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The Hollyer, Holyer and 
Hollier One Name Study

Further Research 1998-2002

By Peter Walker

Introduction

This document is the third volume of my 
researches on the family names of Hollyer, Holyer 
and Hollier. Previous volumes were produced in 
1996 (The Hollyer Family - A Genealogical 
Review) and 1998 (The Continuing Story of the 
Hollyer Family 1998 Update). 

In 1998, I had just taken over the One Name Study 
of the 3 names from the late Harry Holyer and the 
second volume included some information on the 
Holyers of Kent, including those appearing in the 
1881 census. Little work had at that time been 
done of the far more common Hollier name variant. 
This volume therefore contains a good deal on this 
name.

Why “Notes from Hollow Places”?

In previous volumes, I mentioned that several 
surname dictionaries give the origin and meaning 
of the name as ‘Whoremonger’ (from Whorelier) 
or ‘Dweller by the holly tree’.  However, Gustav 
Fransson in his book Middle English Surnames of 
Occupation 1100-1350, with an excursion on 
toponymical surnames (1935) mentions that 
names ending in -ere or -iere denote someone 
who lives by a particular topographical feature, eg 
Bechere denotes someone who lives by a beech 
tree. He cites 4 examples of early names as 
follows:-

Adam le Holyer, 1319, Subsidy Roll, Essex
Adam Holier, 1332, Subsidy Roll, Essex
Robert le Holare, 1275, Subsidy Roll, Worcs
John Holere, 1295, Gaol Delivery Roll, Norfolk

And explains that these names mean ‘dweller by 
the hole, cavity or hollow place’.  I understand that 
names of this form are actually most frequent in 
Sussex and the adjoining counties. They are also 
found in Somerset and Worcestershire and 
occasionally in the East Midlands. I am grateful to 
Peter McClure for this information.

This may help explain why the name seems to be 
evenly and randomly spread across the southern 
counties of England and is never found in the 
northern counties. In contrast, if the name had 
originated only in the stronghold of North 
Warwickshire, a more even distribution of the 
name spreading out in time from Warks would 
have been expected. If true, it means that while 
the Warwickshire families seem to come from a 
common root in Shustoke, those in Southern 
counties probably arose independently.

From the above concepts, it seemed appropriate 
to name this volume Notes from Hollow Places.

Trials and Tribulations of a One Name Study

The first priority of the One Name Study was to try 
to bring the knowledge of the Holyer and Hollier 
name variants up the level achieved with Hollyer 
- where most people belonged to just 5 main 
families. However, it soon emerged that Hollier 
was going to prove more complex, as most Holliers 
in the USA descend from three brothers from 
Nantes in France who settled in Louisiana and 
New Orleans. I have tried to collate the early US 
Holliers in this group, but extending the study to 
France too would be a major challenge.

My time has been shared between collecting 
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information on Holyer and Hollier and responding to new contacts mostly made from the Internet. While 
some new Hollyer contacts have been made, most of the new material in the last 3 years has related 
to Hollier and the Kent Holyer families. As new enquiries arrived, a new branch has been investigated. 
This has led to a position where some Hollier lines are now quite well researched, while others remain 
a mystery - especially those associated with the Birmingham area, where proving links back is as difficult 
as in London.

In the pages that follow, some of the many families that have been researched are described. 

What’s in a name?

When is a Hollyer really a Holyer or Hollier? The more the name is studied, the more it becomes 
clear how interchangeable the name variants are. The name spelling has only really 
stabilised in the 20th century, though on the whole, the spelling is much more predictable 

in the 19th century than in previous eras. Take for example the 17th century Hollyer surgeons of St 
Thomas’s Hospital, described in the last volume. Parish records of this family are variously shown as 
Hollyer, Hollier, Holliar, Hollyar and even Holliard, but the memorial inscription in Christ Church 
(destroyed in World War 2) was recorded with the name Hollier, and we now know that this family 
was indeed descended from a Hollier family from Coventry. A longer article on Thomas Hollier appears 
later in this booklet.The memorial itself was on a floorslab in the south aisle and shows yet another 
variant of coat of arms. This coat of arms is slightly different from those previously described. The 
bear’s paw is in the stag’s mouth.

Here lyeth the body of Mr  Thomas
Hollier late Citizen & chirurgeon
of London, who departed this life

the 22nd of Aprill 169o
Who was chirurgeon to their Majestie’s 

Hospital of St Thomas in Southwark
-- yeares, also near this place lye the
Body of Lucy his wife who deceased

the 13th of August 1677 aged 55 and Thomas
Their eldest son who dyed ÿe 25th of Decr
1672 aged 29 yeares and James their second

son who dyed ÿe 26th of Jan 1686 aged 36 years.
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Where does the information 
come from?

Many correspondents provide valuable data on 
their families and ancestors, with perhaps 
some research findings from their own 

ancestral lines. Such information is important, as 
internal family evidence may be impossible to obtain 
from other sources. But any One Name Study 
depends on a core of data from various sources to 
build up a picture of the main families and areas 
where families resided. From this, pedigrees can be 
assembled. Here is a list of some of the main datasets 
or metadata (eg indexes to data) I have collected.

General Register Office indexes of Births, Marriages 
and Deaths. Hollyer (1837-1997), Holyer (1837-
1980s) and Hollier (1837-1960s)
Scottish GRO index entries (Hollyer only)
LDS International Genealogical Index
LDS Vital Records Indexes for UK, Australia, USA 
and Western Europe
Sundry birth, marriage and death records from 
Australia and New Zealand
Pallott Marriage and Baptism Indexes
Boyd’s Marriage Index (London)
Staffs Marriage Index
Warks Marriage Index
Leics Marriage Index (1801-1837)
Oxfordshire Marriage Index
Bucks Marriage Index
Faculty Office Marriage Licence Allegations Index
Vicar-General Marriage Licence Allegations Index
Hampshire Marriage Allegations
National Burial Index
Wills Index 1858-1965
PCC Wills Indexes to 1800
Archdeanery Court of London Wills Index
Bank of England Will Extracts Index
Commonwealth War Graves Commission Database
Soldiers Died in Great War Index
London Burial Index
Staffs Burial Index
Bucks Burial Index
Oxfordshire Burial Index
Oxfordshire Memorial Inscriptions Index
Sydenham Memorial Inscriptions
Oxfordshire probate records

Parish Register extracts from:-

Kent:  Woodchurch, High Halden, Tenterden, 
Appledore, Speldhurst, 
Oxfordshire: Deddington, Charlton on Otmoor, 
Sandford St Martin, Duns Tew, Over Worton, Nether 
Worton, Barford St John, Barford St Michael, Shipton 
under Wychwood, Steeple Barton, South Weston, 
Sydenham, Tetsworth, Chinnor, Lewknor, Somerton
Berkshire: Binfield, Sonning

Somerset: Cheddar, Rodney Stoke, Rickford & 
Burrington, Blagdon 
Staffordshire: Barton under Needlewood, Tatenhill 
Warwickshire: Shustoke, Sheldon, Allesley, 
Coventry Holy Trinity, Coventry St Michaels
Nottinghamshire: Nottingham, Newark and Radford
Hampshire: Fordingbridge, Ibsley, Ringwood
London: St Thomas the Apostle; St James, 
Clerkenwell; St George, Hanover Square; St 
George’s Chapel, Mayfair; Charterhouse Chapel; 
Christchurch, Newgate Street; St Vedast & St Michael 
le Quern; St Helens, Bishopsgate; St Margaret, 
Moses Street; St Mary le Bone; St Stephens, 
Walbrook; St Martins in the Fields; St Lawrence 
Jewry & St Mary Magdalene; St Clement, Eastcheap 
& St Martin, Orgar; St Katherine’s by the Tower; St 
Dunstan in the East; St Nicholas Olave and St Peter, 
Cornhill

Census Indexes

1881 census complete
1841 censuses Somerset and Oxfordshire (part)
1851 censuses Bucks, Hants, Oxfordshire, 
Warwickshire, Staffordshire, Gloucestershire, 
Somerset, Devon and Worcestershire
1861 censuses Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire (part), 
Somerset
1871 censuses for Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire and 
Somerset
1891 censuses for Birmingham, Somerset, 
Oxfordshire (part) and Wiltshire
1901 census (Hollyer and most Holyer at time of 
writing)
US 1880 census complete

Times Index
Index of Apprentices, Society of Genealogists
Great Card Index extracts, Society of Genealogists
London City Apprenticeships Abstracts
Boyd’s Inhabitants of London
18th Century Medics
Clock & Watch Makers Index
Sundry pre-1600 records from Family Origins Name 
Service
Owners of Land Return 1870
Ellis Island immigration index 1895-1925
US Social Security Death Index
Sundry US census indexes and other data (including 
UK data) from Ancestry.com and Family Tree Maker 
web sites
Data from “Access to Archives” web site
Australian passenger lists (Victoria)
Papers of the late Harry Holyer
Papers of the late John Umney-Gray
Steve Hollier’s papers on the Somerset Holliers
Harry Duckworth’s collection of early trees and data 
Collated research from Margaret Wilbourn and 
Richard S Hollyer
UK Info Disk 2001 (present day addresses)
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Researching the Hollier 
name variant

Understanding the Hollier families has 
been quite a challenge. To begin with, 
the Hollier name is some 5 times more 

common than Hollyer and even more so than 
the even rarer Holyer name variant.  Most 
Hollyers can be shown to connect to around 5 
main families and two of these used the Hollier 
spelling quite frequently too.  In contrast, there 
seem to be a large number of Hollier families, 
many of which are difficult to connect. Indeed, 
many are probably completely separate, that is, 
the name arose independently. If some are 
connected it is perhaps so far back that it pre-
dates parish registers (before 1537) so that 
there is no surviving data to prove such a link. 
Alternatively, amongst the main Warwickshire 
and surrounding area group there may well be 
a connection but the sheer number of families 
makes tracing connections difficult and when 
families became more mobile and moved into 
the growing metropolis of Birmingham, it gets 
even harder.  The same is true of those families 
attracted into London.  All that can be done at 
this time is to record the families that have been 
researched.

The Hollier Surgeons at St Thomas’s 
Hospital

But first a recap – the surgeon family at St 
Thomas’s Hospital in the 17th century.  In the 
1998 Update I described these as Hollyers – 
the way they were recorded in the hospital’s 
records. But the name varies a great deal, even 
Holliard on occasion.  I now know that the 
family descended from a Hollier family in 
Coventry. Several descendant lines are also 
known, but no Holliers down to modern times. 
An article on Thomas Hollier the surgeon 
appears below.

The Holliers of Warwickshire and 
neighbouring counties

The earliest and main group of Holliers are 
those in Warwickshire, which also gave us the 
Coventry Hollyers. Indeed, a wide variety of 
spellings can be found in the parish registers. 
Thanks to the diligent researches of Harry 
Duckworth, it is now possible to describe many 

of the fragments of families and even connect 
some together across parish boundaries. His 
work has created pedigrees or fragments of 
pedigrees over more than 47 parishes or 
groups of parishes in Warwickshire, 
Staffordshire and parts of Worcestershire and 
Leicestershire.

The Holliers of Lambeth and London

Contact from Kirk & Louise Hollier led me to 
trace one London 19th century Hollier family. 
Four generations are known who lived in 
London, in and around the City: Henry & Eliza, 
Henry & Harriett, and John & Elizabeth. Of their 
family, brought up in Lambeth, two, Albert 
Thomas and James, emigrated to Alberta, 
Canada.

The Holliers of Sharnford and Burbage

One of the main groups of Leicestershire 
Holliers. It appears that the family originally 
came from Bickenhill, in Warwickshire, but 
settled in Sharnford. Branches are associated 
with Burbage and Three Pots. This is the family 
researched originally by Harry Duckworth, 
whose extensive article on the family is 
reproduced below.

The "Elliott Holliers" of Hinckley, Market 
Bosworth and Dudley

This other Leicestershire Hollier family lived 
very close to the above family, but there doesn't 
seem to be a connection. They were associated 
with Hinckley, Stoke Golding and Barwell. The 
forename "Elliott" was used in the family over 
many generations. Elliott Hollier (1813-1905) 
was a chemist at Dudley and became mayor of 
the town. Geoff Kernan’s article on Elliott the 
Chemist appears below.

The Somerset Holliers

The Somerset Holliers became the most 
numerous group of Holliers in the 19th century, 
but their origins are obscure. Samuel Hollier 
who married in 1749 in Burrington is the oldest 
known Hollier in the line - prior to that the line is 
rather speculative. Steve Hollier, who did a lot 
of research on this line in the 1980s, though 
that Samuel might have come from a line of 
Hollers, but I doubt this. I’ve noticed the 
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separate name Holler appears in the censuses 
and the name Hollier is known from earlier times 
elsewhere in Somerset. The family is 
associated with Burrington, Draycott, Blagdon 
and Cheddar. They were mainly farm labourers. 
By the 20th century, the family seems to shift 
away from the Axbridge registration district and 
is mainly found in Weston and Bristol. But even 
today, the Somerset Holliers are the second 
most populous group of Holliers.

The Holliers of Moreton in the Marsh

There was a very large family of Holliers at 
Moreton in the Marsh, Gloucestershire in the 
19th century. They were butchers and grocers. 
The oldest member of the family was William 
Hollier born c1793 in Ledwell, Oxfordshire. 
Before that the line goes back via Duns Tew 
and Over Worton in Oxfordshire, so this family 
is almost certainly connected to the Holliers 
from Deddington in Oxfordshire, see below.

The Sydenham Holliers

Holliers appear in Sydenham, Oxfordshire 
towards the end of the 18th century. The family 
seems to stem from Richard Hollier (born 
c1756) who married twice. Two families from 
amongst his descendants emigrated to 
Australia: Thomas and Mary Hollier and Eden 
and Ann Hollier. Many descendants in Australia 
have contacted me about this family. A separate 
article on the Sydenham Holliers appears below.

The Deddington Holliers

Unlike the Sydenham Holliers, the Holliers in 
the north of Oxfordshire go back a long way. 
The main places where they lived were 
Deddington and Charlton on Otmoor, where the 
earliest records are from 1648 and 1572 
respectively. But several other nearby parishes 
have also produced Holliers, including Sandford 
St Martin, Duns Tew, Over Worton, Nether 
Worton, Barford St John, Barford St Michael, 
Steeple Barton and Somerton. The choice of 
forenames was very limited, so we find two 
couples called William and Ann producing 
family at Deddington in the early 18th century – 
so teasing out a tree is almost impossible. But 
the names Aubrey and Zachariah are a 
welcome change which helps tie down some 
branches.

The Holliers from Burnham Abbey, Bushey 
and Watford

There was a family of Holliers at Burnham 
Abbey in Bucks, who later settled in Bushey, 
Herts and Harrow in Middlesex. There is some 
evidence to suggest a link to the Deddington 
Holliers. Indeed, I think the family connects 
back to that at Duns Tew. The forename 
Zachariah was used often in this family. Bushey 
falls in the registration district of Watford and 
there was a second and separate Hollier family 
in Watford itself, who descend from a family 
from Studley, Warks - but so far these have not 
been positively connected to the other Studley 
family, described below.

The Studley Holliers

A Hollier family that were at Studley, Warks in 
the early 19th century: Thomas & Harriet and 
their family were all connected with the Needle 
Making industry. Descendants of this family 
never seem to have strayed far from their West 
Midlands roots.

The Holliers of Weedon, Northants

This line starts with Edward who married 
Frances Green in 1758. John, who married 
Sarah Leatherland in 1786 is probably his 
eldest son and Edward born c1788 is probably 
John’s eldest. He married Ann Leeson in 1809 
and several Holliers in this line used the middle 
name Leeson. This family moved to Simpson in 
Bucks. John’s second son John produced the 
line still at Weedon at the time of the 1851 
census. Little is known of the origins of this 
family, though there is an isolated Hollier 
marriage entry at Weedon in 1596, curiously 
also a Hollier/Leeson marriage. Northants is 
poorly covered in the IGI, so tracing Hollier 
connections is especially difficult. Several 
descendants of this family emigrated to 
Australia and New Zealand.

The “Till Holliers”

This family used the odd name Till as a 
forename over many centuries. A complete line 
has not yet been established, but there are 
several fragments that almost certainly link 
together. The earliest “Till Hollier” was at 
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Chichester, Sussex in the mid 18th century 
when Till Hollier & Elizabeth Clayton had 4 
children, the 4th of which was another Till. There 
is evidence that several of the family moved to 
London and it seems likely that Till, junior died 
in the City in 1778. The 3rd son Thomas may be 
the Thomas who married Sarah and had Till 
Thomas in 1785 and Richard in 1787, both in 
London. Either Till Thomas or his father 
Thomas may be the Thomas who (re)married to 
Ann and had Till Henry in 1806. Till Henry 
married twice: in 1829 to Agnes Steel (2 
children) and again in 1843 to Martha Stoner (6 
children). This family settled at Greenwich and 
appears to have tried to confuse the census 
enumerators by giving somewhat inaccurate 
accounts of himself and his family in 1851 and 
1861. In both these censuses, Till Henry gives 
his birthplace as Scotland, which we don't 
believe is true. An intriguing possibility is that, 
as Till is not a recognised forename but is 
known to be a surname, the first Till Hollier 
might have been the son of Roger Hollier who 
married Rebecca Till at Newport, Isle of Wight 
in 1716.

Hollier/Hollyers in Berkshire

There were Hollyers at Binfield, Berks over 
several generations, starting with the marriage 
of Thomas Hollyer and Mary Mills in 1749 in 
Reading. There was also a family of Hollier/
Hollyers in Shinfield and Sonning. There are 
early records from Berkshire in the 16th century. 
By the 19th century, however, the families 
seemed to have moved to London and no 
descendants are known of these Berks families. 
Another Hollyer family were at Bisham and 
Cookham.

Holliers from Birmingham, Handsworth, Old 
Swinford and Stourbridge

A line starting with Thomas Hollier, who married 
Elizabeth Symonds in Birmingham in 1766. 
Several lines of descent have been researched, 
especially the descent of George Hollier and 
Julia Spencer who married in Birmingham in 
1825 and had a family of 9 children at Old 
Swinford and Stourbridge.

The Hollier family from Stretton on Fosse, 
Worc

A tentative line that goes via Tredington, Warks 
and Kings Norton. By 1881 they were at West 
Bromwich. The family frequently used 
Lawrence as a middle name.

The Banbury Holliers

Another family from Oxfordshire. There were 
three generations who lived in Banbury, 
Oxfordshire in the 19th century. They link back 
to the Hollier family at Over Worton and 
probably ultimately back to Deddington.

The Fordingbridge Hollier/Hollyers

This group of Holliers probably go back to the 
early 16th century records found in the New 
Forest area and on the Isle of Wight. I have 
researched one line in detail, the ancestry of 
Tim Hollier which is described in a separate 
article. Another branch went to form the group 
of Hollyers at Portsea, mentioned in my earlier 
volumes. A couple of branches lived in Tipton, 
an iron making industrial area of Staffordshire 
near Wolverhampton, while others settled in 
Somerset.

Holliers in the Isle of Wight

Holliers must have been in the New Forest area 
and the Isle of Wight from early times, since by 
the start of parish registers in the 16th century, 
there are several places where the name can be 
found. A few fragments have been researched, 
in particular the descent of Richard Hollier and 
Mary Mew who married in 1764 in Freshwater.

Welsh Holliers

The most prominent Hollier in Wales was Henry 
Hollier, who in the late 18th century was the 
Steward to the 1st Marquess of Bute (Lord 
Cardiff), who restored Cardiff Castle from ruins. 
Henry also held a string of public posts in Cardiff 
and the County of Glamorgan, including Town 
Clerk, Alderman and Bailiff of Cardiff, Clerk of 
the General Meeting, County Receiver General 
and Collector of Customs. A number of 19th 
century Welsh Holliers descend from him, 
notably the family and descendants of his son 
Henry Hollier who in 1823 married Mary Ann 
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Babbage, sister of the mathematician Charles 
Babbage, famous for his work on early 
mechanical computing. 

His son Henry took over some of his father’s 
functions. However, as Receiver of Taxes, it 
appears he embezzled monies received and in 
1818 his extensive estates were seized by the 
Crown and sold off to repay his debts.

At least one Hollier family at Blaina in 
Monmouth was a Somerset family and they 
subsequently moved back across the border to 
Gloucestershire. While discussing Wales, it is 
worth mentioning that two generations of 
Hollyers are also associated with South Wales. 
John Hollyer (1786-1852), descended from the 
Coventry Hollyers, lived at Cardiff and 
Bridgend, while his son John Sanderson Hollyer 
(1818-1897) was a notable Iron and Timber 
Merchant in Cardiff.

The Holliers in Lousiana and the Southern 
USA

There is plenty of evidence that the Hollier 
name is a French one. How many English 
Holliers took their name from Norman French 
invaders we shall never know. I have come 
across several citations to publications by 
Holliers from France, between the 16th and 
20th centuries. There are some 75 Holliers in 
the French IGI. In the mid 1700s, three brothers 
from Nantes, who were in the French Navy, 
settled in Louisiana and stayed on even when it 
became a Spanish colony. Two of these 
brothers (Luc Claude and Jacques Noel Hollier) 
are the ancestors of the large group of Holliers 
still in Louisiana and nearby southern states. 
The families originate from Opelousas and St 
Martinville in Louisiana and for several 
generations maintained their French names 
and language.

Mike Hollier writes:- 

“There were three brothers from Nantes: 

Luc Claude, Jacques Noel and Jean Francois. 
Luc Claude and Jacques Noel were both in the 
French military. We have been unable to 
identify exactly when they arrived in Louisiana, 
but Luc Claude was here in the 1750s and 
Jacques was here in the 1760s. I believe Jean 
Francois was in Haiti (St. Domingue) and later 

came to Louisiana at the time of the slave 
revolt. 

All three brothers were educated. I speculate 
Luc Claude and Jacques Noel stayed in 
Louisiana when France transferred the 
Louisiana Colony to Spain. Luc Claude marries 
the Opelousas Post Commandant's daughter 
and settles there with a Spanish land grant and 
grows Indigo for awhile. I have a copy of the 
contract for the building of his house and 
several investigative reports he prepared for the 
Commandant. 

Jacques Noel remained in New Orleans for the 
rest of his life. One document identifies him as 
a "wig maker" another as a "surgeon of the 
marine". His sons move to Opelousas when 
they become adults and join the uncle and 
cousins there. 

Both Luc Claude and Jacques Noel and their 
sons were in the cattle business. Their separate 
cattle brands are recorded in the Brand Book in 
1775 in St. Martinville (Post des Attakapas). 

On Jean Francois I have no information. In 
1788 New Olreans is 90% destroyed by fire. 
Jacques Noel (my ancestor) lost everything and 
petitions the Cabildo for permission to leave the 
colony to go to St. Domingue (Haiti) to purchase 
slaves from his brother for resale in New 
Olreans. The brother must be Jean Francois. 
Luc Claude was settled in Opelousas. He went 
and came back with the slaves and the court 
record identifies the names, purchase price, 
purchase location and amount in Haiti of each 
slave.

When the United States purchases the 
Louisiana Territory from France, there was a 
census taken a few years later. There is a "John 
Hollier" identified on St. Peter Street who is a 
teacher. I speculate this is Jean Francois.”

Inspection of the US 1880 census shows that 
some Holliers were of black or mixed race. This 
may stem from the habit of slaves being given 
the surnames of their masters. All in all, the 
history of the Louisiana Holliers and those in 
neighbouring parts of the Southern USA is 
complex and I am by far from being the expert 
in this field.
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Distribution of Holliers in the 1881 census
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The Holyer name variant

The spelling Holyer turns up from time to time 
in the study of Hollyer and Hollier families. 
But these are all most probably spelling 

errors.  The only family known to have consistently 
used the Holyer spelling variant were the family 
from Kent who descend from John Holyer (c1714 
– 1772).  Down the years, some branches have 
changed the spelling to Hollyer (mine included), 
but today the name Hollyer and Holyer is most 
frequently found in Kent and Sussex.

Many of the Holyer families were farmers or farm 
labourers. The first John Holyer was a butcher as 
well as farming beef and this profession can be 
found down some 230 years and 7 generations.  
But many other Holyers just worked on the land. 
Indeed, by 1870, only one Holyer is shown as 
owning their own land – Elizabeth Holyer, widow of 
Richard Holyer, the miller from Brenzett whose 
grave at Woodchurch is still visible.

One prominent family moved to Tunbridge Wells 
and had a butcher’s shop in what is now the very 
fashionable Pantiles.  Another line were publicans 
in Ramsgate and Margate. I cannot describe all the 
Holyer families, but here are a few of the more 
interesting lines researched.

