WE'LL MEET

son travels from Australia with news

‘missing’ war hero dad is alive and well

THE SON of a man wrongly
believed to have been killed in
the Second World War has
flown 10,000 miles to tell
Tamesiders he is alive and
well.

Gilider pilor George Hadleld was shot
i by o mortar bomb during the battle
of Arnhem in Holland in 1944,

Everyone back home thought he was
dead and his name s even belicved 1o
have been placed on i memorial 6 those
wihir Lagt their lives in the war,

But althougli he was down, helwasn'|
ot}

Crenrge - who wenl o Ashiton Grammir
Sehonl - was injured in the crash but was
captured alive and sent ooa prisoner of
war camp in Bavaria in Germany,

He spent the rest of the swarin coptivity
aned was reunited sith hiswife Helen afler
Ameticans liberated the prison camp,

Helen was waitimg tor him in London,
making numeraus visils 1o the missing
persons bureaw at 51 James: Pelaca, dnd
the pair- mever emrmed 100 their roots
before emigrating W Australia in 1950,

Now Tony Hurton, frem Woodley, s
preparing 1o meet Gieorse’s son Dhvid
alter they steugk up . Fendship on the
[mtermet.

And the pair-are - hoping 1o find ald
Friepd’s and- relatives ol George to tell
tham the mocd news hat he s alive and
will

with aes,
“He lives on the Sunshine Coast near
Brisheine and he and his wife Helen cele-

brated . their  Dinmond  Wedding
Amniversary |osl March,

“They have two children, David aned
Ausan, and two grandehildren, Catherine
und Robert™

David - 15 expected iy Tameside on
Fridiy in u Bunt for his dad’s roats,

It is Dbelieved pals: from  Ashton
Greimmiar Schoal and Ashton Cricket and
Tennis Clubs koow nothing of whilt hap-
pened o their Friend,

Fle hus e leads thiough he may be tak-
mg a wip to the Gotton Tree Pub in
Driyslden which was run by George's
did, Samuel; at one paint,

O school friends Ted Harris or Tosh
Morran v also been mentioned 15 peo-
ple Davad would like 1o speak to.

And part of his mission is to trace 1he
whereabouts - of 8 war  memoral,
rumioured (o have been placed in Ashton
Cirammoar School with his Fathér's name
(e

Tony, whio s helped Davie trace s
ooty sinee meeting Bim inoan [nternet
chat room three venrs ago, sl “We ire
laaking for any person who might be old
efongh o hive known Genege.

“Ievicl weould e very keen o mest with

BEARER OF GOOD NEWS:
David Hadfield who is visiting
Tameside to research his dad's
family roots.

anyone whokoew his Gather and hie sweould
afs like to find out mane ghout the Thiss
ing memarial,

“He isinterested fn finding sut more
after his father tald him ahout the ald days,
in Tameside, When you get into finding
out whout funily history as & hobly it jus)
smicowhalls”

Gegrge, now, aged 86 and Helen, 82,
made the papers in Oz when they cele:
Brated thear 60th wedding anniversary Tast
veal with o letter frivm the Queen,

I you can lwedp Tony and David wiih
their-search call the newsdesk on (0061
S5 1910,




