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Family HistD;y Library of the Church of Latter-Day-Saints

35 North West Temple
Salt Lake City, Ut 84130

Librarians:

I have no further use for this Thirsk family history
s0 am sending it to you. Perhaps you will film it and then
place the original copy in a place where patrons will be

able to thumb through it in doing their own research.

Mpst Sincerely,

;&j/l;éﬁa,a .
loyd Files

900 North 23rd St

Gfand Junction, Co 81501
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R, 130 Thomas Thinsk + 21-7-1807 ﬁz,ff.%“* Eaat Riding

?M rj’m T hreadgold 4-10-1812 Hovden (j:a niding, Yonkshine

Wif
Childen
Ann Thinask 2h£5-1831 Yaphamy Yonkshine

: ﬂemy Thinsk 27-3-18313 yapﬁan, Yorkshine

¢+ Jane Thinst H-9-1835 E/aphar;., Yonkahine

< Thomas 7. Thinsk 11-8-1837 f/ap}lﬂ.n, Yonkashine
Emma Thinek 9-6-1839 Yaphar, Yonkshire
Robent Thinoek A-G-1847 Midlington, Yonrkshine
Hannah Thivsk 15-5-1843 m;'.ui_ngiun, Yonkshine
Sarah Thinsk 30-3-1845 Midlington, Yonrkahine 4

 Ada Thinsh b 31347 Midlingdon, Yonhshire B
Freeman Thinsk 206-1849  Midlington, Yonkshine ik
Mania Thinsk 20-717-1851  Millington, Yonkehine el
Ineant stillborn 7553.

Gohn . Thinsk 1-7-185 Highlond Pank Lake, Illinois

Thomas Thinsk and family enmi}g,-aaiej o Ame/z.igzlﬂpni_i 71854,  Annived in
(Chicago fay 20, 1854, '
Left Liveapool Tuesday Apail 11, 1354,
Annived New Yonk Satunday fay 13. - = . ¢ 7 . . :
Annived at (hicago Satunday May 20. A -
JA—O""—M 3—"‘{4“_"‘5’7 fbé'f‘{ A 5’1 ff‘r@{é RSPV i —J’"’f'"‘;‘ 5
| » W/can
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Robert Thrusk married Mary £lla

Son: D. Robert Thrusk

Zorn: 1750/51

Died: 18 Jan 1810
Married: & Dec 1792

Children:
John Thrusk

Born: 3 Sept 1793

Mary 'thrusk

Horn: 8 Feb 1795

Ann Thrusk

vorn: 8 Feb 1795

Robert ‘thrusk

gorn: 5 Mar 1797

'Elizabeth Thrusk

Born: 24 Jan 1799

Hannah Thrusk

Eorn: 20 Dec 1800

William Thrusk

Zorn: 10 Apr 1803

Dinah Thrusk

Born: 9 Jul 1805

it Thomas Thrusk

Born: 21 Jul 1807

ﬁvDied: 23 Sep 1882

Harried:
(Notre:

Jane Thrusk

Born: 25 Feb 1809

FAMILY HISTCRY

hnre Harsrall
Born: Place: Newbold,

Yorkshire, England

Christened: 28 Aug 1774

Horth Céve:\Yorkshire, England
sortk Cavz, rorkshire, kngland
horth Cave, rforkshire, kngland
North Cave, Yorkshire, England
North Cave, Yorxshire, Englénd
horth Cave, Yorkshire, frzland
orth Cave, Yorkskire, England
Forth Cave, Yorkskire, En_land

Southk Cliff, Lorth Cave, York-
shire, England
Chicago, Cook, Illincis

- Mary Ann Threadgold
hame cranged to Thirsk sometize in TrLomas!
lifetinme.)}

Soutk Cliif, Horth Caye, York-.
scire, England .

g Aty
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Thozas Tuirsk
orn: 21 cul 1857 ilace:
Died: 23 ez 1482 Fl=z=ce:
» .
4 tG:
"
i Children:
-~ ; Arne Thirsx
¥ ] Bern: 26 Jum 1831 Flace:
j
-/ e Eenry Thirsk
" & Sern: 21 Mar 1633 EFlace:
~ Died: L aug 1917 Flace:
Harried: June 1865 to:
K Jzne Thirsk
. ) Bern: 27 5ep 1835 Flace;
I-a Threadgeld Thirsk
Born: 3 Sep 12: Flace:
-7 Zmma Thirsk
= Earn: 30 Jun 12393 Fiace:
.'c :
- Hovert Thirsk
Zorn: 23 Jun 18&1 Flzce:
Eannah Thirsk
Born: & Jun 1843 Flace:
Sarah Thirsk
Zarn: 1844/45 Fliace
ada Thirsk
! Zorn: 15 Apr 1847  Flace:
Freeman Thirsk
. .. Bern: 22 Jul 1849  Flace:
Maria Thirsk
» Bern: 22 hov 1851 Place:
- Ellen Thirsk
Borm: 5 Jan 1854 Place: _
2k John William Thirsk .
{¥ Boran:r 856 Flace:
Mw 5 N
. =5
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snire,
Cricsgo,

nary AnhL
2grn:
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Died: 2t

Taphaz,

1,

{faghan, Y
Fory horth,

Cliff,
England
Ccok,

Thr

Junr 1891

YorEsiire,

oY AERL

"y

rth
Iilinois

eadgold

Flace:

Yorks
15 Get 161
- Ch

Ingl

re, Ingl

arrart, Te

Ta

Sarah Garside

Yarhaa

Hiliington,

Miliington,

Hillington,

gi itington,

Mililington,
Filiinztcon,
willingteon,
killington,
Milliﬁgton,

;illizgton,

Yorkshire,

Exgl

Yosrkshire,

Yoristire,

Yorzsuire,

Yorxshire,

Yorzshire,

Yoruzskire,

Yorkshire,

Yorkshire,

Yorxshire,

Yoricshire,

Cave,

York-

Fowden,
hire,
z
icago,

ZLE.

and

and
Has

and

I~
8]
[+R

]
o

3

u

I
]

Irn trand

Engl%nd
Dngland
England
Engiand

England

I,

e




Wiliiam Garside

- Son: 3Senjasin Garside
Zorn: 8§ Cct 1819
Died: 18 Cct 1830
HMarried:

Children:

e Sarah Carside
Born: &1 Apr 1847
Died: 23 Sep 1339
Married: Jun 1865

George Garside =
Zorn: 11 Sep 1848

Benjamin Garside
Born: 15 Mar 1851

Frances Garside
Born: 18 Dec 1352

Joserh Garside
- *orn: 28 Xov 1854

Eenry Kennen Garside
Born: 6 Hov 1856

- Anne S, Garside

Born: June 1859

Catherine Garside
Born: 1 Aus 1861

;M s

Flace:
Flace:
to:

Tlace;
Flace:
te:

Flace:

Flace:

Flace:

Flace:

Flace:

Place:

Flace:

worksoyp, hottinghamshire, England
Holland, Eraun, Visconsin [
Frances rennon (Kernen) .
Eorn: 3 Cct 1819 Flace: Barl-

borough, Derby, England
Died: —28-4ug 1911

Worxsop, Nottinghamshire, England
Glade Park, Yesa, Ccleorado
EFenry Thirsk

Jorzscp, Mottirghanshire, Er_land
i ‘i
1

worksop, [ ottinghamshi-e, En.land

Worasor, Letti_ghecshnire, Zi_iand

uereso-, wottiz.nanshire, Ex_lanc
-

dor.asor, lcettinghs .shire, Imgland

Detrcit, wayne, .ickiZan

Chicago, Cook, Illizois




kenry Thirsk

' 4
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Coildren:

Yora: 2V Mar 1833 Flace:
Died: 4 Aug 1717 Flace:
Marri=d: June 1365 to:
fda Certrude Trirsx

Horn: 23 hov 1866 Plzace:

Benia.zin Gsrside Thirsk

Born: 16 Jul 1868 Flace:
Zeorge Thirsk
3orm: & Jul 1879 Fi_ce:

hlbert Eenry Thirsk
Egrn: 23 ¥ar 1872 rlace:

Frances Thirsk

2orn: 14 Febt 1874 Flace
Jessie Alize Thirsk
Zorn: 2 Mar 1875 Flace:
Liliian Grace Thirsk
Born: 16 Jan 1877 Flace:

Joseph Eugene Thirsk ’
Born: 18 dJec 1878 Flzce:

Ivy _elle T:oirsk

Born: 29 Cct 1882 Fizce:
Alfred Leroy Thirsk
pvorn: 26 {ct 1882 Flsce:

Edna Zuloda Thirsk
Sora: 5 iar 1885 Flzce:

Walter ‘thomas Thirsk
corn: 5 ¥ay 1887 tlace:
Clover curdett thirsk

Bora: 29 Har 1830 rlace:
Married: 22 Jun 1918 to:

Henry Lester Thirsk

‘Born: 12 Sep 1892 . Flace:

2
Yaplkan, Yorkshire, England
rort Yorth, Tarrant, Tcxas

Sarah Garside
Zeran: 21 Apr 14847

Flace: ‘orkseor, lottinghamskire,
Ergland

Died: 23 Sep 1939

Flacge: Gla<e Fark, Hesa, Cclorado

Tiicags, Coo«, Illincis

Chicags, Cn3a, Illiirncis

fhicago, Coow, Illincis

Chicags, Loox, Tiiipsis

Eingkam, Shevoygan, “isconsi
Eirgham, Sheboygan,
Hin§ham, Sheboygan, 4isceesi
Eingran, Shetoygarn, wioconsi
ainglhan, Zhetoyrozn

Winfield, Cowley, ransas

Winfield, <owley, Xansas.
Emily Estelle Frazier )

Winfiel@, Coviley, Kansas




FAMILY NAME S \

At one time there were no sur-names. A man was known by kis
first name, and the location of his home, or his occupation. John
from York gradually became Jokn Yorkx, whereas the son of John ﬁight
become Johnson. Some were known by their occugpation, John, the!
mi@ler, or George, the baker, beconing John Miller or Georze Bak%?f

From all indications the family nane %Tfirsk“ was taken from
the town of Thirsk. Variations on the name are Tresche,‘Tresch,
Treusig, Thrysk, Jisge. The Domesday Eook has it as Tresche, and {fﬁ
pronouanced "Thrusk". Lven further bacx, there is a Celtic variztion,

Tre-ussig, meaning "the place by the water.®

The history of “hirsk, nigland, began in Celtic times as a few
clay huts along the banks of the Codbeck River. After the Norman
Conquest, the Lordsnip of Thirsk was c¢reated as a reward for Robert
de Mowbray. Tke Lordship of Thirsx cane into tke 3Zell fanily in
1723, with a Zell as Squire today.

The town is divided into New Thirsk on the west side of the
Codveck and Cld Thirsk on the east,

In what marner, or at what time, the name became our family

name is strickly a natter of conjecture. One thing for sure, it is

a relief the name was simplified to Thirsk instead of Tre-ussig.




1-1-383 Clover Purdett Thirsk

I am the trhirteenth ckild, born iHarch 29, 1830. I am ninety-
two years old ncw, and I hore I haven't made tco many mistakes in
names, ilaces, or dates.

as I remehuer our fa=»ily - =y father, Eenry Thirsk, was born
larch 21, 1833, at Yapham, Yorkshire, England.’ He died august L,
1317, at Fort Worth, Texas. iy acther, Sarar Garside Thirzk, was
born April 21, 1847, Workser, hottinghamshire, Crgland, ané died
sSerptemser 23, 1339, Giade Fark, Cclorade.

..y father was apprenticed out for seven years learning the
“ailor trade. At the end of that time, he was a Master Tailer. FHe
did not mind the work, but did not want to be teld wkzt to do. So,
wher he reached bis twenty-first btirthday, ke czae to Asserica.

Ee _earred the different trades of czrrentry, rTainting and
vaper hapging. These trades, along with tallaring, alwayc kept iIdas
busy. He uas a very careful, and a very hLard WOrKer, S0 he was
aiways in demand.

My father made two trirs back to England after
nere. I do not znow now macy mexzbers of
§1th kin op these trips. rHowever, uGth L3

Yirst coxing
fa.uily fLe tréu-nt over
Lsotner ang father case
te dnmerica, and at ieast tarse o7 his brothers, Toz, ¥ob, and ireesnan.
2¢th his father and mctner are buried in Graceland Te_etar;y in |
Chizago.

Cn one of Lis return triys Trom Zngland ‘he boat was witzin
-8igkt ©f larnd when a heavy storm rit, It uliew tL= bace out into
the ocean, and them trem anotner thr#e weeits belore trey could lznd,
They were clenty glad to reach land that time becauze they hzd been
or short raticrs and were getting hungry.

24

The four brotimers had a quartet. They were good eniugi to te
sought after, and sarg at any dencszination caurch, or funersl, wake,
@r wedding. This was extra income nver and above treir rezular worx

Ch one job%, wrile paintinz a wharf, my Tatker iad a narrow
escare. The warf rnad logs iangips froa: rores along the sicde. "he
ldea of tkese logs banging this way was 13 act as- =2 tuifer 2nd allow
the boats to cone ur close. The logs would roil along 5ide of tre
boat and neither the boat nor the wharf would be damaged. 3 bosat was
coming into dock while my father was Fainting. It kezt Glowing ite
whistle and ringing its bell, but =mF father didn't understand. Ee
thought he would just hang onto one of the logs out of the way, untii
the boat had passed. Finally, the big boat sent out a smalier bcat

to pick up my father. hen the big boat came intc dock, ard he
watched the logs roll, ay father realized wnat could have harpened
to him, . o

Or. another job a new building was bein: erected. Cne of thg
:latkers fell off the scaffolding and landed on his own lathing
hatchet. It entered between his ribs ang cit his heart oren. As a
meaber of the crew, Dad was expected to g0 to the Wake. 211 the
other men were Irish., ¥ell, it was quite an affair, Scme of the
wen got s0 intoxicated they took the corgse out of the coffiq




stood him in the corner, and tried to give him a drink, ¥y father, -
also, got lice on him at this Wake. Mother wculdn't let Hip in the
house, but gave him a tub and hot water and clean clothes, and nade
hin taxe a bath in the coal shed.

At the outbreak of the Civil %War, my father was in Missouri on
a tailoring assignzent. Eack then a tailor would go into your Lome
and usually stay there till the entire family had been outfitted.
Dad nad come down with malaria fever, and when Missouri declared. for
the south, ke was too 111 to leave. However, thke family he was
working for kext him out of sight until he was over the worst of the
fever, then they carried him on a stretcher to the Illinois line
where they were met ny Dad's brothers who then took over. Dad was
plagued with recurring malaria fever the rest of his life.

#y mother was a wonderful mother. She came to America with her
family from England when she was age thirteen. Thelr first day at
sea, one of ker brothers took sici. There was no doctor on board,
and as they didrn't know what it was, the Captain put them down in
the hold to protect the other passengers. He would coze at night,
after tke other passengers had gone to sleep, and bring them up on
deck so they could get some fresh air., They landed at Detroit in
1858 or 1859, but after about a year there tney nmoved to Chicago.

My mother's father and older brothers were coopers (made barrels.)
Eventually, they moved to Wisconsin where they could get the wood
they needed. Grahdpa Garside bought a farnm covered with good timber
and bulld a house and shop on the place.

Grandpa must have been very trustworthy because the other coo-
ranies would nire him to buy timber for them, Ee would rick out the
trees, scrape away some bark, and put a coapany's brand on the tree,
e would then send onme of his son's crews to cut the timber and float
it down the river to the different companies with their brangs orithe
timber.

His youngest son, my Uncle Een, was well liked by all the wood
cutters. He could get more done tkan anyone else. But, pe did have
one failing babit, he was very fond of kis eye-opener (wine and
whiskey.) Le wrote a lstter to his notner saying, "due to tke bad
weather thev were staying in camp and for a rasttioe they were wetting
on the races." The races - they would each reach inside their sbirts
and get a louse. They would put them on one side of a bread ran,
then put the pan on the stove. As the pan got hot, the lice would -

move. The entry that would reach the opposite side first would win. #

Needless to say, Grandma was horrified, but I don't know whether it

was the thought of the lice that bothered her most, or . the gambling. - ¥
They, also, had hotels, or what they called road houses, - If a é

crew {rom one of the other camps was there, and another crew-caze, :

the bullies of each camp naturally would have to fight it out to .see .
who was the boss. My uncle said there were soue good fizkts, and ¥ .
often the crews of both sides would ernter into it. As §hej Jjust used -
fists there was rarely any real damage. - Tz 5 Eg ot -
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Year_y all the rgadhous®s had basements, or cellars, where they
kept their sujglies. If a customer got too wuch to drink, instead of
callirgz the police, they would taze the customer to the basesent and
handeuff nim io0 a support beam tc let hin sleep it off. lMayie tiet
was a better way tren what we nave today. o Werunk tanks" in the jail
for texpayers to suyport, no drunk drivers on the road, and tne drunks
themseives were not hurt. d !

- never met my uncle until he was scaewhere between sixty and
*seventiy yesrs cld, and, froo tre stories t.at rad been told abouat nin
he hedn't changed wuch., I didr't believe ail the things he told us
abo .t the woocds apd lumbering in ¥isconsin. Eowever, years later, a

friecd of wine, Mr., Hatt Keougk o Glenwood S.rings, verified the tales.
e, too, had peen tLere and hLe caid 1t was as wild as repcried at taat
time. OGrangpa Garside neser got over Llne fact that his son c.uld

malke 3 DATrel in i88& time fha:n ne couid,

My wife, Lstelle, ani I zot Lo see trat ecuniry, I ELin:
in 1964 The orick house was 1 gsTd cornoiiion. Tt Lzt toe
yain- m; fatrer had ton 1 T t

I ¢c no. masw trney
were mayried in June A X
1275 or 187€. I do & S
crildren born in Cn ed 5f
smallpox at tie zge iztern
at the are of three

sfrer the Ciwil i: L2 SL..E hiuzfs
Thedfe houses were tullt b5 a7 i }, cioEe IS
the stocxyards, for housing TiVil aar 7 2Ry 91 vhe
rriconers rad died of smzllpox. rfven 1 s seral rEars
after the war, Dad caze cown with smallipoX. le =istecr,

Fannie, caucht the disease from Jagd and di e ace oI fivye mn-ths.
My, Arxour enjoyed talaizg to amy father apg would often cone down ang
staad arcund while DJad was worki:g talsing of nany thirss.