The Tunbridge Wells Holyers

John Holyer was born in 1800 in Woodchurch, the 
home of the Holyer family. He was the 4th of 10 
children of William Gregory Holyer and his wife 
May Illenden.  The only thing known about his 
father was that he was a 3rd generation butcher at 
Woodchurch but was bankrupted in 1826. He died 
in 1845 and an indistinct gravestone exists at 
Woodchurch. 

John married Sarah Taylor in 1831 in Speldhurst, 
which seems to have been the parish covering 
Tunbridge Wells, some way across the county 
from Woodchurch. He settled in Tunbridge Wells 
and in 1839 is recorded as having a butcher’s shop 
at Chapel Place. By 1848 he was renting a 
butcher’s shop in Bath Square, on the Pantiles, in 
the centre of Tunbridge Wells and this was to 
remain a Holyer butcher shop for many years.  He 
and Sarah only appear to have had two children: 
Mary Ann in 1833 and Henry in 1835. John died in 
1865 and he left his son Henry a considerable sum 
of over £5000.

The son Henry married Eliza Nunn in 1862 in 
Lambeth in South London. They had two children: 

Sarah in 1862 in Lambeth (some 8 days before 
they married) and John in 1864 in Tunbridge Wells. 
It is worth mentioning that this son John married 
Hannah Amelia Baker in 1907 and emigrated to 
Australia with their two babies and had two more in 
Australia.

Henry’s wife Eliza died in 1865 and Henry 
remarried in 1872 to Mary Ann Taylor, a woman 15 
years his junior.  Curiously, once again the 
marriage took place in Lambeth, South London. 
Whether Mary Ann had any connection with 
Henry’s mother is not known.  Henry took over his 
father’s shop in the Pantiles and rebuilt it.  In 1881, 
as well as his growing family, the census records 
that living ‘over the shop’ were 4 butcher’s 
assistants and 2 servants.

Henry and Mary Ann had a very large family of 12 
children and it is worth describing what happened 
to them, as several correspondents descend from 
this family.

1 Mary Jane (1873-1959) married in 1893 to Offer.
2 William Henry (1974-1949) married and lived 

his whole life in Anglesey.
3 Grace (1876-?) married in 1900 and is said to 

have emigrated to Canada.
4 Frederick James (1878-1949) was a butcher, 

married in 1903 and had 3 children, the last of 
whom, Gerald was the last Holyer butcher 
when he died in 1976.

5 Gertrude (1880-?) is said to have married in 
Australia.

6 Kate (1881-1946)
7 Alice (1883-?) married in 1906
8 Richard (1885-?) – nothing known except that 

he died in 1967 in Uckfield. 
9 Sidney (1885-?) may have gone to Australia.
10 Philip (1886-1925) went to the USA (Ohio and 

Illinois) and worked for the Moline Plow 
Company around 1909. He became a 
naturalised American in 1910, but soon after 
left for Australia where he married Mary 
McElhone in 1914 (Dubbo, NSW). He was a 
motor mechanic and made a business 
importing and selling expensive cars. He also 
taught gymnastics. He died in 1925 of typhoid. 
He had two children: Ronald Philip in 1915 and 
Edna Mary in 1917. One of Edna’s daughters, 
Patricia Whittle contacted me about this line.

11 Rosa (1888-1974?) is said to have emigrated to 
India.

12 Septimus Frank (1889-1918) so named as he 
was Henry’s 7th son. Was fatally wounded in 
France in the Great War and is buried, as are 
many of the family, in St Paul’s churchyard, 
Rusthall.



11

Henry and Mary Ann stayed on at 9, The Pantiles, 
though one source says they were latterly at 
Caenwood Farm. Henry died in 1910 at The 
Pantiles and left just £335/14/7 to his widow.  Mary 
Ann must have moved from the shop, as in 1918 
she was at 21 Nevill St, Tunbridge Wells. Mary 
Ann died there in 1926 and left £256/4/7 to her son 
Richard, which suggests that Richard was still in 
England and not in Canada. Nevertheless, we can 
see that this family was not only large but spread 
itself around the world.

The Ramsgate Holyers

The line of publicans (‘Licensed Victuallers’) starts 
with Nicholas Collis Holyer born in 1835 in 
Woodchurch, the 3rd of 5 children of William Holyer 
and Mary Ann Weston. Mary Ann had some 
connection with the Collis family and was left 
money from them. Many of her children were given 
the middle name Collis, a name that stayed with 
the family over many generations. Nicholas Collis 
started out like so many of his family as a Butcher. 
In 1851, he is at Woodchurch with his Uncle 
George Holyer shown as an apprentice – 
presumably an apprentice butcher.  But by 1854, 
he may have moved to Ramsgate, as that is where 
his father William died (93 King Street).  What we 
do know is that he became the landlord of the 
“Cinque Ports” pub at 4 King Street, Ramsgate. In 
1856 he married Eliza Butler at St George’s, 
Ramsgate and they went on to have 9 children:

1 Henry Nicholas Collis (1856-1901) married Ann 
Smith Carpenter in 1874. He was the publican 
of the “Arvido Arms” at 14 St John’s Road, 
Margate.

2 Richard Butler (1858-1914) was variously a 
Painter, Photographer and Lodging House 
Keeper. He married Frances Cladingbowl in 
1878 and had 8 children; about whom we know 
quite a lot, see below.

3 Charles (1862-1947) a Carpenter, whose 
exploits in Australia and Paraguay where 
described in the last volume. On his return to 
Ramsgate he became the publican of the 
“Admiral Harvey” and later the “Harp”.  He later 
became a grocer, a profession he kept on until 
he died in West Ham at the age of 85. Two of 
Charles’s sons, Harold Richard and Clyde 
Collis also became publicans.

4 Florence Elizabeth (1864-?) who married in 
1886.

5 Emily (1865-1938)
6 Albert (1868-1933) who I believe may have 

been a publican too.
7 Lily (1870-1941)

8 Clara Hester (1873-?) married to Gifford in 
1905.

9 John (1875-1914) another publican of No 70 
Plains of Waterloo, Ramsgate.

The Holyer/Cladingbowl family is also of interest 
and through several contacts, a good deal is 
known of this family. 

Their family was:-

1 Ernest Harold (1876-?) born before they 
married, went to Australia where he had a son 
Harold.  The son returned to Ramsgate where 
he had a son Harold Clyde in 1917.

2 Richard John (1883-?) was a Marine, married 
Mabel Bass in 1906 and had 3 children, but 
deserted her and travelled to Canada and then 
Australia where he married again in 1914 to 
Ellen Wares and had a daughter Isabel. Thanks 
to recent research, the Canadian descendants 
of the first marriage now know of the 
descendants in Australia of the second. 
Richard John disappeared during the Great 
War.  Tania Swift provided a good deal of 
information on this family – she is a great 
grand-daughter of Richard John and lives in 
Canada.

3 Florence Eliza (1885-?) married Steven 
Bassett in 1909.

4 Lillian Charlotte (1888-c1917) married James 
Pemble in 1908.

Richard John Holyer
Who ‘disappeared’ twice
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5 Daisy Fanny (1890-?) married Jack Preston in 
1916.

6 Lionel Charles (1893-1963) went out to Canada 
and Australia with his brother Richard but 
returned to England and married Mary 
Freeman in 1919.

7 Henry Nicholas Collis (1895-1980) married 
Martha Ashby in 1921 and had 5 children. This 
line is keeping the Collis name alive.

8 Elsie May (1897-1958) who married George 
Beynon and stayed in Ramsgate.

9 Horace Butler (1901-1965) married twice – a 
shopkeeper in Dover.

I suspect that there are other more recent 
Ramsgate publicans waiting to be uncovered.

The “Morris” Holyers

Collis is not the only name to be used down the 
generations. In 1819, James Holyer, a butcher 
(what else?) married Hannah Morris in 
Woodchurch. He was the illegitimate son of Sarah 
Holyer, but we know of his history as he was 
mentioned in the will of 1810 of his grandfather 
William Holyer.  James and Hannah’s 4th child was 
called William Morris Holyer.  The latter, who 
became a brickmaker, married Hannah Hawkett in 
1856 in Tenterden.  He sometimes called himself 
Morris. They had no less than 11 children between 
1855 and 1879, some registered as Holyer and 
some as Hollyer.  Their third child was Moses 
Morris Hol(l)yer.  He in turn married Mary Jane 
Martin in 1890 in Rolvenden and had 11 children, 
the second being called William Morris.  I still have 
a Morris George of 1899 to fit in this tree 
somewhere.

While discussing this family, of interest is Moses 
Morris’s 6th child: Lily Kathleen born 1896. She had 
a child in 1917, Harold Melville Hollyer (but 
registered as Hollier). She deserted the child, who 
was then brought up by Moses and Mary.  Harold 
is the father of Tony Hollyer who has provided help 
in corresponding with family members in Kent and 
Sussex.  Rumour in the family was that Lily might 
have had another child and Tony’s research 
suggests that this was Joan Hollier born in 1919 in 
Chelsea. Joan too was abandoned to a Woodward 
family and later married a John Plomer in 1941.  
Tony and his father Harold have now met the 
family of John and Joan and believe they have 
found long lost relations. Let’s hope it’s true.

The Miller’s Tale and Jabez too!

Richard Holyer was born c1805, the 7th child of 
William Gregory Holyer and Mary Illenden.  He 

became a Miller at the post-mill at Brenzett, South-
East of Woodchurch on the Romney Marshes.  In 
1835 he married Elizabeth Davis, daughter of 
James Davis, a farmer at Plurenden and his wife 
Elizabeth Bourne.  They had two children: Richard 
Henry in 1838 and John Parton in 1840.  The 
significance of the name John Parton is that he 
was the mill owner at Woodchurch, so the families 
would have known each other well. Indeed, a 
notebook of John Parton’s shows that he sold 
Elizabeth Holyer a pair of cloth sweeps (the 
windmill sails) in 1848.  A John Parton, Miller, was 
also an executor of William Holyer’s will of 1810 – 
this might have been an earlier John Parton.

Sadly, Richard Holyer died young in 1842 and is 
buried at Woodchurch.  Elizabeth was left to carry 
on the business herself.  However, it appears that 
it was not just the mill that she owned, but land as 
well on which she kept grazing cattle.  In 1850, 
tragedy struck again when the younger son John 
Parton Holyer died at the age of ten.  

In the 1851 census she is shown as having 3 acres 
grazing and was accompanied by her eldest son 
who seems to have been known just as Henry.  

Richard Holyer’s grave at Woodchurch
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Elizabeth became friendly with a local man called 
Thomas Tuearsly Tunbridge, the son of William 
Tunbridge, another Grazier on the Romney 
Marshes.  They hoped to marry, but Thomas never 
went through with it, though not before leaving 
Elizabeth with another young child Jabez, born in 
1853.  He therefore was brought up as Jabez 
Holyer and this started another line of Holyers, 
though not one having any direct genetic link with 
the Woodchurch Holyers.  

In the 1861 census, Elizabeth is shown as a 
dairywomen with her 8 year old son Jabez. In 
1873, Elizabeth Holyer is recorded as owning 2 
acres, 3 roods at Old Romney. In the 1881 census 
Elizabeth is again on the Romney Marshes, still a 
Grazier at 66.  Jabez was a farm labourer, as was 
Richard Henry, living nearby. The latter had 
married an Annie at Elham in 1876, but she died 
the year after.

In 1885, Jabez married Jane Ruth Fisher, who had 
been born in Southsea in 1856, the daughter of 
Frederick Fisher, a Farmer with local connections, 
as he had been born in 1814 in Brenzett, and 
farmed at nearby Snave.  His wife was Ruth Jane 
Burn.  Jabez and Jane Ruth lived at The Grove in 
Old Romney and went to have 7 children between 
1887 and 1900.  Three of these children emigrated 
to Saskatchewan, Canada, though the family 
history is complicated by returns to the UK and 
re-emigrations.  Thanks to Roger Cantle and 
others for this history.  

Also from Judith Lawrence, I learned that Jabez 
Holyer acted as executor in 1912 for the will of 
Jane Smith née Woodland, who was a descendant 
of William Woodland who had married Mary 
Holyer, elder brother of Richard Holyer, the Miller.  
But that was not the only connection, since William 
Woodland’s son John married Sarah Davis, sister 
of Elizabeth Davis who was, of course, Jabez’s 
mother.  All this goes to show what a closed 
community it was on the Romney Marshes.

Walter Holyer – three times married!

In the 1998 Update I described at length the story 
of Walter Hollyer who married bigamously in India 
after marrying in Brighton.  There must be 
something about the name Walter, since I have 
subsequently discovered a Walter Holyer who was 
also a bigamist.

Walter was born in 1813 in Tenterden, the 9th child 
of 11 of Walter Holyer and Elizabeth King. Walter, 
senior, was the grandson of John & Elizabeth 
Holyer (the first of the line) via their son Abraham.

Walter did not follow the normal Holyer life on the 
land in Kent. He moved to London and was a 
Servant in 1837 when he married Hannah 
Holbrook at St George’s, Hanover Square.  They 
had two children in Marylebone: Elizabeth in 1838 
and Mary in 1841.  In the 1851 census the family 
are not in one place.  Walter is at 37 Gloucester 
Square, Paddington where he was a Butler – so 
perhaps it was a live-in job.  Hannah, with 
daughters Elizabeth and Mary were at 1 James 
Street, Chelsea.  

Then in 1854, Walter marries again to an Elizabeth 
Leveritt, the 31 year old daughter of James 
Leveritt, a Cabinet Maker.  The marriage certificate 
describes Walter as being a Servant aged 40, son 
of Walter Holyer, farmer.  The marriage took place 
at St Olave, Southwark.  In 1856, Walter and 
Elizabeth have a son Edwin Walter, but the birth 
takes place at Farm Road, Hove, in Sussex.  
Walter’s occupation is clearly shown as a Butler.

The next event in Walter’s complicated life occurs 
in 1860, when his second wife Elizabeth dies of 
stomach cancer aged 37 in Leinster Street, 
Paddington.  This was Walter’s place of residence 
and was shown as a Butler.  Six years later, his 
first wife Hannah dies aged 57. Again, she is 
described as “wife of Walter Holyer, Butler”.

No longer a bigamist, but Walter obviously liked 
marriage, for in 1869 in Southampton, he marries 
Eliza Harriet Kebby. Whereas his earlier marriages 
had both shown him as being a Bachelor, this time 
he describes himself as a Widower.  He no longer 
appears to be a Butler as he is described as a 
Labourer and is using the Hollyer spelling for his 
name.  In the 1881 census, we find Walter and 
Eliza Hollyer at Brighton, where he worked as a 
porter on the West Pier.  In 1888, Eliza dies at 
Brighton.  Walter then moves back to his old 
haunts in London, as it is in Paddington, where 
Walter himself dies aged 83, having outlived three 
wives.

What happened to the rest of the family? From the 
first marriage, Elizabeth had an illegitimate son 
Samuel in 1856, but he died in 1860.  Elizabeth 
married Hugh Driver in 1863, but nothing more is 
known of her. From the second marriage, Edwin – 
who later calls himself Edward – marries Maria 
Eliza Blackwell in 1879 in Woolwich.  The family 
moves around South London a bit before settling 
in Greenwich. They have 8 children in all and the 
descent down to the present day is known for 
some of the branches.
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Cousin Marriage

Marriage of first cousins is not unknown – indeed 
it is quite common in the royal family – but it’s 
never very common.  Though not prohibited by the 
church, it was never encouraged.  However, one 
pair of Holyer cousins did marry.  The common 
grandparents were William Holyer (5th child of 
Walter Holyer and Elizabeth King) born 1800 in 
Tenterden and his wife Mary Highsted, whom he 
married in 1820 in Woodchurch.  William was an 
agricultural labourer, but also a lay preacher.  This 
must have been non-conformist preaching, as two 
of his nine children were baptised at the 
Providence Chapel in Tenterden, rather than the 
parish chrch at Woodchurch.  One of these sons, 
John, also went on to be a Bible Christian preacher.

William, born 1821, was William and Mary’s eldest.  
He became a Gamekeeper and married Mary Ann 
Parsons in 1843 in Warehorne.  They had 4 
children between 1844 and 1849, but as so often 
happened in those early days, the first three were 
not registered at birth, but the 1851 census for 
Warehorne shows all 4 children. Our interest is 
with William, their 3rd child born 1848.

John, born 1833, was William & Mary’s 6th child 
and became an agricultural labourer, as well as a 
Bible Christian preacher, as noted above.  In 1852 
he married Jane Godden and had a family of 9 
children at Lower Green, Woodchurch between 
1855 and 1873.  Their eldest was Alice and it was 
she who married her cousin William in 1873 in 
Woodchurch.  William and Alice had 7 children, 
though the fate of them all is not yet known. Their 
youngest George is the father of Ronald Holyer 
who made contact with me and helped clear up a 
mystery, as his own birth is not in the birth indexes. 
Ron’s son Ian is a computer scientist at Bristol 
University.

The mysterious Elvira Holyer

Two contacts have been made with descendants 
of Elvira Lizzie Holyer.  She had an illegitimate 
child in 1895 in Tenterden: Frederick Philip 
William. To confuse matters, he was registered 
with the Hollyer spelling.  The problem is that there 
is no Elvira Holyer or Hollyer registered and 
nobody of that name appears in the 1881 census. 
Equally, there are no unaccounted for marriages 
between a Holyer and anyone who might have 
been called Elvira in the years between 1881 and 
1895. So who is Elvira?

I had a hunch that she might have changed her 
name.  There is a 10 year old Eliza Holyer in the 
Union Workhouse in Tenterden in the 1881 
census.  Her birth was registered in 1871 as Eliza 
Elizabeth J Holyer.  Eliza Elizabeth is an odd 
combination (though one of my own great 
grandparents had this name) and it occurred to me 
that she might have changed her name to Elvira 
instead.  

What does the recently released 1901 census tell 
us? She cannot immediately be identified, but 
further study is needed when this census is fully 
available again.

Distribution of the Holyer 
name in the 1881 census

As can be seen, the Holyer family name, even 
as late as 1881 was entirely confined to its 
origins in Kent and the surrounding counties of 
Sussex and Surrey, with just one person North 
of the Thames. Even today, Kent remains the 
predominant county for both the Hollyer and 
Holyer names.
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In my second volume, I reprinted an article by E.M. McInnes about the surgeon Thomas Hollier. In 
2002, Charles Morris wrote to me, enclosing a copy of an article he wrote in 1979 about Thomas 
Hollier on the occasion of the acquisition by the Royal College of Surgeons of a portrait of Thomas 
Hollier. This has thrown new light on this family. Thomas can be identified as being born in Coventry 
in 1609, the son of William who was himself born in Corley in 1580. This family can be traced back 
another two generations to Astley, mainly due to information from wills. This is Charles’s article.

A portrait of Thomas Hollier,
Pepys’s surgeon

By
G C R Morris MA DM MRCP

Institute of Basic Medical Sciences, Royal College of Surgeons of England

The generosity of the President and Past 
Presidents of the British Association of Urological 
Surgeons1 has recently enabled the College to 
acquire a good portrait (Fig. 1) of Thomas Hollier 
(1609-90), best known2 as the surgeon who 
removed a large stone from the bladder of Samuel 
Pepys in 1658.

Thomas Hollier was probably about six months 
old when he was baptised at Holy Trinity, Coventry, 
on 20th September 1609. His father, William, was a 
cobbler ‘or at best a poor shoo maker ... a foxing 
drunken fellow', according to the story3 that John 
Ward, afterwards vicar of Stratford-on-Avon, heard 
40 years later, in which Thomas was taken up as a 
boy by Dr Mathias (otherwise Hulsbos or 
Holsbosch), a German-born physician long in 
practice in London, who attended the family of 
James I and often visited Combe Abbey, near 
Coventry, where Lord Harington had been the 
guardian of the young Princess Elizabeth.

Thomas had been recommended by his 
schoolmaster to Dr Mathias as a lad ‘to dresse his 
horses and ride along with him'. But by the time 
'Mathews Hulsbos, Docter of Phisicke' made his 
will4 in April 1629 Hollier was ‘my servant who hath 
been loving and carefull of me'. He was left all the 
English books on medicine, surgery, history and 
divinity that were in the doctor's house in Shoe Lane 
and not bequeathed to the College of Physicians 
(which received 680 volumes5), besides the books 
and other goods in the houses of three friends in the 
country and almost half the doctor's clothes.

Hollier was then well equipped, at the rather late 
age of 20, to enter the apprenticeship that decided 
his personal as well as his professional future. His 
master was James Molins, neighbour and friend of 
Dr Mathias Hulsbos, formerly apprenticed to William 
Clowes the elder, since 1605 surgeon to St 
Thomas's Hospital, lithotomist there and at St 
Bartholomew's Hospital from 1623, and licentiate 

(1627) of the College of Physicians, who became 
Master of the Company of Barbers and Surgeons in 
1632 and was the progenitor of a surgical family that 
almost spanned the century and the grandfather of 
Hollier's second wife.

The completion of Hollier's apprenticeship in 
May 1637 was soon followed by a short-lived first 
marriage6 and then by his appointment as surgeon 
for scald heads at St Thomas's Hospital early in 
16387. James Molins died8 at the end of that year 
and was succeeded in all his hospital appointments 
by his son Edward (1610?-1663). Just a month after 
the death of James Molins, Hollier, a widower of 29, 
married9 Edward Molins's niece Lucy Knowles, who 
was not quite 1610. She was the eldest daughter11 of 
Thomas Knowles, linen draper, and his wife Lucy, 
the eldest daughter of James Molins-in whose will12

his grand-child Lucy was left £50. Thomas Hollier 
and Lucy (Fig. 2) produced four sons and five 
daughters; six of these children were married before 
Lucy's death on 15th August 1677. Little is known of 
her character; she is not mentioned by Pepys in his 
Diary.

While Edward Molins was away from London 
with the King's army in the Civil War his duties at St 
Thomas's were performed by Hollier. That was one 
reason why, when the House of Commons ordered 
the dismissal of Molins and nominated a successor, 
the hospital preferred to appoint Hollier as surgeon 
and surgeon for the stone on 29th January 1644. 
Also Hollier had been ‘exercised in the said 
Hospitall' for 14 years13. (The period must have 
included the whole of his apprenticeship, so the 
statement makes him the first recorded pupil at St 
Thomas's.) At Bart's no formal succession was 
recorded; but Hollier, instead of Molins, was paid as 
surgeon for the stone from March 164314.

The Holliers lived in Warwick Lane, just north of 
St Paul's15. Thomas invested so well in property 
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there that he lost heavily in the Great Fire of 166616 
and had to move to Hatton Garden until Warwick 
Lane was rebuilt. However, he was able to sell a 
burnt site, for their new building, to the College of 
Physicians in 1669 for £1200 - and his wife later 
obtained17 a further £20 for her consent. He 
acquired the lease of a house beside the gate of St 
Thomas's Hospital for £450 in 165018 but probably 
never lived there. That house was blown up in 1676 
to prevent the spread of a fire that threatened the 
hospital19.

The young Pepys evidently chose the most 
successful lithotomist in London for his operation20 
on 26th March 1658. (He celebrated the result 
annually on the 26th. The manuscript21 that 
identifies Hollier as the surgeon gives the date as 
28th March. However, that could well be an error in 
what seems to be a collection of copies of 
prescriptions; it has ‘Pepor' and ‘Peaper' for Pepys.) 
In 1662 the porter at St Thomas's told John Ward 
that Hollier had cut 30 patients for the stone in a 
year, who all lived22 - an admirable sequence, even 
though the next four died. Pepys went on consulting 
Hollier, for his family as well as himself and for a 
wide variety of conditions, throughout the years of 
his Diary (1660-69). He gave him dinner and was 
delighted by his company, astonished by his 

vehement Protestantism, and amused by his 
loquacity in Latin, especially when fuddled.

Robert Boyle called Hollier ‘that excellent and 
experienc'd Lithotomist' when recounting23 how one 
of his patients, a girl with hysterical anaesthesia, 
had been cured by marriage on Harvey's advice. 
(Some of Harvey's anatomical and medical 
observations were copied by Hollier and presented 
to the Royal Society many years later24.) Sir 
Thomas Browne respected Hollier, who had visited 
Norwich, as ‘a person of reputation & worth and 
civill unto his friends'25.

The Restoration allowed Edward Molins to 
reclaim his appointments at the two royal hospitals. 
He replaced Hollier at Bart's from September 
166026 but alternated with him as surgeon for the 
stone at St Thomas's and became a fourth 
(additional) surgeon for 'ordinary operations' 
there27. Not for long, though. Molins broke his ankle 
in October 1663 and the fracture became infected. 
His leg was, badly amputated and he died within a 
week28. Hollier told Pepys of the death on 23rd 
October, the day that he was again appointed 
surgeon for the stone at Bart's29. The same day also 
produced a letter30 from Charles lI to St Thomas's 
recommending James Molins (1631-87), elder son 
of Edward, as a successor to his father. Accordingly 
James became the third generation of Molins as 
surgeon to St Thomas's and alternated with Hollier 
as surgeon for the stone there. The following year 
the same alternation was introduced at Bart's31, 
without evidence of pressure from the King.

