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     In the old picture of the Hawkins General Store, my Hawkins grandparents (John Preston Hawkins & Ida Bobadella 

Sanders Hawkins) are in the middle holding probably my dad's only sister Mary B. (deceased).  Their older brother 

Horace is probably also in the picture. The store was in the Six-Mile Creek area of Bibb County, Alabama close to the 

little coal mining towns of Piper and Blockton.  My dad's sister told me about them living in part of the store. When the 

store burned in 1910 they moved up to Dekalb County, Alabama close to my grandfather's relatives and bought a farm. 

Ida died in 1923 and John P. died in 1925. 

     In the 1930 census the four youngest sons show up in the household of Dyer B. Crow (John P.'s half brother).  Dyer B. 

Crow & wife are also in the 1910 Bibb County Alabama Six-Mile Creek census next-door to John & Ida's family and 

Dyer is listed as "merchant".  Also his brother-in-law George Hawkins (merchant), wife & daughter (3) are next-door. 
     Ida's sister Lenora, husband and 3 or 4 children may also be in the picture because Ida's family all lived in the area.  

BUT, I do not know exactly who is who!   

     It is about 100 miles from Dekalb county down to Bibb county so you might wonder what was John P. doing way 

down there--well my aunt told me he went south looking for work and found it first as a prison guard where Ida's father 

also was a warden.  He went home for supper one night with the warden and met Ida Sanders.  (my grandmother)  The 

area at the time was quite booming with several mining towns (coal & lime)      Nancy Hawkins Pack 

 

 

This newsletter (with pictures) will be posted to our website, where past issues are maintained. 

*** 

     We now have 85 participants. We have to date formed eleven (11) Family groups, and identified 34 distinct Hawkins 

lines. It appears that most of the new participant are falling into one of our established family groups, or are matching a 

previously unmatched participant to form a new family group. 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~hawkinsdnaproject/
mailto:phil_hawkins@sbcglobal.net


*** 

From Family Tree DNA: To Hawkins group manager, 

     It is our pleasure to inform you that Family Tree DNA has launched the highest resolution Y-DNA test in the market: 

the 59-marker Y-DNA test. 

     For information about the impact of this test for matching purposes, please refer to the following page: 

http://www.ftdna.com/faq2.html  

     Not only does this new test have a very attractive price, but with our recent increases in volume we have also been able 

to reduce the price of the 37-marker test. All the upgrades to 37 and 59 have been priced accordingly!  Prices are listed at 

the Z47192 web site shown in the next paragraph. 

*** 

      Family Tree DNA surname projects will surpass 3,100 in May, and they have more than 63,000 Y-records now in 

their database. To join our HAWKINS project go to http://www.familytreedna.com/surname_join.asp?code=Z47192 

where you will receive the group discount price. 

*** 

     Carlene / Caroline Vowell has accepted the responsibility of acting as Coordinator for Hawkins Family Group-08. 

 

     Still looking for coordinators for some of the established family groups. Coordinators are needed to guide sharing 

between group participants, and in using that shared information to determine where the best research opportunities might 

lie. We want to see each participant connected to a single tree from the group’s MRCA (most recent common ancestor). 

*** 

     Following is an article that I feel you would enjoy reading in the original. I have done some deleting, and I do not 

show an adjoining table that lists websites, pricing and related comments. Permission to quote has been granted (most 

libraries subscribe to and maintain copies of the Wall Street Journal): 

 
WALL STREET JOURNAL 
Encore (A Special Report): Lifestyles 
Missing Links: DNA testing, the hottest tool in genealogy, is helping more people open doors to their past 
By Donald Moffitt 
Monday, 24 April 2006 
Page R8 
The Wall Street Journal 
(Copyright (c) 2006, Dow Jones & Company, Inc.) 
 
     I JUST FOUND OUT there's a stranger in my gene pool.  
 
     It was only one in a series of surprises in recent DNA testing undertaken by three of my distant cousins and me. 
We had each been tested for DNA patterns at locations called markers on our Y chromosome, which men inherit only 
from their fathers. Matching patterns can help prove kinship … 
 
     …..DNA testing has become the hottest tool in genealogy, allowing amateur sleuths like myself to graft and prune 
their family trees. The process is simple, involving little more than a swab of the inside of your cheek. Advances in lab 
technology, meanwhile, have brought the costs down to home-appliance levels. And for your efforts, you can learn, 
among other things, some of the ancient ethnic and geographic origins of your ancestry. 
 
But beware: DNA can open doors you can't close. ….. 
 
     …..Off and on for 50 years, a similarly obsessive uncle and I followed the leads in our family Bibles and letters, and 
eventually reconstructed a long and detailed, but still incomplete, family story. It came from a variety of documentary 
sources -- court records, wills, census reports, tax lists and Quaker meeting minutes -- and from recollections of our 
oldest living relatives. I ordered my first DNA test last fall after learning of my cousins' testing, just to confirm our 
kinship [my underline - PAH]. 
 