The Chicago Fire was on the £t Cctoue st the
southwest side of the city, with very stron to tie
northeast. Mcther's fanily lived not far © T tartec,
arc Dad's family ldived on the oppcsite slde. b ed
over to help !other's folks and while tney were on the way tre Iire
jumped the river and both places were oturned. Grandma's Garside's
two sons were hurrying her along a street when a sheet of burnizz tar
paper fell on her back and set her dress on fire. The boys g0t Et ofif
before it did %too muck damage. 'y uncles nad saili Loats tuzt they
took out into Lake Michigan end sank. The aasis tiizt were out of the

water burned down to the waterline. Alsc, they took the silverware
and buried it in the sand, but the keat was sc great that it melted
the knives, forks and spo.ns all togetier. T kad a mustard spoon
-that had been melted pretty bad. I don't krow wiatever became ol 1it.
We used to have a picture of a grain elevator that was burning and
the: rats were swiomming out in a Vee shape until they wculd give out
and drown. All records were burned, birih certificates, naturaliza-
tion papers, warriage certificates, tie works. It had Tteen & Very éry
summer, about one-fourth the rermal amount of rain. The fire razed

for over twenty-four hours, three hundred dead, ninety th.usand with-
out homes, : l
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My folks moved to ”15c0n51n in 1875-76. While living ih
Wwisconsin they had five more children. Jessie, age four yearsg and
eleven months, fell from the back of a buckboard, landed on her
head, and died from the injury.

My father and two of his krothers, Freer-i and Eob, moved to

.- Yansas anG bought a hall section of land. Tiis was in either 1885,
86, or 87. 1in Kansas, the last three of fourteen children were born.
henry Lester, the youngest, was corn with a heart conditizn (olue- -
baby}. He lived tfll Le was two years cld. ‘en of my folk's fourteen
children lived to adulthocd.

Tom stayed in Chicago after the others left. Le became active
in a Veteran's organization or that day. There was a cenierence held
- in Colorado Sgrisn.s, and lom was sent to represent his town. The
cog-rail ts the top of Plke's Feak was aew tben, and the trice was
95,00 te ride to ine top and back, a very high rrice icr tiose days.
Tom would rot pay it, ne walked to tle top of Fixe's Pear cver the
dirt road. Going ur was all right, but coming down was ancther
= story. The slore was so steer Lis feel were rushed down inic his
& shoes in an awkward way with each step. Ke wore out a tair of stoes,
= had huge tlisters, and was so stiff arnd sore Le had to Staj aver an
extra day before he conld walk.enoush to geo back to Ciicago. @S tolad
the story on himself, saying it cost kin a great deal zore tnzn the
:5.02) fare would have. £Eut, ke did have a rerputstion for teirng a
"pull-headed =nglisiman."

Tom had chridren, 1| doxr't know how =any. Cne soz was naned Fred.
rred was z deaf-oute, and somewnat of a fenius for Lis gay. e worked
for ore of the zlectric comranies, and despite his kandicarp, was sent
to rut in rlants in various paris of tke werld. Tom was proud of
- Fred in later years, but while Fred wa:z young his iasther was not tce

wind to hin. )

After being gone irom “kicago for over twenty yezrs, oy Dad ard
Hother tcok a trip back t. 7isit family members left there. Zotkgof
them were amazed at Fred's accomplishaents even though ne zas only a
teen-ager then. Ee had wired the clos=t doors so as you apy_roacied
the closet the door orered automatically {zrobztly an sarly rhoto-
cell idea.)} Eis fzather said his son's "fool ideas would irooatly
kill them all."

Tom mas & shtone cutter, and had a marble works oi his own.
Anctrer story concerning Ton - ke kad cut his own tozbsione, a tall
colunn intricatly engraved and carved. Kowever, conly his nane was
on it. Some one asked if he intended to rut his wife's name on,tco.
- "Kell, no! She'll probably marry someone else aiter I'm zone," is

his reported answer.

Freeman moved with my Dad and Bob to Kansas., But hé had asthma
really bad, so soon sold out to move to Fueblo, Colorado. =e had
£E two chiﬁdren both became violinists in the symphony orchestra in, . °
Pueblo. Freeman is buried in Pueble.

T Bob did not -stay long in Kansas either. He moved his fauily to
old Mexico.. Bob had several children, I don't kpow how-many, but - .
among the children were a son named Bob, Daisy, *n (tke younaest),..

i



Jokn, Freenan, and Zuy. Pob died i Mexico apc is buried there.
5 &

Yin, Daisy, Jshn, and Guy moved to Florida, mot all at the
sare time. Vin was a surveyor for the Tasiasi Trail. Ke, also, was
a game wardew in the Zverglades Gace in the days when trne pocachsrs
were wililing oif the =frets for their zluzmage. I puess he wal scue
pretty roush tiases. Ve 6 hiz ten or tuelve years ago at nis
retirement hcme in a _1ttle town o the banks oi Lake Chkeeclobee.

Be taught me hLow to call ailigaters, using trhe oull alligator sound.
e were all xinda sgertical, sut wren wx were Zin the Zvergladec
“ational Fark I tried it, azd It wores. L1t is either a mating call
or a war call, wihichever it is It ©row st ailirators itcward uz at a
rate we dizn't czre for at aii. e lelt,

- 1= | !T.
;
:
f

vonn, rad
i

8 BGCL LS
married ani 7 2

1

Wh:le wor=ing

Ly iy nic
0of hie brotaers to Azt
wors, they enjoryed em to
et cver the driye Shey
so"Guy went tc do tos celt
shaft his coveralls czugnt arnd Le s ¢ the
Th= coveralls roiled up tearing and strir r. frec:o
down the frcat of his legs. ke zaragea to &5y

€ g
belt, rrevesting nis death, until welp arrived.

Eospital and zedical cars was -rimitive, s0
roof, given what medical nelp was availaule, arnu

brothers to care Jor nhim, Friends caze by to vis £ Los
whiskey.'® Guy c¢id not drink, tut his Erotier was sc.n ;as:
Abzut half of cne bottle was left by the bed., Guy needed

but his brother couldn't be roused. Zson, in desperatico,
reached for trne kalf-emrpty whiskey bottle and promrtly fil
VWlten iis brother came to he reacked {sr the wrisrey bottle

nearly finished it teZore he found out wizt it comtaired,

L

When Guy left !'Bxico to meve t o Florisa the z2ld ~ire jais :
ir fifty doliar gold picces. Ly stoyrped off in Fort JFortk to wisit
our familyrand showed us a pretiy zood-sizecd zile of gold o

Cne of Uncle Zob's driniing sons decidsd to take off o :
-Ee logaded his horse and pack mule with ligquor and started oif. Guz
replaced the liquor with rocks bvefore his brother started. Eic bréther
got. almost to the tor of a mountain bpefore ne found cut what had
happened, then he furned around; and case all the way back, and re-
loaded his wule again with ligqyor. ¥hen he left this ti=me no one
ever saw or heard from him agafin. Xowever, soon after hLe l=ft,

sone
rather strorg rumors came to the family that he had teen xilled %in a
drunxen brawl. >
‘Within a few uonths of this occurence, Uncle 2ob died, ard, a

few aonths later, ore of his dau_iters died. Aunt Mary, Uncie ob's




wife, couldn't starnd up under the shock of losing a husbani, son,
and daughter all in less than a year, ard she lost her mind., She
noved to Kansas and lived with us for awnile. i guess T was about . .
ten years old then. Motker and Dad slert downstairs, my bedroonm was
upstairs., 3ut after Aunt MHary cane to live witii us my bed was

aoved downstairs and placed each ni:sht in front of Dad's ard Fother's
bedroom door. Aunt Hary would waxe up some ri_hts, coce downstairs
and go to the kitchen and get a butcher xnife, or go outdeoors and

get a hatchet or a pisce oI stove wood, and head to the folk's bed-
reos to kill them, Shke felt “Sarah and Senry were too good and kind
to live in this cruel world." She was a scall woman, and it vas easy
for me to sior ter, take away whatever she had, and lead her back up
to bed. Sometimes sne wose up more thaaz once in a ni:ht, but usually
it was only once, After awhile, Daisy :ame ur {rom Florida and took
her mother back tz live with her. Jiun: Yary iied soorn aftervards.

that's abcut all I recenber about ny differe.ct uncles, aunte,
and cousins.

The fa:1ly zoved t> Kansas and at fi
vad was building on Llis ten acres. iz o=
e planted gur acres to frult trees 2
norseradish, and gdoseberriszs, thirce differe:
red rasberries, blacs rasterri-s, strawkberrie
rubarb, three different cherriez, a variety oi

st has to rent a house while
s the hcuse was built,

ez, as-aragras, ctie tlant,
t kinds < blzeck berries,
s, three iinas of

i peackes and ag:les.

The crerriss were a fevorite dish for the orioles, but tiey
weuld orly taksz one bite Sut 0f eaci cherry. They wc.id laud in a

iree wiere you were piciing the cherries ard scold you. e aiways
carried a flip made c¢f raober banus and string. %he two snds i the
rubber conrected a piece of leather shared lixe 2 diamond. Ve had

rlenty of marble-sized rocks in our rcckets, 50 when a bird would
lizht in the tree we nearly always got him. OCrioles vwere pretty
birds, but tkey ruined a lot ol cherriss. <Then, in the fall, ine
blackbirds would pdtner together, wscve south, and a fiocx woulé liznt
cn a field of coffer corn. In a few winutes taey would clean the
whole head off every grain. +ve used t2 see then line up on a pnome
~wire and could get anywhere from six to ten at one shot. ‘Lhe blue

" jays were not so bad and the crows didn't bother us as t.ey stayed
along the river. iice were a constant worry as they were there all
year around. ©Cats and dogs were a necessity on a fara. Civic cats
and opossum were scare im our locality. -

Dad had built a two-story house and full baseument., #He dug a
service well that made a good cooler for milk, cream, and butter, and
melons. Walt, myself, and Lester were all borm in this house. “he
farm was not a gold mine, but we all had plenty to eat and to wear,
and plenty of work, My clder borthers and sisters worked until tuey-
married and had homes of their own. .

My Dad continued to do work as a tailor. Ee was tbe pnly tailor
who could maike his kind of faney coats and vests thig sidé of the
Mississipri River. Ye worked through a large tailbr shop in jiufield,
Ransas. They would bring the work t¢ him and he and my mothef would’
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5it a=d sew a@.. sSing. They boin Had good voices and <new ;ost ail
0: ti= s0ni5 21 tnat aay. Jien I was iiitie I was puny and snad
every 4isease Lot Glner chiilarcn hadg, cesiues Scune extra. I_;ﬂssed
a 1o- of echrol, oput my west pleasani mea.rles cf =my youn. liie was
listwoing to Jotrer and Zad Sing.

4 fricos of _urs ta?d sold a pelf-interest in a zold cine ang
wapt=d scme “ancy new clothes. N cate to .y failiér to Lave thef
made outl Le waz rother f_nicsy. Fima.iy my father told nia i his
nrac -as as 2asy to it as nis body hv sopula be all rigat.

Since 7 nad —isesd 50 =much schocl, zy folas
teacher to _ring me up o the rest i the class.
Goe ol classes ca walinut Val_
tea . uer < g, i |
[+ D it 2
le=zso . .ly wonce .as &
wWatE Such aL -2ca5ith I re ot 2
EC L EH A 1 et T 55 &
nert day I Went ri, Lt i LE1Ln,
Fery ielr with
LT ) AL TR
verisve ze, <&
ed at SCLuGl.

instlailed
G =i.e of
ti.e schco., 50 we

LrEas
t-e ¥.nav~s,.
i i

Sometimes the dificrent CCLnlry sCutGiz wWou Bt
snelling scntests. The school board aenbers wer 3 T LE pLart
€I the teams. Dad was very :recise in BiIS ELEEeC:. &LU Speilin., EC &
was a welcome memter 5f the team and always faired very well.

Qur books were furnpished by the scbhcol Leard, and we were L
to takg czre ¢f them. Nost of cur teachers were good, soue peti=r
inan oth2rs. At this time, if ycu had tkree ysars of rLign scnocl and

passed, ycu could zet a teachiers cert_ficale to teach. CZur average
eprolineant was about fifty, fros the first grazde tarc..b tne —intx.

we created our own anusements. e played zames lize Fox and
Geese, Volf and Heunds, progrescive bali games, ice-szating, apnd wsen
the snow was Just right we would made snow forts. e would roll up
some snow balls as big as we could 1ift and mare ocur forts atout
thirty feet apart. The giris would make snow balls for az=munitizn,
ard each groupr of boys wo.ld try to take thke other fort.

YWe played another game called Blacx Han's Blufi. e kacd a
¢olored fauily in our neightorhood, and one tiame when sowe one .said
let's play Zlack dan's Bluif, one of the little colored girls said,
"no, lets play old dirty white trash." Nore of us Lad ever thought
about the name of the game before. It was just a gaae. A




I thinx the gawue t.at taught us th2 best team werk wasiFox ana.
Geese. T nave seen a large studert pick up a small student and <
carry tkem acroszs the goal line. Cur #¥lf and Iounds game gave us a )
chapce to use ur a lot of emergy. The 7olf would run till he jot
tired, ke wo.ld =toz, and all the dogs sculd stop where they were.

As soon as trhe wclf pot rested we would all =tart after hia again.

All grades recited every day starting with the first graZe, e
Lad to recite out-icud, ar: it was 50 metimes hard to concentrate.
I don't =ee oy the tezciers waraged 1%,

A lo*t of
once a 1ontL w
EGT iy Siol do
Cag suaprozed to add te tin brotier, ait, Lzd a
(ift for rememtering tunes. ¥e sould zo to the road-siows in tocwn
ar; winenever a aew plece wss introducel Walt cowld reccmber it,  Ee
would buy a2 1ittle Sookxlet Wit ccs. Tren, at zur Li-e ary,-
he wzould sing ihke nrew =2xrg 7 -8 all zept ur o dzte with
tre latest irn ousic.

I ra3i foer =212

or rlay an

the scuogsls. Abgut
=g

TG O

ar.
cryf

The Litsrarys were keld at night. e ncod hanging lawns all
ar-und the room, and tie rocn was Jds.ally wecorated tog. It ia:x
tefere we had elsciriecity. Zvery.ne wo.ld dress ur in their test
clothes becausze th_s was 5 siec.al sven_nc. -

a

we hed iots of lays, Ivy, was usually in thex.
Cne rzlay was a destern, znZ rart ¢f the rlay, Ivy was
suppese. to shcot off a she was saying.

All the bigzer boys in tke : to load a
sun, and nost 4 tnem owned "ie teacrer

had ask~d ssize ol tLc boys
rut just a litile extra ,owder in it =so
el , Ivy male her steech and Leld the

deciZed to
would Le netier,

and zulled both trigezers. Her emphasis cas 50 strorg it GTlew ocut .
all the la-rs Zn the room. There sure wde a lot of screasir; ard i
kollering cause nobody seemed to unow wrat nad Laspened, Tell, we got

th® lamps 1it again, and everyone had a cood lauph out of it, but
trhat was the ezd of any zun rlay.

We all hzd chores to do arocurd the house it seems like from the
time we could wall. As we Zot older the work increased. Then we wculd
hire out to neizhbors too. I started ridirg on one of the horses of
the lead team of the binder when I was ei Lt years old. Trey nad
three horses on the tongue to firnish making up a five horse tean. I
¥ould turn ay two horses at the corners anl Iser them tulling tkeir
share. I got twenty-five cents a day for this,

Tien latsr on they had a corn sled shared like a delta-wirng
.airrlane. The wings had about a three-foot long knife skarpened on
each edge that co-ld cut the fecdder off about six iunckes above the
groynd. I rode the lead horse on thkis corn sled. 'Mieo nen would sit

"
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on the slec¢ and cotch the coTa 5 cut off. When they weuld
pet an araful they weulc holler "wipa", tien trey would corry the
corz and stand it acainst the shock. 1 got twenty-five cents a day

for this tco.

. When I was c%iwo twelve yesrs old 1 worihed for one of ocur
reighbors wre kad a well 4rili, 1 used to drive the horsrower that
operctad the driti, If se were just cleaning a dug well we only
necded one %feam, but if we were driiling a weli we used four horses,
I would tace our team., T learred a great dezl apoot a lot of things.

c=r

I o rked “or £im the seccnd yesr tog. I 4idr't draw any aoney icr
ei-ner year because I .anted tgc have a well dug at our nouse. ke
lazt year ~ worxed fur hoi= De wanted to sell nis drill.

30 we did was dr;l j gl

the =itcren dcer.

en"ugn to et tr o 1 s B R U
at rnipety-: S ax
It was hanly f;r tLe er w ce
03 nearty. znd calts Sur ed

hoie use. Je still T EE

¥ aiss bougnt his blasckszoith suwtfit E3H 2%
aczomodation for ourcelvez and neljnicrs 1
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were hazner, tongs, and
#¥ori with what we had to work wifL.

i

r I wo-ked in the hay fileds “ackisg

So-devyil zould ilckx it up and
avout thirteen I was woriing
H2 had three grown sons, ahbc
They pick=d on me all the time.

csme on tze stack wits me and I will

hay." The rest o the year I £4id nothinz tut foliow hizm zround the
stack, just to get the feel oI the hay. You hod to see thit t.e

jressure vas the some all over the stack. The next year he gave oe
& pitchfork and had me sIread tre kay and he followed me. 1% wasp'i

/. 2png untxl he let me stack tke hay aleone., The third year &=
I,Vas a nunber one staciker and would zet thres doliars ter day
sbecare an official stacksr while I was only fourtsesn or £if

_Fold. . _ . .
/ : : :
I Mr. Brown was one of the original frzijhters on tke Santa Fe *
./ Trail. His son, Franx, uarried Carol Thirsk, sy brother Zern's
i’ daughter.
'3
¢ : - - 5 s
) I leased scme sround from a fellow. I was to et two-thivdsz cf
the eror and talzz it oif the ground. FEis ane-third sas to oe lelt
standing unhusked. I hauled all of my share home and stacked it ur
.80 I could husk it out as needed. I had 2ll ry feed staclked close

by-the barn for the winter.
% 3l -
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I viorked for one fellow stacidng hzay for trree dollars a day, -
and he worked for me cutting corn on a sled for one dollar a day.
Trhat was tre rate for the type work. e drove one o7 Lis young
bu_gy kerses nitched to a cart to work oane day and tied her to a
fernce. Along caze a thrasiing sacnine, [ toid “¢3 to o stay with
kl: horee until it ~ascz ed. Ye said, ".o A

|

L Juct e Laie o, fant, se ,_;d.t
noteled the aorse, :ni I tock hi.: hcue tn

Mad dogs were rere when I “ived on t
three cases. Coe 37 theu cecured on the
gone to Winfield %g nzve our family -ictu
the summer of 1900. I Eknow it was sure Lo
into town in a lunver wagon, no shade. Ve
deg sonewihere in the country, but didn't lznc- . AS we were
co.iing hoene froa Iown e were about one and s half ailes from Rene

ara. I only reczll

7 ine entire fazily %ad
taeien, It thine it was -
ridins that teree ailes

nel neard there was a nad

and wgre down a little sloje. I7 wos the begi ng 0o a lar-e drain-
age for -asture land. The rozd - cossilly three hundred feet.

through this and then went up a liftle ice on the other side. Te -
our surrrise e sav the nad dog coming woward us, The dog was on

the left side of the *rpadway, so Dad drove the teas over to tle it
side, and we all were very guist. My o_der vrothers, Een, Lert, Joe
and Alfred _oft cut of tie wagon and crailed tikrourh the fences, two
cn one side apd tuyc cn the other., Thers lac Zlexnt raclk

<7 of rivszr
throwing, size, they Czthered ap arz :¥:11 and walzed facing, tue dog.
“hen they pot even they started throwins at hin, 2y Tritrers could
throw a rock aboul as straight 2s you cocid snoot and as effectively,

they scon killed the dog. Ye 211 took a2 ziZl of relisf, ™Lot vas
ay orly contact witi a m=d iO" we were 21l afraid of thex. e had

(=8
lots to be thani:ful for tiat e g0t nome sefely, I Lncr of a horsze
that had been ©it by one of tie do;s. Tiey ;ut it in a ;en at tie
stccV"Ard in Ft. ZWeorth and it would run at the fence ard try a=d
Bite its wav out.