The records of the Barber-Surgeons' 
Company32 show that Hollier took 22 apprentices in 
the years from 1637 to 1682 and that six of them 
obtained their Freedom (not an exceptionally low 
proportion at the time). Only one of these, William 
Pepper, made some mark. He was chosen as 
assistant surgeon to St Thomas's Hospital by the 
Commissioners for Quo Warranto in December 
1683 (shortly before obtaining his Freedom of the 
Company). Dismissed in July 1691, when the 
Commissioners' appointments were reviewed, he 
was nevertheless reinstated in 1701 and became 
full surgeon (and surgeon for the stone) the 
following year33.

Two of Hollier's sons were also presumably his 
pupils, although they became free of the Company 
by patrimony. The eldest, Thomas (1643?-1672), 
assisted his father at St Thomas's and was 
proposed34 as his substitute during an illness in 
December 1670. The second, James (1650-87), 
was briefly a surgeon at St Thomas's, being 
nominated by the Commissioners35 in March 1686 
but dying within a year.

Fig 1: The College’s portrait of Thomas Hollier
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The most notorious so-called pupil of Thomas 
Hollier was John Browne (1642-1702?), the 
plagiarising anatomist36 whose appointment as 
surgeon to St Thomas's in June 1683 led to 
disputes that clearly justified his dismissal in 1691. 
Hollier commended Browne's second book37 in a 
letter addressed to him as ‘Formerly my Servant'. 
James Yonge (1647-1721), the Plymouth surgeon 
who demolished Browne's pretensions, sharply 
defined38 his relationship to Hollier: he was merely 
his ‘Cub', his ‘skillet carryer' for two years, ‘without 
lodging or eating in his house, or being educated by, 
or turned over to him' (as an apprentice).

In the Barber-Surgeons' Company Hollier's 
progress was gradual. Having joined the Livery in 
1639, he refused the offices of Steward and Master 
of Anatomy in September 1650, shortly after two 
reprimands for failing to present to the Master and 
Wardens patients whom he had cut for the stone. 
Elected to the Court of Assistants in the year 
starting August 1657, he was chosen as Warden, in 
the successive grades of seniority, in 1664, 1665, 
and 1666 but had to wait until 1673 to become 
Master. He appears as an examiner of surgeons 
seeking the Bishop of London's licence on diplomas 
granted from 1662 to 167939.

Hollier quietly retired from Bart's in December 
1680, when Thomas Hobbs (1648-98) was 
appointed in his place40. But he continued to serve 
St Thomas's at least until December 1683, when he 
may have been one of those dismissed by the 
Commissioners for Quo Warranto41, and perhaps 
until his death on 22nd April 1690 at the age of 81. 

The inscription on his gravestone in the south aisle 
of Christ Church, Newgate, stated11 that he was 
‘Chirurgeon to their Majesties Hospital of Saint 
Thomas in Southwark 53 yeares'. The statement fits 
the period from his first appointment (as surgeon for 
scald heads) to his death less well than that from the 
start of his apprenticeship to 1683. The earlier 
deaths of his wife Lucy and of their two eldest sons, 
recorded on the same stone (with arms for Hollier 
impaling Knowles), left the fourth son, Nathaniel, to 
be granted administration of his intestate father's 
estate42.

The portrait presented to the College (Fig. 1) is 
in oil on canvas, 30 x 25 in (77 x 64 cm), by an 
unknown artist and in good condition, in a carved, 
gilt frame, probably original. It shows Thomas 
Hollier as elderly, perhaps about the time (1673) 
when he became Master of his Company-though 
there is no reason to think that his dark brown cloak 
is official dress, or his black skull-cap. The 
companion portrait of his wife Lucy (Fig. 2), in black 
and grey clothes, holding a book, might be earlier: 
she was 50 in 1673 and looks younger than that.

These two portraits descended through 
Susanna, the youngest daughter43 of Thomas and 
Lucy Hollier. She was the second wife44 of John 
Lloyd (1645?-1716), by whom she had a son John 
(1680-I744), Renter of St Bartholomew's Hospital, 
and a daughter Susanna (d. 1739), who both 
became ancestors of the Crawley-Boevey family, of 
Flaxley Abbey in Gloucestershire45. Photographs of 
the two portraits are included in a book46 41 on the 
contents of the Abbey, which also shows another 
pair (not at Flaxley) that had descended from a 
younger branch of the Crawley family in the 18th 
century. Those other portraits, presumably early 
copies, are now in the hands of a descendant in 
Canada. Photographs47 show that the one of Lucy 
is exactly like the one from Flaxley Abbey but that 
the portrait of Thomas Hollier (Fig. 3) differs from 
the picture now at the College in that the gilt buttons 
are on the right-hand edge of the cloak, as is usual 
for men's clothes, rather than the left. Perhaps the 
copier corrected what he thought was an error in the 
original portrait.

The search for Hollier's portrait started from the 
statement11 that his daughter Susanna Lloyd was 
represented by the Crawley-Boevey family in 1902. 
Enquiries showed that the contents of Flaxley 
Abbey, including portraits of Thomas and Lucy 
Hollier, had been sold in 1960. The auctioneer knew 
only the surnames of the purchasers. Fortunately, 
however, Mr G A Holleyman, who had bought the 
portrait of Thomas, had given a photograph of it to 
the National Portrait Gallery. Having offered the 
picture to relevant institutions in this country without 
success, he later sold it to Mr L D Feldman, a 

Fig 2: Lucy Knowles (1623-77), second wife of 
Thomas Hollier
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bookseller in New York, in whose catalogue it was 
illustrated and described. It had remained unsold 
until the purchase for the College was arranged. 
The portrait of Lucy Hollier proved to have been 
bought from Flaxley Abbey in 1960 by a 
descendant, who kindly allowed it to be 
photographed.

Much-appreciated help in tracing these pictures was 
received from Mr C T Bruton (Bruton Knowles & Co.), Mr 
D Carritt, Mrs Mary Clarke, Rev. R A Crawley-Boevey, 
Sir Thomas Crawley-Boevey, Bt, Mr R Frey (House of El 
Dieff, Inc.), Lt Col R K Gibbs, Mr G A Holleyman, Mr J F 
Kerslake (National Portrait Gallery) and Mr R C Latham 
(Pepys Library).
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Fig 3: Another portrait of Thomas Hollier, 
probably an early copy.
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This article was written by Harry Duckworth, 
describing his research into the Hollier family at 
Sharnford, Leicestershire and nearby locations. 
As well as researching this line, Harry also did 
much work some years ago in the Warwickshire 
Record Office on the early Warwickshire families, 
which he believes is the origin of his family.

The ‘Sharnford’ 
Holliers

By Harry Duckworth

Additional data from Kerry Ann Hollier and Peter 
Walker

The history of the Hollier family which came to 
Canada just after 1900, and settled in Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan, has been traced as far as a 
man named William Hollier who died in the village 
of Sharnford, Leicestershire, England, in the year 
1852.  He had lived in Sharnford for almost fifty 
years, but was not baptised there, and the only 
indication of is origins is a statement obtained by 
the taker of the Census of 1851.  According to 
the Census record, William Hollier was then 
seventy-seven years old, and had been born in 
Warwickshire, in the parish of ‘Church Bricknell’.  
There is no English village of this name, and 
William Hollier must have meant Church 
Bickenhill, now called simply Bickenhill, a parish 
located just beyond the outskirts of Birmingham, 
and still retaining the feel of a quiet rural village.  

The history of William Hollier’s family cannot be 
taken back further without more and more 
speculation.  There is no baptism of a William 
Hollier in the parish register of Bickenhill(1) during 
the last half of the eighteenth century, but only 
one family of Holliers had children baptised at 
Bickenhill in the 1770s and 1780s, that of 
Thomas and Ann Hollier, so William was probably 
a further child of this couple.  Three children of 
theirs were baptised there, according to the 
Bickenhill parish register: John in 1773, Ann in 
1774, and Thomas in 1785.  The birth of William, 
if he was their son, would have occurred around 

1774 (or perhaps a bit later, assuming some 
vagueness about his age), and he may have 
been baptised in some other parish, or else not 
baptised at all.

In favour of the idea that William Hollier was the 
son of Thomas and Ann Hollier of Bickenhill is 
the pattern of names of William’s children.  At this 
period, it was common for parents to name their 
first two sons and daughters after the 
grandparents - often the first son after the father’s 
father, and the first daughter after the mother’s 
mother, but sometimes the other way round.  
William’s first three sons were Edward, Thomas 
and William, perhaps named for the mother’s 
father (Edward Tew), father’s father (Thomas 
Hollier?), and the father.  His daughters were Ann 
and Elizabeth, perhaps named for the father’s 
mother (Ann Hollier?) and the mother’s mother 
(Elizabeth Tew, née Limber).  If Thomas and Ann 
Hollier had followed the same pattern in naming 
their children, Thomas’s father and mother would 
have been called William and Ann, and Ann 
(Bilson) Hollier’s father would have been called 
John.  Thomas Hollier and Ann Bilson were 
married at Bickenhill by license on February 2, 
1773; both were said to have belonged to the 
parish.  The license is still preserved in the 
Diocesan records of the Bishop of Lichfield, 
whose agent issued the license at Coleshill, a 
market town close to Bickenhill, on the day of the 
marriage.  Thomas Hollier swore an oath that he 
was 21 years old, and a bachelor, and that he 
knew of no impediment to the marriage; he 
signed the bond with an X.  Both parties had lived 
in Bickenhill for at least four weeks.  Thomas’s 
occupation is given as husbandman, and co-
surety was one William Barfield of Bickenhill, 
yeoman.  

Other records show that William Barfield was one 
of the more prosperous inhabitants of Bickenhill, 
and unlikely to have been a friend or relation of 
Thomas Hollier. The normal practice for marriage 
at this period was that the banns be called, and 
use of an expensive marriage license was 
unusual, especially for poor people.  In this case, 
the license must have been obtained for reasons 
of haste, for Ann Bilson was soon to give birth to 
a child.  What was probably going on can be 
understood from the procedures described fully 
in the diary of a Sussex shopkeeper of the mid 
18th century, Thomas Turner(2), who had 
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responsibilities as Overseer of the Poor in his 
parish.

Several times Turner and his fellow parish 
officials had to deal with the problem of a parish 
woman who had become pregnant out of 
wedlock.  If an illegitimate child was born in the 
parish, the parish was responsible for its 
maintenance, which over the course of its 
childhood would be considerable.  In these 
cases, then, the Overseers of the Poor would try 
to get the woman to swear to the identity of the 
father, and then obtain a warrant to arrest the 
father whom they would try to force to marry the 
mother before the child was born.  Often a 
significant amount of money was spent to 
achieve this marriage - apart from the cost of the 
license (so that the marriage could be celebrated 
as soon as possible, allowing no time for second 
thoughts by the father), the expenses of the 
priest, a marriage portion for the bride, and a 
wedding feast might all be paid by the parish. It 
is likely that this is exactly what was going on in 
the case of Thomas Hollier and Ann Bilson, and 
that William Barfield was not a relation but was 
acting as a parish representative, enabling the 
license to be obtained quickly(3).

As already noted, the marriage was celebrated 
at Bickenhill the same day.  John Hollier, the 
couple’s child, was baptised at Bickenhill on 
February 17, fifteen days after his parents’ 
marriage, but died soon after, and was buried 
there four days later.  If this explanation of the 
events is correct, then Ann Bilson certainly, and 
Thomas Hollier perhaps was a native of 
Bickenhill parish.  The baptism of neither of them 
appears in the Bickenhill register.  Other Hollier 
entries do appear, however, which dovetail with 
entries in the registers of some neighbouring 
parishes, and it is likely, though not certain, that 
Thomas Hollier was a member of a local family.  
Tentatively it may be suggested that he was a 
son of William Hollier and Elizabeth Wheeler, 
who were married at Bickenhill in 1728, and had 
four sons baptised at Yardley and Solihull, 
adjacent parishes to Bickenhill, between 1731 
and 1746.  Elizabeth, their mother, was probably 
the Elizabeth Hollier who received poor relief in 
Bickenhill parish between 1769 and 1787 and 
was buried at parish expense in the latter years(4).

The known and presumed children of Thomas 

Hollier and Ann (née Bilson) were: 

1 John Hollier, baptised at Bickenhill February 
17, 1773, and buried there on the 21st of the 
same month.

2 Ann Hollier, baptised at Bickenhill May 22, 
1774.  She was probably the Ann Hollier who 
married Thomas Davies in the next parish, 
Hampton-in-Arden, on February 25, 1794.

3 William Hollier, if he were the son of Thomas 
and Ann, would have most probably been the 
child after Ann.

4 Thomas Hollier, baptised at Bickenhill May 
22, 1785.  

Thomas Hollier, the father, first appears in the 
account Books for the Bickenhill Overseers of the 
Poor on September 6, 1784, when his rent for six 
months, (£11/1/-) was paid to Mr. Thornley, one 
of the substantial landowners in the parish.

It is possible that Thomas and his family had been 
living in the parish all along, but they may have 
been elsewhere until 1784, fell on hard times, 
and were required to return to Bickenhill, their 
native place, in accordance with the Poor Law, 
once they became a charge on the parish.  The 
rent payments from Bickenhill parish to the 
Hollier’s landlord Mr.Thornley, at an annual rate 
of £2/2/- continued until 1791, when Thomas 
Hollier died.  His burial at Bickenhill, for which 
the parish paid £1/6/-, is recorded in the parish 
register on April 11, 1791.  Other payments on 
behalf of Thomas, for “coals” and “necessity”, 
also appear in the Overseers’ Accounts during 
this period.  During the last two years of his life, 
Thomas was receiving 4 shillings per week from 
the parish in addition to his rent and coal.  
Perhaps this was a supplement to meagre 
labourer’s wages but Thomas Hollier’s early 
death may mean that he was too ill to work.  

After Thomas’s death, the parish books show that 
his widow, Ann, was supported until she died.  
The payments made to her, which were never 
more than 2 shillings per week until the very end 
of her life, plus rent and specific items for clothes 
and shoes, and coal in the winter, are too small 
for her to have lived on without supplement.  One 
payment in 1792, “for fencing Widow Holliar’s 
garden” suggests that she was able to grow her 
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own food.  Her youngest son Thomas was kept 
in shirts, breeches and shoes by the parish, and 
was put out as an apprentice to one Mr. Bilson, 
perhaps a relation of his mother, in December 
1799 when he was 14 years old.  In November 
1791, when Ann Hollier’s daughter Ann gave birth 
to a daughter (baptised Elizabeth at Bickenhill on 
February 12, 1792), the parish paid for “Child bed 
linen” and later for a midwife.  Ann Hollier, the 
elder, died late in the summer of 1810, for the 
parish paid one pound towards her funeral on 
September 2 of that year.  Her burial, like the 
burials of some other poor people of this parish 
at the time, was not entered in the Bickenhill 
register(5).

It is not clear why Ann Hollier’s burial is not in the 
Bickenhill register, or the Bishop’s Transcript of 
it at Lichfield.  Perhaps the curate at the period 
was particularly insistent on receiving payment 
for making entries in the register, or perhaps Ann, 
and other poor of Bickenhill, were buried in some 
other parish as part of some cooperative 
arrangement for the poor.  Research into the 
Hollier family at Bickenhill is slightly complicated 
by the fact that there was a second Thomas 
Hollier living in the parish from 1788 till after 1810.  
This was evidently a more prosperous man, who 
served as an Overseer of the Poor himself, and 
there is no indication that he was related to the 
family we are tracing(6).

If William Hollier, the presumed son of Thomas 
Hollier of Bickenhill, was born in the mid-1770s, 
he would have been of working age when his 
father died, and there is no mention of him in the 
poor records of the parish.  He made his way to 
the stocking-weaving towns of west 
Leicestershire, and in 1802, when he married 
Sarah Tew in the parish of Lutterworth, he was 
called a native of that parish. They were married, 
after publication of the banns, on February 8, 
1803, both signing the register with an X, and 
soon moved to Sarah’s home parish of 
Sharnford, a few miles away, where their first 
child, Edward Hollier, was baptised in 1804.  

It is likely that Elizabeth Hollier, William’s niece, 
the illegitimate daughter of his sister Ann, came 
to live with him in Sharnford, for an Elizabeth 
Hollier married James Arnold, a local boy, at 
Sharnford on August 3, 1812(7).  

In 1812, in his daughter Elizabeth’s baptismal 

entry, William Hollier is called a ‘stockiner’, that 
is, a framework knitter, but by 1841, he was 
describing himself to the Census taker as an 
agricultural labourer.  By then his wife was dead 
and his children had married.  He died in his 
house at Sharnford, where he had been living 
alone since before 1841, on May 28, 1852.

William and Sarah Hollier had the following 
children, all baptised at Sharnford:

1 Edward Hollier, baptised June 19, 1804.  See 
further below.

2 Ann Hollier, baptised February 12, 1807, and 
buried there 10 March of the same year.

3 Thomas Hollier, baptised January 11, 1809.  
See further below.

4 Elizabeth Hollier, baptised February 16, 1812.  
She married John Mills, of Kirby, at Sharnford 
on December 25, 1832.

5 William Hollier, baptised August 25, 1813.  He 
evidently joined the Royal Navy, for in the 
1861 Census he was living by himself in the 
hamlet of Stretton Baskerville, near 
Sharnford, described as a “Greenwich 
pensioner”, a phrase which identifies him as 
a naval veteran.

6 Joseph Hollier, baptised October 17, 1816.  
No further information.  

Edward and Thomas Hollier, the brothers, 
married sisters, Sarah and Mary Elkington, 
natives of the east Warwickshire parish of 
Harborough Magna, a few miles from 
Sharnford(8).  Edward married Sarah at 
Harborough Magna, by banns, on November 20, 
1828, the witnesses being Thomas Hollier (his 
brother) and Nancy Elkington (perhaps Sarah’s 
Aunt Ann).  Both Edward and Sarah signed their 
names in the register, while Thomas marked with 
an X.  

Thomas Hollier married Mary Elkington at 
Sharnford, his parish, by banns on October 18, 
1830, the witnesses being William Hollier (his 
father) and Elizabeth Hollier (his sister).  By now 
Thomas could sign his name, as did his bride; 
William and Elizabeth Hollier both marked.  Mary, 
like Thomas, was described in this marriage entry 
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as belonging to the parish of Sharnford and she 
may have moved there from Harborough after 
her sister Sarah was married.

Thomas Hollier seems to have remained in 
Sharnford all his life. In 1841 the Census called 
him a gardener, but by 1851 he and his wife were 
publicans in Sharnford, in a public house soon 
to be called the New Inn.  They continued here 
until their deaths.  Thomas Hollier died at 
Sharnford on December 5,1874; in his will he was 
described as a butcher and victualler.  Mary 
Hollier died there on June 20, 1885.  They had 
a total of 13 children, of whom all but three 
survived infancy.  No serious attempt has been 
made to trace their descendants, some of whom 
probably still live in the Leicester area.  

The movements of Edward and Sarah Hollier 
may be traced, to some extent, by information in 
the Census entries about the birthplaces of their 
children.  Edward farmed in Sharnford during the 
1830s, and until 1843 at least, when his daughter 
Maria was born.  By 1846, when Martha was 
born, the family was at Wigston, another 
Leicestershire parish.  By 1851, Edward and 
Sarah were operating the Three Pots Inn, a 
long-established public house on the 
Warwickshire-Leicestershire border, where they 
remained for the rest of their lives(9).

Edward Hollier died there on October 12, 1867, 
and Sarah continued to operate the inn until her 
death on November 21, 1879.  Both left wills, 
which are preserved at Somerset House, London.  
Edward’s estate, valued at “under £600”, was left 
to his wife.  Sarah’s, valued at “under £800”, was 
divided equally among her children, except for a 
couple of small bequests. 

Edward and Sarah had the following children:

1 Elizabeth Hollier, baptised at Sharnford on 
June 23, 1829.  She married Charles Sargient, 
farm labourer of Burbage, near Sharnford, in 
1848 and had at least one daughter.  She was 
alive in 1877, when her mother’s will was 
drawn and living in Leicester in 1881 with their 
3 children.

2 Sarah Hollier, baptised at Sharnford on 
September 15, 1831.  She was living with her 
parents in 1851, described as a dressmaker, 
but seems to have died before 1861.

3 Edward Hollier, baptised at Sharnford on 
March 9, 1834.  He was married twice, first to 
a woman by whom he had a son, William 
Goode Hollier, who was born at Narborough 
Leics, about 1856.  The first wife may have 
been dead by 1861, when the boy was living 
with his grandparents, the Holliers, at the 
Three Pots Inn.  His second wife was Ann 
Knight, born at Wolvey, Warwickshire, about 
1845, the daughter of William Knight; she and 
Edward were married at St. Mary, Leicester, 
on April 14, 1868. Their children, all born at 
Burbage, near Hinckley, included Walter 
(born June 23, 1868), Thomas Edward (born 
1869), Edward (born about 1873), Alan (born 
about 1876), and Eliza (born about 1881).  
Edward Hollier and his second family appear 
in the 1871 and 1881 Censuses of Burbage, 
where he is described as a farm labourer.  He 
died in 1908.

4 Ann Hollier, born at Sharnford about 1837.  
She married Edwin Benford before 1861, and 
they lived in the parish of Claybrooke, near 
Sharnford.  By 1881, Ann and Edwin had 5 
children.

5 Emma Hollier, born at Sharnford second 
quarter 1838.  She married Thomas Adcock, 
a farmer, just after the Census of 1861, and 
by 1881 had 8 children at Ashby Magna.

6 William Hollier, see further below.

7 Maria Hollier, born at Sharnford fourth quarter 
1842.  She married Thomas Argyle in 1869; 
he was dead by 1877, when Mary is 
mentioned in her mother’s will as a widow. In 
1881, Maria was with her two children and 
father in law keeping the Crown Inn at Anstey, 
Warks.

8 Sarah Jane Hollier, born at the Three Pots 
Inn, parish of Burbage, and baptised at 
Burbage on January 28, 1854.  She married 
Jesse Ball, farmer of the parish of Claybrooke 
Magna, Leicestershire, in 1874.  Jesse Ball 
was an executor of the will of Sarah Hollier, 
his mother-in-law, in 1880. In 1881 Jesse and 
Sarah Jane were farming at Claybrooke 
Lodge.

William Hollier, the sixth child and second son of 
Edward and Sarah Hollier, was born at Sharnford 
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on September 17, 1840. Nothing is known of his 
life between 1851, when he was living with his 
parents at the Three Pots Inn, and November 3, 
1859, when he married Elizabeth Stevenson, a 
native of the parish of Ratcliffe-on-the-Wreake, 
Leicestershire, in the church of St. Margaret’s, 
Leicester.  The witnesses to the marriage were 
George Stevenson, Elizabeth’s brother, and 
Mary Ann Wells, who is unidentified.  Both 
William and Elizabeth claimed to be residents of 
the city of Leicester, and since their native 
villages are on the opposite sides of Leicester, it 
was probably in the city that they had met.

Directly following their marriage the couple 
returned to William’s home parish of Burbage, 
where Harry Hollier, their eldest son, was born 
before the end of the year.  On the marriage 
certificate, William Hollier had falsely given his 
age as twenty-one, no doubt to avoid the delay 
of obtaining his parents’ consent as he was under 
age.  At the time of the Census of 1861 William 
and Elizabeth Hollier were living at a farm called 
Sketchley Hill House in Burbage parish, where 
he was described as a farmer of fourteen acres.  
There was also a lodger in the house, one Joseph 
Walker, aged 87, a “Chelsea pensioner”, 
originally from Staffordshire - it is not known 
whether there was any relationship between him 
and the Holliers.  

After 1861 the Holliers’ movements may be 
traced to some extent from the birthplaces of their 
twelve children, and from the Census records of 
1871 and 1881.  They were at Burbage till 1863 
at least, but by 1865 they were at Frolesworth, 
on the other side of Sharnford, where they 
remained until at least 1868.  At the time of the 
1871 Census they were at Peatling Parva, a few 
miles east of Frolesworth, living in a lodge in the 
village, and farming 79 acres; they had been in 
the village since at least the previous summer.  
They remained at Peatling Parva until the end of 
1875 or later, and by the autumn of 1877 were 
at Lowesby, a small village in eastern 
Leicestershire, not far from the area where 
Elizabeth had grown up.  