     DNA testing for the layperson is only several years old. In 2000, Bryan Sykes, a noted geneticist at Oxford 
University, published one of the first research papers on DNA and a surname -- his own. As "a bit of fun," he 
explained, he tested a number of Sykes males in three English counties where the name had also been common 700 
years earlier. Nearly half of them shared a haplotype -- or set of DNA patterns -- in Mr. Sykes's tests of a set of four 
markers on their Y chromosomes. And that made their common ancestry highly probable. That year, he founded 
Oxford Ancestors Ltd. to offer DNA testing to British and American consumers. 
 
     Also in 2000, two American entrepreneurs with keen personal interests in genealogy, Bennett Greenspan and 
James Levoy Sorenson, separately founded what have become the country's largest genealogical DNA testing 
laboratories. They are Mr. Greenspan's Family Tree DNA, in Houston, and Relative Genetics, a division of Sorenson 
Genomics LLC in Salt Lake City. Since 2000, these labs and others have tested or are testing more than 120,000 
DNA samples. 
 
     With each company, the procedure is much the same. A person orders a kit via the Web or the telephone, does a 
cheek swab, and mails the kit back to the test lab. The cost ranges from less than $100 to several hundred dollars, 
depending on the laboratory and the number of DNA markers examined. ….. 

http://www.ftdna.com/faq2.html
http://www.familytreedna.com/surname_join.asp?code=Z47192


 
     Some laboratories offer testing of the mixtures of DNA you inherit from both your father and your mother in the 22 
pairs of autosomal, or non-sex-determining, chromosomes. Those combine at conception to code your physical 
characteristics. The testing, among other things, can give indications, though often fuzzy and questionable, of the 
ethnic or geographical origins of your total ancestry. 
 
     More definitively, genealogical labs also test for known single nucleotide polymorphisms, or SNPs. An SNP looks 
like a one-character typographical error in a long string of words. It's a genetic mistake that gets inherited and points 
to distant paternal- or maternal-line forebears among Stone Age clans in Africa, Asia, Europe or, more recently, in the 
Americas before 1492. SNP tests confirm the deep ancestry that genealogical haplotypes suggest but don't prove. 
….. 
 
     …..One consequence of DNA testing is the growth of Web-based surname projects, which are efforts to connect 
individuals with near or distant cousins in order to confirm, discredit or expand the links in sometimes error-ridden 
paper-trail genealogies. 
 
     Hosted by testing laboratories and administered by volunteers, the projects recruit participants and sometimes 
finance tests for the less affluent. (To assuage privacy concerns, most participants are promised anonymity if they 
wish.) More than 2,800 such projects, with participants ranging from a handful to hundreds, now exist. 
 
     Nancy Custer, a California high-school teacher who has a doctorate in biology, founded an early project after DNA 
testing helped her to solve a mystery that had bedeviled her since childhood. A great-great-grandfather, Harvey 
Kelley, for reasons undetermined, had changed his name from Dorsey about the time he moved from Tennessee to 
South Carolina after the Civil War. 
 
     Who had he been as Dorsey? Nobody knew. Census and Civil War service records pointed toward a Tennessean 
named Elisha H. (for Harvey?) Dorsey, whose wife, like the wife of Mr. Kelley, was named Louisa. A few years ago, 
Ms. Custer tracked down several male Dorsey descendants and persuaded them and a Kelley cousin to submit their 
DNA for testing. It matched. And Ms. Custer expanded her research into the family with a surname project for 
Dorseys. 
 
     "Even after 35 years as a biologist, it was an incredible experience to see those rows of matching numbers," Ms. 
Custer says. "That quiet little Y chromosome had stayed true to its secret so many years, and . . . technology had 
found a way to bring that secret to light. I was very excited." 
 
     My own DNA test, and those of my distant cousins, revealed two surprises: a new branch on our family tree and 
the mysterious Mr. Rutherford. 
 
     The four of us had met online through genealogy message-board postings and, eventually, through our DNA tests. 
Three of us -- myself, Kyle Moffitt (a high-school teacher who lives in Australia) and C. Michael Moffitt (an 
environmental consultant in Austin, Texas) -- had been able to trace our roots to the sons of one Robert Moffitt in 
Northern Ireland. His sons settled in North Carolina in 1760. 
 
     But the fourth player at our table -- John Moffett, a utility executive in Kentucky, who spells his name with an "e" -- 
originally had no strong reason to suspect he was kin to us. His known American ancestry originated in what is now 
Kentucky but was Virginia before 1780. There had been no persuasive evidence to connect any of several Moffett 
families in colonial Virginia with our North Carolina Moffitts. 
 
     Our DNA tests provided that evidence. 
 
     The tests first showed that all of us shared a straight paternal-line ancestor, perhaps with 100 million or more 
males in Western Europe and the Americas. The patriarch seems to have fathered a Stone Age clan in northern 
Spain that survived, grew and drifted northward as the glaciers of the Ice Age began to melt roughly 15,000 years 
ago. Researchers consider that we, all his descendants -- including many of you who are reading this article -- 
comprise a population labeled "R1b," which saturates parts of Ireland, Scotland, and the Spanish Basque country but 
is found all over Europe. 
 