My ltother arn<d Fatker were z00d nei_hvcrs to everycrne. Moi.sr vas
called on to be midwife tc z0st o7 the wonmer withip any dlsta::e at
all. Thers were very few times when we didr't iLave scne cne staying
with us, tco. The follis would be loa.lng after thea at_our ip-=e
Cne lady I re.es.er staying with us was Mrs, Fodse®$ 8ne vas the
motzer-in-law to my sister, Grace. iirs. Ecdze wac a larze womian wrRo-
was going olind, axd in a short time, was comi; lsetely klind., She
Etayed at our kouse fer a lony tine to zivs Gr:=ce =z little r:ei, ==
Grauce anl Jap lived or a farm w_th liuited couvenicsnces, Their cul-
ouse was not tce far from the howse so tiey rin a wire from the
house to the out-house so ¥Mrs., Eod:s: coull fing her vway by hLerself.
One day ske got alumost there when she heard a noise. Skhe thoughkt it ° -
was a srcale. She came came back to the house and told them.wkat she
heard. They went back with her and found a rattlesnake in -the path,

From then on, some one always had to go with her and wait to brlng her.
back. BWhen she lived with us that was usually ny jogs
4

There was another little, old lady taat the foll lonPed arter.
She had a home of ber own in Winfield., I don'%t telieve she was any.
relation to us, but she was English so the folks took care of her. e
always called her Aunty Perizold. Sometimes she would stay with us
when she was ill, a week or uors at a time, . .

L
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- 5 &
Cther teo le were good nei_ hbors to us, tog, #e livel cne and

a talf —iless n-rin of the schoel ncuse, and the planachards livei cone

and a 1alf siles souti of the scnocl. In bed weather wnen 1I'd leave

tie school if :hc storm was from the nortn I'd o to the Elancrarcds.

if the stora wis fron the soutn 1'd go roze. Tie folxs nTver worried

about = becau e they =new wners 1'2 ko,

.. maren -he 24tk, 13231, it waz atzut the ¢sldest day we'd hzd
i

in a ng time, a big stzrc c-me cat ol ik ncrthk so I headed for the
Rlanchzrds, I nade't been feeling : al Vi rnd by the tiz= 1

got to the Blancuards anu wa_zed

a

¥
z rard toois ore locuk at
ot the measl irre

ne and said, “roua've g stirrsgé u» the fire and
noved 'he cuffce snte the frent < - ire. SLe Lot Zown ine
g7sh pan and {721 it ith kot water ara I so=zsed oy (R e
while :the coff-e s ‘rg not. |+ ed o1 ia 1% Waz
s0 str.ng you nad % 5 . 3 g ze 2
cur of 1%, bit el G2 : F a
spoon 2nd 4i .rec i I re £ 2L0 & uinline
that staysd on the Lar sn e IE arcungt on
tpp bui she ke:t stirr 2k reux ©f L idxEnk
every irog. IThie size re &, 2bou ze of
three =f opur cits tcid T= ved an. down
shader so it wxs as d = and ta ay=d
about iwo wezis. 3he 2 myzelf €

was st covered Wit spots b for anck

She szent [ir. rlanchard oul & ari he

That was 2y main food while

¥». Blanchard's name was Ferry and the

‘

foeriy-two yesar oid son
vas a bachelor by the nane of Zira:. They were az ruggced a -alr as
you cculd find a.ywhere. They raised their cwn tcbactio and ooth
szoked pipes. Thep they would 3i, ki up their rI wits this sirore

tobacco tke flies and insects would leave the

tise wasn!

slthoush I spernt ny eleventh birthday in T iszst.
s, ESlancnard nucted uz all ner scraps ang I ocase ay lst.er a erazy
guilt wiile I was gettzrg well. She zas stil} usin: it until sie dled,
and I remember seeing it arcund as late as-1242. ined
strength, I made a little Daisy ch=ese. They put I
added the rennet, and dirped out the curd. Then i o
it in the vress. Thkis rress put enoracus pressur nd

it squeezed all the whey out,.

irs. 2lanckard was tkhe tutor oy folks zad nired to catch
with my schooling, so I wasn't allowed fo zget te far belind t
just chause I nad the neasles.

-

The; tvo Blanchard sen couldrdo nost aryt:ing, faraing,
harness, rerair nackinery, or yo: name it. Thsy liged to nunt aand they
had & pointer dog named Dan. In the suumertiwe, Dan ané I would ;o
down to the ¥alnut RWver. I would wade upstreasm as far as I cculd azd
Dad would juap in and get e by the ara and tring ne back to the

river bank. Ee was good life-guard. He w ould chase rabbitsz for

e e



me, but when #ir. Elanchard viould talte him bird hunting he wouldn't
tay any attention te rabbits. It vas beautiful to watch tiie two of
them hunt together. '

“ty. and Mrs. Bia-chard wanted to zet a szall dog to be coopany )
for Dan, so I got them a little purpy. “c as fifty-seven varicties,
but tiue dogs got along fine together ami they seemed to underztand ’
one ancther. There was a Ltransient cane alons one day in a wazon
with a rit buldldog trotting along behind. Cf course, our two dogs
varked, the nman in the wagon stopzed and his dog sot all set Jor a
fiznt. Well, Dan storred at the fence and kert on bariing, and

wiile the bulldeg was atching him the little dog ran arournd behind
the tulldog and bit hin on the leg. UYhen tie bulldog turned around

to sedrwhat had Hit hin Dar ran dewn ard hit the bulldog ancd sent

hiz roliing, and tefore the bulldog «new what had hagrened cur two
dogs had hin whipred. The bulldog ran urder the wa_on and wolldott
come out, The .aar said it was the first tisme bis dos had ever been
whipned. UYe said uis dsg had raid his way with fignts, azd e didnt
Ynow wnat to exzpecti now the rnext tizme he xaired hi. in a figh

After seeir,  tune way shese two dogs worked to_ether, not 3
time, but in cther fights and in huntiag tozether, no one can say
dogs are dunb. i

The BlanciLards were very superstitious. They were gr-at believers -
in onens and signs, and they rcad their tea curs. They nad worsed at
regular jobs before, so ihey worked their farm for ten Zsurs a day,
and then after sumresy would sit on their oren Jorch aad goszin. They
had worlted all sunmer, ani the rrosrects for = Zood crez was rretty
wuch of a certair=y. =ut, on “Leir open porch, like a o
other rorcles, thore were a bunc. of nails Lanaered jart val
posts, Scue eone, at some time or awother, kzad hung a ricce of
on one of the nails on cne cf the posts. Ev-oy svenizg abcut dusk the
bree-e would come ur and clow tiis wire ggainst the rost sading an
off-tone sound. They never looksd to see what caused this sou.d, they
took it as a warning to leave the farm. They sold their crop and all
the extra odds and ends they had accummlated, and were loaded unp to
leave the next morning, so I went down to srend the nicht with them
and say good-bye. Well, the wire sounded off ard they told me that
it was warninz them to leave. I went loolkirg for the sound and foynd
it. T took the wire off the nail and told them tkat was their evil
sound, but that didn't stop thea, They got ur early tke next worning
and left. I lost track of them, I don't iknow vhere they went. Ve
hated to see them go as they sure were good neighbors. 3

My folks éidn't believe in signs and omens. They taught us to . -
be honest and make tne best judgerent of thicgs as tney ccue. ‘“that
has been my -iotto throughout my life. I think I kave learned sone=-
thing froa every job I have had.

Wle had other neighbors, One fanily fron nissouril rgised ducks
for feathers and eating. I don't think they understo k about canning
fruit too well as they had several jarg of peaches that fermented. _
They emptied them out in the backyard. “The chicikens didn't care for:
them, but the ducks thought they were a rretiy good treat so they

g




) < We'would g0 huntirg in bad weather. e ¥
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¢leaned therm ur. ‘Then tke nmérn cane in fron the fields there wvere
dead ducke lyins everywhere, ‘“whey didn't inow what had .dlled then
so they 4idn't trust using the meat, but they thou-at they'd save
the feathers anyway. They ricked all the feathers off, then, thre
fanily went into tewn. Whenrn they came pone they were greeted by a
yard full of Zrurkcn, nanxed ducks staggering arcund. Thelr feach
runch had worn off encouzh for them =zc pget uxz, but lack of featiers
:nd after-effsctis of the punch zade 1t dfficali for thex to walx.
The weataer wac c¢ld and the men rad tg -ut a stove in the duck
house tc keep then warm until tley graw scze new featners, That was
quite ar exrerience for botu duclis and zan, aiso, sonetiing new {o
us Jayhzwizers., Toe ducks 211 survived.

My Dad was pretty strict. Eec wa; fair
rules tc be fsllioued. 4s ids will, ~e [usLsd &5 LucCn =& &8 could,
but wirer Dad canme out wito toe exyzreszizr, "By Thuncer!", i.en we
knew we'd setior ot fuel sr-und 2nysuie.
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Surdays were to bte #ext
bailgame in tke afterncoen as
wali, Just couldn't helyp wutbling
run, ©of a gasd nii, anzd Walt would
a~pear 2t the HZccr znd Lecuon t

Lo

@ b b
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All fzrxs bed dogs a nd cats,

cats would be waill
te Lis sheoulders. z
be juupizg all arcan

of the cfts would 4ig

cat arné give it a to

after the cat just 1 L sr it to zisces. TIhe
cat would run a little war, then stop, the cogs wcold stor ani &il of
them would walk bacl: to Valt iozether. :

Walter znd I cackh had a tet calf. lloti
g€t indling and wood for the store. e so%
acre at one rip by hitcking the calves 2 iltils e
loafed ur tkhe ons, hkitcrhed ur the calves, an i:d te get tnes %o
sove. I guess they d4idr't understand tais 'Hind :
started to walk tiey felt tiis stranze jull arnd noise zel
they started runrning agnd ¥ic . =& hac wood streaw
yard. It onrly toox us about twice as long to get the
that day.

N o

uld et rabbitz an
quail and Lang thex on the portnh side o tre house. They would =
frozen until we coulé cook and and eat them. Qur other meat —e -
in the cellar. ‘/hat we didn't use in the winter we would siice
fry it down and rut it in c¢rocks. Tien we would cover it with E
lard, the lard would conseal and seal the air from it sc it would feep.
Uith the meat nostly cookted already we could get a neal in a hurry



OQur vegetatles and fruits were put in ditchss, e would dig
a trench long ensugh to Tut the arzles, pears, cabbages, turrizs,
sguash, and anything thzt would freeze. We would line th s irerch
witk straw six inchies deep, -ut in a layer of vezetables or fruit,
ccover with straw, then cover the while thinz with dirt. e would
narx the different srtots where each fruit or vegetable was =c we
could zet what we wanted witkout urcovering the whole lot. e would
2axe a hole just large erou_h to reack iz and Zet what we wantea,
tizen 1ill wup the nmols. Growing iDids are always hungry so we'd sliz
out and dig down ard fet an agprle cr a ~ear, thlen cover it up again.
““fhen Dad would zo to dig ur a bunch of arrlss cr -ears Le said i:
was "mizhty fupry trere never did seem to be any to diz up.m

Je made our own vinecar and scrghum, and pick
We szoked our nams and baconr cured witk owrowr

We carned Cur own :eachnes, [ears, ;lums, che
ricaled peacrkes, azricots, and whatever else
rackzs to dry -eaches, arricote, [6a:s acd ¢o
racl and rut it u; en the hulmer kitcaen rsof,
ked to zet it off the roof in 2 kurry. 'f&: tie
would put 1% beck up, :

LE selies=
=Zould hold abou
cider ani bcil 1t
actles. When th: boil se wsuld st irring 1%
wouldp't stor unt =as done to the rishi tohichnces, “e
long stick about eipht foot lons as a handls, the zaédle was fastened
at the end at right anzles, sc you could stand bzck and the beiling
blubbers wouldn't splash out on you. They sure wouli aake a sore.
Peach and vlum butter follwed the same roui’ne, excert the cider.
After the butter was the right thickress it was put in orpen jars
ard then we would pour nelted sealing wax over then. This would

xeep out the alir. Tke large ircr ksttle was also used focr any-
thinz else we nFeded it for such as rendering o.t lard.

#e had a metal snmokehouze about 5'x5'x3' high. ¥Fe dus a trench

welve foot lons by one foot squared, co vered with tin or board.
One end let tke szoke into the house, on the other end we bu¥lt the
fire. This was a smoldering fire to create smoke, wmith ver? little
heat. The szmokehouse had a vent in the tor so the smoke ccould
vent the hams, shoulders and bacon. They would kang in the houze
uztil they were fully szoked. Then we would hangkthem in the cellar
fron nails driven i:zto the floor jolsts. ‘They sure nadé€ amighty

ine eating. Wiat we didn't eat through the winter, before fly
seascn started, we sliced and fried alxaost done and packed in crocks
and sealed with lard. S

1 was helping Mother cook ham slices. She was very\careful to -
show me how to rut aflice of han in the hot grease. She wouls take
a slice of ham and let it slide down into the grease. She was busy
and L had an idea of my own. L teok a slice of ham in both hands , B
* 1
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an< swun; -t out and 1:t it droy in the grease. roi groace went
ey rywhere. <vlere wzs no real dasaze, but it nroved Mother's
me.cod was ri nt.

Gf scra
angd eGc
it iatc
T g T
t 2 inm
tuset 3
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wife, Geamen, 0@ 20 s 5hatr
Lhern she waz reaiy to

ned put, sce toolie z

leave TY as to taxe ne
e &
kome with ner as

T = e < u I wzs Lorn
in. I nod nmever ridiern in an =leciric sirzet cao, ﬁs ks t¢ st=yz
211 ni hi at her doctor'= oo zz Yery eapzrraszsed, I Hzd pever
used an inside toilet fore wzz vary rice to us,

2:Ercise
about hHalf A
viace after ant I 4did the crores
It sure was nice to e in the country agzin.

]
£

oc
Pl

They ad a confortable three-badricm hcuse,iots of
erriss, cows zpd horses, a six stall warn, eigh r
and eizhty acres of rasture, It was a very” Qndy soil.
were nearly ail in., I Telt ri_hkt at houe.

1

Joe was very tusy. DBesides the farn he

; N fiax Themesd
“ound School. They (the students) kad run the first trac“e cfl, sc
Joe fcolr over toc finish the school year. He, also, kent the bogks
for the bank in Exly, a szall town abosut siz miles from Joa's, ind,

_he was county commissioner, He had two road boszes, but they czred
nothing about tihe conrlaints that came In about Lhe coenditicn ol the
roads, so Joe would ;gngime out to rezair the rcad. I enjoyed it.

I kadn't teen there very long before Grace had to n; o= tre
Loszital in Cklahcma City. That lefi Joe and I batching. 1d
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get up early in the morning and while I would get breakfast Joe
would do the chores. Then he would go off to school.

Jée had planted locust seeds thick in a row so he could trans-
plant thea later. He would dig a trench along one side and all I
had to dowas take hold of them just lixe pulling weeds. I would
pull up all I thought I could plant that day., I'd take a team and
wagon and plow and go the to west gide of his place. I'd plow a
furrow and lay the young locust trees about two feet apart, then 1
would plow two more furrows and plant another row. These trees
made excellent wind-breaks. ‘The winds would blow the sand from the
road, and from other farmer's fields, and it would settle in the
trees. It really was an early soil-ercsion plan. It raised this
strip of land from eight to ten inches above his neighbors fields.
The trees were also used for posts and firewood.

There was always plenty to do. Joe would get home about 5:00 _
and by the time 1 had supper ready bhe would have the chores done.
Then, on Fridays, he would go right from the school on his Indian
pony and catch the train to Cklahoma City. e would tie the lines
up on the saddle apd send the pony home., She would get to home
about 1:00 AM. I would get up and put her in the bzrn, take the
saddle off and let her out in the corral. Joe would visit with his
wife in the hospital until Sunday. He would catch the train and I
would meet him wnen he got off at Hydro. ‘e would get home about 10:00
FM, and start in next week with the same routine.

We always had plenty of quail and rabbit and chicken to eat.
We made our own hominy and churned anc whatever else there was to do.
At Christmas time, we took about twenty to thirty pourmds of Christmas
candy to the school on the last day before the holidays. Joe passed
it out tqithe children and they enjoyed it very much. Not many of
the teachers did something like this. )

1 planted locust trees all day. long on my sixteenth birthday in
the spring. -

Joe had ten acres of sod on the south side of his place that .
he hadn't broke out yet, so I plowed that ten acres. That was a
thrill to me to break that sod for the first time. Then I planted
it to king extra early cotton, adapted to sod. It didn't get very
high, but yielded good cotton from sod ground.

,This strip of ground was the home of scme prairie crickens and -
as I rlowed around the land they would walk from one side to the
other. - They rarely ever flew as they seemed to know I wouldn't hurt
them. Joe said the prairie chickens never returned after thaf year.