At first they lived in a lodge in the village, but by 
the time of the 1881 Census, they were tenants 
of Streethill Farm 185 acres, to the north of the 
village.  Both at Peatling Parva and at Lowesby, 
William Hollier was described as a farmer and 
grazier.  According to his mother’s will, William 

had borrowed £48 from her, perhaps to buy 
livestock, and this was still owing when she died.  
Between 1885 and 1890, according to the County 
Directories, the family remained at Streethill 
Farm, but by 1904 they had moved to the city of 
Leicester.  William Hollier’s grandsons in Canada 
had heard stories that he had lost many sheep 
through disease, but also that he was capable of 
losing £50 on a single game of billiards.  

Elizabeth died in Leicester in 1905.  William made 
a living carting coal in Leicester and lived until 
1917.  According to his grandsons, he had left a 
public house one night arguing with a crony, and 
next morning was found drowned in a canal.  

William and Elizabeth Hollier had the following 
children:

1 Harry Hollier, born at Burbage late in 1859 
and baptised there on April 7, 1860.  He 
succeeded his father as tenant of Streethill 
Farm, Lowesby, where he remained until 
1916 at least, according to County Directories; 
he is not mentioned in the Directory for 1922.  
He and his wife remained in touch with his 
brothers in Canada.  He died in the early 
1930s.

2 Sarah Alice Hollier, born at Burbage; her birth 
was registered in the third quarter of 1861.  
She was living with her parents, unmarried, 
at the time of the Census of 1881.

3 William Frederick Hollier, born at Burbage in 
second quarter 1863; living with his parents 
in 1881.  He is believed to have spent a 
number of years in the army in India, returned 
briefly to England, and then settled finally in 
India again, where he married and had 
children.

4 Albert Owen Hollier, baptised at Frolesworth, 
May 14. 1863.  He and his brother Harry were 
visiting their Uncle Edward Hollier’s family in 
Burbage at the time of the 1881 Census.  He 
was described as a coal dealer and 
“wagonette owner” in the Leicester City 
Directory for 1904.  In 1907 he emigrated to 
Canada, where he farmed at Stenen, 
Saskatchewan, and later lived at Maryfield, 
Saskatchewan, where he died about 1957, at 
the age of 92, and is buried.  According to 
research by Kerry Ann Hollier, of 
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Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania and Peter 
Walker of Cuffley, he married Rachel Topps 
in 1887 and had six children, born in England:  

i. Albert, born probably 1888 in Lowesby.  He 
stayed in England when the family emigrated.

ii. Ada Hollier (Mrs. Mann) who farmed near 
Souris, Manitoba. Probably born 1891.

iii. George, who farmed with his father at 
Stenen, and died in Winnipeg in the 1950s. 
Probably born 1893 in Leicester.

iv. Hilda, born in England, married Dixie Tilton. 
Probably born 1896 in Leicester.

v. Thomas (Tom), born 1st Nov 1898 in 
Leicester, who worked in western Canada as 
a Railway Mail Clerk for forty-one years, 
retired to Victoria, British Columbia, and died 
June 21, 1986 in his eighty-eighth year.  He 
and his wife Dorothy had children Howard, 
(who married Minnie), and Gordon (who 
married Judy).

vi. Sidney Harold, born in Leicester, on April 
27, 1900, and came to Canada with his 
parents in 1907.  About 1919 he married Anna 
Traub  (1897-1946), the local schoolteacher, 
and at first farmed near Stenen,  
Saskatchewan.  In 1926 they sold the farm 
and moved to New Kensington, PA,  where 
he worked for the Alcoa Aluminum Company.  
He died of a heart attack  at New Kensington 
on November 8, 1968 and is buried in 
Greenwood Cemetery,  Lower Burrell.  He and 
his wife have many descendants in 
Pennsylvania.  

5 Annie Elizabeth Hollier, baptised at 
Frolesworth, October 21, 1866.  She and all 
the younger children were all at home with 
their parents at the time of the Census of 1881.

6 Edward Ernest Hollier, born at Frolesworth, 
August 18, 1868 and baptised there on 
November 15 following.  He remained in 
England. Recent research has shown 
descendants in the Melton Mowbray and 
Grantham areas down to the present day.

7 Emma Hollier, born at Peatling Parva, birth 
registered in the second quarter of 1870.

8 Thomas Arthur Hollier, born at Peatling Parva, 
June 15, 1872.  He and his wife Clara Kate 
(born March 20, 1870, died September 10, 
1949; maiden name unknown) emigrated to 
Canada and settled at Stonewall, Manitoba, 
where he died June 12, 1961 and is buried(10). 
He had one child, a daughter, Clarice Hollier 
(Mrs. George Holt), who with her husband 
farmed first near Neepawa and then lived at 
Stonewall, Manitoba.  The Holts had two or 
three sons, living in Canada.

9 Joseph Alfred Hollier, born at Peatling Parva, 
birth registered in the third quarter of 1874.  
He died at Lowesby during the second quarter 
of 1883; according to the family, he was killed 
by being kicked by a horse.

10 Mabel Helen Hollier birth registered fourth 
quarter 1875 at Peatling Parva.  She married 
in 1897 but nothing else known.

11 Vincent Oswald Hollier, see below.

12 Francis Percy Hollier, born at Lowesby, birth 
registered during the last quarter of 1880.  He 
remained in England and in 1942 was living 
in Coventry.  

Vincent Oswald Hollier was born at Lowesby 
Lodge, Lowesby, on September15, 1877. He 
married Sarah Ann Bamford (née Fowell) of 
Leicester about 1900.  Vincent emigrated to Oak 
Lake, Manitoba, Canada in March 1907, and his 
wife and children followed in July of the same 
year, together with Sarah Ann’s brothers Herbert 
and Frederick Fowell, with their wives, and Sarah 
Ann’s parents.  The family settled near Oak Lake, 
Manitoba, where the later children were born.  

Vincent Hollier first worked as a hired hand for 
the Banister family (who gave him the nickname 
“Bill”), then, beginning in 1910, for Ian Williams.  
The Holliers settled in the town of Oak Lake in 
1912, where Vincent Hollier worked as a mill 
hand for Leitch Brothers Flour Mill.  He tried to 
homestead near Eriksdale, Manitoba, his family 
living there for at least three summers from 1915 
to 1917, but the land was too stony for grain 
farming and the family returned to Oak Lake for 
good in 1918.  

There Vincent Hollier bought grain, first for the 
North West Milling Company, then for Ogilvie 
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Mills and finally, for almost 30 years, for the 
Manitoba Pool Elevators.  He retired in 1946 and 
he and his wife lived in Winnipeg with their eldest 
daughter and son-in-law, Nellie and Tom 
Chapman.  Vincent Hollier died of a heart attack 
on March 29, 1949, while visiting his daughter 
Ivy Moody at Routledge, Manitoba; he is buried 
in the Virden Cemetery.  His widow, Sarah Ann, 
lived briefly in Winnipeg, then lived with the 
Moodys at Routledge until her death on July 17, 
1964.  She is also buried at Virden.

Footnotes

1 Both the parish register (at Warwick County 
Record Office) and the Bishop's Transcript of 
it (at Lichfield Joint Record Office) have been 
searched for the baptism of William Hollier, 
and no entry has been found.  No baptism of 
a William Hollier in or just after 1774 has been 
indexed in the Mormons' International 
Genealogical Index (IGI) for Warwickshire.  
The IGI for Staffordshire lists the baptism of 
a William, son of Thomas Hollier, at 
Whittington near Lichfield on December 13, 
1778.  There are no other Hollier entries for 
this parish in the IGI, and it is quite possible 
that Thomas Hollier was living in Whittington 
temporarily in 1778, and that he is the same 
as the Thomas Hollier who lived at Bickenhill.  

2 The Diary of Thomas Turner, 1754-1765, Ed. 
David Vaisey, Oxford University Press, 1985.  

3 It may be important, however, that no mention 
of parish expenses appear in the Poor 
Overseers' Book for Bickenhill in 1773 (the 
existing records, in the Warwick County 
Record Office, start in 1769).  Perhaps 
Thomas Hollier was certified as a native of 
another parish, in which case that parish might 
have had to pay the wedding expenses- the 
Turner diary gives an example of this.  
Searching poor records for Yardley, Solihull, 
Sheldon or other nearby parishes, if those 
records exist, might turn up this information.  

4 She is referred to in the Overseers' Book as 
"Widow Hollier".  Since her burial is listed as 
an expense for 1786-87, she can be identified 
with the "Elizabeth wife of William Hollier 
(pauper)" who was buried in the parish on 
Mary 27, 1787.  William Hollier, who was 
baptised at Sheldon on September 17, 1712, 

the son of William Hollier, must be the man of 
that name buried at Sheldon on December 2, 
1757, rather than another William buried at 
Yardley on October 24, 1784, since Elizabeth 
is called a widow in the Overseers' Book as 
early as 1769.  

5 The information about the charity paid to Ann 
Hollier and her family is all from the Accounts 
of the Overseers of the Poor for Bickenhill, in 
WCRO.  

6 This Thomas Hollier is not mentioned in the 
Bickenhill parish register, and may have had 
no family; he does appear in the records for 
the Overseers of the Poor.  His family 
connections are unknown.

7 Elizabeth Arnold, wife of James Arnold, is in 
the 1841 Census of Sharnford, aged between 
45 and 50, which is consistent with the 
baptism of Elizabeth Hollier, daughter of Ann, 
at Bickenhill in 1794.  She was apparently 
dead by the Census of 1851, the first which 
gives the parishes of birth of individuals, so 
that it is not possible to confirm that she was 
born in Bickenhill.

8 Registrar General's records at St Catherine's 
House, London, as extracted in the typescript 
"Elkington Genealogy", copies at WCRO and 
Society of Genealogists Library, London.

9 The "Three Cups Inn" appears on a map of 
Warwickshire printed in 1780.  The Three Pots 
Inn still exists, though rebuilt, at the cross 
roads of Watling Street with the Coventry to 
Hinckley road.  The older building was burned 
down in recent times.

10 Information from gravestone of Clara Kate 
Hollier and Thomas A. Hollier, in Stonewall 
Cemetery, Stonewall, Manitoba.

As well as writing this article on his Hollier 
ancestry, Harry has also carried out a substantial 
amount of research on the early Holliers in 
Warwickshire, Staffordshire and Leicestershire.  
This material has proved to be an invaluable 
source of information for the One Name Study.
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When I make a new contact, there’s often a 
process of exchanging information which 
helps establish what the correspondent 

knows about their ancestry and what I can deduce 
from my records.  When Tim Hollier first got in 
touch, he was able to tell me about quite a number 
of generations of his family, including some 
excellent photographs.  I had some information 
about his ancestor at Tipton, Staffs from the 1881 
census, but took on the task of tracing back as far 
as I could go. It led me back in a quite unexpected 
direction, ultimately to the Holliers from 
Fordingbridge in Hampshire. This is Tim’s Family 
History.

William Hollyer c1751-1838

Tim's family descends from the Hollyer/Hollier 
family from Fordingbridge in Hampshire. Although 
Holliers are present in Fordingbridge from the 
beginning of the surviving parish registers in 1643, 
the earliest provable ancestor is William Hollyer 
who married Ann Tague in 1776. From the parish 
registers, it would appear that William and Ann had 
8 children, but later evidence, discussed below, 
shows an extra son James probably born c1797.  
Lines of descent are known for two children, in 
addition to George below.  These are Thomas 
(1792-1866) who married Emma Courtney. 
Courtney turns up as a middle name amongst their 
descendants. One son William had a large family 
in West Bromwich, while another, Thomas, was 
the head of the “Portsea Hollyer” family.  The other 
line of descent through James is discussed below.

George Hollyer 1783-1876

George was born in Fordingbridge in 1783, the 5th 
of 9 children of William & Ann. He became a 
Labourer and later a Sailmaker. He married in 
1825 In Fordingbridge to Sarah Hawkins. They had 
7 children and he lived to the ripe old age of 93. 
Although George and Sarah stayed in 
Fordingbridge, their surviving children all moved 
away, most to Somerset.  Sarah married in Bristol 
in 1860; James married in 1859 and had a family 
of 5 in Banwell, Somerset; Ann married and had a 
son in 1861 in Weston super Mare; William married 
in 1861 and also had a family of 5 in Banwell and 

lastly George married in 1862 in Weston and had 
at least 2 children in Somerset.

John Hollier 1827-?

Most of George's children moved to Somerset, but 
John, the eldest child went to Dudley in 
Worcestershire (but very much part of the 
industrial West Midlands) and there in 1852 
married Elizabeth Boyce. John was a Plumber and 
House Painter and had a large family of 9 mainly 
at Tipton in Staffordshire, but some in nearby 
Dudley and West Bromwich. Aside from William 
Henry, below, descent is known for only one other 
male child in this family. It is possible that one of 
more of the other sons went to the USA, as Tim’s 
family believe that one at least went there. 
Descent is known for George, the eldest son, who 
married in Bristol in 1878 and had at least two 
children; one named after the Prime Minister of the 
day: Ewart Gladstone Hollier.

William Henry Hollier 1861-1928

William was the 4th child of John and Elizabeth 
and was born on the same day as the 1861 
census. Not having been named at the time, he 
was recorded as 'James'. He became an Iron 
Moulder - Tipton being very much an Iron 
producing district in those days. In 1881 he was 
living in Tipton with the Smith family, whose 
daughter Jennie he married the next year. 
However, when I first saw his presence in the 1881 
census at Tipton, it was not obvious who his father 
might be, as there were two Hollier families living 
in Tipton at that time. The first was John and 
Elizabeth who turned out to be his parents. But 
there was also a William and Mary Hollier. This 
William had been born in 1829 in Dudley and 
therefore seemed to be a completely different 
family from John, who was born of course in 
Fordingbridge. I was quite surprised therefore to 
find, when studying the 1851 census for the area, 
that William’s father was a James born in 
Fordingbridge. While I can find no baptism record 
for a James, he appears to be the youngest son of 
William and Ann, at the head of this family. So 
when John moved to the West Midlands he was 
following in family footsteps. 

Tim Hollier’s Family History
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William and Jennie retired to a cottage in Cwm-y-glo, near 
Llyn Padarn on the slopes of Snowdon, where they both 
died in 1928.

John Frederick Hollier 1886-1937

John Frederick was the 3rd and youngest of William Henry 
and Jennie. In 1912 he married Florence Lydia Poste in 
Aberystwyth, Wales. They had 4 children, though two were 
born in Wolverhampton. 

William Henry married Jennie Smith 
in 1882 and had 3 children in Tipton. 
Later on, he moved to Aberystwyth 
in Wales and he became the first 
person to register a car in Wales in 
1901.

Right: They kept a general 
store at Aberystwyth, here 
seen c1900. 

Left: Hollier's Commerce House 
on the corner of Bridge St and 
Queen St in 1910.
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Gordon Frederick Hollier b. 1922

Gordon was the third of John Frederick's 
children. He was educated at Brighton 
Grammar School. He was keen on football 
and once scored 10 goals in one match. 

He served in the Great War in 
the Army Service Corps and 
fought behind enemy lines in 
Serbia. 

John Frederick became a motor 
mechanic, perhaps inspired by his 
father's interest in cars. During the 
1910s, he would make cars by 
hand.

John's wife Florence
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In the 1950s he worked for the UK Atomic Energy 
Authority at Seascale as Housing Manager.

Right: Gordon retired

He served in the RAOC as a 
lieutenant and was made an 
Acting Captain.

He married Jesse 
Boardman in 1942 
and had a son Tim 
in 1947. 

Tim Hollier b. 1947

Tim is the only son of 
Gordon and Jesse and was 
very much part of the music 
scene in the 1960s/70s. 
After graduating in 1968 he 
released 4 self-penned 
albums. He is now a major 
force in the music publishing 
and copyright businesses. 
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Rupert Kit Gordon Hollier

Tim’s son

Rupert and Tim

Where’s your family album?
Photographs can bring a family history alive. Not all the articles in this 
volume have photographs, which is a pity. If you have interesting 
pictures of Hollyer/Hollyer/Hollier ancestors to share, I am always 
interested to receive them.

Left: Elizabeth Hollier, born 1845, eldest daughter of Zachariah & 
Elizabeth Hollier from the Bushey Hollier family.  This photograph 
shows Elizabeth at the age of 87 in 1932 with her Great Grand-daughter 
Margaret Ann Leslie, aged 1, who was the aunt of Jan Whittaker who 
sent this photo.  In 1869, Elizabeth married Abel William Gomme and 
had 5 children.  The Gomme family were famous for being the founders 
of the G Plan Furniture company. Elizabeth’s father, Zachariah was a 
policemen with the Metropolitan Police and was born in Burnham Abbey 
c1816, but I believe this family links back to the Holliers at Duns Tew, 
close to Deddington in Oxfordshire.
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Art in Photography
An interview with Mr Frederick Hollyer

A commonplace looking room on the ground floor of a 
commonplace house in a quiet Kensington square, the demure 
plainness of its furniture relieved only by the soft grey tones of 
the countless platino-type reproductions of the pictures of that 
apostle of romanticism, Mr. Burne-Jones, which lined the walls. 
This is where I found Mr Frederick Hollyer, a sturdy, broad-
shouldered, good-humoured and good-looking man of middle 
age, who comes nearer to the definition of artist-photographer 
than any other man in England. To the art-loving public in 
general and to the section of the American community which 
deserves that title in especial, Mr. Hollyer is chiefly known and 
appreciated as the translator into a more popular medium of the 
poetic fancies of Rossetti and Burne-Jones. To a smaller circle, 
however, that appreciation is widened into recognition of what 
may be called, without prejudice, his creative work, as distinct 
from his reproductive work with the camera. 

It seemed to me, therefore, eminently fitting that I should come 
to this modest oracle for a word on the vexed question of art and 
photography. As luck would have it I had made my pilgrimage at 
an opportune moment, for taking advantage of the leisure 
afforded him by a rare holiday, Mr. Hollyer had, the day before, 
acquitted himself of a piece of work which I think represents the 
high-water mark of photographic portraiture. He had deliberately 
set himself a task, the technical and artistic difficulties of which 
would to the ordinary man have seemed insuperable. The result, 
in the shape of a platinum print from the untouched negative, 
was hanging in his studio to dry, and I was gratified with the first 
outsider's glance at it. It was simplicity itself; a charmingly pretty 
girl dressed in a simple summer costume of pure white, standing 
at an open door, with her fingers resting on the handle as though 
she were on the point of going out into the little suburban garden, 
a glimpse of which was caught beyond. The upper part of the 
figure was seen against a background of absolute sunlight, and 
yet face, arms, white dress, hair and dazzling sunlight were all 
given with a fidelity to values which would not have been 
unbecoming to a Whistler. 

In face of this result it seemed to me almost impertinent to ask 
Mr. Hollyer whether in his opinion there could be such a thing as 
“Art” in photography, for was there not lying before me as I 
hesitatingly put my query, a clear answer in the affirmative? He 
met me, however, with no expression of lofty scorn, but with a 
somewhat quizzical smile replied, "I really don't know, but to tell 
the honest truth I have got rather tired of the very words 'art and 
artistic,' and at times am inclined to say rude things about those 
who insist so strenuously that they are artists, with a big A, and 
seem to forget that they ought first and foremost to be 
photographers. The fact is that my association with the eminent 

Frederick Hollyer (1837-1936) 
was one of the most prominent 
people to carry the surname. He 
came from an artistic family of 
engravers, but after dabbling in 
engraving, became a photogra-
pher and is well known for his 
platino-types, photographing 
artwork of the day, especially 
the work of the Pre-Raphaelites 
and of G. F. Watts.
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artists whose works I have been permitted to render into black 
and white by means of my camera, has rendered me 
exceedingly diffident in making any claims at all. I am content to 
do the very best work I can with love as well as care, and to let 
the rest shift for itself. If there be art in the result I am quite sure 
that those who have a right to be dogmatic on such questions will 
find it out, if there be no art I am sure it is my fault and not the 
fault of my medium. I think that the fact is that as regards 
photography as well as other things we are inclined nowadays to 
talk too much and to do too little."

"Very truly and modestly put, Mr. Hollyer," said I, "but I am afraid 
you have something more than an inclination to evade the real 
point at issue.”  "Well," was the reply, "to speak frankly, I am quite 
convinced that something, call it art or what you will, but 
something apart from mere mechanical and scientific excellence, 
not only can, but, should, find its way into every print from every 
negative that leaves the photographer's studio. In landscape 
photography, for instance, that something may be of the nature 
of selection, and selection is, as I understand it, an important part 
of the equipment of every painter. Observation too, I think, must 
be fostered by the photographer as carefully as by the figure-
painter, for if his work show not the presence of this quality in 
himself it will be a mere piece of mechanism. I have some prints 
here from negatives taken by me many many years ago, to which 
I may, I hope without egotism, refer as showing the importance 
of proper selection. This view of Waterloo Bridge, for instance, 
might have been taken from half a hundred other points of view, 
and yet from a topographical and mechanical standpoint have 
been as correct as I here show it. To make it pleasing to my own 
eye, however, I found there was only one spot from which I could 
properly view it. Having found this spot I had again to patiently 
wait until the cloud and mist effects, with the London sun just 
peeping through the murky veil, were as I thought they should 
be. Not only this but selection came into play to tell me when the 
black barge was in the right relative position to the rest of the 
picture and when other boats and floating objects, which might 
have formed discordant notes, were well out of the way. The 
result, whether good or bad, is practically what I had intended it 
to be from the very first, and is no haphazard accident, but the 
expression of a deliberate intention, gained by careful selection 
on my part. At that point, of course, I stop, and the rest of the 
work is done for me by the camera, but I might almost as well 
declare that the etcher was a mere mechanical workman 
because the biting of his line is done by the acid and not by 
himself, as hold that because some portion, granted even that it 
be the major portion, of my work is done by an agent which I only 
imperfectly control, I cannot introduce into my work that personal 
note which I take it is but a synonym for the 'Art' of which you 
speak. Of course I am aware that at one moment and that 
perhaps the supreme moment, the actual recording of the 
observed facts is taken out of the photographer's hands.

"This is the moment of exposure. Consider on the other hand 
though, at how many other points the personal equation enters 
into our problem. First there is the focussing (and though some 
writers on photography have disagreed with me here, I maintain 
that I am absolutely correct in saying so); then there is the 

“Observation too, I think, must 
be fostered by the photographer 
as carefully as by the figure-
painter, for if his work show not 
the presence of this quality in 
himself it will be a mere piece of 
mechanism.”
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development; thirdly, there is the manipulation of the print from 
the developed negative. Don't for one moment understand me to 
mean that that fatal crime of touching and retouching negative or 
print is or has been laid to my charge. On the contrary, no one 
can have a greater abhorrence of such acts than I. I consider it 
almost as criminal to form a picture by the superposition of one 
negative upon another. I am convinced that two photographers, 
equally skilled in the mere mechanical processes of their 
profession, can photograph the same subject from the same 
point of view with the same camera, and under exactly similar 
conditions, and that the finished print of one man may be a mere 
soulless transcript of what lay in his field of view, while that of the 
other may be something to which for want of a better word, I must 
apply the term ‘artistic.' How much or how little of art may belong 
to photography is another question, and one which I must refrain 
from entering upon. 

When, not so very many years ago, photography came into 
being, the marvellous results which were produced by the very 
earliest photographers, caused an exaggerated opinion to 
prevail as to its purely artistic future. When, later on, its well-
defined limitations became apparent, there was the usual 
reaction in the other direction, and those who claimed that art 
might in any form enter into photographer's work were sneered 
at as presumptuous Philistines. Surely there is safety in the 
middle course. If you do not deny artistic faculty to the man who 
reproduces in black and white a picture by means of his patient 
'rockings' and 'scrapings' of a copper plate, relying in a large 
measure upon reproductive processes which are entirely 
mechanical, why should you not then attribute some degree of 
artistic personality to him who reaches the same end partially by 
means of the camera? Compare the work of different men in my 
own branch, and tell me whether there is not the greatest 
difference in the result, as regards not only the technical 
excellence, but the artistic value of the translation as well.

"Perhaps I have talked too much, for I hold, as I said when I 
began, that my mission is to do and not to talk. But I am as 
irritated, on the one hand, when I hear the flat-footed declaration 
that photography can never be more than a mere mechanical 
trade, as I am restive on the other when I hear a photographer 
aver that by combining a set of views taken at various times and 
hours of the day, he has effected what he fondly calls 'a picture' 
as distinct from a 'mere photograph.' In other arts, and especially 
the subsidiary, it is their very limitations which the craftsmen turn 
with instinctive recognition to their own advantage. If this 
principle were only to be recognised and honestly lived up to by 
photographers in general, we should have results which would 
be better art, because they would be better photographs."