     But our tests also showed that the four of us shared an extremely rare mutation along the Y chromosome, a DNA 
pattern that appears in only a few hundredths of 1% of the R1b population. That match -- which Mr. Greenspan at 
Family Tree characterized as nothing less than a silver bullet -- was a virtual guarantee of close kinship. The Moffitts 
of North Carolina and one group of Moffetts of colonial Virginia were family. 
 
     And then came Mr. Rutherford. Searching publicly accessible DNA databases, I found a man identified only as a 
Rutherford who matched on 27 of the 28 markers from our DNA tests -- including our rarest, comparable with those of 
my most extensively tested cousin. The close match indicated a good chance of recent common ancestry without 
even taking the rarity into account. 
 
     Y-chromosome markers, though, usually follow surnames. Phonetic spelling could turn Moffat into Moffett or Moffitt 
but not into Rutherford. Was this a purely random match -- like that of the same winning lottery number in drawings in 
two states -- owing to identical but unrelated mutations? Did it result from common biological ancestry before either 
family began using surnames? 
 
     Or did it represent what genealogists call a nonpaternity event, such as an informal adoption, illegitimacy, or 
deliberate name change, where someone fathered by a Moffitt or Moffett became known as Rutherford or vice versa? 
If so, when and where could a Moffitt-Rutherford connection have taken place? 



 
     The nature of nonpaternity events usually makes them impossible to prove. It's true that Mr. Rutherford's DNA 
doesn't come close to matching that of other Rutherfords, but only a few have been tested. I don't even know who Mr. 
Rutherford is. I found his colonial pedigree in his DNA database and wrote a letter of inquiry to the person listed as 
having provided the pedigree. There's been no response. 
 
     That didn't end the search, though. Mr. Rutherford's pedigree identified his earliest known Rutherford forebear as a 
Henry Rutherford, born in 1801 in Virginia. Expecting nothing, I entered "Moffett," "Rutherford" and "Virginia" in 
Google.com's search engine. I inspected 200 irrelevant links; No. 201 got me a scholarly account of the surveying and 
development of a settlement in the part of colonial Virginia that became West Virginia during the Civil War. 
 
     Land in the "Patterson Creek Manor" was owned by one of Virginia's main proprietors, Lord Fairfax. In 1748, he 
commissioned a surveyor, accompanied by Lord Fairfax's young nephew and the nephew's best friend, 16-year-old 
George Washington, to map it. The survey was unusually erroneous, and in 1762 a team that included a John Moffett, 
who might or might not have been one of ours, did a resurvey. 
 
     The new survey produced a plat map showing the ownership of "lots" within it. Some 500 acres retained by Lord 
Fairfax occupied a central lot. It abutted the holding of a Solomon Rutherford, and a few tracts away lay one owned by 
a John Moffitt, probably the surveyor himself. Coincidence piled on coincidence or not, there the mystery stands. 
 
---     Mr. Moffitt is a writer in Virginia. He can be reached at encore@wsj.com. 
 
Mr. Hawkins: 
  Hello from The Wall Street Journal. Thank you very much for your note – and the kind words – which we will forward 
to Mr. Moffitt immediately. 
  Yes, you have our permission to quote from Mr. Moffitt’s article – as long as credit is given to The Wall Street 
Journal. 
  Thanks again for taking the time to write. 
  Regards,   Glenn Ruffenach      Editor – Encore/The Wall Street Journal 
 

Copy moffitt12@cox.net, and Glenn.Ruffenach@wsj.com.  

*** 
     From an[ISOGG] posted email exchange: ….. the line I submitted to the DAR with DNA data has been approved!!! 

“YAY! WOO HOO!”  It may not be the first case where someone has submitted DNA data to the DAR, but it does help 

as far as setting precedence. A follow up note pointed out that the DNA evidence was in addition to other “paper trail” 

material. 

     A reply: …..Mayflower Society* has recently had its first case, too, and an article about it by the Historian General 

will appear in the June number of the Mayflower Quarterly. 
*** 

Questions? Contact me at phil_hawkins@sbcglobal.net. 

-----Repeating----- 

     If you maintain a web site with Hawkins information, please add a link to our Hawkins DNA Project. 

 

     If you know someone that would like to be on the Hawkins project information mailing list, please send me their name 

and email and I’ll add them. Anyone that desires not to be on the list should request removal.  

 

     Please advise us of any planned Hawkins reunions. We would like to list them indicating the patriarch, place, dates, 

and any other special information. Consider collecting donations to have some of the cousins in your group tested. Maybe 

you have the perfect paper records, but the 

mutations that occur in the separate lines need to be 

identified now for succeeding generations. 

  

     The newsletter is available in Word.doc or 

Adobe.pdf. Feel free to copy this letter to anyone 

that you feel would have an interest.     

 

     In the picture, my father is conversing with 

“Rags,” as his brothers and sisters look on. Taken 

about 1920 at the home farm in Tipton County, 

Indiana. Dad died in 1996 two weeks shy of age 

85. 

 

 

 Phil Hawkins   30 Apr 2006 Administrator 

  [No remuneration received] 
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