Well, that fall, when the cotton was ready, I\trﬁ@d &y hand’/
at picking cotton, The hardest day 1 worked I only picked ninety-
nine pounds. That was no job for me. I had to crawl on my knees
and drag the cotton sack. The cotton was &o short I could not stand
to pick it. : . . : c
One day about this same time I had to'make a necessary business - .-
trip to Hydro. I listed corn all forenoon with a walking lister.’

s
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Then 1 got ready to go to town. Joe wanted me to take the buggy
or a saddle horse, but | said I would walk, some one would come by
and pick me up. ¥#ell, I walked the entire eleven miles and no one
came by. This was not a highway, but it was a county road and there
was nearly always some one coming or going on it. I tended to my
business in Evdro, ate supper at a cafe, and started home thinking
sure some one would pick me up. But, I walked and walked, and no-
one came by. 1 walked the eleven miles back .home. When I got to
the corner of the farm next to Joe's I cut acruoss the field.

This farmer never killled out all the bunch grass and when the
¥ind would blow the sand would settle on the orposite side of the
bunch grass. It was dark by now and I could not see the Flaces
where the sand was piled up. It wasn't long before I stumbled over
one of these places and feli. I just stayed there awhile and rested.
Pretty scon I made it the rest of the way home. Joe sure bawled me
out for not taking the saddle pony. I didn't nmed apy rocqing to
get to sleep that night. Twenty-two ziles walking, pius the listing,
mzde a pretty good day.

Anyore wno planted corn had a bumper cror. Instead of snucking
the corn they snapged it. fTney would aump it inp winrows. (ne nan
had ap upright bailer witn engine trnac “rerated a corn sheller. Tris
steller had a leng conveyaor bely, with =ides, tnat carried fhe corn
ur into the sheller. <The conveyor wa: laia on the gr-una between
the winrows of snayped corn. It ¥ept four of us, using beet forks,
tc keep this conveyor full. #He ¢nly had te work from aaylipght tgo

.dark as day work, one dollar a day. lNooch meal was Ffurnished by tne

farzer's wife. Scmetimes we had good food, and scmetimes it was
very poor. 1 worked at the very worst fscd Flace, tne vurtis farm,
and I was sure glad wren that jos was finished. ESc¢ was evVeryone
eise, *

Since Joe and all the other farmers always heiyed each Gther out
I always nad plenty to do. Joe was tusy ai the schosl, so I kinda
took his place when it came to helping the neighbors. 1 was nelping
at one farm cultivating corn. We were about the middle of the fieid
when we heard the hounds chasing a civet. Mr. Burkhalter wanted to
join the hunt and he wanted me Lo 50 with him, but I said I would
keep on cultivating. He tied one horse to the cultivator, tocok the
harness off that horse and tut it on the other horse and tooxk ¢off on
the chase. 4

The fences arcund that part of the country were made so ¥Gou could
unfasten the wire and go ‘through, but you had to rerlace them. Tthese
rarticular placeg were marked by a stick fastened to tune Fost that
was higher than the fence so ¥You find the spot. Nearly all the farmers
did some hunting. LCoyotes were a menace as they killed young calves
and chickens. With the fences fixed that way the farmers could %o
across the fields, and not have to B¢ around by way of the roads. Ihey
Bure wouldn't have been able to hunt much staying on the roads.




Mr. Burkhalter's mother” was one of the teachers who had been
driven out of the school by the students. This was when th%y came
to get Joe to finish out the term. 5 .

Joe had a pretty good idea where the trouble was, and who was
the ringleader. Sc when he went to the school the first morning he
told the students he had come to finish tnat term and he was going
to do it. The first day and the second day went all right.

On the third day, the leader of the gang gave Joe a sarcastic
answer. Joe told him to come up to his desk. Just as he got there
Joe grabbed him by hie coat c¢ollar and almost shook his head off,
And, before he could get straightened out, Joe got his pointer which
was made for dual purposes. Joe hung onto the kid and laid into him.
When he got through there was a ring of moisture on the floor where
the kid had run around Joe trying to get away from that pointer,

All this time he was begging Joe to stop and he would be good. So
finally Joe let him go back to his seat. Joe then turned to the-

class and asked if there was amycne else who would like to run the

school to come or up. He had no mere trouble with any of them.

Une 07 the jobs I had was to take the corn to the grist mill.
First, I had to sort out the corn, making sure it was the best. Then
cleaning off the worm ends, and fipally sneiling it, and then it was
ready to be made into corn meal. I would take the corn about two .and
a half miles east of Joe's place to an cld gentleman (Ican't remembér
his name) who had ans air powered grist windmill. If the wind wasn't
blowing he would give me the equivalent amcunt ¢f cornmeal he had
ground already for the amount of corn 1 had brought., His fee was one-
fourth of whatever corn was brought in, or one peck per bushel. He
would always inszect the corn to make sure it was clean and good.
People for miles around would bring their corn to be ground at his
place because they were always sure of getting good meal whether it
was from their own corn ground while they waited, or ifrcm some ke had
gound at another time wnen the wind was blowing.

Things went on as usuwal until the fourth of July. Mr. turtis,
(the man whose w»ife fed so poorly), was hauling shelled corn to
market with four horses abreast. He had a team of horses and a team
of mules. While returning home from Hydro he went to change from
one rut in the road to another, and when the fromt wheel dipped down
he slid off the seat and fell in front of the wheels. As:he fell
he threw the lires up in the air and the tepm started to rum away.
He bad his legs crossed as he fell dand whenj the back wheels ran over
his legs it didn't break any bones, but it cut the calf m#scles in ~
two so he could not walk. : ! e

Ur. Williis lived on the farm next to the curtis'. Ré was a
railroad doctor. He was a good doctor, but liquor bad rujned his
trade, so he moved on his father's farm hoplng he could g?t straight=-
ened out again. He sure could cuss. k i .

Some one got word to Dr. Willis about Hr. Curtis s¢ he got on a -
horse and cam¢ to help him. Curtis told him tc be sure his legs ’ ?
weren't broke‘and the voctoritcld him hetd |make sure. burtis was 5
lying down in the back end of- the wagon,. 46. ;he o,

‘4;.;




examining him. He got straddle of Curtis' legs, and Curtis hollered
"if nis lege weren't broke before the doclor would break tﬂem."

The go® mr. Curtls home, and some of the peighbors did his
evening Chores. Hul he was unpopular in ihe commupity and no one
#ou.d agree to come in regularly while he was laid up. HMr. Curtis
kept cailing Joe to come nelp him, but Jce had ail he could do with
his own work and otrer cnores he nad taken on for other people, and
finally Jde told him he'd see to it some one would help him. Joe
the: turnéd to me and said, “you had better gzo help hiw." I told him
I had had encugh of trem, gut, fipaily unuer protest, I went cver
there. .

- ‘

Wren I ﬁznt ir to see Mr. Curtis I called his wile in too, and
thex T pfroceeded t¢ teil them off. I said you worked us all like
slaves lasi fall, and only ralf fed us. Ycu never rave time %o heip
you~ nelgnbors, you live strickly for yourseives. LG¥, you are in
needl of help and no cre hag any syzpatny for you. I cawe over here
under protest, and nct i help Jou, but to nelr your stock, they
need feedirg and caring for. 1 would not work for you at ail f it
could be‘hel;ed. 16.r st5ca zre afraid ¢f strangers, ang you can't
blame “hem as you two are tne Lnly ones tr.ey cnGw.

Final_y, he said are you thriugh. 1 s53i6 ves. Ee boked at his
wife and tren said that everythimg i nad saxd was true. re felt
that itney didn't zneed nelighborg, tut now ne could see wnere he was

Wreng. 5S¢ ne said if I would just Lock about stuck inat ne wouldp't
ack me to do arything else.  He tslac zme wnat trose cuores were, and
- 3 - £
then said . could do tzem Ay way. i
5

So 1 started in tosfeed the hogs, there were about twventy of
them. 7v1heén put qﬂé feed in for the norses, and waited for the cattle
to come in for water. i nhad to run and ciocge the corral gates s¢
they could pot et back ocut. <There were four milk CoOwWs, gne with a
small calf. -mer udders were swollen and very sore. ‘The cattle were
afraid of sirangers, but 1 finally got them tamed down. It was no
easy job.

The rocm they gave me to sleep in was like a bake cver, s¢ 1
slept in the barn loft. also, he told his wife to find cut what I
wanted to eat, and she was to fix it for me.

bhe never went tc town to do any ghopping, so the first thing 1
knew ¢ was doing all their shorring for them. 1 bought all the
groceries, any household items they needed, and even bought some
clethes for them. rirst, it was Jjust clothes for their sor, Uedric,
then, she asked me to get some things for her too. | picked out
dress goods for her too. A

Well, this went on day after day, with no word of complaint *
from them. Mr. Curtis was getting around a little bit by now, and
he asked me to stayon and work regular for them. I said no, but I
would stay till he was able to take over. I stayed until around the
first of November.

———

Mr. Curtis told me’a little about when he first homesteaded.

SR




~in it. There were several tribes of Indians who used to g0 by there|

their "attituae towards their neighbors.
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fihen Curtis drew his claim, he, like most single men, built a small
cabin about twelve by fourteen feet. He built his cabin on the
southeast corner of his place on the brink of a canyon that ram the
whole length of his half section of land. ke had a screen door that
fit in the doorway, also a wooden door. Neither one had hinges on
them, just nobs to hold them in pla~z, so most of the time the door- -
way was left open. :

Gne evening he was sitting outside resting. His horse was tied
to the wagon because it served as a manger. Lis dog was sitting out
beside him. All at once they heard the most god-awfullest scream.

The horse broke loose and tock off, the dog ran into tfe house amd .
skidded under the bed with Mr. Curtis right behind him. Finally, he -
got up enough ccurage §° get the door and fasten it in, so hatever
made those terrible screams couldn't zet in. Ee said he was S0 :
scared he just set in one corner of tne room shaking, while the dog °
lay under the bed whining. FPretty scon he heard something big land !
on his roof and start trying to claw its way in. Sratever it was ;
it couldn't get in, and at last, it Jumped dcwn and went away. It ¥
wat probably a crazed panther that had come up out of the canyon. }
He said he was s0 scared he never once thought about his gun, even ;
though all settlers had guns and kept them ready. MNo one would ;
believe his story at first, until after they saw the claw marks on '
the roof and side of his cabih. : ’

#hen Mr. Curtis got married he moved the cabin to the centercf i
the west side of his property. ‘Then he built two adgitional rooms |
across the end of the cabin. He drilled a well and built a large i
modern barn and corrals. ) t

i
!

Curtis made a garden in his front.yard and planted watermeiens

and when they saw the melons they would stop and of all the trading f
trat would go on. Irinkets, leather bridles, buckles, knives, any-"

thing to get a watermelon.

There was an empty farm about a quarter mile south of Curtis’
place. Each season, the first buneh of transit cotton pickers to,
come in would move in. One fall, avout ten to fifteen colored folks
moved in. 1 guess they were about the bottom of the barrel, they
were always fighting and drinking, and hollering. The neighbbrs had
tried to get them out, but no luck. Finally, one night, one of them
took after another one with a shotgun. Curtis had peen listening to
the fight, and he took his own shotgun and went out clpse to the
road. He hunkered down out of sight, and when the firgt one passed . -
by running Curtis shot between them., He said the first one just took :-
air,.he had not been running at all up to that point, While the othérn
one with the gun turned in mid=-air and rum back to where the fight !
started. Curtis said he didn't know where they went, but they were
all gone the next morning. = . : ‘

hfter~the‘1njury to Curtis' legs, both .of them_k&ndé,éhangédf‘_

or:onesneighbor;

I kept busy. I hauled hogs to Weathepfopd:f
ed

And, Joe would call up and say a piece of road ne
would take his team and wagon to fix it. All th
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him I never collected a penny. S0, wnen 1 was ready to go to Texas
he payed me off, giving me the extra money for hdg hauling and for
tre road work too. I had more money than I ever had before. I went
tc town and bought me a hat like the Menrnonites wear, [ really
strutted my stuff.

‘the day my folks had taken Grace and I to the train staticn in
%:nfield for our itrip to Crlahoma, they decided\to stopby tne doctors
befor e going bacx cut to the farm. UJad had not been feeling well for
quite some time. <The dostor examined Dad, tren asked him, "don't you
hzve scme family in Fort Werth?" Dad said, '"yes, Ada, the cgldest
dsughter, was married apd lived in Kt. &orth." WHell, the doctor told
Dad to ger cut of Karsas just as guick as he could because the water
was s0 bad for him Le had developed a terrible case of shingles. TrLe
dector sald he would give vad a lizited quaniity of medicine to hLelp
h-m till ze could get to Ft. Worth and =zet ancther doctor. The water
i- rt. ¥Worth was artesian water, «opa supjrosed tc be very healtry.

well, Pad and Mothrier left for Ft. Wortn the very next day. I
was supposed to stay in Oklahoma only twoc weeks, but I dian't hear
from my fslks for s1x weeks, and when I did I found cut they had
meved to Texas. ‘'They wanted me to join them, but I had already
started working at the varicus jous in Cklahoma, s8c I stayed a year
izstead ¢’ the two weexs 1 nad coriginaliy pianneaq.

. i

My Motrer and my sister, Ada, met me at the train station. I was
getting hungry, so Mother put all ske had availavle cn the table and
I said, "is that all you got," 1 was a growing farm boy, used to
working hard and eating hard. Ulother told me there was a grocery
store right across the alley. 1 went cver and bought encugh te £ill
ur on right then, and some extira for the pantry.

!

the next day Mother and Ada took me to town tG DUy me SO0me new
clothes. They weren't quite as proud of me in my new hat as I was.®
I got a pew suit, the first i'd ever nad off a rack as vad had always
made my clothes for me before, I got new snoes and a derby hat., 1
felt like staying out of sizht, but that was the style then, and I
finally got used to it, s0 it wasn't so bad.

My first week in Ft. worth I didn't do much but go to the court-
house and the museum and a few places like that. 1 nad just about
seen all there was to see, and I had to find something to do. My two
brothers, Alfred and walter, said they would get me a job, so I went
with themr the next morning.

they both worked for sSwift and vompany, and 1 got a job in the*
wholesale market for ten cents per hour, eight hours a day and over-
fime at the same pay. we put up exrress orders in the daytime., |
had sundays off at the market. Well, that was the end of the farm.

Alfred, my older brother, ran the night gang putting up city
orders., He had been there long enough to know how long it took to
fill the orders. He would come out of the office and count his crew.
if he had enough men he would-say we would be through by around mid-
night to one AM, then we gould rest if we didn't let the night super-

in:gnﬂent catch us.

IS i
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mr. Jackson, the night superintendent, was a fine old fellow.
put, he believed everything should go strickly by the book. 1t
didn't make any difference who you were you had to toe the mark.
tou had to have a pass to go from one department to another. kven
though the work was all done we would nave to put in the hours, and °
we'd try to find places to sleep 80 We wouldn't get caught by Hr.
Jackson.

Al's night crew, if they had any excuse at all, they wouldn't
show up, 50 Al would call me about the time 1 was through supper. 1
would go back to the plant and help them. Friday night was always
. a busy night and L worked nearly every rriday night shift as well as
the Friday day shift.

Swift had oniy one wagon for each route but they had a deal with
a déray comgrany, and also, with a man who pad three or four extra
wagons. This man's name was Roberts. They might need two or three
extra wagons each shift to haul the surplus. The drivers were not
allowed to handle tne meat as it was not ccnsidered sanitary. I
used to take one of the runs almost every Saturday. If I could, I
would go with Mr. Rocerts. He would tell me to take along an extra
frock and ne would help me. ‘Then they didn't know he was the driver.
When we would get through we would go get a good breakfast before
going bacx to the plant. Sometimes we wouldn't get to the rlant
before Wocn or up to three FM.

This continued until Frank Cross came back to work. 1 had been
hired to take nis place while he got well. He had been shot in an
accidental hunting trip.

the plant butcher had just quit toc open a siop of his own, so I
fell heir to his job. 1 had over three hundred plant employees 1 :
could sell to, besides all the U.S. Meat lnspectors, and most of the 4
office force. Anyone could. buy olec (10¢) - T strips (15¢) or :
mutton (5¢). Alsc, Swift had the contract to furnish the T.P.Liner i
(Texas and Pacific Railroad). ‘they used the very finest corn fed i
beef and lambs. we got the stuff out of Chicago, and all their i
cuts were of special size. Johnny King was the office beef man. He
was very patient and:kind with me. He came down from the office and
helped me make the special cuts until I learned how. )

The lamb racks,tor ribs, were a 5% rib cut instead of the
regular 7 rib cut. ‘hat left the chuck, a very choice cut, at five
cents per pound. The beef loins were pin bonmes and flat ‘bones, that
left me with the loin ends of the finest beef you could buy.’ :

whis is where I| really became acquainted with Ur. Frazier, oy .
future’ father-in-law, He would buy one of these loin ends and 1 would
cut him off several |good steaks, and still leave a pice beef roast.

I soon learned his rlegular order and whenever 1 had an extra-good one

I would put his namd on it and have it ready for him. Yhere were- !
several other specidl customers who wanted the good 'eat;_so;I;kept
it cleaned up. Alsd the lamb stew I gold was the best_pleces.. :
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I could still work with the pight crew, but could not go out
sn the wagons anymore. kEvery cnance L had I would go to the other
departments and see how they worked. I learned a great deal that
w¥ay. desides, the route car salesmen had to spend some time in each
jerartment and when they came to the wholesalesmarket side 1 learneq
a lot from them, I felt quite sure of myself and decided . ueservead
a raise to fifteen cents an nour. The company didn't think so.
Then, I wanted to be a route car salesman, but again the company
said no. I didn't stop to think I was only seventeen years old and
you had to ©e twenty-one to qualify. -So, next 1 went to Mr. Methias,
the chief engineer. He was very nice, but said he didn't have any
npenings in his crew, and didn't have any hope there would be an
spening any time soon. 5¢, there I was, at a stand-still.

