
Will of Ennis Staten 1882-1884 

Whereas I Ennis Staten have made my last will and testament in writing 

bearing date the 14 day of March 1882 and which is hereto annexed, and have 

thereby made sundry devises and bequests according to wit circumstances of 

my estate as then existing, which said devises I now desire to change as herein 

indicated and no further, and therefore I do by this my writing which I declare 

to be an additional codicil to my said will, to be taken and considered as a part 

thereof, will, declare and direct as follows, that whereas on the day of March 

1884 my children Sarah Allan, Hezekiah Staten, Jesse Staten, and Bythel 

Staten executed to me a certain quit-claim deed for all their interest, right, title 

and estate in and to certain lands in said deed described, and whereas thy said 

children whose names are above mentioned were at the time they executed said 

deed under the age of twenty one years (which said deed is the only deed ever 

executed by them to me in the month of March 1884), and whereas I desire 

that my said children be required to stand to and abide by said deed by them 

executed and that they shall know, enjoy and possess no other and further 

estate than that devised by said will – therefore I do will and devise, declare 

and direct that the devises to them as indicated, specified and declared in my 

said will shall take effect and be operative only upon condition that my said 

children upon arriving at their maturity stand to and abide by the deed by 

them executed to me as aforesaid. I make this further and additional devise, 

viz. I do hereby give and devise to my daughter Harriet P. Austin her heirs and 

assigns that piece or parcel of land lying on Negro Head Creek in Union County 

North Carolina known as the land in litigation between myself and Jacob 

Mullis containing Eleven acres more or less. 

I will that the land and appurtenances devised by my said will to my wife as 

indicated by the will and codicil thereto attached, shall be set apart to her by 

my executor before any partition is made as to the other devises request in my 

will.  

Witness my hand and seal this 17th April 1884. (signature of) Ennis  

signed sealed published and  Staten (seal) 

declared by the said Ennis  

Staten to be a further codicil 

or pact of his last will and 
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testament in the presence of 

 as who at his request and in 

 his presence and the presence 

 of each other, do subscribe our 

 names as witnesses thereto. 

   G. W. Flow 

M. L. Flow 

Whereas I Ennis Staten have made my last will and testament in writing 

bearing the 14 day of March 1882, and have thereby made sundry devises and 

bequests ascending to circumstances of my estate as then existing, which said 

devises and bequests I now desire to change or modify as herein indicated, and 

therefore I do, by this my writing which I hereby declare to be my codicil to my 

said will, to be taken and construed as part [ ? ] give and devise to my beloved 

wife Elizabeth Staten for and during her life or widowhood my dwelling home 

with all the outhouses and improvements thereto belonging together with the 

land on which the same are situate, and in addition thereto twenty five acres of 

land adjacent to said dwelling home to be [ ? ] by my said wife and which I 

desire my executor to have run off to her by proper metes and bounds. After 

the death of my said wife or in the event she should again marry I give and 

devise the said dwelling house and outhouses and the land above mentioned in 

this codicil to my son Bythel Staton his heirs and assigns in fee simple - upon 

condition that he contribute at all times to the support and maintenance of my 

said wife during her life or widowhood. This devise is in lieu of that contained 

in line 3 of my will. 

In testimony whereof of I hereto set my hand and seal this 12th day of March 

1884. 

         Ennis Staton 

signed, sealed, published and declared 

by the said Ennis Staton a codicil or part 

of his last will and testament in presence 

of we who at his request and his presence 

of each other to subscribe our names in witness thereto 
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    T. M. Farley 

    A. M. Crowell 

State of North Carolina 

Union County 

In the name of God amen: I Ennis Staten of the County and State aforesaid 

being of sound mind and memory, but considering the uncertainty of my 

earthly existence, do make and declare my last will and testament in manner 

and form following that is to say 

 

Item first That my executor hereinafter named shall provide for my body a 

decent burial, and pay all funeral expenses together with my just debts 

howsoever and to whomsoever owing out of the money that may first come into 

his hands as a part or parcel of my estate. 

 

Item Second I give to my daughter Sarah Staten her heirs and assigns 

forever one hundred acres of land lying in Union County North Carolina which 

my executor hereinafter named shall cause to be set out by proper metes and 

bounds by some competent surveyor in convenient shape and as near as 

possible to the lands heretofore conveyed by me to my daughters Harriet 

Austin and Lydia Stewart. All the residue of my lands except as hereinafter 

provided I give and devise to my four sons Lemuel Baker Staton, Hezekiah 

Staton, Jesse Staton, and Bythel Staton their heirs and assigns forever to be 

equally partitioned and divided between them by proper metes and bounds. 

The lands aforesaid lying and being in the County of Union and State aforesaid. 

It is especially my will and desire that I do so direct that in the land devised to 

my fine sons aforesaid there shall be included the Mill and Mill site to contain 

eight acres. 

 

Item Third  I give and devise to my beloved wife Elizabeth Staton for and 

during her life or widowhood my dwelling house with all the out homes and 

improvements, together with the realty upon which the same are situate, and 

in addition thereto one acre of land to be situated by my said wife adjacent to 

the said Dwelling  Home to have and to hold the same for the time of her life or 
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widowhood aforesaid in lieu of her dower and thirds in my lands – remainder to 

my son Bythel by fee. 

 

Item Fourth I give and bequeath to the children of my son Norfleet Staton the 

sum of one Dollar, to Laura Ross one dollar, to Harriet Austin one dollar, to 

Lydia Stewart one dollar, to Thetis Arnett one dollar, to the child of Malachi 

Staton one dollar, to Julia Helms one dollar, to Emanuel Staton one dollar, to 

Penelope [Rill or Rice] one dollar and to Lafayatte Staton one dollar, to Mimy 

Jane Parker one dollar having heretofore provided for them by the conveyance 

of certain property. 

 

Item fifth I give and bequeath to my beloved wife, in lieu and satisfaction of 

her years allowances and interest in my personal estate, for and during her life 

or widowhood one table, one bedstead, bed and bedding, one chest, one 

cupboard, one cow and calf her choice, one sow and pigs her choice, my buggy 

and harness, one mule her choice, all my knives and forks, cups and saucers, 

glass and cooking ware, stove and cooking utensils, and one loom and fixtures, 

to have and to hold as aforesaid for and during her life or widowhood, and after 

her death to my son Bythel. 

 

Item Sixth I give and bequeath to my fine sons Lemuel Baker Staton, 

Hezekiah Staton, Jesse Staton, and Bythel Staton all the residue of my 

personal property of whatever  name, kind or description, upon condition that 

my said sons provide for my said wife Elizabeth during her life or widowhood 

such support and maintenance as may be necessary by reason of any 

deficiency in property conveyed her. 

 

Item Seventh I hereby nominate and appoint C. N. Simpson my lawful 

executor to execute this my last will and testament ascending to the time intent 

and meaning thereof hereby revoking and declaring utterly void all other wills 

and testaments by me heretofore made. 

 

In witness whereof I the said Ennis 


