts shares and interests of and in my real and personal estates or the produce thereof which their parent or respective parents would have been entitled to if living at the time of my decease provided always and I declare and direct that the rents dividends interest and annual proceeds of the respective shares and interests of ????? in my real and personal estates and the monies to arise by sale of my real estate under this my will whether vested expectant or presumptive shall (after and subject to antecedent rights and interests therein) be received paid and applied by the trustees for the time being of this my will in or towards their respective maintenance and oburation(?) during their respective minorities provided also.

And I declare and direct that in case any trustee or trustees of or under this my will or to be appointed pursuant to this provision shall die or desire to decline or be discharged from the trusts hereby declared then and in any of the said cases it shall be lawful for the surviving or continuing trustees or trustee of if there shall be no continuing trustee then for the trustees of trustee declining to act of the heirs executors or advisors of the last surviving trustee to nominate and appoint one or more new trustee or trustees in the room of those so respectively dead or declining to act and thereupon the said trust estates stocks monies and premises there remaining undisposed of shall be converted assigned and transferred so that the same may be ??? vested in the continuing and new trustees jointly or in the new trustees solely as the case my require upon and for the then subsisting trusts and purposes of this my will and every such new trustee shall have the life privileges powers and authorities as if he had been hereby appointed provided lastly.

And I declare and direct that it shall be lawful for the executors and trustees of this my will to compound for compromise refer adjust and settle any debts or accounts that may be due to or subsisting with me at the time of my decease or that afterwards may become due to or subsist with my estate and to allow such time and accept such securities for payment of the same as to them shall seem fit or expedient and that the trustees and executors of this my will shall not be chargeable with any more of the aforesaid trust estates monies and premises than they respectively shall actually receive (notwithstanding their signing or executing and receipt or other instrument for the sake of conformity) nor for any loss of diminution in value that may happen of the same by any deposit investment or otherwise so as such loss happen without their wilful neglect or default nor the one for the other or others of them but each for his and her own acts deeds receipts disbursements and defaults only and also that it shall be lawful for them and each and every of them their each and every of their heirs executors and advisors in the first place by and out of the aforesaid trust estates monies and premises to deduct retain and reimburse to themselves and each other all such loss costs charges and expenses as they or any or either if them shall be put unto incur or sustain in or about the executorship or trusts of this my will or in relation to the said trust estates monies and premises or any action such matter or thing in any case relating thereto.

And I make and appoint the said Elizabeth Gurr Stephen Clark Norris and John Gurr Executors of this my will and do revoke and declare void all former wills and codicils by me made. In witness whereof I the said John Gurr the testator have to this my last will and testament contained in four sheets of paper set my hand and seal that is to say to each of the first three sheets my hand and to this fourth and last sheet my hand and seal the say and year first above written _J. Gurr (SS)_ Signed sealed published and declared by the said John Gurr the testator as and for his last will and testament in the presence of use who in his presence at the request and in the presence of each other have subscribed our names as witnesses thereto D.R.Lewis Atty. at law Rochester D.R. Lewis _ James Lewis his Clerk.

Proved at London the 15th June 1836 before the Judge by the oaths of Elizabeth Gurr Widow the Relict Stephen Clark Norris and John Gurr the Nephew the Executors to whom Admon was granted having been first sworn (to wit) the said Elizabeth Gurr  by ??? and the said Stephen Clark Norris and John Gurr before the worshipful Jesse Addams Proctor of Laws and Surrogate duly to administer.