Bucdy Smith, one of the city salesmen, had a brother working
for the rort korth Facking Uompany. He said they were baving a lot
af trouble witk the market foreman. | went down and talked to the
plant manager, ir. Dumble. ©He was rather impressed, so he offered
me fourteen dollars per weex and overtime. And, they wanted to keep
a record of eacn day and ! couid nhave a man keep the records, or I
could cocme down at night arnd zake cut the records. Since tnat would
be overtime i1 told Lim I would rather keep the records myself. ‘“That
way/, toc, I wouid know what was going on. 1 told Mr. Dumble L -~ould
Zije Swift and Uczpany twe weeks notice.

r

¥r. Dumble was a good bces. Ee was from a very rich family.
His sister married ¥r. Kice of the wice Hotel, the largest Gne in

-Houston. His own wife was from a rich family, and Mr. Dumblie bad a

very good education. But, scomehow, Mr. Dumble couldn't seem to get
ahead in the business world. Eis family had put him into taree or
more different husinesses, but each time they faiied. rinaliy, an
0ld German hired him and put him in charge of the Ft. wWorth Pacuing
Company. This German had fourteen small packing bouses similar to
the one in rt. Worth, and he kept tnem all under his thumb. 5o he
kept his eye on Mr. Dumble, and ip time, Mr. Dumble made & success of
himself.

This-old German also had fifteen hide comrpanies he handled the
same way. He drew a president's salary {rcm each one, and each one
was a going business.

My first day on the job was to:clean out the cooler, 'lhere was
about six inches of old wet sawdust and empty whiskey bottles under
the rails of beef. "Then I got down to work. 1 had explained to Mr.
Dumble that ] knew how it should be dcne, but had very little experi-
ence, However, we both thought I could do the job all right. <2hey
had a man on the killing flotr who had been Armour's nead hcg cutting

man, and he helped me learn tutting nogs. 1 soon picked it up.

. I had been there about three days whey Mr. Goodly, a grocerman
about a half block from the plant, came over to get a pork shoulder.
1 weighed it up, and put the weight and price down. He said he
wanted the fat cut off the shank, so I did, and started to wrap it
all up, 4e then said he didn't want that fat and bone. He said now
weigh-the shoulder. I told him that wouldn't make any difference
in the price, he would have- to pay for the shoulder as it first
weighed up. He said he would not buy it that way. So he went ang

+
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got Mr. Dumble. <They came in together, and mr. Dumble said, fwe .
always try to please him because I rent my house from him." 1 said,
wall right, Mr. vumble, if you are going te run the market, here is

my apron." '

Well, that sorta changed things. He told nr. Goodley Mr.
Thirek is running the market so you will have to deal with him. Mr.
woodley stormed out and didn't take the shoulder. Mr. Dumble said
he was sorry to lose nim has a customer, but 1 told him not to vorry
that he will come back. L knew him from his ¢o ming into Swift's and
the under-handed way he tried to do business over there., 3Sure enough
about two weeks later he came back and bought what he wanted and we .-
had no more trouble with him.

Mr. Dumble didn't know how to handle men, and scmetimes he would
interfer with the work upintentionally. he men likel him, but they
didn't want him coming around for anything. -

a8

whenever one of the men was sick and missing work the other men
would take up a collection. One of the mén who worked on the killing
floor had a stroke. His pay was by the hour, so it stopred when he
didn't work. I sent one of my men with a clipboard around the plant
taking up a collection. <vhen I added up what it was, if it wasn't
encugh to get the man through the week 1 would add maybe up to two
dollars. Hr. Dumble would then double wnatever amount 1 had put in.
YThat would make a pretty good¥salary for the man. #r. vumble never
put in anything from the company, it was from him pefsonally, and it
was always twice as much as 1 had put in. this old gentleman with
the stroke only lived a short time. 1 never knew what happened to his
wife. This was before the union, or pension plans, or hospital plans
or anything like that.

Cne day Mr. Uumble told me there was a loss of material soméwhere.
1 told him | knew where it was, but when I told him he didn't want to
believe it. Salesmen always put up their own orders. Un one route we
had an uncle who was the salesman, and his nephew was his driver.
he-uncle would make up a ten pound order of pork loin and mark it

down as eight pounds, and do the same on nearly every order he-gfut up.
we didn't have rail scales so we would work on the hot weight
that was marked on the rits of both foregquarters. Shrinkage was
figured at three percent for the first day, and two percent for the
_second day it hung in the cooler. It wasn't anything for this Bales-,
mam to take off an extra ten to fifteen pounds per day. Hr. vumble’
trusted everyone, and he didn't think this man would do anything like
.that. So, I asked Mr. Dumble to bring in this man's tickets and we
would check over the orders. He soon saw that it was -haprening, so0
he let-the man go. 'hen, I was told to put up the orders, and that
stopped all the loss. L . X
We bhad city lights that were small and very expensive. 1 -suggest-
ed to Mr. Dumble that we use a generator and drive it'off the ice - -
machine. We got one, and it was so much better that we sbon over=- " -
loaded it. Then we got a larger one ' that worked-out® ery-well B0, T3
the wagon sheets were being sent to a la dry- - ithWwas’cos
1ot of monmey, besides losing a lot of* the LA
washing machine and do the job-ourselves.
stlf. Ve then started doing =21l our; fro¢
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John Schilling, our sausage maker, Was about sixty years cld.
kick Davie was his assistant. “hey put out the best line of sau-
%age in Ft. #orth. They were sure nice to work with. Lt was my
job o keep them supplied with meat.

I %eype this job until 1920, when I took a city route ag sales-
pan for two years. 1t was in 1522 wnen we moved to Colorado.

I have already mentioned that I gci to know Dr, Frazier when
he campe in as a customer. But, that wasn't the first time | ever
saw nim. He was the plant doctsr and was called whenever there was
an accident. One of the Mexican laborers nad been seriously hurt
in the blood room and scme of us were doing tne best we could for nim
while waiting for the doctor. br. Frazier came Up and I saw a tall,
slender, uignified 1looking man. he squatted down besice the MeXican,
took his pocket #pife gcut and slit tme man'e ciothee so he cculd see
the extent ¢f the injuries. ‘Ynen he started talking to tne man in
the low-class, gutter Mexican that most of the laogrers used. L was
not.very impressed witn tais doctor wno talxed that way. Later, after
I got to know him better, L found cut ne could speak the pure Castilian
Spanish alse. Bui the poorer pecple wouldn't have been av:® to under-
etand him very well. He nad gone wiilh the American railrocad comiapy
that built scme of trhe railroczas in Mexico, and he Znew the couniry
and the people very weli.

New Year's Nignt inm 1910 - there were five of us used to tlay ana
sing and we were invited to a party at Mr. hknderson's house. HMr.
Anderson was tne sweet rickle foreman at Armour and fLompany. Ee and
his family were alsc friends and ex-neignbors of r. Frazier and cis
famiiy. *The party was underway wnen we got there. I met Mrs.

Frazier and her three daughters, 1 alsc met the three daugnters of
the Anderson's. #e all seemed to enjoy the rarty very much, but trhat
was as far as it went, }

Not too long after that though 1 got an invitation tec come to a
party at the krazier house. 1 wrote back.tkat I was very sorry 1
could not attend on account of my father was sick and I tock care of
him at night. 1 thought I had done the right thing, but Estelle, the
oldest daughter, took it as a brush-off. Jonn, her younger brother,
and i had worked together at Swift and Company, and had cecome good
friends. I liked him very much and we stayed friends even tuough 1
did not attend their party. *

in 1913, Dr. Frazier bought a house just three doors from us.

.Well, :of course, that renewed our friendship and 1 was forgiven for

not coming to the party when Estelle visited our nouse and she saw my
father really was sick.

My father would have one of his sick spells and would be in bed
sometimes for three months at a time. Ke had what they called then
granulation of the bowels. He had no control of his bowels and he was
so weak he couldn't turn over: I would put a quilt in the bathtub
and get the water the right température, then I would pick him up and
put him in the tub and give him a bath, then rick him up and put him
back to bed. He almost lived on wild grape juice. We would gdther
the wild grapes wherever we found them growing. Mother would strain
the juice after they were cooked, put it in -jars, and give it tq(Dad

¢
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as the doctor ordered. -
*

We lived on a boulevard that was wide enough to put a tennis .
court on 1t. <That made a good rlace tc renew and enhance the friend-
ship. The whole rrazier family enjoyed swimming and picniking. ‘he
next year L got a car, it was a large touring car, and we sure did
enjoy it. If we dldn’t have eight or ten young folks in the car we
thought sometning was wrong.

1 definitely liked Estelle and we were together as much as possible,
In the summertime, when it was so hot, we would gather up several of '
the old folks that lived near us and we would ride around for an hour
or twg driving about ten miles per hour. After all our bodies had
cooled down we would return them home, and put the car in the garage.
Lstelle and 1 would go for a walk ten or twelve blocks. Estelle was
not very tall, she barely stretched up to five feet, and 1 was dver. six
feet tall, so she would walk up on the sidewalk, and I would walk down
in the gutter and it would xinda average up our heights a little bit.
This went on for some“time.

I never thougbt zuch about settling down at that time, but as time
went on I began to loock at it differently. 1 was young, and having a
good time. Walter had married and moved away from home. Aifred and I
had bought this house for Mother and vad so they would have a home.
“e each gave Mother 85.00 prer week for room and board. She had more
money than ever before. We, also, bougnt all the meat and anything
else we could that they needed.
K Alfred got married and moved to Cclorado. And, my Father had died.
I kept thinking more and more about settling down. There were two
girls I thought a great deal of.

Une was a niece of my older sister, Ada, (her husband's niece).
Ada took the two sisters, fourteen and eighteen, into her home when the
mother died. ‘The oldest girl got a job, but the youngest one, Magzie,
(Margaret) was still in school. She stayed at our nome gquite often,
and we all thought a lot of her as she was just like one of the famlly.
After she graduated from school she got a job close to our house, and
she was with us even more often. Ada had moved out toc Stop lhree on -
the interurban, about ten miles from our rlace, arnd it was not easy
for Maggie to go back and forth to waork that far in bad weather.
Maggie was a lot of fun, always ready for a picnic or a party, but she
wanted to be a working girl. -

estelle had kept house!for her family after her Mother's death in
September 1910. 1t really ﬂldn‘t take too much thinking which girl I
preferred. 1 wanted a wife and home-maker and a family. 1 decided on -
Estelle, and | never was sorry. L guess it was a goothh;ns 1 dzdn't
know what the two girls were thinking of me, _ -

Estelle and I decided on a June wedding. Andl
to live at the lake for the rest of the summer.
uith the cawp owner at tle lake and I told him 3 £.0
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for us to come cut and pick*out the cabin we wanted, and to gu
through the other cabins and pick out wnat furniture we liked and
exchange it with the furniture in the cabln we wanted.

we were married June 22, 1918, in the Episcopal Church by the
weverend bckels. We moved cut to the cabin on Lake Wortl icor wnat we
thought was tc be the rest of the suzmer.

went tack to work, and we padn't been cut to the lake but a
few days wnen Wwe both started getting chills. trey would start about
noon, but by the time ] would get nome I would usually feel pretty
good agaim. LJne Saturday, 1 got off early, ard when I got home 1 was
right in the giadle of a chill. 1 went in the cabin, and Estelle was
sick with a chill too. #e went into town to her Fatrer and he gave us
soms medicine. #y Hotner tcld us o come over and live in my OLld
“room. SO that is wnat we did.

Well, we got over the chilis at iast. 1 helrped retelie and
Mother make a pen for an ¢ld nen witn some little chickens. 1 said L
believed I would go into the wouse. When Estelle and Mother came in
1 was out of my head. Tstelle called her Uad anpd WhLen he came ke said
I had the fiu. This was on a saturday afterncon. Sunday night
Estelle came down with the £flu, My Mother was seventy years old but
she tock care of both of us. the doector would put up our medicine and
biring it to us. We would have a fever, and then we would sweat. The
doctor whispered in my €ar one day, "I don't want to scare you, but
I'm losing patienls eveTy daz that aren't as sick as you-two are.”

We were in oed for over two eeks without a tath. 7The doctors at that
time thought a bath would be bad for us. Detween the fever arnd the
sweating the house just stunk. - -

Wihile I was sick 1 got a card from the Exeamption Board saying if
L didn't come in they would come after me. That kinda shoos us ug.
My Mother called the soard and told them-1 had the fiu but would rerort
as spon as L was able. s

1 was exempt because of ay job. we had a bill clerk and he was
a good one. He could do the work of two men when it ccme to billing,
but he was not congenial to work with. “me had a little *pull™ here and
there, and he got the idea if nhe joined the service he would get the
manager's job at the siorage place in rngland. Well, tne day he enlisted
the ship with the crew for this storage place sailed, So, he was just
put on K.P. somewhere at ome of the southern camps. Thére wasn't any
special job for him and they kept him busy doing every dirty job that

came along. Anyway, he was mad at everyone, s0 he turned me in as a
slacker. : =

when I was able L went down to the rx¥emption Board. The Pregident
of the Board had the same job at Armours as I had at the rt. Worth
racking vompany, so he knew what my work was all about. And, Lr.
¥razier was tke doctor on the moard. Told them i could tell them Who

&

had turned me in, and they laughed and ‘said I was right. Aanyhow, 1
asked them if I-would be called, and they said no. <Then I asked if we
could go .ahead with our building plans and they said “Yes, there was
no. way L1 would be called.* .
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property is bringing today.
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well, that was some relief to us as we had made our house ' a
plans and wanted to build. We told the contractor to g0 ahead with
the rlans. <vhe contractor said it would take two months,

Yo go back a little bit, we had moved to ur, Frazier's house
shortly after we recovered fro~ *Le flu. " Hattie, cetelle's sister,-
had married and left ur. rrazier without some one to care for his
household, 30, Estelle took over again. ur. Frazier had decided to .
sell his house and move into an apartment over his office, <vhat left
us free to build our own home.

The contractor became ill, and it was over four months befors
we could move in..lt was one of the very few houses at that time that
had running water. <The cabinets and fixtures were all made to fit
Lestelle as she was just five feet tall, This was on 32¢ Avenue H, o
Pelytechnic, Fort Worths However, we only lived there about two
years.

I speculated in property after we were married. Cne of the
places I got ahold of was four acres with an old style house about
two miles of where we lived, south. After the family moved out we
used to go out there conce or twice a week., “here were a lot of cante-
lopes and rutabagas. We sure did enjcey them znd some octher things
from the garden. ZLZvery time we went cut there we liked the place
better so we sold cur new house and moved out there.

This was an old-style, two storied, T house. We rented the up=-
stairs to a couple. MHe was a pretty good carpenter and they paid
their rent by nim doing necessary work arcund the place. We got a
Coleman stove and a water heater, screened in the back porch and put
in a shower. We were quite modern for the county. e dug a cess pool
and put in an extra one hundred ~gallon tank for water, and we always
had glenty of running water. . =

We sure did enjoy this place. ‘There was a three hundred foot
front yard with a walk out to the front gate., 'There were gix arpors
vita on each side of the walk. We bought a small jersey cow and she
kept the lawn mowed for us, besides giving us all the milk and butter
we could use. We sold this place just before we came to Golorado in
1922,

Qur: first ¢hild, Clover Jr., was born in our new house in Poly-
technic. Sarah, our second c¢hild, was borm in our ¢ountry hotne.

We had recovered the little house we had built, ‘'The reople who
had bought it had faulted on the note, we thought we You%ﬂ keep_it
as it was clear, and we just might net want to stay iniColorado after
all and might want to have a place to come back to., &ut, we néver *
regretted moving to Colorads, =o we sold the place again. To show you
how things can drop, the cil depression had hit Ft. Worth and, Texas,.
and where we could have sold the-place at dne timeifor-four:thouséndl+ .
dollars, two years later when we did sell it we-could oaly-get ¢ :
thousand s5ix hundred dollars for it. I wonder-howhmieh+%

Shortly after we moved to Colorado, Armour. bokih
Worth Facking Company. .1 heard they pade -fidp;
regretted moving to Colorado. We liked t
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'ways. 1 think it was good for my health as 1 weighed one hundred and
twenty-eight pounds when we moved, and by Uhristmas I weighed one-
hundred and seventy-Iive pounds and felt like a different person.

" Before I go into the Uolorado experiences, there are two or three
other **ings 1 forgot to bring out earlier.

mentioned that alfred and halter got me the job at Swift and
Uompany. The first day I went to work Walter came around at noon and
sald 0 come on he knew a good place to eat our lunches. He tock me
out o1 the loading-dock. This loading dock was at ground level and
there were a few spall windows frcm the basement that opened cut onto
the dock. He sat me down in front of one of the windows and he wert
over a bit further to git down. Fretty scon I found ©ut why he went to
a different place. Uown in the basement was the purifying room where
they mixed ruller's tarth {Denver Mud) wits tne lard to purify it. ‘ihe
window trnat 1 waes sitting in freont of was the vent window from this
rocm, and boy, did that stufl stink. 1t nad the odor of scmething too
long dead., My vrotner was always a great tease, and doing something
lize this realiy tickled hiam.

Alsg, in the srring of 1510, hailey's Comet arpeared. We fzund
about the best tilace tg view it, guite away from city lights. “The
plant was ten stories pigh, and tnat was commercial stories wiich are
higher than a regular house story. ‘rhem, on top of the plant, was a
water tower. The tower, ctand, and roof were cetween twenty and thirty
feet high. Whrer it was plenty darxz sne night, a bunck ¢f ues went to
the plant. w#e had no businecs trnere sc we didn't want to run intc the
nigh* watchman. We climbed the ten stories oy an cld fire lawder nung
on the side of the building. it was straignt ap, not the slanted fire
ladders on apartment buildinge. &her we got to tame roof we next
climbed the ladder that went tc tie tor of the water tower, trnen we
scrambled up onto the steer rocf of the tower, fe lay down flat on
our "bacxs and waitched the Uomet. There just waen't any buildinge that
were higher than that in those daye and nothing interferred in GUuT
viewing. 1t sure was a sight. Hailey's Comet is due baci inzf§65, but
I think T will be satisfied viewing it from zround level t?;é-time;

Fl

One night during the winter of 1917, I believe it was, it snowed
quite heavy in Ft. Worth. It doesn't snow very often in tnat ;art of
the country, and when it does it is usually onty an inch or two at the
most. This time it must have been at least eight to ten inches, and
since it turpned very cold at the same time, it didn't melt off in a
few hours. John, Estelie's brother, and I decided this would be a good
time to go sleighing. We didn't have a sieigh, but that evenirg wnen
we got off from work, we itock the garage doors off. Cne we dismaptied
to make the runners, and the other one was the sleigh itself. The
sleigh was about four feet wide and the full door length, so it made
a nice size sleigh.

Wrenever it was necessary to shirp cattle in the railrcad cars and
there was a bull in the lot, new rope was used to tie tke bull's nead
and horns to the side of the car to protect the other cattle. when it
came time %o unload they would just cut the rope on-the outside of the
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car leaving the rope tied to”the bull's horms. After tHe bull was :
slaughtered the rope was cut off and thrown over in a plﬁe of trhsh. T

These pieces of new rope were handy to have. If you tied knots ind.
them and wrapred them around your tires you had as neat F set of
chains as you could want. You sure could pull out of a ‘mud puddle
without any‘ trouble. Anyway, we had a lot of these ropes at our
place so0 John and I_tied a lat of them togethér and made a good
length towing rore to fasten the sleigh to the back of the carter car.
1t was about fifteen feet back of the car.