The other photographs Mr. Hollyer has kindly permitted to be 
reproduced here show the same discriminative selection as the 
study of Waterloo Bridge.

HORACE TOWNSEND.

[The photographs that accompanied the original interview are 
unfortunately not suitable for reproduction here.]

“How much or how little of art 
may belong to photography is 
another question, and one which 
I must refrain from entering 
upon.” 
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Matthew Hartley Hollyer?
Nancy Hollyer Hunter sent me these two 

drawings that she believes are sketches 
of her Hollyer ancestors: the illustrious 

Hollyer family of Warwick Lane, London who 
were Glaziers and Painters over many 
generations.  The drawing, left, is signed M. H. 
Hollyer, so might have been drawn by Matthew 
Hartley Hollyer - but which one?  There were two 
who held this name, Matthew Hartley Hollyer 
(1780-1856) and his grandson (1827-1884). 
She did think that one or both drawings might be 
of MHH, rather than the artist and that it was her 
ancestor Mary Anne Hollyer that drew them. 
Compare with the painting known to be of MHH 
senior, in later life, bottom left.

Nancy has also sent me copies of various family 
Wills and Indentures relating to their property at 
No 2 Warwick Lane.
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Elliott Hollier
By Geoffrey Kernan

Elliott Hollier was a retail and wholesale 
chemist and druggist in the Market 
Place, Dudley. An advertisement in 

Bentley's directory of 1840 refers to the 
business being late Turner and Hollier and 
established upwards of fifty years, although I 
have so far failed to find Elliott in the 1841 
census. John Scarlett Turner is shown in the 
1831 Poor Rate assessment as being in 
possession of property in the High Street 
valued at £3-11-8 for a house and £1-13-4 for 
an adjacent shop. In 1855 Elliott is listed in 
White's directory as a chemist and a 
manufacturer of lint. He had a sideline in 
insurance, being an agent for the County and 
Provident insurance companies.

It will be interesting to discover whether the 
chemists business involved a Hollier before the 
arrival of Elliott. An appreciation of Elliott's 
public services is contained in an article in the 
Dudley Herald of 20/1/1900. It says that he 
came to Dudley 73 years ago, which is 1827 
when he would be about thirteen and at that 
age he either came as an apprentice or to work 
with a relative. There were certainly other 
Holliers in Dudley and the 1841 census lists 
Edward Hollier aged 50, a provision dealer in 
the High Street with his wife Sarah aged 40. 
Both were born in Worcestershire and 
therefore do not have an obvious connection 
with the Leicestershire stock from which Elliott 
sprang. However, Elliott’s father was also a 
grocer. He was born about 1786 in Hinckley, 
Leics, married Ann Abell at Sutton Cheney, 
Leics on 27 December 1810 and settled in 
Market Bosworth in about 1811 where he died 
aged 80 on 27 July 1866. Elliott had three other 
children in Market Bosworth besides Elliott jun, 
James born 1811 appears to have followed his 
father into the grocery business. A younger 
brother Amos born in 18 15 became a farmer 
and there was a daughter Sarah Ann Hollier 
born in 1818. 

Elliott's first marriage was to Elizabeth 
Robinson on 14/12/1841. She was the 

daughter of Edward Robinson and Lydia and 
was born around 1821 in Dudley. The Holliers 
had three children, Edward Robinson Hollier 
bap 22/3/1843, Elliott John bap 31/1/1844 and 
James William bap 29/5/1845. The last child 
did not survive and died in Q4 1847. His 
mother died in Q3 1855 in Dudley and Elliott 
remained a widower for 23 years before 
marrying Myra Denny Grosvenor nee Dudley in 
Q3 1878.

Of his children, Edward Robinson Hollier 
became a chemist like his father. He married 
Sarah C, born Tipton in about 1843 and 
appears to have immediately moved to 
Lancashire as two children Caroline Gertrude 
b Q3 1868 and Elliott George b. Q2 1870-1926 
were born in Southport. The 1881 census 
found him established in Shrewsbury where a 
fourth child Edward Bertram was born in Q4 
1874. Elliott George had a son Elliott Fox 
Hollier. Edward Robinson Hollier was an 
executor to his step-mother Myra Denny Hollier 
nee Dudley in 1910 and died on 11 July 1923 
at Granville St, Copthome Road, Shrewsbury

The second son, Elliott John Hollier married his 
first cousin Ada Hollier at St Georges, 
Leicester on 9 December 1868. She was born 
in Market Bosworth in Q2 1839, the daughter 
of Elliott's elder brother James. Elliott John 
became a solicitor in West Bromwich but died 
on 26 January 1887 in Market Bosworth and 
was preceded by his wife Ada also died in 
Market Bosworth in 1882.

A child Elliott John Hollier who was born in Q3 
1899 and died soon after in Wolverhampton in 
Q1 1900 has not yet been connected.

The Dudley Herald article referred to earlier 
implies that Elliott was much more interested in 
public affairs than his business. He became a 
Town Commissioner in 1840 when he was 27 
and with Thomas Wood [qv] provided a lot of 
the impetus to demolish Middle Row and 
thereby open up the marketplace. Town 
Commissioners were not elected but could 
serve if they occupied property of a certain 
rateable value. Elliott was a founder of Dudley 
Cricket Club and was, together with C H 
Oakes, one of the star batsmen and a cunning 
underhand bowler. He became President of 
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the club and was presented with a silver tea 
service when he stood down. He instigated the 
Castle Fetes and was chairman of the 
committee for 50 years. Blocksidge's 
Almanack of 1902 has photographs of Elliott at 
Dudley Fetes. On 3 June 1857 he was 
accompanied by Edward R Hollier in a cap and 
Elliott John Hollier in a mortar board, The only 
other person shown is the young Edward 
Wood. In 1858 Elliott appears with James 
Wood, wine merchant and Hon Sec of the 
Fetes Committee. In 1860 he appears again 
with James Wood and E R and E J Hollier.

Elliott was mayor of Dudley in 1847, 
churchwarden of St Thomas' in 1849 and 
mayor again in 1858. He was prominent in the 
public service in Dudley and was on the Board 
of Health, Board of Guardians and a 
vice-president of the Dudley Mechanics 
Institute upon its inauguration in 1863 in the 
august company of Charles Cochrane and 
Samuel Holden Blackwell. He was a liberal in 
politics and fought a lifelong battle with the 
Tory "town bosses" led by the redoubtable 
Isaac Badger. He apparently had a sharp 
tongue and an aggressive manner when 
dealing with opponents. Recourse needs to be 
made to an interview with Elliott at the end of 
his life, which appeared in the Dudley Herald 
and was noticed by me before his significance 
in the tree was recognised.

Elliott Hollier is shown in the list of Lord 
Dudley's tenants in 1866 as renting a Garden 
in Priory Gardens, Dudley, late Joseph Payton, 
from Lady Day 1841. Also premises in Stoney 
Street were taken down and the land let to 
Elliott on a 60 year lease from Michaelmas 
1841.

The 1881 census shows Elliott 67, a retired 
pharmacist living at King Edmund Place, 
Dudley with Myra, Elliott John and his wife Ada 
41 plus one servant. Ada was to die the next 
year in Market Bosworth and as her husband 
also died there - one wonders whether they 
were in Dudley on a visit.

In an advertisement in Clark's Curiosities of 
Dudley published in 1881, Elliott announced 
that although he had retired from the retail 
trade he had retained the rights to a number of 

products, which he had manufactured for sale 
in the shop. These would continue to be 
available either from his home address above 
or his office in Stone Street. The products 
mentioned were Atkinson’s Infant 
Preservative; Balsam of horehound and 
aniseed; electro plate powder; Chemical 
furniture polish and Hawke’s pearl ointment. A 
separate advertisement in Clark says that 
Elliott has a large collection of fossils for sale 
taken from the Wrens Nest limestone. The 
manufacturing side of the business was still 
trading in 1901 when Elliott is listed in 
Blocksidge's Almanack as Proprietor of 
Atkinson’s Infants Preservative at 3 Stone 
Street, Dudley

Additional notes by Peter Walker

You can understand why I have called this 
Leicestershire family the “Elliott Holliers”, as 
this name was used over several generations.

• Elliott Hollier 1751-1799, victualler of 
Hinckley

• His son, Elliott Hollier c1785-1866, farmer of 
Wellesborough

• His son, Elliott Hollier 1813-1905, chemist 
of Dudley

• His son, Elliott John Hollier 1843-1887, 
Solicitor

• His cousin, Elliott Hollier 1856-1945, Farmer
• Elliott John’s nephew, Elliott George Hollier 

1870-1926
• His son, Elliott Fox Hollier 1903-? Bank Clerk
• Also Elliott John T Hollier 1899-1900.

So where did Elliott born 1751 come from? The 
family can be traced back in that part of 
Leicestershire another three generations to 
Thomas Hollier, a blacksmith of Stoke Golding 
probably born in the late 17th century.  He may 
be the Thomas Holliar born 1676 in the Hollier 
family of Nether Whitacre in Warwickshire. If 
so, then this family goes back another 5 
generations there to John Holliar mentioned in 
Lay Subsidies in 1524 and 1544. Nether 
Whitacre is very close to Shustoke, where it is 
thought the Holliers originated in the 14th

century.
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The Family of William Stanley Hollyer
Artist and Decorator 1875-1963

William Stanley Hollyer was the 6th 
child of the painter William Perring 
Hollyer and his wife Grace Emily 
(née Rooke). He seems to have 
been known more as Stanley 
William. He emigrated to Canada 
about 1895. In 1919 he married 
Elizabeth Cross and had one child 
Verna Hilda.  She provided a 
number of interesting photographs 
shown in the 2nd volume of this 
work.

Like his siblings, William was an accomplished artist 
and was working right up until the time of his death in 
1963.

Top Left: About 1925, William is the proud owner of a 
car. The young child is Verna and her mother Elizabeth 
is to her right. The three older girls are from Elizabeth’s 
first marriage.

Middle Left: About 1960, William and Elizabeth are with 
their granddaughter Kathleen and her daughter Cindy.

Middle Right: Just two months before he died, William 
and Elizabeth at Xmas 1962.

Bottom Right: Verna Hilda Hixson (née Hollyer) 1920-
2001, daughter of William and Elizabeth and mother to 
Kathleen. 
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The Family of William Stanley 
Hollyer (continued)

Left: Kathleen Joanne Hollyer (born 1937) is the 
eldest daughter of Verna and like her mother 
has provided considerable detail of the family of 
William Stanley, including all the photographs 
shown here.

I should however also acknowledge the 
information given by two other family members: 
Beverly June Bruner (née Belliveau), Kathy’s 
half-sister and Tami Haptonstall (née Blake), 
Kathy’s second daughter.

Kathy’s 60th birthday 1997

Left: Kathy’s five grown-up children: Top: Samuel William (1966), 
Tamailla Ava (1963), Jonathan Isaac (1970); Below: Naomi Elizabeth 
(1964), Kathy, Cindy Lou (1959).

Right: The Next Generation - Kathy and her grandchildren: Top: Jacob 
Blake, Christine Adams, Ashley Adams and Bradley Haptonstall; Seated 
middle: Isaac Blake, Destiny Blake, Kathy, Amanda Haptonstall and Seth 
Adams; Below on lawn: Ryan Adams, Joey Blake and Mark Haptonstall.
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The Sydenham Holliers 

Sydenham is a small Oxfordshire village 
close to the County border with 
Buckinghamshire.  Lying on the Oxfordshire 

plain but close to the Chiltern Hills, Sydenham has 
always been an agricultural community.  In the 18th 
and 19th centuries, its population would have been 
higher than today, as the land needed the 
attention of many agricultural labourers.  Such 
employment meant a lifetime of hard work and 
brought few material rewards.  Today, a walk 
round the overgrown churchyard reveals no less 
than 6 gravestones with the name Hollier, but its 
importance to the Hollier story lies not here, but on 
the other side of the world, as two separate Hollier 
families emigrated from Sydenham to Australia 
and flourished, so that today many can claim 
descent from these intrepid emigrants.  Indeed 
more researchers have contacted me about this 
group of Holliers than any other.

The story starts with Richard Hollier who may have 
been born around 1756.  There had been Holliers 
elsewhere in Oxfordshire for well over a century, 
perhaps much longer. There are some Holliers in 
nearby Lewknor around this time. It is not clear 
where Richard was born.  Neither has his first 
marriage to Ann been identified, so the first hard 
fact we have about the Sydenham Holliers is the 
baptism on 7th March 1784 of John, son of Richard and Ann.  Later 
evidence from the 1851 census and John’s death suggests he 
may have been born in 1781.  But it seems that Richard and Ann 
had another son William born around 1779.  Though no baptism 
has been found, there seems little doubt about this connection, as 
William had a grandson with the unusual name Eden (1839-1921).  
William’s brother John also had a son Eden (1822-1851) and their 
father Richard himself had a son Eden (1803-1803) - the youngest 
of the family from his second marriage.  From this, I feel confident 
that Richard did have two sons William and John from his first 
marriage.  

The first son William married Damaris Taylor in 1806 and had two 
children Richard and William.  Like his father, I can’t find Richard’s 
baptism.  He married Amelia Rymills in 1832 and had 10 children 
between 1833 and 1860.  The second son William, baptised in 
1807 doesn’t seem to have married and died in 1865.

Richard’s second son John married Ann Sewell in 1804 in 
Tetsworth and had 9 children at Sydenham between 1805 and 
1829.  Of these 9, the descent of 4 are known, in particular, their 
8th child Eden (1822-1851) married, in 1841, Ann Rymills, the 
sister of Amelia, mentioned above.  Eden was one of the family 
members who emigrated to Australia. 

Thomas Hollier and Mary (née 
Bunce), who emigrated to 
Australia in 1843. 
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It looks as though Richard’s first wife Ann died in 1787 and was 
buried in nearby Lewknor. Richard remarried quickly. Richard 
Hollier, shown as a widower married Susannah Hawes in Oxford 
later in 1787. 

Richard and Susannah had 10 children at Sydenham between 
1788 and 1803.  At least 3 children died in infancy. Three of the 
girls are known to have married but of the remainder of the 
children, only the descent of Thomas (1790-1866) is known. 
Thomas married Amelia (‘Pamela’) Croxford in Aston Rowant in 
1811 and had 6 children. Most importantly, Thomas’s second child 
Thomas was one of the Holliers who emigrated to Australia and 
Thomas, the father, later emigrated to join his son.

Study of the censuses for Sydenham and nearby villages provides 
evidence of how some of the Sydenham Hollier families continued 
down the years, but the main story continues in Australia.  There 
were many reasons for families choosing to emigrate to Australia. 
After the loss of Britain’s American colonies, Australia had been 
the favoured destination for the transportation of criminals.  But 
once they had served their time, few chose to return, since the life 
of farming in the new colony was far preferable to the conditions 
they had left in Britain.  In Britain, many could look forward to little 
more than a lifetime as a farm labourer, but Australia offered the 
prospect of being able to be a farmer in one’s own right. 
Gradually, this led to people voluntarily choosing to emigrate to 
Australia and that is what must have crossed the minds of the two 
half-cousins Thomas and Eden Hollier who around 1843 decided 
to take their families on the dangerous voyage ‘down under’.

Eden and Ann had one daughter Martha when they set out on the 
“Wallace”, arriving in Geelong, Victoria in 1844, after a difficult 
journey of 4½ months.  It appears that such voluntary emigration 
was assisted as they received a bounty of £27 11s 3d for the 
family of three and are recorded as leaving the ship ‘on their own 
resources’. They had another four children in Australia: Emma in 
1845 at Collingwood, Vic; Betsy in 1847 in Heidelberg, Vic; 
Frederick in 1849 in Brighton, Vic and finally Eden in 1851, also in 
Brighton, where Eden had now acquired his own land to become 
a market gardener.  But sadly, Eden died the same year, leaving 
Ann with 5 young children.  

Ann remarried another gardener Thomas Collins in 1853.  He 
came from Kingston in Oxfordshire on the same voyage on the 
“Wallace” as Eden and Ann. It is likely that they had known each 
other in England and had kept in touch.  Thomas acquired his own 
first plot of land in 1854.  Ann and Thomas went on to have 6 
children, though three died in infancy.

All of Eden’s 5 children went on to marry and have large or even 
very large families. Consequently, there are many descendants 
today from Eden Hollier of Sydenham.  Down some branches the 
name Eden has been continued.  Ann’s second husband Thomas 
died in 1889 and Ann herself lived to the age of 82, dying in 1902.

We now turn to the other branch of the Sydenham Holliers who 
descend from Thomas.  Thomas was the second child of Thomas 
and Amelia Hollier, born in 1815 in Sydenham. Thomas senior 
was, as mentioned above, the second son of Richard and his 

“In Britain, many could look 
forward to little more than a 
lifetime as a farm labourer, but 
Australia offered the prospect of 
being able to be a farmer in one’s 
own right.”
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second wife Susannah. In 1834 at nearby Chinnor, he married 
Mary Bunce, a girl who like many others in Oxfordshire at that time 
was a lacemaker.  They had 4 children between 1835 and 1841 
in Sydenham, before making the long journey from Liverpool to 
Australia aboard the “United Kingdom”, leaving on 23rd December 
1843 and arriving on 29th April 1844.  The journey was especially 
difficult for Mary as she was pregnant with her 5th child James who 
was born the month after arrival, but sadly he died the following 
year, 1845.  But Thomas and Mary went on to have another 8 
children, 7 of which survived.  So in all, Thomas and Mary had 11 
children who themselves went on to have large families and many 
more descendants down to the present day.  Thomas and Mary 
raised their family in the Prospect/Parramatta district of Sydney 
where Thomas owned his own farm.  Things worked out well for 
Thomas and this persuaded his parents to join him. Thomas and 
Amelia arrived on the “Kate” on 4th December 1855 when Thomas 
was 65.  Thomas and Amelia were however accompanied by their 
daughter Eleanor, who until that time had worked in a cotton 
factory.  She later married in Australia to John Palmer.  Thomas 
and Amelia died in 1866 and 1873 respectively.

Their son Thomas died in 1895 and Mary in 1901

In later generations, some of this Hollier family moved further 
afield to New Zealand.  They were not the only Holliers in New 
Zealand, however.  We know of two other Hollier families there: 
one descending from Henry Bruce Hollier from Staffordshire, 
another descending from Edward & Mary Hollier from 
Bedfordshire, but originally from Buckinghamshire and another 
farming family from the Deddington Holliers.

Equally, aside from Hollyer and Holyer families in Australia, there 
are a few Holliers in Australia who did not descend from the 
Sydenham Holliers.  But I have not heard from any of the 
descendants of these others, whereas there seem to be many 
researchers in the Sydenham line.  At least one other Australian 
Hollier family can be identified.  When Samuel Hollier died in 1882 
aged 61, his parents were quoted as Edward and Ann Leason. 
This must be the family of Edward Hollier and Ann Leeson of 
Weedon Beck, one of whose other sons Edward went to New 
Zealand in 1859, as mentioned above. I think it likely that this 
Samuel was married to Ann Humphrey as a Samuel and Ann had 
two daughters in Australia in 1854 and 1857 and there are a 
couple of daughters baptised in Bedford, England to a Samuel 
and Ann in 1848 and 1850, so this might be the same family prior 
to emigration. 

One interesting individual that may indicate yet another 
Sydenham emigration is the death record of a Mary A Hollier in 
1878, whose parents were quoted as being William and Demarius 
Hollier.  This is very similar to William and Damaris Hollier, which 
makes me think that they may have had a daughter who ventured 
out to Australia.

An impression of life in Australia in the 19th century can be 
gleaned from the obituary of William Hollier (1851-1927), son of 
Thomas and Mary:-

“The journey was especially 
difficult for Mary as she was 
pregnant with her 5th child”
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Extract from Nepean Times 13 August 1927

The Late Mr William Hollier

Mr William Hollier, who died at his residence on Monday 1st August, 
was born at Prospect on 11 July 1851.  He was engaged on various kinds 
of work on his father’s farm including taking hay to Sydney with 
waggons and selling it at the hay market.  At 20 years of age he was 
married to Miss Annie Wilton and came to Penrith.  Of course Penrith in 
those days was quite different to the Penrith of today.  The writer 
remembers Mr Hollier often saying that, except for a few places, the 
other houses in Main Street were only two roomed affairs with bark 
roofs.  However when Mr Hollier came here he went into partnership 
with his brother Jim (now of Emu Plains) buying the good will of one of 
Woodriff's farms on the Castlereagh Road from Mr Brownlow. Staying 
there for four years Mr Hollier removed back to Prospect where he 
resided for two years. Returning to the Penrith district he lived in various 
places, first on the farm where Mr Nagel now lives at Cranebrook, then 
for a few years on the property now occupied by Mr Hansen at 
Castlereagh.  From this place he moved on to a farm now owned by Mr 
McEvilly at Jamisontown.  He was there for quite a number of years 
before building a home for himself beside the Regentville School. 
Staying there for a few years he moved to the "Terrace" at Jamisontown. 
Ill luck seemed to be dogging Mr Hollier up to this time and to make 
matters worse, it was at this time that his wife was laid to rest.  Shortly 
after this sad event our late friend removed to the cottage where he 
remained until the time of his death.  After moving there, deceased was 
employed by Mr Christianson in brick carting.  In passing we may say 
that Mr Hollier delivered bricks for Nepean District Hospital, the 
remodelling of Fultons Store (now Clanceys), the Post Office and helped 
with the work of Regentville and Orchard Hills School. On the 23 
January 1904 Mr Hollier married Mrs J Rose, eldest daughter of the late 
Mr and Mrs Shepherd of Jamisontown.  For 20 years our friend was 
connected with the Sunday school at Jamisontown, first as a teacher and 
later as secretary, resigning only when forced to do so through deafness. 
About 15 years ago Mr Hollier started a poultry farm and continued at 
this until his death. Deceased leaves a wife and six children and two 
step-children. The children are Edward, Thomas and Alec, now in New 
Zealand, Siah of Sydney, Mrs Webb of Sydney and Mrs Rainford of 
Euhowra.  The step-children are Mrs H Brown of Penrith and Mrs J A 
Brown of Penrith, twenty seven grandchildren and six great 
grandchildren.  Remains laid to rest in Methodist portion of Emu Plains.

What happened to the Sydenham Holliers back home in England? 
The 1881 census gives the most comprehensive picture of this 
group of Holliers. 

Still at Sydenham itself were:-

At Brookstone Cottage: Richard, his wife Amelia and son Eden.
At an un-named private house: James & Mary, with children Lizzie 
and Fred. James was the son of John Hollier & Ann Sewell, 
mentioned above.
At Manor Farm: John & Elizabeth, with children Emma, John and 
Ambrose. John was the son of Richard and Amelia.

At Bickenhill, Warwickshire: James, a Miller, and Sarah his wife 
with their 5 children: Elizabeth, John, George, Frederick and 

The obituary of William Hollier 
(1851-1927), the 8th child of 
Thomas and Mary Bunce.
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Helen. Their eldest son John was a Confectioner in Aston, 
Birmingham. Father James was the son of John Hollier and Mary 
Vear. In turn, John was the eldest son of John Hollier & Ann 
Sewell.

At Dawley Field, Harlington. Middlesex: Jabez Hollier, a 
Foreman, and wife Ann and their 4 children Helena, Edith, Minnie 
and Esther. Jabez was another son of Richard and Amelia.

Close by, also in Dawley Field was Jabez’s brother Ambrose, a 
Groom, with his wife and two young children Edith and Charlie.

At Aylesbury, Bucks: Jane Hollier, widow of William Hollier 
(formerly a farmer of Portobello Farm, Shirburn, Oxfordshire and 
second son of John Hollier & Ann Sewell). She was a 
housekeeper with after her two grown up daughters Susannah 
(handicapped) and Mary Ann. Also there was a Granddaughter 
Emma Elizabeth Brazell Hollier. It’s not yet known who her 
parents were. Jane’s maiden name was Brazell or Braziel.

Finally, at Reigate in Surrey, a Patttie Hollier, servant aged 32, 
was working for Charles Bailey, a silk manufacturer. There’s no 
Pattie (or similar) in the birth indexes, though there is a Charlotte 
born at about the right time (1849) though her parentage is also 
unknown. No child of the right age appears in the 1851 census 
either.

Many Holliers were buried in the churchyard at 
Sydenham, but only 6 have stones that are still 
readable.  These are:-

Mary Hollier, née Vear, wife of John died 17th July 
1869. It is likely that John is also buried in same 
plot.

Sarah Chanot, née Hollier, died 17th Dec 1894, 
daughter of John Hollier and Mary Vear

William Hollier, of Portobello Farm, died 6th April 
1878 in Aylesbury.

Jane Hollier died 26th March 1900, wife of William 
of Portobello Farm.