A good many of our friends were over on the south =ide of rort
Worth, so we set out picking them up as we went along. Cne fellow
was sitting on the fropnt of the sieigh with his {eet on the rurnners.
The streets weren't built with good drains in them then, and with the
snow, slush, and ice there were dips where the water and snow had 3
drained down to it then froze somewhat. #e¢ nit one of these dips and {
the thin ice broxe and all that water came spraying out all over this ;
fellow., well, we storped and got him inside the car and wrapred him
up in a blanket. He didr't want to go bacx howe and miss the fun, so
we went on.

Une of the girls lived cut by Katy Lake, so we decided to go there
te picnic. There were about ten or twelve of us and the girls had
prepared a picnic of wienies to roast. naily Laxe was made oy the rail-
recad building a dam over the draw to make a piace for the tracsks and -
the road. ‘there was a good Flace out there for the car and to build a
fire for a picnic.

Estelle had a little white dog that went with us. 'This little
dog was crazy abcut the snow. ohe would roust around in the snow, and
run and jump intc a snow bank, then dig her way out. we had a good
time just watching her play in the snow.

e v

well, we had our picnic and about two nours later we started back
to town. we started back about 1:00 a.M. and dropped friends off as we
went., <whe lights on the old varter car were carbide, both headlights
and tail lights. There weren't much good, but since we weren't going
but about fifteen to twenty aniles an bour they showed down the ‘street
enough. As we came by the lower end of Main Street we had to cross
seven or eight railroad tracks. HBetween the ruts and the tracks it was
s0 rough when we went over them that it shook our tail lights out, but
we didn't know it. We had dropped off everyone except my sister, Loda,
John, Estelle and ayself. Loda and John. were wragpped up in blankets
in the back and Estelle and I were in front. ‘'he sled was just
trailing along in back.

As we were coming up Main Street, about four blocks from the
Courthouse, a car came down the street facing us, pulled around in front
of us and parked. A fellow jumped out of the car and started to mn in
front of us, but he realized in time he couldn't make it, so he put
his hands on the right front fender and pushed himself back away from =
our car. 'then, soon as the car passed, he ran behind us to cross.the :
street, . '

. 5 N

He got about middle of the car when the-sled hit him. ke Touldn't
see it coming because the tail lights were out and he didn't expect.
anything to be coming along behind the car. "The sled ki ocked his feet
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out from under him and sicod-him on his head in the snow, then the
sled just rolled ¢n over nim. ke had on a cap but it didn't protect
his ears, and with nis Lead in that frozen slush and the sled going
gver h:m it scratched his face, and cut his ears, and’ bruised him up
guite a bit. But, we didn't 4now it. e didn't feel the sled bumping
over nhim, and we had already gone too far up the stres. to bear him
when h2 got his feet under him and hollered,

lnere had been two fellows in the car that parked, and the
driver was still in the car. ¥hen ne saw what had happened to Lis
partner he came after us. #We were abGut t#0 blocks away wnen he
caught up with us and told us to stop. THéR we found out it was a
prliceman who had stopred us, and he said, "did you know you run over
a man back down thne street?" I recognized the policeman, and he knew
me, tco. nre was Cartain of the uvegree Team of Wocdmen of the Xorld
on the south side of town, and | was Taytaln of the lLegree Team on the
norih side. JSo he told us we'd cetter cume arcund t6 the station
house to get 1t cleared up. I told him I wo-¥d have to g0 up and
arocunc the block tecause | couldn't turn ars.nd in the street witn the
sled on benind. he said, O.K. he wouic meet us there.

vthen we 0t to the staticn Louse we fGuURG Cut whnat was EUGINE On.
A sho-t time sefore #we came along cn Yain Street two robberS nac broken
into = sture., These two Lolicemen in the car xnew their district
prett- well, and they had an idea wnere the two robbers rad gone to.
#we has been rassing an ali-nizht restaurant wnen the pelice puiled ug
across thé street to check to see if the rcbbers sere in there. Sure
epcugs, they were, so when the one policeran came a'ter us the cther
one want in tae cafe to arrest the two reboers. “he one reliceman was
getting along all rignt witk the two robbers until tne man wre had
been robbed came ruaning ir witn a hammer. He was & shce revairman and
had grabbed up one of his repair nanmers. Ee wac mad and went aftier
the two roobers, he was going to dispense justice rignt there. The
poor pdliceman was having such a time trying to Zeep the regairman off
these two Zuys that one of ‘hem escared durinzg the fignt and ran off
down the street. A druggist on the corner had just closed his store
for the night and saw the fight going con and the .robver break lpose and
run Gown the street. <the druggist sterped back out of sight and when
he ran past the druggist cold-cocked Lim with his meney bag. Ee had
his money in a leather bag, and most of it was cask, so it made a zocd
black-jack, )

When we got to the station house I Tulled up across the street
and parked., John ard 1 went inside while Loda and kstelle wrapped up
in blankets in the car to keep warm. We hadn't teen there but a few
minutes when the policeman we had run over came in. He had the two
robbers and the shoe repairman and the druggist with him. He sure was
a pitiful looking sight. He was covered with muddy slush from head to *
toe, the blood from his face and ears had rup down all over his uniform
‘and frozen, and on top of that he was still kaving to hold off the
shoe repairman from attacking his captives, And, he sure was mad at
us too.

We got it all straightfened out at last. e hadn't broken any law,
because there was no law in Ft. Worth against rulling a sled behind a
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car., Ve tried to pay for having the policeman's uniform cleaned,
vut he had calmed down by then, and said no, that was one of the
hazards of his Jjob.

When we went back out to the car the girls were sure glad to see
us. They didn't know what 1 uad harpened, but they told us that the
policeman had come up beside our car when he was bringing in the
robbers, and had seen the sled and said, "so that's the damn thing
that run over me." He hadn't seen the sled before he was hit, and
by the time he had gotten to his feet we were too far away and the
street was too dark for him to see the sled down on the street level,
g0 he didn't have any idea what had rolled over him.

i
P
i
i

John and I both went back to the station house the next day to
see if the policeman had suffered any ill effects, but he was all-
right. The Fort Worth Star-relegram had written up a big article
about him being run over by a sled, and still deoing kis duty, so ne
was something of a hero. He was, also, a good sport and told us tnat
the next time it snowed in Ft, Worth he hoped we would let him know if
we were going sledding and he'd stay home.

Sometime in 1920 when Clover Jr. was about four months old we
took a vacation and came to Colorade. Hy sister, Lgaa, was married
by then and she and her fusband, Monard, and my mother came out in one
car while Estelle and 1 and “Ulover were in the other car. We all nad
a good time. We stayed awhile at my sister, urace, and her husband's
place., They had a big ranch outside of Lamar, Colorado, ard had been
there several years. %e went to Uolorado Springs and up to rixe's reak,
but we didn't go any further north ¢r west than that.

After we all got back to Texas we jugl weren't quite as content.
50, in 1922, wpen Sarah was about two mghtns cld we came back to
Colorado, only this time we were moving. Loda, Monard, and my Wother
came out about two weeks ahead of us.

walter, his wife, Stella, and their daughter, EBessie, came with
us. 1 had two cars, one was the varter and the other was a Baby Grand
Chevy. We loaded the ¢hevy with tools and things we thought we would
need out here, Mary, kstelle's youngest sister, was fourteen years
0old and she drove the cvhevy. 1 drove the varter car with kstelle,’ :
Clover Jr. and Sarah. we had the tarp and.heusehold gocds and food. i
1l had an extra battery that gave us lights when we camped. e had
made the two tarps we had, they were large enough to cover both cars..
and reached to the ground all the way around. we had smaps the full
length of the tarp so we could drive the cars side by side about eignt
feet apart and then snap the tarps together and cover both cars with
space between to give us room to move around and a rlace for our beds.

our trip out here was something. We averaged one hundred miles
a day. walter did the cooking. He had a big plumber blow torch he
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could get a mez)l while we were setting up camp. Stella was no
country girl and didn:t want tc move out here, so she kept things in
a turmcil the whole way. By tne time we got to Gunnisgn 1 told hner
sne hac to change places with ksteile and ride in the -tar with me,
well, that quieted ner down and it made a big difference in the rest
of t.e¢ triz.

Cre night we mace camp just tris side ¢f sapinera up on the
Mesa. An ole-:imer camée by anc told us tre story ©f a wagon traln
camped at this same &pct. Inuians surrounded the camp and wanted foocd
and blznkets. vune of the young men driving one of the wagons shot and
killed cne of -“nhe indiars wno was climbing in his wagon. +eli, tae
indiaps said trey would not let the wagon itrairn gEc on until tney gave
the yo.ngz man to them. The ocld-timer never did say whetaer they gave
ur the young man or not, he just sald they finally got things straigh-
tened ~ut withcut a massacre and tne wa.on trazin meved Sn. Qnat was a
nice s=ory for us go to go te slesp on trail nignt,

1~e rosds over the mcuntainps were ai’: qirt, and not very wide or
very g-cd then. Alsc, al: trave.ing ©y rovad red t& be in tke sumrer
becaus= the rcads over the mountains were ciosed from the 15ta of
CGetober to the 1% of Marcr, arn2 sumetime rater 1n the srring.

- #211, we =sqt started the next mornihg 2ra got witpnin about eignt
iles -f Granc Junction wnen we caught uf #itn a fagily ir an olg
Maxwel_ car, _t npaq broken down, £u we LLOAEYD LLEm Gn Deninu the

Carter car and rut about prulling tnem to Srand vunctison,

¥

Loyd and xay met us and tocok s ic Uity Farx to ceap for tne
nignt. Loyd and Hay are two of my sister, Grace's, Goys. 1Irey were
workirz in the Grand Junction district and #“new now tc get about.

the next morning Kay tock us tc Glade Fark over the ola Slice
Rock Eil) road. <They hadn't made the 1rail cf the Serpent yet, and
that has since been rerlaced by the much better road that is still a
heavy climb, #&e got to Glade Parx a tired bunch.

Monard anc Sis (Loda) had come out to Cclorado about twe weeks

‘before we did. When they got to Glade Fark tney found a one rocm

store that was for sale, and they started seriously considering buyinz
it. W%e had bought a sixteen man square armj tent before we came to
Colorado, and Monard and Sis had roped the temt to the Ford they drove
out sc they would have some place to stay temporarily.. They had [ixed
us up a place fo stay about two miles from the store. We mace camp
and ealled it a day. Shortly afterwards Monard and Sis bought the
etore. 1t was the only store for miles and.miles;+Grand Junction was
the closest, so they had to stock a wide variety qf‘items.

The next day we compared maps, rested, and looked artound the camp.
We met Hr. Jefferson. He had come out about ten years before and knew
Just about all there was to know of that country and could tell the
wildest stories. We were afraid to get out of sight of camy.

L]
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The Jeffersons lived just over the ridge. He and his wife had
two boys and two girls. <They were from Missouri, and their motio was,
npever do today what you can put off till tomorrow." Bub, they were
good neighbors and helped us a lot. Y

PN 115 PR )

¥r. Jefferson had told us about the deer, &0 We just had to go
deer hunting. Mr. Jefferson sent his youngest son, Tommy, to go with
us. HNow, we had all been hunting lots of times, but not deer hunting.
We were used to going out after a rabbit or game bird, so we spread
out like we were hunting rabbits. #&e keplt up a steady stream of con-
versation between us, and we had enough guns to fight a war. ie did
just about everything wrong. e found evidence of deer all right, but
needless to say, they kept miles between us. ommy Bure was disgusted
with us. g i

¥ell, we soon got down to pusiness. we got the ccunty surveyor,
Mr. Sleeper, to help us find the vacant land. He knew all of that
area by heart. After surveying a lot of land #Mr. Sleeper said, "“you
look like good fellows and 1 want tc give you a tip. You have got a
lot of good land, but you need water. Get all the land you c¢an on the
Little Delores." He took us out on a high biuff, which was the south
boundry of the land we wgre zetting, and he showed us the east and
west line of the Ulé Spanisn Survey, and also the U. S. Survey. ‘the
stakes were about fifteen feet apart, The line went across the river
and took in about fifteen acres of alfalfa tnat some other fellow had
extended over his own boundry. Mr. Sleeper said this all taxes in the
land you have picwed out, but ne gaid there was a catch to it. The
old-timers around here npad run everyone off that filed on it. W#ell,
my brothef, #alter, did not want any part of trouble, so I filed on
the claim.

We set up tne sixteen man tent to live in until I could get a
cabin built. I built up a obrush fence on &y line right to begin with,
Everything was going pretty well till one morning 1 heard a noise out-
side. I looked out and there were three cowboys with about fifteen
bulls. They were trying to drive them over the brush fence on my line.
So I thought, well this is the showdown. I got my shotgun and went
outside the tent and said, "the first man that drives a bull over the
fence 1 will load down with buckshot.® That kinda changed the plans,
they rounded up the bulls and drove them tnrough the gate.

Our place was divided by what they called a #4 Highway. It was
a public read, but if I nad our gates closed, they had to open and
close them. At that time the cattlemen would just open a gate and
leave them open and let their cattle just drift up to the summer
range. The cattle would spread out eating anything they could find to
eat. We had to keep our gates closed in spring and fall when the
cattle changed feeding grounds or the cattlemen would just let their
cattle eat our crops too. We soon got all that straightened out, and
they would open a gate and drive their cattle through our property and
out the other side and then let them stray agaln. But, they respected
our gates and our. bomadry lines. - ' T

wvhe father of one of the cowboys who had tried to drive- the bulls.
through the fence was Mr. Luce Moore. He had the land just above our
.place, and he became one of our best neighbors.. ., | ° i AE L
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we soon knew lots of people on Glade Park. And you sure had to

"watch wnat you said to some of them. Mostly you didn't enquire too

.

deep into what they were doing, where they came from, or why .

rinon Mesa was up above Glade Fark, it ws about 10,000 feet at
the top. the Goverament owned most of the range, Tt lhey would let
you nave as many acres on Finon Mesa for summer range as yoi OwWnec
down below for winter range. ‘rhere were two big outfits several
miles apart, ard tney hired a lot of young boys in the summertiaze to
help out. Cf course, this nelped the young ovoys earn amoney for school
too. Anyway. tne outfit that was the furtnerest way away sent one of
the 20oys witsn a message to the campsite of the other outfit. Tnis Doy
was -welve or thirteen years old, &na tnere wasn't anything unusual in
that because that's tne way all the outfits communicated with each
otner. FEut, when the boy got to the otner campsite ne found a dead man
laying outside tne tent, and the camp manager wab laying just inside
the tent. ne was still aiive but he nad teen srot severai times. The
boy mnew the orniy ;none was at the Glade Park store, about fourteen
miles away. The boy ran the wnole distance and when he got there ne
#as so cut GY wind he couldn't tel: them wnat was wrcng. rirnally ne
gasped out wnat was wrong and tmey called tne sneriff ana an ambulznce
down in Grand Juncticn. Tne sheriff{ found cut trnat the dead man was
a bootlegger and ne and the camp maxager nzd gollen inis an argument
over a baten ef hooich.

pootlegging was a way of life up ther=. The federal mes would
tlan & raid on some yplace, but ! don't tnipk they ever manazed to catca
very many. +Tthe federal men would plar toeir raids <own in wrané Junc-
tion. but some cone down there would hear a2bout it and warn trnem on
Glade Farkx long before the federal men couid get up the mountain,

we had a real good sheriff down in urenrd Junction for #esa County.
Sheriff Lumley took a fairly tolerant view of bootlegging as long as
no kids were involved. DBut, he warned several of the men he was sure
were bootleggers that they had better not.ever sell tc kids or ne would
send them to the pen in a hurry. Une day he found out some kids had
gotten hold of some bootleg whiskey and he haa a pretty good idea where
it came from. He raided the guy's place, caught him with the goods,
and sent him up for a long time. <vthat kinda slcwed down some oFf the
others and they paid a little more attention to him from then on.

there was a widow lady on Glade Fark with two grown sons. Eer -

oldest son married a daughter of mr. vuvall. Mr., Duvall and Mrs.
Thompson were somewhat involved on the side., Anyway, this youngest
taughter of Mr. Duvall's was never satisfied with anything. Every

time she would go over to visit her Vad she would come back and start

a fight with her husband. One day the Thomposon boy got tired of her
complaining and fighting, and he told her if she went back over to

her Dad's again he would kill her. Well, sne stayed home for awnile,
but one day the lhomposon boy came home and found her saddle rony




missing and he had a pretty good idea where she was so he took his ‘
gun and went over to Duvall's place. He walked in the kitchen-and . ]
there she was naving lunch with the family. he didn't say anything, )
just raised his gun and shot her., Almost took her head clear off.
tar. Duvall jumped up from the table and grabbed for the gun, he was
rassleing around with Tho~ziIn going for the gun when it went off .
and shot buvall in the buttocks. Thompson then walked out of the
house, went into the bunkhouse and shot himself. Mrs., Thompson was .
out in the fields and when the sheriff came to tell her he had a :
hard time keeping her away from vuvall. She was heading in to shoot !
him.

Many years later Mrs. Thompson nursed my Mother during the last =
year of her life and she took excellent care of her.

Another man had been sent to the pen for stealing horses. 1I-
don't know whether ne was guilty or not, but he sure blamed the guy
who had turned him in 2hd ne swore he wculd get even. ‘when ne got out
of the pen he didn't go gunning as most everyone exrected him to,
instead, he systematically started stealing this fellow's hcrses. He
would drive trnem over our progperty anc never attempt to bother any of
my norses. e would drive tnem dowrn to Grand Junction, sell them, and
then hunt up the guy and tell him he'd just scld scme mcre of his
horses. Le'd sell them tc buyers who weren't fussy about bills of
sale, and there really wasn't any way they cculd rrove ne'd stolen or
sold any horses.