Susannah Hollier died 19th Feb 1897 in Aylesbury, the 
handicapped daughter of William & Jane Hollier of Portobello 
Farm.

Richard & Amelia Hollier died 6th Dec 1884 and 18th Sep 1883 
respectively.

It is known that William and Damaris Hollier were buried at 
Sydenham and had a stone that was previously recorded, but it 
is now either unreadable or lost.

The Sydenham gravestone of 
Jane Hollier, who died in 1900 
in Aylesbury, wife of William 
Hollier, formerly farmer of 
Portobello Farm, Shirburn.
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There are two branches of the Lock-Keeper Hollyers. The 
first descends from John Samuel Hollyer (1814-1905), who 
was the Toll Clerk at Linslade Lock on the Grand Junction 

Canal for 61 years. The other descends from his younger brother 
Frederick Henry Hollyer (c.1825-1895), who worked at various 
locks including Braunston and Brentford. They were the sons of 
Henry and Sarah Hollyer. But who was Henry and what was his 
ancestry?

In this short article, I will review the evidence that he might be the 
Henry Hollyer (1780-1825), the eldest son of John and Susanna 
Hollyer of the Coventry Hollyers. Their youngest son, Samuel, 
was the engraver and father of Samuel the engraver and 
Frederick the photographer.

On John Samuel Hollyer’s marriage certificate of 1845, he states 
that his father was Henry Hollyer, a Toll Collector. One of the 
witnesses was Sarah Hollyer. On Frederick Henry Hollyer’s 
marriage certificate of 1853, he quotes his father as Henry 
Hollyer, Gentleman. Sarah again was a witness. Nothing states 
that Henry was deceased.

In fact the 1851 census for Braunston Lock in Northamptonshire 
includes Frederic H Hollyer, Canal Clerk, aged 25, born Stepney 
in London, while his mother is shown as a 60 year old widow 
Sarah Hollyer born in Islington. The age 25 is significant, 
because it places Frederick’s birth as around 1825/6. Later 
censuses show consistent ages for this birth date. However, 
Frederick’s baptism seems to have been late. It took place on 8th

May 1831 at St Dunstan’s Stepney. The parents are described 

Where did the Lock-Keeper Hollyers come from?

Braunston Lock, on the 
Grand Union Canal, 
where Frederick Henry 
Hollyer worked for 
many years.

Frederick Henry Hollyer (1825-
1895), Lock-Keeper at Braunston 
and Brentford.
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as Henry and Sarah Hollyer. Henry’s 
occupation was shown as “Gent” and their 
abode was “MEOT”, which stands for Mile 
End Old Town. Everything suggests that 
Henry was still alive, but….. could the late 
baptism have been caused by it being put 
off by the death of Henry around 1825?

We now backtrack and consider the other 
children of Henry and Sarah. The first likely 
son is James, baptised 29th Sep 1813 in St 
Mary, Whitechapel and noted as born on 
31st Aug 1812. Then comes John Samuel 
born in the Commercial Road, London in 
1814. Between his birth, for which no 
baptism has yet been found, and that of 
Frederick Henry, the IGI shows two 
intriguing records of the baptism, on the same day, 
16th Feb 1817, of Anne Maria and Sarah Anne Hollyer 
to Henry and Sarah Hollyer. While this took place at 
Gumley, in Leicestershire, well away from the east 
end of London, Gumley is the location of a lock on the 
Grand Junction Canal. Proof that this is the same 
family comes from Henry's occupation, described as 
"Clerk to the Wharf".

The next Henry & Sarah baptism I have managed to 
find is for a Thomas Robert, baptised 22nd Dec 1822 
in St George’s, Bloomsbury. Not the part of London 
you’d expect and we must leave open the possibility 
that there were two couples with the name Henry & Sarah 
Hollyer. The final child was Frederick Henry, as described above.

Now if the earliest child was born in 1812, then it seems highly 
likely that the corresponding marriage was that at St Mary, 
Rotherhithe:-

Henry Hollyer, widower, of Deptford, Kent married Sarah Jones, 
spinster of St Mary, Rotherhithe, by licence (granted 19th Aug 
1811) on 20th Aug 1811. One of the witnesses was Catherine 
Hollyer.

Henry, we presume, would have been of no great age – Sarah 
would have been around 20 – so for Henry to be a widower is 
unusual. However, wives could die in childbirth at any age. Might 
Henry have married only a few years earlier? There is an 
intriguing marriage that might fit the bill:-

14th April 1807 at Old Church, St Pancras: Henry Hollyer, 
bachelor of St Michael, Coventry married Eleanor Fullagar, widow

If this is the same Henry, then this leads us back to the Hollyers 
at Coventry. A prime candidate is Henry Hollyer, the first son of 
John and Susanna Hollyer who was baptised on 19th Sep 1780 
at St Michael, Coventry. But there is a snag. When A. A. Reade 
was writing his Johnsonian Gleanings, he spent a lot of time 
trying to establish a connection between the famous Dr Johnson 

The “Stop House” at Braunston, 
where Frederick Henry Hollyer 
would have collected tolls.
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and the Hollyer family, but to no avail. 
However, he did receive from Eleanor Mary 
Hollyer (daughter of Frederick the 
photographer), a list that she had in her 
possession of family dates.

The list starts:

Henry Hollyer born September 19, 1780
James Hollyer born  April 2, 1782

And it goes on to the last:-

Samuel Hollyer  March 2, 1797

This is clearly a record of the family of John 
and Susannah. The list continues:-

Dear Mother died  Sep 7, 1824
Brother Henry died Aug 7, 1825
Dear Father died July 11, 1833
Sister Catherine  Nov 9, 1837

And down to Sister Anna Maria in 1848. All these dates tally with 
known burials and death registrations. As internal family 
evidence, this must be reliable, albeit transcribed by Reade. As 
the deaths have everyone except John and Samuel, it seems 
likely that Samuel, Eleanor’s grandfather, compiled the list. The 
difficulty with the Henry theory is clearly that he appears to have 
died in 1825. Old enough to have fathered Frederick Henry, but 
he would have been dead at the time of his baptism in 1831.

And that is the evidence. Not totally proved by any means, but 
fairly suggestive. We do know that John sold his Coventry silk 
business and came to London where it is said he invested in 
dock building in East London and lost all his money – so there is 
a link to East London. Will we ever be able to get to the bottom 
of Henry’s ancestry?

Linslade Lock (sometimes described 
as ‘Hollyer’s Lock’) where John 
Samuel Hollyer worked for 61 
years.

The gravestone of Emily 
and John Samuel Hollyer 
at the parish church at 
Old Linslade, which 
records the latter’s 61 
years service with the 
Grand Junction Canal 
Company.



47

Thanks to the power of scanning the Internet, I found this 
group photograph of the 1907 Christian Endeavour 
Convention held at Douglas, on the Isle of Man.  Amongst 
those listed are a Mrs Hollyer and a Miss Hollyer.  Mrs 
Hollyer is clearly Grace Emily Hollyer, wife of William Perring 
Hollyer, the artist, while Miss Hollyer looks like Eva Hollyer, 
even though she was by then Mrs Hollyer, having married 
her cousin. However, it’s just possible that is was one of the 
other daughters: compare with the cover photograph and 
decide for yourself.

Found
on the 
Web...

The Hollyer Art Gallery
The web based Hollyer Art Gallery at 
www.hollyer.org.uk continues to grow and the number 
of featured artists also.  I have included images found 
on the web itself (often via auction and sale sites) as 
well as photos taken by owners of their pictures and 
sent to me to add to the site.  If you have any paintings, 
drawings or engravings not shown on the site, I’m 
always pleased to receive more. So far, all the featured 
artists are Hollyers - but surely there must have been 
some Hollier/Holyer artists too?

Above: Sleepy by Eva Hollyer. As with 
many of Eva’s similar works, it is likely that 
here sister Verna sat for this painting.

Right: At Lowscott, Berkshire by Maud 
Hollyer, sister to Eva.  Maud’s speciality 
was this kind of picture of rural cottages 
and houses.
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Eleanor Hollyer’s Photo Albums

In 1920, Frederick Hollyer, the 
eminent photographer gave 
his daughter Eleanor three 

albums with photographs of the 
many prominent people he had 
photographed on his Monday 
morning sittings.  These included 
famous artists, writers, 
politicians and aristocracy.  The 
three albums are now in the 
Victoria and Albert Museum. On 
one of her visits to London from 
the USA, Nancy Hollyer was able 
to photograph some of the album 
contents and a selection of these 
are shown on this page.

On the left is a photograph of 
Princess Louise, Marchioness of 
Lorne (1848-1939), one of Queen 
Victoria’s daughters.  

As well as photographing their paintings, many of the leading artists of 
the day were themselves the subject of Frederick Hollyer’s camera. 
Original platinum prints of his photographs now command high prices 
amongst collectors.

From left to right: Camille Pissaro, G.F. Watts and Edward Burne-Jones.
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Hollyers in the US 1880 census

Just as the 1881 census for the UK has been 
fully indexed and published on CDs, so too 
has the even larger 1880 census for the USA. 

It is interesting to see what Hollyer, Holyer and 
Hollier families can be found.

As expected there are many Holliers in Louisiana 
and other southern states that connect to the 
French Hollier family from Opelousas and originally 
Nantes in France.  Some of their black servants 
also took the Hollier name. I have found 17 families 
or individuals in the Opelousas/St Martin area of 
Louisiana and some I have been able to identify 
with Holliers on the Opelousas ‘tree’ that I have 
been able to construct. 

What of Hollyer and Holyer? 

As expected, the first three Hollyer families are the 
three sons of Samuel Hollyer the Engraver, who all 
emigrated to the USA in the 1850s.

In Boston, MA we find Alexander (Picture Frame 
Maker) and Maria, with their surviving children 
Samuel and Minnie (Mary). In Ridgefield, NJ are 
Samuel (Artist) and his second wife Madeline. At 
North Bergen, NJ are James (Cashier) and 
Frances with their 6 surviving children.

At Newark, Ohio are James and Ruth Hollyer, who 
are at present unknown. He was a 33 year old 
Machine Agent, born Ohio, but his father was born 
in Rhode Island.

At Green, IL, Louisa Hollyer was a 23 year old 
servant on a farm. While she was born in Illinois, 
her parents were both German.

Another farm servant was Rose Hollyer, 24, at 
Greene, NY. She was born in New York State but 
there is no record of her parents’ origins.

Rochester, NY was the home of Thomas & Jennie 
Holyer, their family of 7 and Thomas’s father 
George. Both Thomas and George were British 
born butchers and it is quickly evident that George 
& Mary Holyer of Woodchurch must have 
emigrated to the USA with their family sometime 
after 1849. It is not clear what happened to the 
other children. I wonder if any present day US 
Holyers descend from this Woodchurch family.

Acting as a House Keeper for a German farmer at 
Warren, Hermiker, NY was Hannah Holyer, 30, 
who was born, along with her parents, in Ireland. 

This is the first record I have found of the name 
Holyer from Ireland. One other servant in this 
household was Irish, but the rest were German.

At Troy, NY can be found Bessie Holyer, a 23 year 
old teacher living other teachers in the house of a 
minister. While she was born in NY State, her 
parents were both Canadian.

In Brooklyn, NY was the German widow Elizebeth 
Holyer and her 3 children. She and two of her 
children were tailors.

Also in Brooklyn was the 25 year old machinist 
Oscar Holyer from Prussia. Perhaps part of the 
same family?

In Valdosta, Georgia was Hanah Holyer, 57, a 
nurse living with the family of a Commercial 
Traveller. She had been born in Georgia, as had 
her father.