We had a lady come up from Ft. ¥orth to visit us after we had
gottien settled in prétty good. She didn't gnow much abcut ccuntry life,
and she didn't want to learn. To snow her some of the country, and
try to entertain her, we took the buckboard and team-zand went up to
Finon Mesa on a little side trip. We stoprped at a #an's cacin for
supper which we cooked outside over a camp fire. Yhis man looked just
about like everyone else up there, but ke talked like a gentleman,
and the lady we had with us kept asking nim questicns. He'd give her
a little bit of an answer, then try to change the sucject. But she -~
kept on. She wanted to know where he came irom and he said he had
just drifted here and there. He talked abouwt the wildflowers and gave
some information about herbs. She asked him two or three times, what
he did before he moved up on the mountains, and finally he told her,
“"why, ma'am, 1'm a retired train rovber.”" She éidn't ask any more
questions. =

It was too late to drive the rough trail back down the mountain
at night, so we prepared to spend the night. The man gathered armfuls
of pine branches and made up several beds out under the sgtars. Cver
these we spread our bedding rolls, but the lady wasn't having any of
this sleeping outside, so the man offered his cabin to her. He said
he always slept outside except in cold weather. Wal;, I*d been in
his cabin and I knew it was dark, not very clean, an kinda amelly

AR

outside. The man had brougnt an armful of wild ‘doluat
all over kstelle's bed to make it softer for her.
down for the night, and we all slept pretty good, I.
next morning the lady sure was fussing about someth
all night long. The man 1istened to her conplnini‘
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after awhiie he said, "ma'am, that was just a few bed bugs.' Well,
shortly afteir we got back down off Finon Mesa this lady decided she
wanted to go back to rt. Worth. =

shen we moved to Glade Park there was only cattle being run on
thra rapnge up there. Several times a herder had tried to bring sheer
'ur but had always been run off. Wallace, an ex-sheriff, knew of a
canyon up on the #Mesa tnat had a well in it. It was called Goat
Canyon, I don't anow why, unless wild goats may have been around it
somewnere. Wallace told several of the sheep men about tris canyon
and they gathered a big flock consisting of sheer from several of
the largest sneep owners. ‘he bherders got the sheep up tnere all right,
and I don't kncw how long they nad been tnere, but wheno the cwners
went to check on trhem they found both tne neraers had been kiiled and
all of the sheep. hey had been dead long enoush and rotted and when
the snow melted 1t ruzned tne well. the sheep men didn't seem too
concerned abcut tne herders seing killed, butl tney sure were mad about
losing all their sneep. in the long run, trne sneeyl men woch cuat, because
there is provatcly =mcre sheep up Gn the Mesa nocw than cattlie,

My brothner, Al, apnd ris wife, Mattie, nad moved up from rt. Worth
by now. All of us had put most of cur velonzings in sicrage wonen we
left{ Texas, but now we were ail sure we weren't geing tack, and so0 we
made arrangemenis to snip cur things up. Yrne raiiroads were OLEnR OVer
the mountain in the wintertime, cut it cost extra. 1f you were a
rassenger it cost you 330.00 extra to -¢ over the nump. And, for our
shipment up from lexas, it cost more to ship tne things from Fuebld to
Grand Juncticn than it did from Ft. wortn to Ffuetle. with Mcther,
Loda and her nusband, A1 and nis wife, wvalt and his wife, and zstelle
and me we kad a full railroad car of stuff.

Cur first year on the rancn we nad a flash flood tnat cut us
out of your three cuttings of alfalfa. The next year we had a rail
storm that ruined the third cutting of alfalfa and also beat all the
beans out of the pods. LEstelle and 1L talked it over and decided inere
were several reasons why we might be wise to move down off the mount-
ain. For one thing, we were expecting our third c¢n.ld, and tnere was
no doctor available up on Glade Fark.

Also, by this time, we had aeveloped a gocd business in potato
chips and we figured 1t would be better to be down in the valley for -
shipping and selling. <

vuring the winter months when it was guiet on the rancih we had
started experimenting with making potato chips. We could get ®] choice
potatoes at twenty-five cents a hundred pbund. Gur only competition.
was an 0ld gentleman in Urand Junction that made and sold them only in«
bulk. He was a friend, and neither one of us interferred with the

_type customers tie other one had. ® & G, a company in Demnver, Fut up
‘a three or four ounce box of a very low grade of chips and they would

get rancid in a very short time, so they were no competition. All in
all, it was time to move to a more convenient spot, and get into the
business in a full time manner.
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e put our chips up in ten cent packages, and in one pound bags.
At time we started, we couldn't buy any glasene bags, so we had to
make our own. ¥e used parafine bread wrap:ring paper. We cut the
paper to the right size, folded the edges, and sealed with a hot
flat iron. “That did the job until the raper company finally got us
some bags. de had to have them printed, but it sure helped our )
business. Our sealers were ajax eyelets. <They were quite expensive
then. Kext, we found to display them we needed a rack. You couldn't
buy anything li«e that then, so we figured out what we wanted and
made our own. We used galvanized wire and straightened out and cut it
in lengths. “Then we cut 3/4" x 12" boards and varnished them, and by
putting the wire in the center, driving it into the board, it made us
a very nice display.

Our business grew tili we rented a store building next to a 5
grocery store. <There was a need for a restaurant in the town, and as
we had started maxing bar chili, we decided to Open a restaurant also.
#e added a couster and stools, and hired a cock. Mrs. Groover was an
extra good cook, and we served chili, soup, coffee, pie and hamburgers.
For tke ranchers and cowboys this was a very good place to eat. e
served larged helpings, and thats what they wanted,

%e were dcing a nice pusiness until the grocery store next door
caught on fire, <here #as no fire wall between us, so our rlace went
ur in smcke too.

¥We bought out an old hardware store to get a rlace to move into.
The bullding was twenty-five foot frontage, and one hundred and twenty-
five feet long. 1t had two front deors, and had been aeveloped so
that there was one room twelve and a half feet by twenty-five feet
rented to a barber for his shop. He had three chairs in that small
space. We were doing a great vusiness there, it was on Main Street,
and centrally located.

#e had our potato chip factory in the back, and there was also a
garage and coal nouse. e were using the old brick chimney, but it
wasn't built for so much concentrated heat. Gne day after a hard day
of cooking the chimney caught on fire and it spread to the roof be-
fore we were aware of it. We got out some of the punch bcards and
things that were in the front of the store. We put them on the out-
side of the building while fighting the fire. 'The next morning every-
thing, premiums and all, were gone. ‘the smoke prints of where they
haa been were still on the board. kverything else was either lost in ™
the fire, or stolen wnen placed outside. My butcher and hand tools -
were ruined. 1 had designed an electric cooker to do for our needs,
and had gotten in my heating units, but had not even unpacked them yet.

One of the oddest things, the hardware man had kept a set of tin
cups and spoons that he rented out to people having 'a farm sale. “he
spoons were tied together. <vhese were on the top shelf over whére
the stove was. These all fell down on the floor, and did not even
burn through the string on the spoons. iwhen we. were marriéd we had
received a set of silver knives and forke (Commurnity Fattern) as a T
weddaing gift.- We did not use them at home, so I topkgtAgﬁJtd‘%he'="
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restaurant. These all melted down into a lump. We g ot them out of
the ashes. <vhe building was lost except for the brick walls.

¥ext, we rented a house for a factory and used ft until half
of i1t burnmed. We amoved into the other haif. By now my brotner-in-
law, Jonn rrazier, had joined us. The jotato chip and chili busingss
was very good and our routes included nearly all of western Colcrado
and into Utah. The total miieage was four hundred and twenty miles,
mostly mountainous, and only eleven miles were black top, the rest
was gravel or dirt. _

i was cut on the southern route and had spent the night 1in
Durango. ! got urp that morning and a friend went out tc breakfast
with me. 1 tola hiz that I had had a dream that .the other half of
- the rented house had burned, and that sobhn hag cglied me and said we

saved tne stove poxer. After breakfast, we weént back to the notel and
the lady at the deck calied me over anc said there was a telegram for
me. L1t was from John. it said the coock house had purned, but tney
had saved tne lot,

. A customer in Uortez had a large rendering kettle and, I bougnt
it. I decided to build me a coock nouse cut of tin, anc witn a chizney
suitable f¢r tne amount of heat we zenerated.

CGur third c¢hild, Mary, had been born scon after we woved down off
the mountains. two and a nalf years later, our fourth child, Hallie,
was born. U1he house we were livinz in was not suitable Ior my growing
family, so we bought another house. <This Flace rnac four lots along
with it. 5o, 1 already had the lots available for tre ¢sor ncuse I
wanted to built.

when I got back hoame, #alter, Jonn and myself Foured a concrete
slab and built a metal ccok house with a setal szoke stack. 4e built
a large cooker with a drain board on each side that allowea tae grease
of the chips to-drain back into the cooker. A1l of this delajed us
quite a bit, but we got started again. e had lost a bit of mcmertunm
though. Wwalter did the cooking, we had several people c¢ome in to reel
the potatces, and John and 1 had the sales routes.

John and I had been friends even before I met his sister. se gct
along well together in work. He was wonderfui with our children and
they loved him. He had been a Captain in iorid war I, training nezro
troops. He was a "southern gentleman” with a wonaerful FeErsonaiity.

. . He liked to fish and play cards, and he mace friends where ever ne went,

However, he worked like he was on a nine to five job. &ne would get up,
while on the road, and nct start out until several hours had gone by.
S0, he wouldn't have time to reach and service more than cne or two
towns a day. He would quit in the evening in Flenty of time for a good
3 suprer and to go by friends' house for a game of cards inthe evening,

~He never could bring in but about a third of the sales orders I could,
521 even over the same routes. He made good commissions, and he had no

responsibilities, so he spent his meney as fast as he made it, but that
was his priviledge, I guess. He needed a family to make hiz realize
the need to get out and really work.



A e e

Gy

John had some rather odd experiences while on the rpad. rirst
You have to remember there were no good highways like we nave today.
Iwo-:ane, gravel (if we were lucky), sharp curves, steep grades up and
down the mountaine, and very little traffic at night. rlat tires and.
blow-outs were common, and you always carried a water bag for your
radiator.

Cne night he wasgcoming home by way of Glenwood Canyonm, it is
about fifteen miles long. ne was cold because there was snow all over,
He had a flat tire, so he got out to change it. It was real dark in
the canyon that night. he was working away as fast as he gould when
all of a sudden he heard the most awful scream coming irom the other
side of the frozen river. ne scrambled back into the car and sat
waiting and listening for awnile., ne was getting colder and colder
and since he radn't heard anything more for quite awhile he decided
to finpisn charnging the tire, ne got back cut of the car and was Jjust
getling staried again when ne heard something moving up on the hill
Just over his head. about that time it let out tmat blood-curdling
scream. He said no-one ever changed a tire as fast as he did that
night. He got in the car and took off in a hurry. He figured it was
a palr of mountain lions talking to each other, buit he didn't want to
be in on the conversation. 1t tcok him quite a time to quiet dcwn,

Another time, donnﬂwas over in the wesi water district and he
got stuck in the mud. 1t was early eveninz and he saw a light on the
side of the hill. he walked up there, about cne-half mile. The folxs
were very nice to him, fixed him some supper and gave him a bed for
the night. <Then in the morring, tne man helped him get out of the
mud. He was always grateful 1o them.

And then, still another time, he was heading to Meeker to srend
the night. He had just getten to the highest point between ieeker and
kifle. *The road had been cut through a ridge, it was also tne ridge
that deer crossed to go east or west over the road. A deer, running
from scmetring that frightened it, jumped astiraddle the hood of John's
new rord panel job. John g0t stopred ard the deer took oif, apiarently
none the worse for wear, and nejither was John's new car.

1 had a few experiences myself. From Rangley to Loma was eighty
miles, Douglass Pass in the Book Uliff Hange was just half-way from
Rangley to the top. You followed a small stream from our side, it
just wound its way down the hill on turns that were so short you had
to back up aways to make them, then it. opened out onto the desert. ..

Cne night coming home, in a section of the canyon where the sage
brush was six to eight feet tall, I saw something in the road, I
slowed down and a huge owl raised up carrying a snake by its head,

It only flew out of range of the road before it settled down to eat,

Another night, and in about the same place, gomething big and dark
was in the road. I slowed down and two eyes shown inthe headlights.
They were far enough gpart.-to indicate it to be a grown animal, and-.
then L saw half a doZen.smaller lights. It waes an old lion with
ghree cubs going fq& a/hght. She took them to the.side of the:road,
no further, and wa?ched me closely as 1 passed to be:gure I-didn't
want to stop. . . ; i
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Back when I was getting my sales routes built up I used to iry
to add one more town each trip I made, I always took some fxtra

stock 50 1L was prepared.

#hen I fipished {Slenwood Springs one trip, 1 decided to head
*oward Aspern and see if 1 could et a saies route star@ed up there,
I got to Uarbondale in the very iate alterncon, ana sifice 1 really
didn't know anyone arocund there, or pow to get to Aspen, 1 stopped
in the only place that was still cvpen, a drugstore. The druggist
was closing, but he talked tc me for awhile, znd gave ome rough direc-
tions on how to get to Aspen. rowever, he said they were having a
festival up in Aspen ri at ncw, and there might mot Le any place o
stay overnight. I told him I wase always rrepared to sleep irn my
car if necessary. 5o I started aut.

I got to pasalt C.K. 'Ine town was cicsed focr the night. ‘nic
was not wirter time, but late fall, and it got darx and cgcld sarl
in the mountains. A few miles Gut of Basalt I czme 1c a little
country store, and tnere tne road forked. +The druggist had not iclc
me that. [ didn't knoWw wnich forx to take, tnere were nGé signs, both
roads were narrow and graveled and looxeu about equaily traveled., I
tock tne fork to tne ri.nt. Eut, I raus cnly gone aboutl a wiie or so
up this roaa when I Gecame sure I naa }icAed iL& &rong fork. Tols
road led to Snow Mass, instieaa oI AB[fEen,

I decided there wasn't much use trying %G g0 on any furtner in
the dark, so I pulied over to tne sige of tne road as far as &t could.
I got my bedding roll and setiled down ipn the car for the nignt.
FThere was abhscluiely no traffie ana z% was 5t23ii ard darx.

About 2:00 A.M. 1 was awakened by a wan hollering, "is tnere 4
anyone in there?" I sald, "what do you want?" He szid, "I drove off
in the river and 1'm nearly froze." I asmec i there was anyone % th
him and ke said no, he was alone. I turned the flashiight cn him,
he was well-dressed, nad an overccat on, andi ne was wet, He gept
saying he was freezing. 1 thought he was drunx, tut he was wet and
cold, 80 I got out to help him. 1L hLad a venver Fost with me. I made
a fire with that, but he was standing so tne wind blkew the Leat way
from him, and tne faper didn't last long as a fire. 1 asked niz whe
he was and he told me and said he livej at Basalt. So, I tnougrt
1*d get him there, some one would «row him and tade care of rinm.

1 had to go up the road for about another mile before I ¢coula find
a wide encugh spot to- turn around. ‘fren, we went back down to the
little country store wrere tne junctican of tre road was. 1 woke up
the pople who ram the store, they lived acréss the road from the
store. They didn't snow the fellow, but they invited us in. I built
up their fire in the cook stove, anu we Bat nim down in frent of the
stove with his feet in the oven. .
Now, in the light of the kitchen, 1 could see he was not drunk
and that be was injured as well as freezing. He sat there for a

little bit, and then staried complaining tnat nis back hurt. I asked

the people if there was a doctor close by, and they 'said no, none up
this way at all. So, I decided the §Zst thing to do was to get him
on down to wmasalt and get a doctor after 1 got him to his home.
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Hhen we got into Basalt, He told me how to get to his hcu#e.
_he was worried about his parents, both had heart conditions. When
we got to his house, I woke up nis parents, and L told them as; easy
as 1 could. But, it still urset them so much they didn't know what
to do.

They had a Murphy Bed in the front room. That is a bed that
folds up into the wall when not in use. However, it was down, and
it took up s0 much space 1t was nard to get in the front door, 1
finally managed the fellow intoc the house and into the Murphy bed.

L told the father to get wood and get the stove going, and keep it
going. And, 1 sent the mother to gatner up her empty fruit jgrs and
put pans of water on the stove. As guickly as the water got Hot we
filled tane fruit jars, wrarped them in towels, and placed then all
arcund him to thaw hia cut. Both the ovld couple were anxious to
help, but tney seemed to need to be told #what to do.

1 asked the couple who tneir doctor was ana they said he was in
Carbondale. Then, 1 asked if there was anyone else who could come
in and help them. ++hey tcld me their son tad been going with tne
postmistress, and sne might help. I asked where she lived.

By now, it was scmewhere arcund 3:30 A. But 1 went to her
house anyway and woke ner up. L eXplained aho 1 was and wnat I wanted.
ohe had a telepnone and said sce would call the doctor, and then get
dressed and be rignt over to nelp. 1+ tolid ner to oring any hot water-
bottles she might have.é

after ipne posimistress and the doctor arrived I kelred the doctor
patch him up. He had a cut on cne foot that needed stitcanes, and a
big, ugly gasn on one chgek. it looked like scme one had just
clawed into his cheek and tried to rip it off, The fellow never
moved while the doctor was stitching up his foot and his cheek. ne
seemed to be semi-conscious. He would answer us when we asked him
something, but otherwise he didn't seem to be aware of anything going
on arcund him. ‘the doctor thoughkt he had him Tretty well patched up
but ! told the doctor there was a bad place on the back of his head.

1 was sitting on one side of the bed, and the doctor was sitting -
on the other side., We turned him over, and the doctor staried to sew
up the back of his head when suddenly the feliow came to himself. ne
flung out both his arms and 1L went off ithe bed up against the wall,
while the doctor was thrown clear across the room and landed on the
floor. +vhe fellow wanted tc know what was going on and how did he
get home. Wwell, we told him in as few words as possible, and said
his head had tc be fixed up too. <the doctor asked him if he wanted
any ether while he finished the job, but the fellow said no. So, I
held his head while the doctor sewed. -

1 found out the son was about thirty to thirty-two years old. Le
was a fireman with the old Moffett Railroad. #e had been stationed
over near the town of Hoffett. His father had been an engineer with
the same, railroad, but statiomed at ancther branch the father had
been fired from the railroad because he had gotten drunk and. taken B
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one of the engines and had Been naving & high old tige whizzing back
and forth on his route. -they had managed to get all the other trains
side-tracxed before he caused a wreck, but it was still somewnrat of a
problem getting him stopped and out of the cab. +Then it was found out
both he and nis wife had bad heart conditions, so the son toox off
time tc come home and help his parents.

ne had been caring for them for guite awnile and the day before 3
his parents had insisted ne take a iittle time off and go to Aspen te
see the festival. ne didn't %now anycne in Aspen, 50 Le left up Lnerg
around 1:00 A.M. to go back home. <he road from Aspen makes a wide
curve just a little bpit before it gets to the country store at the
junction. He had gone to sleep, and the car went into trhe curve but
did not pull itself back out ¢f it. It just went off into the river.
the bushes along the river bame caught tne car andg flipped it so that
it landed ursiae down in the river atout twe:ve to fifteen feet cut
from the bank. He turned off the engine, took the keys out of tne
ignition and put them in his pocket. cverytning had spilied cut of
the car and by the lignt of tne mosn tihe silvery tools snowed up in
the clear water, He eviaently spent guite a time cul in the water
trying to pick up his tools before he ever triea toc get out ¢f the
river. The bank was too steep wkere the car went in, so he nhad to
walk down the river at least ore hundrea and fifty feet oefcre ne came
té6 an embankment with stone piled in sucn @ way he coula ciimd out,

i

He was in such a state of snock he didn't remember ary of this,
He walked right past tne little courntry store and the owner's nouse
and turned up the read to Snow Mass. Le had walked about two miles
before he came to where 1 was. 1f I nad pnot peen there toe closest
house was another five miles up the recad and the doctor saic he never
would have made. Le would have frozen tc death iomg before ne could
have gotten that far, or even back to the country store,

?