This engraving by Samuel Hollyer is one of many he 
made of prominent Americans in the 19th century. In the 
1880 census, Samuel was at Ridgefield, New Jersey and 
described himself as an Artist.

~~~
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There were two Holyer families living in Elizabeth 
City, Virginia. The first was William (a Store-Clerk), 
his wife Susan and his parents Robert and Jane, 
all born in VA. The second family was Robert 
Holyer (Farmer), his wife Harriet and their 3 
children. There was also a 75 year old Abram 
Hollier elsewhere in Elizabeth City.  I’m fairly sure 
that these are all descendants of an early Hollier 
family in Elizabeth City VA. The earliest records 
are of a Simon Hollier, or more likely two Simon 
Holliers, father and son, who held a number of 
important posts in Elizabeth City County. There 
was a Simon Hollier, overseer, who was a 
beneficiary in the Will of Edmund Sweeney of 
1697. A Simon Hollier was made a Justice of the 
Peace in 1714 and Sheriff in 1715. He was a 
Burgess 1727-1784. A Simon Hollier was Captain 
of the Militia in Elizabeth City and fought in the 
Revolution of 1776. Simon Hollier was noted as 
owning 200 acres in the County.

But back to 1880. At Snohomish City, Washington 
State we find a widow S.E. Holyer and her 
daughter Josie Holyer. While the 11 year Josie is 
shown as being born in Colorado, I believe she 
may actually be the Josie Holyer who I found was 
born 20th mar 1869 in Pennsylvania, the daughter 
of Watson Holyer and his wife Sidney née Wall. 
(An odd name for a woman!). They were married 
around 1868 in PA and Watson is said to have 
been born in Grampian, Clearfield Co, PA around 
1834. 

As with the 1881 UK index, there are probably 
other Hollyers waiting to be found whose names 
were mis-transcribed. For example, where was the 
other Watson Holyer who at 65 committed suicide 
in Salida, Colorado in 1893? With a wife called 
Missouri, they ought to be easy to find! With more 
and more of the US censuses becoming available 
online (but at a price), there is scope for a lot more 
research on the US families.

Samuel Hollyer’s engraving artistry

Samuel Hollyer (1826-1919) was a prominent American 
engraver, though born in England.  He did a lot of work 
for publications, taking other people’s artwork and 

creating engravings that could be published.

On the left is “Hortense”, an engraving of a Jules 
Champagne painting published in the THE COURT OF 
NAPOLEON or, Society Under the First Empire with 
Portraits of its Beauties, Wits, and Heroines by Frank B. 
Goodrich, 1864.

When 
reproduced 
here in 
miniature, it is 
not possible to 
appreciate the 
work that an 
engraver will 
have performed 
to achieve this. 
Below is a close 
up which shows 
the degree of 
detail in such 
engravings.
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The Distribution of the names Hollyer, Holyer and Hollier

Hollier has always been the most common form of spelling amongst the three, but have the relative 
proportions changed over time? Where are the names most common?

The following shows the numbers and proportions of the three names as taken from the indexes of 
Births, Marriages and Deaths during the 19th century (1837-1899).

Another view from the 19th century can be gleaned from the comprehensive index to the 1881 census. 
This shows:-

There is a degree of error in the foregoing data, as I have 
not made all the corrections that one might, where 
Hollyer is recorded as Holyer or vice versa.

Present day distribution can be determined from the Electoral Roll and the Telephone Directory. Both 
are imperfect, especially the telephone directory, due to the varying numbers of ex-directory 
subscribers.

Name Births Marriages Deaths

No % No % No %

Hollier 1026 73 569 79 647 75

Hollyer 238 17 98 14 149 17

Holyer 137 10 56 8 61 7

Total 1401 723 857

Name Number %

Hollier 613 77

Hollyer 110 14

Holyer 73 9

Total 796

Electoral Roll

Name Number %

Hollier 605 69

Hollyer 150 17

Holyer 117 13

Total 872

Telephone Directory

Name Number %

Hollier 205 71

Hollyer 36 12

Holyer 47 16

Total 289
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This suggests that the relative proportions of the three names have remained broadly the same, but 
Hollyer and especially Holyer seem to have increased during the 20th century. Holyer seems to have 
grown in comparison with Hollyer, reversing the 19th century trend for Holyers to take the name 
Hollyer.

Of interest from the Telephone Directory is the geographic distribution. The two most populated 
modern counties for Hollier are West Midlands (16%) and Avon (9%).  This shows the traditional 
heartland of Birmingham and nearby places remains strong, as does Bristol and the surrounding part 
of old Somerset.

For Hollyer, the two strongest counties are Kent (39%) and Middlesex (11%), while for Holyer they 
are Kent (30%) and East Sussex (15%).  Thus my own old Kent Holyer/Hollyer family dominates.

During my early research on the Hollyers, I 
discovered that two Hollyers had died in the 
Great War, both sailors. One was my Great 

Uncle George, while the other was Henry Arthur 
Hollyer whom I later discovered was the son of 
Matthew George Hollyer, a Carpenter and his wife 
Ann (née Ingle). He was one of their 13 children, 
part of the "City Hollyers", that group of Hollyers 
originally Glaziers and Painters at Warwick Lane in 
the City, many of whose descendants were 
carpenters, builders and plumbers. The GRO 
death indexes for WW1 suggested that Henry was 
serving on HMS Pembroke, while the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission quotes 
the Indomitable. Neither source, however, gives a 
clue to suggest anything other than that he died on 
active service. In fact, as the following article 
shows, he was murdered while on shore leave. 
Here is the story.

Death of a Sailor

On Wednesday, June 20th, 1917, while 
World War One was still raging across the 
battered continent of Europe and men 

were dying in their tens of thousands, four petty 
officers serving in the Royal Navy took some well 
earned shore leave in Newcastle upon Tyne.

Arriving in the city at around 6.00pm, Alfred 
Gough, along with officers Birling, Grant and 
McDonald eventually found themselves in the 
Mechanic's Arms in Temple Street some time 
before 8.30pm and it was there that they met up 
with two women; Sarah Shearer and Isabella 
Caroline Smith, a married woman whose husband 
was a soldier serving in France. Later that same 
night, another woman, 26-year-old Ruby Wright, 
came into the public house, along with Margaret 

Brown, who preferred to be known by the name of 
Muriel. These two ladies joined the four petty 
officers and just a few minutes later, another sailor 
on leave; 27-year-old Henry Arthur Hollyer, arrived 
at the Mechanic's Arms and joined the happy group.

Closing time duly arrived and Ruby Wright, who 
lived nearby suggested that they all return to her 
house where they could have more to drink and 
maybe enjoy a sing-song. By 10.30pm the five 
sailors and the four women were at Ruby's The 
party had been in full swing for about an hour when 
another two men arrived, both of whom were 
civilians. One of these men, a 29-year-old who 
called himself William James Thompson, but 
whose real name was William Cavanagh, was 
introduced as Ruby's husband while the other, 
James Innes, was said to be a close friend of his. 
Ruby produced a bottle of whisky and as the night 
wore on, songs were sung, jokes were told and 
everyone seemed to be having a good time. It was 
then, at around midnight, that one of the ladies 
made a remark aimed at Cavanagh and Innes.

The Murder of Henry Arthur Hollyer

The gaol at Carliol Street, Newcastle where 
William Cavanagh was hanged for the 
murder of Henry Arthur Hollyer
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No one could be sure exactly what was said, but 
the indication was that they should be wearing 
khaki and fighting for their country in the trenches 
in France, just as these brave sailors were doing 
on the high seas. This argument was now taken up 
by a couple of the sailors and one of them, 
McDonald, said something to Innes which he 
found most objectionable. A full-scale argument 
began with Hollyer taking the part of his shipmate 
and Cavanagh joining forces with Innes.

Tempers were raised even higher and it appeared 
to be only a matter of time before fists began to fly. 
Sure enough, Cavanagh lashed out and struck 
Hollyer in the face, knocking him to the ground. 
After that, everything seemed to happen so 
quickly. Blows were exchanged between Innes 
and McDonald. Cavanagh drew out a knife when 
Gough tried to intervene and stabbed him in the 
face. Gough and some of the others then left the 
house and stood outside in the street but not 
before Cavanagh had turned around and stabbed 
Hollyer in the back.

The police were called and in due course, Acting 
Sergeant Daley arrived on the scene, to be 
followed soon afterwards by Inspector Wood. They 
found Henry Hollyer lying in the yard at the back of 
the house, apparently suffering from a number of 
stab wounds and bleeding badly. He was rushed 
to hospital, as were James Innes, Petty Officer 
McDonald and Alfred Gough. Later that same day, 
charges were preferred against William Cavanagh 
and Ruby Wright.

It was also June 21st when the first appearance at 
the Newcastle police court took place, before the 
Lord Mayor and Mr W .B. Ellis. Cavanagh, alias 
Thompson, was charged with wounding Leading 
Seaman Hollyer by stabbing him in the breast and 
back and with having unlawfully wounded Petty 
Officer Alfred Gough by stabbing him in the left 
cheek. Ruby Wright was charged with having 
assaulted Petty Officer Alfred Birling and Petty 
Officer Gough, by throwing bottles and glasses at 
them.

After the court heard evidence of what had taken 
place at West Street, the two defendants were 
remanded in custody for eight days. However, 
before those eight days had passed, on Monday, 
June 25th, Hollyer died from his wounds and 
Cavanagh was now charged with his murder. The 
inquest on Hollyer opened on June 26th, and was 
immediately adjourned until July 11th.

On June 27th, Cavanagh made his second 
appearance at the police court where evidence 

was given that he had been charged with murder 
at 10.20am on June 26th, after Hollyer had died at 
the Northern General Hospital. He was remanded 
to July 5th. At the hearing which opened on that 
date, it was revealed that James Innes, a 28-year-
old native of Edinburgh, had now also been 
charged. Innes initially faced a charge of 
assaulting Gough by kicking him in the right elbow, 
but the prosecutor, Edward Clarke, made it plain 
that both Ruby Wright arid James Innes would 
probably later be charged with being accessories, 
both before and after the murder, and might face 
even more serious charges once the case was 
prepared. A further remand was granted, this time 
to July 13th.

On July 11th, the inquest reopened at the New 
Infirmary, before the city coroner, Alfred Appleby. 
By now, both Cavanagh and Ruby Wright had 
obtained legal representation Cavanagh was 
defended by Mr TA.B. Forster, while Ruby was 
represented by Mr TH. Smirk. Most of the 
witnesses to the crime gave their evidence, but the 
hearing continued the following evening when the 
jury returned a verdict of wilful murder against 
Cavanagh who was then committed for trial. 
Meanwhile, the very next day, July 13th, 
Cavanagh, Innes and Wright, now all charged with 
murder, made their final appearance at the police 
court. Here it was decided that James Innes and 
Ruby Wright, would also stand in the dock with 
Cavanagh at the forthcoming assizes.

The trial took place at Newcastle before Mr Justice 
Salter, on November 12th, 1917. The case for the 
prosecution was put by Mr Edward Shortt, MP, and 
Mr E. Meynell. Cavanagh and Innes were both 
defended by Mr Charles Mellor while Ruby Wright 
was represented by Mr G.F. Mortimer. 

Another sketch of the Carliol Street Gaol
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At the very outset, Edward Shortt announced that 
the prosecution had examined the depositions 
very carefully and as a result had come to the 
conclusion that this was not a case where they had 
enough evidence against Ruby Wright and had 
decided therefore to offer no evidence against her. 
The judge now directed the jury to formally return 
a not guilty verdict against Ruby and she was then 
discharged, leaving Innes and Cavanagh to face 
the charge of wilful murder.

The four petty officers gave evidence of their 
meeting with the dead man, the four women and 
the events at West Street once Cavanagh and 
Innes had made their appearance. They stated 
that they had first visited the Express Hotel, 
opposite the Union Club in Westgate Road, before 
moving on to the Mechanic's Arms. Also, before 
they had arrived at West Street, they had called at 
a fish and chip shop in Blenheim Street. All four 
sailors denied that they were drunk, or that they 
had taken any drink back to West Street. They 
claimed that the only alcohol consumed there was 
a bottle of whisky which Ruby herself had 
produced and which must have been on the 
premises already.

Petty Officer Birling testified that he had seen 
Cavanagh deliberately stab Hollyer and that Ruby 
had thrown two glasses at him. McDonald 
described how Innes had struck him so hard that 
he had knocked some of his teeth out. Alfred 
Gough, though, went into much greater detail. He 
described how after the original remark about 
Cavanagh and Innes not being in uniform, 
McDonald had left the house. Innes had followed 
him into the street, where he assaulted him before 
returning to the group inside the house. Gough 
then saw Cavanagh strike Hollyer in the face and 
knock him down. Seeing that things were getting 
out of hand, Gough tried to cool things down, but 
when he tried to break up the fight, Cavanagh took 
out a penknife from his waistcoat pocket, pulled 
out the blade and stabbed him in the cheek. 
Hollyer was still lying on the floor and Gough saw 
Cavanagh deliberately stab him in the back with 
the same penknife. Innes then kicked Gough while 
Ruby was busy throwing glasses around the room 
at anyone within range. It was Gough, once he had 
staggered outside, who went to the police station 
and reported the matter to the officer on duty.

Inspector Wood reported how he had found a 
bloodstained penknife on a dressing table in the 
house. Blood was also found on the clothing worn 
by Cavanagh and Ruby Wright, although there 
was none found on those belonging to Innes. Next, 
medical evidence was given. Captain Armstrong of 

the RAMC had had Hollyer under his care in the 
hospital.. He reported that there were five wounds. 
Two were over the heart and one of these had 
actually penetrated that organ. A third wound was 
discovered in the left side of the neck while a fourth 
was some three inches above the liver. The final 
wound was in the back, just over the right kidney, 
and from the evidence which had been given by 
Gough, this was in all probability the first injury 
Cavanagh had inflicted, while Hollyer was lying 
face down on the floor.

Major Pybus had operated on Hollyer on June 
21st, when he had stitched the wound in the heart. 
Unfortunately, this had not saved his life and the 
cause of death was given as inflammation of the 
heart and lungs as a direct result of the various 
wounds which had been inflicted.

The time came for Ruby Wright, a barmaid, to give 
evidence. After the original fracas was over she 
had told Innes and Cavanagh to take Hollyer out 
into the yard. She had seen them pick the man up, 
at which point Innes struck him in the face. Once 
in the yard, Ruby saw Cavanagh striking 
repeatedly at Hollyer, although she could not see 
if he had anything in his hand at the time.

If this evidence was damning, Ruby made things 
somewhat better for both Innes and Cavanagh by 
explaining that they were not the only people there 
who had taken strong drink. Even in the 
Mechanic's Arms, the sailors were rather jolly and 
despite what they had said to the contrary, they 
had in fact brought four bottles of whisky with them 
to West Street, and all of this had been consumed 
at her house. By the time the fight started, 
everyone was intoxicated and it had been Hollyer 
who struck the first blow when he hit out at 
Cavanagh.

Neither Cavanagh nor Innes testified on their own 
behalf, preferring to rely on a plea that the killing 
had been accidental, during an affray. Having 
heard all the evidence, the jury came to the 
conclusion that James Innes was not guilty and he 
was discharged. Cavanagh, though, was not so 
fortunate and having been adjudged to be guilty as 
charged, was then sentenced to death, although 
the jury had recommended him to mercy. His 
appeal was heard on December 3rd, before 
Justices Darling, Avory and Sankey. The grounds 
were rather unique.

Cavanagh, it seems, had a police record and 
something of a reputation on the streets of 
Newcastle. He had, of course, been tried before a 
city of Newcastle jury and it was probable that 
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some or indeed all of the men on that jury would 
have known of Cavanagh's character. The defence 
also contended that the court could not accept the 
sailor's evidence as correct. They had suggested 
that they had used no bad language, were sober 
and had offered no violence but the defence found 
this impossible to accept. Further, the defence 
suggested that the civilians in this case had been 
enraged by insults against them and had merely 
defended their honour. As for the stabbing, 
Cavanagh had not even been aware that he had a 
knife in his hand as he had been drunk when he 
struck the blows. The knife itself was very small 
and, if anything, it was extraordinary that fatal 
wounds should have been inflicted.

In his reply, Mr Justice Avory stated that the trial 
judge had left the question of scrimmage in the 
most favourable light possible for the appellant. It 
was felt that there was no evidence to show that 
the jury would have been justified in reducing the 
charge to one of manslaughter because of 
provocation and the request of the defence to call 
Innes to give evidence must be refused. There was 
no reason why the appeal should hear the 
testimony of a witness who could have given 

evidence at the trial itself, but chose not to do so. 
As a result, Cavanagh's appeal was dismissed.

On December 15th, Messrs Bennett and 
Maddison, the solicitors who had acted for 
Cavanagh, received a letter from the Home Office, 
stating that the Home Secretary had failed to 
discover any grounds in the petition praying for a 
reprieve. The sentence would be carried out.

At 8.00am on the morning of Tuesday, December 
18th, 1917, William Cavanagh was hanged at 
Newcastle by Thomas Pierrepoint who was 
assisted by Robert Baxter. He walked firmly to the 
scaffold while a crowd of 50 or 60 people waited 
outside the prison in Carliol Square, waiting for the 
notice of execution to be posted on the gates. At 
the inquest later, Dr Hardcastle, the prison doctor, 
stated that Cavanagh was 5ft 3ins tall, weighed 
146 pounds and had been given a drop of 7ft 3ins 
inches. Death apparently had been instantaneous, 
which was more than could be said for his victim.

[Extract from Murderous Tyneside by John J. 
Eddleston]

Extracts from “The Times”

While on the subject of murder, this report in The Times for 22 February 1815 is of interest. So 
far, the identity of the victim is not known, though it is interesting to note that Henry Hollyer, head 
of the Lock-Keeper Hollyer family was married in Rotherhithe in 1811.

Union Hall - Attempt at Robbery & Murder. 

A most atrocious and daring attempt at robbery and murder on Saturday evening was made on person 
of Mr Hollyer clerk to Alderman Atkins in China Hall Fields, Rotherhithe. Mr H was proceeding 
just before dusk to Alderman's wharf as was his usual custom with money to pay the workmen, 

when he was crossing China Hall Fields a man in a sailor's dress came up to him and without any previous 
question or demand seized him and having thrown him down took a razor from his pocket and cut his throat 
in a most dreadful manner. Mr H struggled and put up his hands to save his throat and the villain cut his 
hands also. Mr H still struggled and succeeded in getting loose from the villain and ran towards some 
houses near the spot, the wretch followed vowing he would be the death of him but within 20 yards of 
houses he thought proper to make off. Mr H remains in a very dangerous state. One man has been 
apprehended by Collingborne on suspicion and examined before Mr Chambers but sufficient proof not 
being adduced to justify detaining him, he was discharged.

I have collected all the references to Hollyer etc from the Times Index on CD, but have not yet 
followed up all the stories.
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Tania Swift’s Photo Album
Left: Tania’s Great 
Grandfather, Richard John 
Holyer (b 1883) who deserted 
his wife Mabel and went to 
Australia, where he married 
again, only to disappear 
during WW1.

Right: Mabel and two 
daughters by her second 
marriage.

Far Left: Alfred Richard Holyer 
(1909-1992) second son of Richard 
& Mabel. 

Left: Alfred in later years.

Right: Alfred’s younger 
brother Reginald.

Far Left: John Richard Holyer 
(b.1940), Alfred’s youngest 
son and Tania’s father.

Near Left: Alfred’s three 
children: Charles Frederick 
Reginald (b.1937), Wendy 
(b.1938) and John Richard 
(b.1940)

See next page for 
photos of Richard 
John’s eldest son 
Ernest Edward



57

Joe Holyer’s Family Album

This is 
Ernest Edward 

Holyer (1907-
1989), eldest son of 

Richard John Holyer 
shown on the last page. 
He was a chef and 
married twice, having 4 
children by Gladys 
Adelaide Parker and 5 
by Joan Annie Booker. 
Joseph Kevin (Joe) 
Holyer is the 

youngest of his 
children.

Ernest Edward Holyer in 1985.

Joe Holyer (b.1959) who is a 
history teacher at Wokingham.

In demob suit, 1945
Margate about 1966

Jenny (standing left), Mum (Joan 
Annie, behind her), Me (Joe on 
donkey), Edwina (peering over my 
shoulder), Jon (behind Eddie), 
Mandy (standing right) and Dad 
(far right)



58

Owners of Land Return 1873
One of the more interesting sources for One Name Studies is the Owners of Land Return of 1873, 
which lists all owners of land over 1 acre.  It covers all of Britain, except Metropolitan London. There 
are not as many Holliers etc there as one might have expected, but most people in the 19th century 
didn’t even own their homes, let alone own an acre of land.  Below is what I found: the size is 
measured in Acres, Roods ( ¼ acre) and Poles (1/40 rood). The estimated rental value is in £ pounds 
and shillings (£ 1/20)

Note County Owner Abode Size Est. Rental
A R P £ s

1 Leics Execs of Elliot
Hollier

Mkt. Bosworth 92 2 31 170 18

2 Leics James Hollier Mkt. Bosworth 173 37 281 14
3 Leics Miss Hollier Leicester 2 2 37 16 7
4 Warks Mrs C. Hollier Gaydon 6 35 52 12
5 Warks Edward Hollier Wilnecote 1 3 32 25 10
6 Worcs Mrs Hollier Clent 16 17 83 4
7 Som Rev T. Hollier Priston 48 1 37 170 16
8 Som George Hollier Cheddar 1 3 19 7 5
8 Som George Hollier Draycott 1 1 4 1 7
9 Som Edward Hollier Cheddar 1 1 24 2 19
10 Som William Hollier Rodney Stoke 2 1 4 1 3
11 Oxon John Hollier Deddington 15 44
12 Oxon Joseph Hollier Barford St M. 106 1 26 238
12 Oxon Joseph Hollier Middle Barton 12 2 4 22
12 Oxon Joseph Hollier Steeple Barton 49 3 4 132 10
13 Sussex Henry Holyer Tunbridge Wells 5 3 27
14 Kent Elizabeth Holyer Old Romney 2 3 10 7

Notes

1. This land relates to the Elliot Hollier (1786-1866), one of several in this family bearing this 
name. His will was relatively modest, so his farming land formed the majority of his estate.

2. This James Hollier is probably the eldest son of Elliot above and appears to have taken over 
the main share of his father’s land.

3. I do not know who this Miss Hollier is. She may be Elliot’s daughter Sarah Ann.
4. This is Charlotte Hollier (c1807-1876), widow of Moses Hollier (c1797-1848). She was the 

publican at the Gaydon Inn, Southam.
5. Wilnecote is close to Tamworth. Although there were plenty of Holliers born in this area, I 

haven’t so far been able to identify who this Edward might be.
6. This is Sarah Hollier (née Durant), the second wife of Henry John Hollier, the solicitor and son 

of Henry Hollier (junior) of Cardiff. Sarah was probably a land owner when she married. The 
land at Clent was probably Clent Grange, where she was living in 1881 – though Henry John 
was in his own house ‘Oaklands’ in Aberdare. When she died in 1884, she left over £1000, but 
the executor wasn’t her husband – who had acted as Executor for many of this family’s wills – 
but a Rev William Durant.

7. This is the Rev Thomas Henry Hollier of Priston, brother to Henry John Hollier mentioned 
above. This land didn’t come with the ‘living’ at Priston, but seems likely to have come via his 
mother Mary Ann Hollier (née Babbage) sister of the famous Charles Babbage. In the 1871 
census she was shown as living with Thomas and her occupation was shown as “Funded 
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Property” meaning she kept herself from land rents. The land may however have been in 
Thomas’s name for inheritance reasons. Mary Ann died in 1878.

8. This is George Hollier (1816-1896) who in the 1871 census described himself as a Market 
Gardener with 5 acres.

9. I haven’t been able to identify this Edward Hollier, but it may be Edwin Hollier, son of George 
Hollier, above.

10. There are a couple of William Holliers amongst the many Somerset Hollier families but as they 
both seem to be Agricultural Labourers, it’s not clear who this owner may be.

11. John Hollier (1825-1903), farmer at Deddington, was one of many John Holliers who farmed 
there down the centuries.

12. Joseph Hollier (1815-1891) was a far more substantial landowner. In the 1881 census he says 
that he farmed 206 acres. But he later sold up and almost all his family emigrated to New 
Zealand and farmed there for many years. 

13. This is Henry Holyer, butcher of Tunbridge Wells, who retailed from his shop in The Pantiles, 
but probably used his land for raising his own stock.

14. Elizabeth Holyer (1815-1906), widow of Richard Holyer (1805-1842), who was a dairy farmer 
on the Romney Marshes at Brenzett.

Captain Walter Hollyer (1853-1924)
 more information

In the last volume, I wrote extensively about the enigmatic 
Walter Hollyer.  Born in 1853, the son of William Josiah 
Hollyer and Sophia Taylor, he married Florence Godley in 

1869, deserted her by joining the army and spending the next 11 
years in India. There he married again to Rose Ann Rielly and 
ultimately had a large family of 15 children.  

Since that time, Jacqueline Hollyer Regina from Gananoque, 
Ontario, Canada, a great grandaughter of Walter’s, made 
contact and told me more about Walter.  She said he was 
brought up by his Uncle William Taylor and at one time lived in 
the Wellington Arch in London. This sounded most odd, but 
turned out to be true - that is where the 7 year old Walter was 
found in the 1861 census.  He was educated at St Mark’s 
College, Fulham.  

Rose Ann Rielly (they always knew it as Riley) was an orphan, 
her parents have been killed in an Indian uprising. She was just 
15 when she married Walter. During 
his time in India, Walter was with Lord 
Roberts in the great march to 
Kandahar. 

After his army career had finished, he 
became private secretary to Colonel 
Hay Drummond, who lived at Cromlix 
House, near Dunblane in Scotland. He 
himself lived at Auchinlay Cottage. He 
was responsible for the management 
of his farm and estate. Later, Walter 
and Rose Ann retired to Surrey.

Jacquie also supplied much 
information on Walter’s descendants.

Above: Walter in his dress 
uniform.

Right: Walter in later life.
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Memories of the Isle of Wight
There are many families with the name Hollier or Hollyer who lived on the Isle of Wight.  In centuries 
past they may have had a common root and may also be connected with the early Hollyers just across 
the Solent in the New Forest area of Hampshire.  Here is the story of just one family, that used both the 
Hollier and Hollyer spellings, written by Suzanne Maitland-Wood (with some additional material from 
my records).

From the hills to the north west of Newport 
you get a magnificent view, best seen 
from the top of a Vectis double decker 

bus, stretching almost from Yarmouth to Cowes 
with the glint of the Solent on a fine day. The 
villages have changed little over the last 
hundred years. I’ve learnt to freshly appreciate 
this part of the island, travelling via Wight Link 
from Lymington’s mud flats with the hills of the 
island ever closer in front of me. Being brought 
up in the south of the island we tended to travel 
via Portsmouth. The Hollyer’s and the Jones’ 
came from this part of the Wight.

Shalfleet dates back to Saxon times and takes 
its name from the old English ‘sceald’ and ‘fleot’ 
meaning ‘a narrow creek’. The creek was to the 
north and flows into the stream Caul Bourne. 
Calbourne also dates back to the Saxons, from 
the old English ‘cawel’ and ‘burna’ meaning ‘a 
stream where sea-cabbage/sea-kale could be 
found’. It’s a pity Arthur didn’t keep the Saxons 
off the island, still, they can’t have been all that 
bad all the time. Richard Hollyer after all would 
have been descended from them.

Richard Hollier was born in Shalfleet on the Isle 
of Wight about 1774 and was baptised on 11th 
May of that year. He was the 3rd child of Richard 
Hollier (1738-1814) and his wife Mary (née 
Mew). The son Richard became a farm 
labourer, like so many others in this rural 
location. Richard must have married around 
1810 and had 3 children: William, James and 
Anne. Anne married Isaac Stallard in 1843.

In the 1851 census Richard’s son William 
Hollier was living in South Chale. William was 
born c1811 in Shalfleet. His wife Mary Willstead 
was born 1816 and was from Chale, where they 
married in 1837. In 1851 they had four children, 
all born in Chale, and grandad Richard aged 80 
was living with them. Few labourers were able 
to maintain themselves in old age and faced the 
grim shadow of the workhouse. It is comforting 
to see there is evidence of the Holliers taking in 
their aged parents to live with them. It’s not 

worth thinking about how crowded it was 
though. Of the children their daughter Emma 
born 1840, daughter Sarah born 1842, daughter 
Lucy born 1844, and a son William born 1850. 

Another daughter, Elizabeth was born in 1857 
and this can be deduced from the 1881 census 
where there was a William Hollier living in Chale 
Road, Chale, Isle of Wight. William was aged 
30, unmarried, born in Chale and his occupation 
was as a farm labourer. Living with him as a 
domestic housekeeper was his sister Elizabeth 
Hollier aged 24, also unmarried, and born in 
Chale.

My grandad had a copy of the classic book 
'Back of the Wight' by Fred Mew, and in one 
particular chapter (Will Hollier page 71) the Will 
Hollier mentioned is the William Hollier (1850-
1933) from this family.

"In an earlier chapter of this book I mention the 
name of Will Hollier. To my great regret, Will has 
just passed over at the great age of 83, and I wish to 
pay tribute to one of the quietest, kindest, and most 
inoffensive friends it was ever my privilege to know. 
"Old Will," as he was affectionately called, was a 
lifelong inhabitant of Chale, and, although 
essentially a farm labourer, yet he had an intense 
love of the sea in all its moods as long as he was not 
on it, for he was no sailor. He had a marvellous 
memory, and up to his death he would talk of wrecks, 
mackerel fishing, or smugglers from the time he was 
five years old. He was associated with the Ladder 
gang of mackerel catchers, and was look-out man. It 
was a sight to be remembered to see Will perched 
high on the cliffs when shoals of fish were about, and 
as he always wore a white smock, it was easy to 
follow his movements. The nearer the fish came to 
shore the more agitated he got, and when you saw 
him begin waving his hat, well, it meant things were 
moving ! Brought up in the days when shore scenes 
could not be talked about, he retained that secrecy to 
the end except to his friends, and many a pleasant 
hour have I spent in conversation with him over 
those bygone days. For many years he resided at 
Chale Green, cared for by Mr and Mrs Harry 
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Draper, and he passed over on April 25th, 1933, 
little known outside the parish but dearly loved by 
us, his friends."

William’s younger brother James Hollyer was 
born c1812 in Shalfleet, and also a labourer like 
his father. Prior to 1847 he was living in the 
parish of Whippingham where he met a girl 
named Elizabeth Jones. They were married in 
Whippingham on 20th March 1847.

James and Elizabeth Hollyer had four girls and 
one boy and lived on an estate named ‘Primers’ 
in the parish of Whippingham. Fanny was the 
eldest and was born in 1848, Emily was born in 
1850, James in 1852, Lucy in 1854 and finally 
Harriet in 1856, all in Whippingham. 

In 1881 Elizabeth Hollier was living at Six 
Cottages in Whippingham. Elizabeth was aged 
62, born in Calbourne, a widow and a 
Annuitant. Living with her was her son James, 
aged 28, born in Whippingham, an agricultural 
labourer.

Also in 1881, on a separate page of residents 
of Six Cottages in Whippingham, is Emily Craig 
aged 30, born in Whippingham, a mother, her 
occupation being domestic employment. Also 
living with her was her daughter Louisa, aged 5, 
born in Portland, Dorset, a scholar; and a 
daughter Ada, aged 2, born in Whippingham, 
Isle of Wight. Emily was James & Elizabeth’s 
second daughter, having married a Mr Craig in 
1874.  As Emily was not a widow like her 
mother I wonder where her husband was, at 
sea, and why she went to Dorset, only to return 
to Whippingham; to be with her mother ?

In 1879, the eldest daughter Fanny had married 
John Brown and in 1881 they are living at 
Shamblers, Whippingham. Husband John 
Brown was aged 40, born in Waterford, Ireland, 
occupation being Farm Labourer. His wife 
Fanny was aged 33, born in Whippingham. 
Daughter Maude Mary was aged 1, born in 
Whippingham. Also living with them, confirming 
the Hollier connection, was Alice Miriam Hollier, 
aged 10, born in Wootton, their neice. It is not 
known who Alice’s parents were. 

The youngest daughter was, in 1881, living at 
10 Brunswick Terrace, New Road, Portsea, 
Hampshire. The head of household was Amelia 
Leech, aged 50, born in London, Middlesex, an 

Annuitant. Harriet is aged 24, unmarried, born 
in Whippingham, occupation being a general 
domestic servant.

When the remaining daughter Lucy Hollier was 
19 years old she married John Greenham a 21 
year old labourer on 27th June 1874 in 
Whippingham parish church.

In 1881 Lucy Greenham (née Hollier) was living 
in Wootton Bridge. Husband John Greenham 
was aged 28, born in Blackwater, occupation 
being general labourer. Lucy was aged 26, born 
in Whippingham. Daughter Mildred was aged 6, 
born in Wootton Bridge, a scholar. Daughter 
Florence was aged 5, born in Wootton Bridge, 
a scholar. Daughter Nettie was aged 3, born in 
Wootton Bridge. Son Austin was aged 2, born 
in Wootton Bridge. Daughter Alberta was aged 
7 months, born in Wootton Bridge.

They went to live in ‘The Lane’ Wootton Bridge 
and had 12 children; Mildred Louisa, Florence 
Emma, Netty Frances, Austin William, Alberta 
Rose, Albert Edward, Amy Beatrice, Kathleen 
Annie, John, Ada Mary, Arthur John, and Alice. 
Alice is possibly verbally transposed from the 
Westmore children.

I have a photo of Lucy and John taken probably 
by Netty or her husband in the 1920’s/1930’s: a 
lovely rustic reminder of days past, brimming 
with warmth. They are two characters that 
come alive somehow, and I feel as if I know 
them.
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Cameron Hollyer 1926-2000
In 2000, we lost one of the true characters in the Hollyer family of modern times.  Many obituaries 
appeared in the newspapers and the Internet. This one appeared in the Toronto Star.

C. Hollyer, 73, 
rare book sleuth
Librarian a hero to fans of 
Sherlock Holmes

BY ALISON BLACKDUCK 
STAFF REPORTER

In the world of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and all 
things related to his most famous creation, Sherlock 
Holmes, Cameron Hollyer was a star. 

For Holmes fans, at least, Mr. Hollyer's work as a 
rare books sleuth turned Toronto into more than just the 
place where Sir Henry Baskerville's boots were made.

Mr. Hollyer died last week, a little more than 30 
years after he endeared himself to mystery lovers by 
discovering the seeds of the Metro Reference Library's 
storied Arthur Conan Doyle Collection languishing in a 
rare bookshop - and buying the lot.

Mr. Hollyer was a long-serving librarian at the 
library. 

Doyle, the father of the modern mystery novel, 
might have addressed Mr. Hollyer's demise thusly:

"Mr. Cameron Hollyer, who is remembered by his 
son Greg as a deep thinker who liked to read heavy 
tomes in the mornings, even upon those frequent 
occasions during Greg's childhood when Mr. Hollyer's 
long-haired calico cat Popcorn would lash out at his 
heels as he made his way down the stairs and to the 
drawing room, died June 4 - one day short of his 74th 
birthday.

"Mr. Hollyer's career as the founder and curator of 
the world-renowned Arthur Conan Doyle collection at 
the Metro Toronto Reference Library was brilliant. His 
was a lasting gift to Torontonians and bibliophiles 
around the world."

His daughter, Mary-Beth Hollyer, put it more 
simply.

"He was," she said, “the best friend I ever had.”
"He was a true gentleman:" 
In 1969, serendipity led Mr. Hollyer and his 

colleague Elizabeth Perry to begin work on the Arthur 
Conan Doyle Collection. While browsing in a rare book 
shop, they came upon 500 Doyle titles. At $2 a, book, 
they insisted the library spend the $1,000, and so 

created the nucleus of the world's largest collection of 
Doyle's writing.

Born in. Buffalo, N.Y., in 1926, Mr. Hollyer was 
raised by a family of artists and journalists. His. father, 
Gordon, was a star court reporter for the Buffalo 
Evening News; his mother, Bethia, one of the fist 
female journalists in the United States.

Mr. Hollyer's lineage included a grandfather 
commissioned to paint portraits of two prime ministers, 
Sir John A. Macdonald and Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

His keen intellect attracted the attention of a special 
U.S. Army unit during World World lI, and he ended up 
serving in occupied Germany.

Two of Mr. Hollyer's former colleagues and dear 
friends from the library, Dennis Joyes and Richard 
Strelling, recounted an anecdote Mr. Hollyer delighted 
in telling.

It seems that Mr. Hollyer was manning an army 
switchboard while also cooking pancakes and, through 
some bizarre occurrence, managed to set the 
switchboard afire.

Communication with army headquarters was 
disrupted for some time, and, as Mr. Hollyer told it, his 
superiors' faith in him was never truly regained.

But no matter, really, as his agile mind landed him 
a spot in the anthropology department of Harvard 
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University in 1947. There, his passion for American 
literature was sparked.

After earning a master's degree in literature at the 
State University of New York at Buffalo in 1956, Mr. 
Hollyer came to Toronto, where he found his life's work 
and his true love.

He completed a graduate degree in library studies at 
the University of Toronto in 1959 and soon began 
working at the reference library. That year, he met 
Mary at a library party. They wed in 1960 and had three 
children: Mary-Beth, Greg and Martin. Mary died of 
cancer in 1984.

The passion and generosity that distinguished Mr. 
Hollyer's life were given freely and lovingly to the 
collection for 22 years, until his 1991 retirement.

Always in demand as an orator and writer of verse, 
Mr Hollyer quoted Shakespeare and penned lines 
inspired by T.S Eliot for his retirement speech:

"The setting sun and the music at the close
As the last taste of sweets, is sweetest last
Writ in remembrance more than things past
Like Sherlock Holmes I plan 
To return, although more briefly 
…But whatever happens I shall keep the bottoms of 
my trousers rolled, and if I spot any mermaids I 
will let you know."

A celebration of Mr. Hollyer's life will be held at 
6:30 p.m. June 19, at St. John's Norway Anglican 
Church, 470 Woodbine Ave.

A Moment in Time
There is a story I recall from my childhood. I 

was told that everyone with the Hollyer 
name is related and that my grandfather, 

Henry James Rasbury “Bob” Hollyer 
demonstrated this ‘fact’ by phoning up every 
Hollyer in the London Telephone Directory and 
asking those called what their family ancestry was.  
As a child, I believed this story.  Once I started 
seriously studying the Hollyer name, it became 
clear that it is not one family at all.  Recently, I was 
able to photograph the Hollyer entries for the 
London Telephone Directory for 1939 and this is 
what I found.

So who are these people and what would they have said about their ancestry, had they known then 
what we know now?  

A.C. Hollyer of Streatham - this is Adrian Cecil (1883-
1955), the brother of my great grandfather.
Hollyer Bros, Motor Builders of Ponders End - my 
grandfather, “Bob” Hollyer (1896-1973) and his 
brothers Bert (1894-1958) and Wally (1901-1973)
C.T. Hollyer of Streatham - Cecil Thomas (1910-
1976), Adrian Cecil’s son and a shopfitter & builder.
Madame Ethel M. Hollyer of Kew - Ethel Maud, 
daughter of Charles Greig Hollyer, who was brother to 
my Gt Gt Grandfather George Hollyer. Don’t know why 
she describes herself as ’Madame’. This listing 
suggests her marriage of 1904 did not last.
F. Hollyer of Walthamstow was Frank Hollyer (1892-
1967), a Company Director and descendant from the 
“City Hollyers” - so not related to me! The Forest Road 
address is where his father Richard died in 1918.
F.E. Hollyer of St Margarets was Frederic Edward 
Hollyer (1857-1943), Jeweller and part of the Lock-
keeper Hollyer family. This address is where he made 
his will, but he died, where he was born, in Braunston.
H.W Hollyer of Upminster. Henry William Hollyer 
(1897-1962) from the City Hollyers.

J.H. Hollyer of the “Crooked Billet”, Chingford was 
John Hartley Hollyer (1884-1969), a publican, from the 
City Hollyers.
Lawrence J Hollyer of Sanderstead, was Lawrence 
John (1907-1968), a member of the London Stock 
Exchange. He emigrated to Australia in 1952 and died 
in a car accident in Melbourne. He was the only son of 
Montague Robert Hollyer and a descendant of the 
Coventry Hollyers.
R.A. Hollyer of Walthamstow was Richard Alfred 
Hollyer (1894-1987), brother of Frank Hollyer, see 
above. He was still at the same address when he died 
in 1987.
W.B. Hollyer of Walthamstow was William Benjamin 
Hollyer (1890-1961), and brother to Richard Alfred and 
Frank.
Mrs W.G. Hollyer of Roehampton (Putney) is not easy 
to identify. She may be Jone, wife of William George 
(1885-1944), son of Captain Walter and Rose Ann 
Hollyer, part of my group of Hollyers.
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• Jose Crump responded to my enquiry about her interest in 
the Hollier/Spencer family of Stourbridge.

• Carole Child also responded concerning her branch of the 
Sydenham Holliers.

• Kim Cannon from Freemantle responded about her 
Somerset Hollier connection.

• Lindsay Powell contacted concerning her family which 
descends from John Hartley Hollyer.

• Melanie Winterbotham wrote concerning the Westbrook/
Hollyer family at Bisham, Berks.

• Jackie Hollyer, daughter of Philip & Elaine, enquiring about 
her place in the Gregory Hollyer family.

• Her brother Mark also made contact.
• John B Hollyer, Test Pilot, son of Richard Samuel Hollyer 

wrote prior to a visit to the UK.

• John Conover from San Diego enquiring about Holliers in 
the Isle of Wight.

• Michael Wood, a professional genealogist enquiring about a 
Hollyer/Allen connection, which turned out to link to the 
Hollyers at Shinfield, Berks.

• Steve Hollier who has down much research on the Holliers 
of Axbridge and provided a good deal of new data.

• Geoffrey Kernan concerning the “Elliott Hollier” family.

• Tony Palmer, descended from the Holliers from Moreton on 
the Marsh.

• Joy Porteous, like Anthony Gerada, part of the Holyer family 
descended from Elvira Holyer.

• Ross Hillier enquiring if there are links to the Hillyer and 
Hillier names.

• Victor Luce making a similar enquiry about Hellyer and 
Helyer.

• Bill Price from Cape Cod from the Sydenham Holliers.

Diary of a One Name Study

Working on a One Name Study comprises three forms of activity:  Collection, Analysis and 
Dissemination.  Collection includes work collecting data at Record Offices, scanning the 
Internet for new information and entering into databases and linked trees.  Analysis includes 

fitting data into families and working out the next lines of research.  Dissemination includes advertising 
the One Name Study, publishing the web site, writing booklets like this one and above all, responding 
to incoming correspondence which these days is mainly E Mail.  Some contacts are quickly dealt with, 
while others can lead to extended correspondence over many months with associated research into 
an individual’s family ancestry. In some cases, I have been able to put people in touch with distant 
cousins in their own family who have previously made contact. 

This is a diary of correspondence from new contacts since the last booklet was written in 1998.  It 
does not include ongoing correspondence with existing contacts or those enquiring only about Hollyer 
art-work.  

May 1998

June 1998

October 1998

December 1998

August 1998

November 1998
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• Kerry Ann Hollier from the Sharnford Holliers.
• Joan Klopke concerning the Deddington Holliers.

• Gary Bywater, another enquiry about the Sydenham 
Holliers.

• Adrienne Hollier, descended from the Holliers of Louisiana.
• Gene Hollier, another of the Louisiana Holliers.
• Pamela Eagles concerning the “Till Hollier” family from Kent.

• Janine Hollier from nearby Hatfield enquiring about the 
Hollier family.

• Doug and Elizabeth Fisher (née Hollyer) relatives of mine 
from the family of Charles Stanley Hollyer

• Sharon (“Cookie B”) linked to Ollier and Hollier in Southern 
USA

• Andy Holyer, son of the later Harry Holyer the previous 
organiser of the One Name Study.

• John Moore, researching the ancestry of a Charles Hollier 
for a friend.  This line was finally linked to Oxfordshire 
Holliers, via Buckinghamshire and Kent.

• Tania Swift from Canada, who provided much data on the 
descendants of the Ramsgate Holyers.

• John Hollyer, youngest son of Charles Stanley Hollyer
• Kathleen Hamer, granddaughter of William Stanley Hollyer, 

son of William Perring Hollyer

• Margaret Simpson concerning the Holliers from Burnham 
Abbey, which may be linked with the Deddington Holliers 
from Oxfordshire

• Tricia Hollyer, another member of the Charles Stanley 
Hollyer family

• Margaret Hollyer, granddaughter of Hilda, widow of Daniel 
Hollyer, ship captain.

• Jacqueline Hollyer Regina, descendant of the Army 
Quartermaster Walter Hollyer, who provided a good deal of 
new information and photos on this family.

• Teresa Oliver, another enquiry about the Louisiana Holliers.
• Errol Thorn, who provided information on the Hulyer family 

of Cambridgeshire.
• Patricia Whittle, granddaughter of Philip Holyer, whose 

family emigrated to Australia.

• Alan Campbell whose line descends from the Kent Holyers, 
Elizabeth Holyer & John Homewood.

• Ruth Longville enquiring about a Hollier family from West 
Bromwich, which turned out to originate from Stretton on 
Fosse.

• Chuck and Anita Lewis whose Hollier/Lewis ancestors were 
part of the Somerset Holliers. I later met them on a visit to 
London.

February 1999

March 1999

April 1999

May 1999

June 1999

July 1999

August 1999

January 1999

September 1999
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• Anthony Hollyer who descends from the Kent Holyers, in 
particular Moses Morris Holyer. Tony is seeking information 
on his grandmother Lily Kathleen Hollyer who ‘disappeared’ 
in the 1920s.  Tony has helped the One Name Study by 
writing to present day Kent Hollyers and Holyers.

• John Holyer, son of Charles & Veronica Holyer, descendant 
of the Ramsgate Holyers.

• Nigel Hollier, son of Thomas, a Hollier family from 
Birmingham.

• Josee Hollyer from Australia

• Graeme Fisher from the Sydenham Holliers who moved 
from Australia to New Zealand.

• Amanda Hollier, who was doing a school project on family 
history.

• Judith Lawrence, who descends from the Woodland/Holyer 
marriage of 1816.

• Chrissie Cannon trying to find out about a Hugh Hollier from 
Berkshire in 1668.

• Mike Dryden from the Townsend/Hollier family from 
Brooklyn.

• Ann Hurst, enquiring about any connections with the Hallier 
family of Wickwar.

• Mike Hollier, who has done a great deal of research on the 
Louisiana Holliers.

• Briana Jackson, concerning the Louisiana Holliers.
• Mike Olier, who may also be connected to the Louisiana 

Holliers.
• Crystal Calbreath, granddaughter of Winthrop Ansley 

Hollyer 
• Mark Hulyer, concerning the Hulyer family of 

Cambridgeshire – also Denise Dawson about the same 
family.

• Mel Hollier from Alberta who said she had Welsh Hollier 
ancestry.

• Mike Strudwick about the Sarah Holyer/William Balkham 
marriage of 1854.

• Edna Aron from Australia – another enquiry about the 
Sydenham Holliers.

• Martin Pearson enquiring about David Fortnam who married 
Ann Hollier

• Caroline Sleigh and Gail Johnson asking about the Rooke 
family who married into the Hollyer family.

• Jo Foster asking about Henry Bruce Hollier born c1832.
• Gordon Clark relating to Walter Holyer and his wife 

Elizabeth Jarvis.
• Helen Hair enquiring about the Birmingham Hollier/Spencer 

family.

• Peter Gainsborough who descends from the Eden Hollier/
Ann Ward family from Australia, part of the Sydenham 
Holliers.

October 1999

November 1999

December 1999

April 2000

January 2000

February 2000

March 2000
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• Sarah Bradley whose great grandmother was Alice Mary 
Holyer, eldest daughter of Moses Morris Holyer.

• Lesley Wynne-Davis, another One-Namer giving some 
information about a soldier, William Hollier, 1792-1804.

• Charles Hollier, another Louisiana Holliers.
• Michael Ball, from the Sydenham Holliers.
• Vivien Godfrey from the New Zealand branch of the 

Sydenham Holliers.
• Lindsay McKirdy, yet another researcher of the Sydenham 

Holliers.
• Celia Heritage asking about a Zachariah Hollier who married 

in Eatington, Warks.
• Sue Rand, interested in the Holliers of Hempton and 

Deddington, Oxfordshire.
• Gary Hollier, yet another New Zealand Hollier.
• Bonnie seeking connections to William Holyer of 

Kennardington.
• Paula researching the family of John Westbrook and Ann 

Hollier who married in Bisham, Berks.
• Tracy Holyer, living in Holland, who is part of the Holyer 

branch in Hastings

• Don Knibbs, providing information about a Knibbs marriage 
to Elizabeth Hollier in Deddington.

• Jean Hoyler asking about any connection with Holyer.
• Michael O’Neill, from Australia, another enquirer about the 

Hollyer family from Bisham.
• Kirk and Louise Hollier, enquiring about Holliers in Lambeth.

• Kelly Knowles, another descendant of Walter Hollyer, the 
army quartermaster.

• Mick Hollyer from New Zealand, providing new background 
on his father Richard Norton Hollyer.

• Barry Holyer of Ontario, one of the descendants of Jabez 
Holyer.

• Les Collins, who provided a lot of information about the 
Eden Hollier family from Sydenham, after his early death.

• Dave Bell asking about the Somerset Holliers at Wrington.

• Joe Hollier from USA asking about the “Hollier Crest”
• Gwen Hollier Perdue of Tennessee whose Hollier ancestry 

seems, for once, not to be French but connected to a John 
Hart Hollier, born in England c1836.

• Tre Hill, another Hollier contact concerning the Louisiana 
Holliers at Opelousas.

• Rhonda Reese from Sydney about the Sydenham Holliers.
• Chris Evans enquiring about Jessie Hollyer from 

Gloucestershire, who was the daughter of John Sanderson 
Hollyer of Bridgend.

• Mark Jonathan Hollyer, descended from the City Hollyers.
• Caroline Gurney concerning the Prussian Fritz family that 

married into the City Hollyers.

May 2000

June 2000

July 2000

August 2000

September 2000
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• Des Hollier whose grandfather was a miner at Tonypandy, 
but whose origins were the Somerset Holliers.

• Brian Nicholls, who descends from Edwin Walter Holyer, 
whose father Walter Holyer appears to have had 3 
marriages, the second being bigamous.

• Adam Hollier of Texas, who said his father had researched 
his family back to Brittany, France in the 1600s, so must be 
the Louisiana family.

• Christian Hollyer, a great grandson of Gregory Hollyer who I 
discovered bidding on the Internet for some Eva Hollyer 
postcards.

• Michael Holyer, one of the Ramsgate Holyers who provided 
useful information on his family.

• Paul Hollyer from Portsmouth, whose father Ian was born in 
the Congo, thus explaining the difficulty of connecting this 
line to others.

• Ian Hollyer, Paul’s father made contact from his home in 
Australia.

• Robert Hollier from Reading University, descended from a 
family from Wolverhampton

• W.R. Hallier from Texas, enquiring about connections to 
Hollier

• Dolores Iceton, not a Holyer descendant, but has 
researched the family for others and collected other 
information on some Hollyers.

• Gavin Hollyer, son of Dennis Hollyer and grandson of Ralph 
Bartholomew Hollyer.

• Kleas Hollier from Texas, asking about the Hollier family in 
southern USA.

• Tony Hollyer, who has taken on the task of contacting 
Hollyer and Holyer families in Kent and Sussex, forwarded 
replies and family information from Roger Cantle, Emma 
Jane Holyer, Harold Holyer, Alan Holyer, Bill Holyer, Michael 
Hollyer, Joe Holyer and William Edward Holyer.  The latter 
descended from William Holyer and Alice Holyer, cousins 
who married in 1873 at Woodchurch.

• Nigel Hollier, asking about finding out more about his family. 
His line goes back via Thomas Henry Hollier born 1904 in 
Aston, but Nigel wanted to take up the research before that.

• Jane Alton, whose Hollier ancestry was from Birmingham 
and ultimately Studley.

• Christian Hollyer, son of John Reginald Hollyer, whose 
ancestry was the Farnham branch of the City Hollyers.

• Joe Holyer, one of Tony Hollyer’s contacts, who provided 
more information on his family.

• Harry Hollier from Pretoria, whose South African family is 
still not researched.

• Francoise Green from Gregory Hollyer’s family.
• Elliott Hollier from the USA who descends from English 

Holliers, but from the Leicestershire family from Three Pots, 
not the nearby “Elliott Holliers”.

• Sharon Holley, whose Hollier ancestors in the USA might 
have been slaves from Haiti.
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• John and Judith Hollier, son of Harry Amos Hollier.
• Larry Hollier, part of the Lambeth Holliers.

• Warwick Davies, connected to the Holliers at Moreton on the 
Marsh.

• Susan Holyer, born in Edinburgh, but descended from the 
Ramsgate Holyers.

• Mark Gregory Hollyer of Massachusetts, part of Gregory 
Hollyer’s family provided details of his branch of the family.

• Holly Antosz enquired about the French Hallier family.

• Beverly Bruner, granddaughter of William Stanley Hollyer.
• Graeme Fisher (see Dec 1999) provided more information 

on his part of the Sydenham Hollier descent.

• Joyce Jones from the USA who confirmed that Burton 
Hollyer found in the 1850 census in Pulaski County, 
Kentucky was actually a Hollar.

• Wendy Hollier Venable enquiring about the Louisiana 
Holliers.

• Suzanne Maitland-Wood responded concerning Holliers on 
the Isle of Wight.

• Tami Haptonstall from Colorado made contact – a great 
grand-daughter of William Stanley Hollyer.

• Barbara Hollier from New Zealand, mother of an earlier 
contact, Vivien Godfrey, made contact.

• Howard Laver provided some late 19th century Hollier entries 
from Scots Origins database.

• Janet Dwyer made contact concerning her New Zealand 
ancestor Henry Bruce Hollier who is thought to have been 
born in Staffordshire c1832. 

• Tracey Hollier enquired about how to start tracing her family 
ancestry.

• David Holyer from Hamilton, Canada wrote. At the time I 
couldn’t help him, but later contact in October with his cousin 
Dick proved very interesting indeed. 

• Robert Stone, grandson of my great uncle Charles Stanley 
Hollyer made contact.

• Frances Coakley provided a CD-ROM of Isle of Man history 
(following our holiday there) that shows a picture from 1906 
of Grace Emily Hollyer (wife of William Perring) and one of 
her daughters (either Eva or Maud) at a religious gathering.

• Anne Inett asked in Midland Ancestor for information on 
Holliers in Birmingham. Her line descends from Joseph and 
Ellen Elizabeth Hollier who married in 1874.

• Rosemary Miller from Colorado, USA wrote to say she had 
Swedish Holyer ancestry. It turns out that her ancestor 
immigrants were ‘given’ the name Holyer on arrival.

• Adrian Hollier wrote saying he was trying to find his family’s 
Coat of Arms. His grandfather was born in Birmingham in 
1920. After quite a bit of detective work through several 
generations of Birmingham families, I found that his line goes 
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back to John Hollier who married Elizabeth Butler in 1795 at 
Alcester.

• Lois Ellett wrote concerning her Hollier ancestry from 
Wrington, Somerset, which may or may not be separate 
from the other Wrington Holliers already researched.

• Richard Henry (‘Dick’) Holyer from Canada made contact via 
the guestbook. His grandfather Richard Holyer settled in 
Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada. Interesting correspondence 
followed that suggested that his grandfather came from the 
Tunbridge Wells Holyers. Then there was speculation that 
he might have been the Richard (from Ramsgate, Kent) that 
deserted his family and married again in Australia only to 
disappear again. However, after finding his WW1 army 
attestation papers on the web, I was able to identify Richard 
as being the son of Walter John Holyer, born 1880.

• Harry Duckworth sent me his extensive research on the 
early Hollier families in Warwickshire and surrounding 
counties. This is a major piece of research and helps sort 
out many of the early lines.

• Ronald Holyer enquired about his ancestry. A phone call 
produced a lot of information and a previously unknown link 
was established – caused by a missing entry in the birth 
indexes for himself.

• Ted Bean from Whitby, Ontario enquired about his Hollier 
ancestor Emilia Hollier from Birmingham.

• Derek Hollier from Southend wrote about his ancestry. I 
eventually found that his family goes back to the Holliers in 
Meriden and Aston, where Robert Hollier married Judith 
Chatterton in 1724. Harry Duckworth suggests this line may 
go back further to Wichnor.

• Barrie Robinson from Tasmania wrote about his Hollier 
research in Weedon, Northants and surrounding parishes. 
This is adding considerably to knowledge of Holliers in this 
county which are almost entirely absent from the IGI.

• Stephen Benham pointed out a major on-line resource from 
the National Library of Wales that sheds more light on the 
Henry Hollier from Cardiff, steward to the Marquess of Bute. 

• The ‘other’ Tony Hollyer got in touch again and I managed 
to sort out his ancestry to the Kent Holyers.

• Steve Holyer contacted me from New Zealand. His father is 
George L Holyer born in England, but at present I don’t 
know George’s ancestry.

• 15 year old Kathryn Hollier signed the guest book, asking 
about her family. This Loughborough family seemed to be a 
long established Leicestershire family, but I was surprised to 
discover that her ancestor Joseph Hollier (1842-1912) was 
an insurance agent, who moved with his job to 
Loughborough, but whpo had been born in Cheddar, part of 
the large group of Somerset Holliers going back to 1749.

• Elizabeth Holyer from Australia e-mailed me, to say that her 
husband Graeme’s grandfather John Holyer was born in 
1864. I was able to say that he was one of the Tunbridge 

October 2001

November 2001

December 2001

January 2002

Richard Henry
‘Dick’ Holyer



71

Wells butchers. In return she has given copious details of 
their branch of the family in Australia.

• Rob Schouten from Amsterdam enquired about a possible 
Roger Hollier from Wroxhall, IOW, from the early 18th 
century.

• Heather Purvis, aslso from Australia put an enquiry in the 
guest book about the Hollyers at Binfield. She is connected 
with a descendant who was transported to Australia.

• Colin Hollier and her sister Janet Morris wrote to me in some 
excitement. I managed to show them their ancestry back via 
the Moreton in the Marsh Hollier family.

• I started the HOLLYER-L mailing list to help share 
information with other researchers.

• Tricia Whittle belatedly sent details of her part of the Holyer 
family (see July 1999)

• Christopher Hollyer from New Zealand signed the guest 
book. He is part of the “City Hollyers” and he recognised the 
name Hartley as used by the family. He works in the film 
industry and was wanting to know about his elder brother 
Kenneth Hartley Hollyer and his son Brandon. Sadly, 
nothing is known about Kenneth, who disappeared in the 
USA, while Brandon died young in 1990.

• Bernadette Siebert sent through a more complete list of 
Hollier events from New Zealand, including a will.

• Sheila Jelley, another one-namer noticed some Holliers on a 
microfiche of parish records from Aynho, Northants.  This 
filled a gap in our knowledge of the Holliers on the borders 
of Oxfordshire and Northamptonshire.

• Further correspondence with Harry Duckworth on early 
Warwickshire Holliers.

• Jill Pollitte from USA enquiring about Holger which might 
have transformed into Holyer.

• Jo Mason did some Hollier lookups at the Leicestershire 
Record Office, including checking the Gumley entries for 
Henry & Sarah Hollyer, the head of the lock-keeper family.

• Phillipa Hollier from Canada enquired about her Hollier 
ancestors from Kent. It turns out she was the original client 
of John Moore (see April 1999). Some double checking of 
the original work showed that her line went back to 
Oxfordshire and not Somerset as originally thought.

• Andy Batten found my site and references to his ancestors 
Robert Hollyer, the bullion assayer, and Alice Maud Brown.

• Caroline Woodcock from Grantham set me off on another 
line of research to find where she fits into the Hollier 
families. We found that her line goes back to the Sharnford 
Holliers, in particular the farmer Edward Ernest Hollier, who 
remained in England when may of this family went to 
Canada.

• Charles Morris, a retired surgeon, sent me a published 
paper he wrote in 1979 on the surgeon Thomas Hollier on 
the occasion that the Royal College of Surgeons acquired a 
painting of Thomas Hollier.

• Jan Whittaker signed the guestbook and gave details of her 
ancestry from Zachariah Hollier of Bushey – the same family 
that Phillipa Hollier descends from. 
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• I found Richard Holyer’s Canadian attestation papers on the 
web and so finally proved who Dick Holyer’s ancestors were. 
(See Oct 2001)

• Bernadette Siebert, having provided so much NZ Hollier 
data wrote to say that she had an adopted Hollier in her 
family.

• Sian Plant, another one namer, found a reference to 
Lieutenant Leslie Howard L'HOLLIER on the web. He was 
awarded the Air Force Cross in WW1. I realised that his 
father, shown as Leon Hollier in the 1881 and 1891 
censuses, was from France and the spelling L’Hollier 
explains why I haven’t found his family in the Hollier births.

• Cameron Hollyer’s son Greg got in touch.
• Bernadette found an interesting reference to an 1828 

Buckland, Kent marriage of a Charles Holyer to a Sarah 
Mantle. As my Kent family of John and Sarah Hol(l)yer were 
latterly at Buckland, they might connect. But I’ve never heard 
of this couple before.

• Sherry Le-Gros found my site and e-mailed me lots of 
information about her Hollyer descent. Her Great 
Grandmother was Clara Edith Hollyer, whose father was 
Joseph Wilson Hollyer, brother to my Gt Gt Grandfather and 
the unfortunate member of the family who died in 1899 after 
drinking a drink spiked with acid for a wager.

• Nancy Hollyer Hunter sent me several large Wills and 
Indentures relating to the “City Hollyer” property at Warwick 
Lane, London.

• Jeff Orford-Perkins enquired about the Elliott Holliers. His 5th

Gt Grandfather was the first of the ‘Elliotts’.

May 2002

Post-Script

It’s been 4 years since the release of the second volume on the Hollyer, Holyer 
and Hollier families.  I hope these 72 pages have been worth the wait.  Keep 
the information coming in and I hope I’ll be able to produce volume 4 without 
so much delay.

Peter Walker
June 2002