After the doctor finished'fixiné kim up, 1 said 1 was going ©n
up to Aspen and would stop back by on uy way out. OUn my way to Asren
after L passed the little store at the junction 1 saw the feilow's
tracks where he bad climbed out of the river and walked right in the
middle of the road up to wnere he saw me. And, that's where I saw
how he had gone off the road in the middié of the curve ard landed in
the river. The car was still urside down. I got tc Asien in time
for breakfast. 2

when I got back to Basalt the fellow was doing pretty good. Ee‘?f>
sald the last thing he remembered was the* car turning over. He was
very grateful to me, and everytime I went through trne town after that .
he alwaye wanted me to stop and visit. ie always nad a little surprise
_package of candy or something fixed up for me to take home tc my .
‘¢children. !

i Later on, he and the postmistress got married, and she was trans-
ferred to the post office near Moffett.

The thing that always ceemed surprising to me was that on a back
oute-of-the-way raoad I woke up three different households in the early
. morning hours, and none of them took a pot shot at me. Nearly every-




one in the mountains had gud% in those days to scare off varmints.
And, for all they knew 1 could have been a two-legged varmint.

Another experience L had, 1 was on my way home from Utah. It was
a very dark night, about 1:00 A.M. I had just crowned over the top of
divide and L hadn't =-:: very far when I saw something in the road.
I thought it was somebody's slicker so I pulled out around it. I
hadn't gone but a short distance until I saw something else in the
road. About that time I saw two eyes shining in the headlights. 1
stoprped and walked down in the dark till I could see it was a little
fawn. 1 picked it up and put it in the car. <then L thought maybe
that other object I had seen was another fawn, s0 1 went back and got
it, and put both of them in a big empty cardboard box I had to carry
my supplies anrd stock wnen i started out on my trip. 1 was sure my
sister and her husband would want them. :

i
!

Gn the way home I got to thinking maybe I had done wrong, so scon |
as 1 got home I called John Hart, who was the game warden. He was out]
on a case where some fellows were catching trout illegally. So 1
called Charles Lumley, the Sheriff, and told nim what I had done, 1
said if | did scmething wrong I could still take them back before day- |
light. He said he thought what 1 did was C. K., and he would see nart
and get a permit to keep them. 1, also, talked tc an old Government
trapper, and he told me the same thing Lumley did, that if something
is wrong with a doe she would take her fawns to a path or some place
where they would be found by some one in hopes they would take care of
them.

¥

Well, my sister and brether-in-law, Loda and monard, treated
them as if they were babies. <1hey Erew up and were the most lovable
things. Lf you were talking to scme cne they would come up and pusn
their heads through you arm and stand there just like they were fart
of the conversation. the were both bucxs, and were named Tcm and
Jerry. 1n time they grew antlers, and they were a great attraction
for the store.

1hey seemed to love children as much as the children loved them.
when ever L. took the family up to Glade Fark to see my Mother and 5is
the children and the deer rlayed together for hours. ‘they would chase
after the children across tne fields, or walk besiae them in the road. .7
in the winter time when L would hook a sled on benind the car to take
the children for a ride the deer would chase after us and usually pass
us. 'Then they would run and jump clear over the children and the sled.

une time there were some people who had come up to the store.
The man was petting one of the deer and took hold of one of the horns
and it came off in his hand. He didn't know they shed their horns, and. .
he was sure scared., He went into the store and told Monard what had\ 7
happened and he would pay the damages whatever it was. Monard’ explained
that they shed their horns after mating season so there was no damage, |
vhis fellow was sure relieved. T o5 o S
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So

the folks sure énjoyed 'having the deer around and they kept

them for five or six years. tne of them got poisoned and died.
They xept tne other oneée {or anciner year, but it was so lonely for

- the one wno had died that it started getting mean. 1t wasn't sale
to keep it at the store witn pecple in arnd out all tne time, so they
gave him to a sheep man who was taxing his sheep up on Finon Mesa.
they put a large ribcon arcund his necz so people would koow he was
a pet, but scme pcacher evidently shot kim tecause he disaprearea
the first nignt.

vne of my customers traded groceries tc a feilow who had
raised a cub bear., put thern my customer decided he dicn't want a
bear ariter &li, sc I traced scme mercrnandise to Lim for the cear.
= I called Mcnard tc meet me at the wnolesale house in Grand vunction

and tz«e the bear up toc the store.

Tnis was in the summertize. 42 hau pul Lne Dear in a czie, anc
= fasterned tne cage or tne frunt bumper oi £y Car. LY the time : g0t
tc Grand Juncticn my little ole Fontiac wae osciling, su 1 drove
around a-iittle prarik until the car coglew owffi. 1 naz 2 snay cover cn
= . the readiator, 3f 1 had stopred it a<uld nave vlown the cap opern ans
that bolling water would nave spewea onts Lozt Gear. he woulan't

frave care for tral and would rave tcrn that cage te rieces.

1l still got tc the warencuSe before ¥orard, s tne Erocerymen 4
helped me lift the cazge upr onto tne dock. +ihey Lad a loct of items
that had gotten toc old or wermy to sell, st they bro.ght tnat out
- N -+ to give to the bear. Vell, he thought trat was mizhty nice of ihem,
and he enjoyed everything they gave him.

~ When Monard got there we put the cage in trhe back of hRis truck
and threw a tarp over it. ‘hen Monard went to the ice house tc get
- a load of ice to taxe back up to the mcuntains with him. ke tcld the
fellow who was loading the ice in the truck to be careful bLecause
- there »as a bear under that tarp. <the fellow thought he was fooling
until he backed up against the tarp. The Gtear reached out through
.the bars of the cage under the tarp and got hold of his pant's leg.
rhey said the fellow didn't jump out of the truck, he just raised up
and sailed out of there. He told Momard if ‘he wanted any more ice
- he would have to load it himself. ! .

Well, this bear was a real drawing card for the store. he hneve > o
did attempt to hurt anyone, but he scared the liver out of a lot of

people. My son, Walter, had been bora in 1930, and he was a small boy

¥ when L got the bear. He and the bear got along just like a boy and a
: dog would have.

e _ Loda and Monard always seemed to have animals around the store,
) and the animals were used to people. 7They had to be because tnis was
Twog o the only store around, It was postoffice, gas staiion, drug store,
. ‘clothing store, feed store, and of course, grocery store. Also, after
e the scenic rcad was built up to UIqu Fark from Fruita-it made a nice
y drive, and very beautiful, for some®one wanting to go up the Monument

Road from Fruita to Glade Fark, and-then down over the Serpeat's Trail
to Grand Junction, or vice-versa, :




the first start of anigals was a lamb. My nephews, Loyd and
way, were following behind a flock of sheep one day. One of the
lambs got so far benind the flock that Ray reached out of the. car
and picked it up. By the time they were able to get around the
flock the herder had turned off onto a trail that a car couldn't
go on, s0 they took the lamb on up to the store. 5is and Monard
said they would check with the different herders as they came through,
however, none of them ever claimed 1it.

rhey got a vottle and nipple and raised the lamb. 1hey had it
aruund the store, and at first it was a pet, but later on it got to
be somewhat of a nuisance. 1t played toco rough, and there was danger
of it hurting some one.

Monard and L used to stand in front of a post and the buck would
back of: about fifteen feet and come at us with his head down. Just
tefore ne got to us we would step tc one side and he would hit the
post. he would do this as long as some one would stand there. It
was a game to the sheep. Sometimes we would stand ina font of an
enpty oil drum. ‘fhe buck would hit 1% and they would both tumble
over together. 1t seemed to enjoy tkat aind of play. Also, he wwuld
walk along side of us apd put his head down and rub it on our leg.
But, you had to watch him because wren he'd throw his head back you'd
better jump out of the way or ne'd xncck your legs out from unaer you.
ke had put so much energy in this that when he'd miss us it would
raise his front feet off the ground.

They finally gave him to a sheer man who was going by. But
instead of going in with the other sheep he followed the sheep herder
where ever he went.

At a later time they got a little tree mcnkey. I wasn't involved
in their getting it. 1t was fun, and affecticnate, but what he
couldn't get into wasn't in the book. Mcostly he had the run-of the
rlace. He had a thing about chickens. The chickens were loose too
and roamed around the store and the garage and anywnere in the yard.
Whenever the monkey could he catch one of the chickens and sit down
with it in his armes and start pulling its feathers out.. Sis or Monard
would hear the chicken squaking and run-to the docr and holler and
the monkey would let the chicken go. After awhile it began to look
like some strange disease nad hit among the chicxens, nearly all of
them had lost scme feathers, and some of them had lost nearly all of”
tseir feathers.

Anybody that wore glasses had better not have them on when they
went outside. The monkey would come out of nowhere, land on your
shoulder just long enough to grab your glasses, and then be gone before
you could, catch him. Sis andMonard always warned people to watch out
for the monkey if they were going to be standing around outside, but
stranzers always seemed to think they were kiddins.éuntil the monkey
had their glasses and was gome. I don't know how many pairs of
glasses that monkey cost Sis. : e B :

Some one came to the gasoline pump one day and lifted 'the hood
to check the oil, "hey left the hood up while they came into the
store to 'get a guart of ¢il. ihen -they got back>outeide the monkey
was $itting on top of their engine, and had pulled put-every one .of
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the wires. He had ohewed and striyped the insulation off a lot of
the wire so ii couldn't even be used again. " 2

the monrey slept in tne bascment at night. <The furnace was
down -here and it was nice and warm. It was alsc the place where
Monard and & ounch i the men would gather every few months toc nave
a roker game. it wes only prenny wnte poser, out LReYy wWere Sericus
about their zame. ’

lhe morrey would clishb the s
rafters until tney nkaa the game go
on tke table and scatter crips in a
toc well wi'.n tre men. The monkey alsc snowed an interest in the
mocnsnine tle men were drinking, so cnre time after tne mONKey naa
scatterea c.uips tn€ men set a cup With & iittie Bit of meonsrine in
it down for the monA€y. #ELl:, L& JUST loves 1t, put 1t didn't take
but just a dttle it to get him scusea. inen wnen he triea o Jumg
back Oon tre [6st t6 get bacx up to the rafters nis timing was off anc
he-d hit th: post and furget toc gra: nLic and fa:l Gack t- the floor.
He would ge: up, feel of tne post, bacx off wpout two feet an- the do
tre sage th.ng OvVer agalin.

C=t and sit between the
cd. Then, he would jump down
cgirections, Tris diun't set

ne was Just lise any nuoarn witn a hangover. ris
eyes were Gloodshov, and ne would ju it sround and hold his head.

‘;ventualiy, ne tecame tos cosily o Lecp with all the tiines ke
was brealing, so tney scld nino

ian 1923, Corn got the crance ic go to san Francisco and work tor
the Mason Jar Company. I tried fer quite awnile 1G keer up both saies
routes by myself, but we nad just develored too large a territory for
one person to nandle, 1 couldn't fina anyone reliatle enuug: to take
his place, so when 1 hac a chance to buy a btutcnper snop in rruita I
decidjed it was time to stay =zt home.

1 had, alsc, got involved in the scrnool board, the vclunteer :ire
department. the cemetary bcard, the museunm beard, soil conservation,
and I was with a group trmat Flayed for barn dances at lois of rlaces
in western volorado and eastern utah. 1 tock over the ulade Fark stcre
whenever my sister and prother-in-law tock a vacation. vthere always
seemed L0 be something extra to do. Gur sixth child, veseph, was worn
in 1933, so with three boys and taree girls cur fazily was complete,

whe butcher shop I bought was doing very well until the store

building was sold unexpectedly. g50 I nad to find a rlace to move my
shog. ’

there was only one place I could get and that was a general

"merchandise store, ‘The owner was an old man, Mr. Barnes, and he would

not deal any way but cash. And that L didn't have any of. ‘here
a'man in fFruita, Mr. Kirkendall, trat I only knew slightly. Ke came
to me and asked if 1 was having any trouble with Mr. Barnes. 1 said
no, only he wants cash. he said how much? He said he had just

collected a certain amount of money and he would go over to the bank

wWas
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and cash the check and bring the cash back to me. 1 told him f; be
sure and bring a note for me to sign when he came back, and he said
all right he would.

Mr. Barnes was pretty old and in very bad health. He hadn't
been keeping up his store well for quite a long time. He didn't seem
to get arcund to putting things away or checking his mail or keeping .
thinzg clean. 1f a customer came in and bought something when he'd tear
off the wrapring raper he would cover ur anything that happened to be
laying on the counter, mail and all. When we started to clean up the
place there were four to six inches of mail and papers on fe counter,
»e found many letters uncpened and a deed for some land. ihen 1 told
him about it he said it all belonged to me, but 1 finally persuaded him
this was different than the store deed and he took it. e found money
where he had hidden it behind things on shelves, It upset him $0 much
to see us cleaning up tne place and changing things around that he
didn't stay very long. ris soun from Uaiiforria came and got nim and
took him back to live with him. Hcowever, he only lived a axonth or
two after he went out there. He was a Christian Science and would not
go to a doctor. He was very honest, a wonderful old gentleman, and 1
liked him very much.

‘'here were three grocery stores in the same opleck, and all of us
were doing very well wuen ine Farmer's Unicn fput in a cash and car?y
store. It soon closed all three of us up. i never re-newed my store
license for the year 1340,

1 stored ali my stuff in tne metal cook house., An eight by twelve
foot walk-in cooler, show counter and two ice machines.

A railroad engineer, ar. Eno, bcught out one of the grocery stores.
ne didn't know anything about the grocery business, s0 his son hired
me to buy stock, mark the goods, and keep the books. L always took
out my Social Security money, and Social sSecurity for his otner men,
but Mr. Eno never turned it in, I would balance the books and snow *
them to him, and he would want me to cut out first this and-then some-,
thirg else. 1 told him, "“they are your books, you doctor them as you
please, but leave me out of it." I dorn't know how he got by the .
tax revenue office, but he never got caught as far as L know. I did
not want any part of that kind of business. He paid me top wages for
that time, thirty-five cents an hour.: At night L operated the movie
machines at the local theater for thirty-five cents an hour.

in 1942, our oldest daughter, Sdrah, was working in UDenver. She ;
wrote us she had the flu so I came over to look after her. She was
all right again and back to work by the time 1 got here. She said to |
me why don't you get a job over here. well, most anything would beat ?
what 1 was doing, so one morning 1 walked down to Market Street and |
went into the first shop L saw, Keogh & Doyle. 1 talked to the manager,
Harry Doyle, and he said to stick around until we get this order up ’

and then we'll go get a cup of coffee and talk things over.

there was a greasy spoon type cafe om the corper. We went in - SR
there and talked. He was quite interested and said he would give me | -
thirty-five dollars per week and could L start inthe marning. I toldj}.
him I bad to go home and give the people L was working for a week's -

notice. He said C. XK. So I went home and made arrangements to leave/:
; o s 8 e 4 u
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in = week. I got sback to Dénver and started to work the first.of
July 1942. =

“eogh and voyle was a small supplier that scld to restaurantis
and small stores, lhey alsc scld toc anyone who came in, and there
wer< a lot - tnem. I learned the first day tnat tney did not have
starcard cu*s of meat, anc they aida't seem to know them eitner,
The: just cut off snat tre customer warted. 7Thke head butcoer, a
German, nad worxed for tnem for twenty-five years, and if trere was
a hard way -o dc scmething tnat sas tre way he did it,

e werw getting froo twenty to thirty head ot veef cutters, also,
from five t- ten pretty gosd stuff, and two veal with the heaa on.

This was an everyday delivery to us., ihe truck would back up under
the rail.  would go gut and narg & nindquarter on tne rail, then
Fut the focrezguarter on witn 1%, that would be our amcrning starter,
¥e would ge- a liver witn eacn teel. ae nad a raca Irn tre corner of
the cooler "or iivers. fSnern we would stert on trne traers. se nad cne
freczer tru:'k and tnree pica-urs for irne regtaurarcts, Talk abour a
mad-nouse, .nat was one. Salesmern 5t0GC argune in toe road teslins us
wna . tpey wanled, anc Low Lney #anted 1t cutl, and €acr GLe A2nled
tne:r order o & Lut up first.

%e alsy nad a go0G Sausage ToLlR we supzliec meet for, anz also
for hamtursers. A}, tre reaoc batcner, c.on't Anow trnere wxae sSucs a
thidg as a soninpz #nire., ALl he used ¥a6a ten irLcrn steay unife, 4
Wel_, wren re Zot torough cutting and & siicing and 5iasning we would
start tc clear up tne ruins. ke would tase 2 chucs and turn it over
and with his big Anife ne woulia SCCOL tHE RECA CORE ANG in CRE
wel_, tnat was where i spent 1lots of my time cle g
e nad lots of custcamsr come in for dog meat. E
of zhe necks, meat and all, at tcne rrices.

As the war went on tne government Rert Cuttling us dGWn on Gur
daizy supply. 1 fipally said to narry hadn't I better loox for

ancother job. 1 tnink it was tre first time nehas thougnt of it. Fe
said, "aren‘t you getting your ray." I saic, “yes, but since tney have
cut you down on now many beef you can rnave i don't feel 1 am earning
my wages." He inocugnht for awhile, then said to let.it g0 focr awnilie,
I told kRim 1 wantec to feel like 1 was garning my pay. w~ei: tkey cut
him down scme more so he come to me and said 17 1 would nely tnem out

with their ordeérs every morning then I c.uld gou out and lock for a
job. put my time was to go on every day as if ] were still trere, arpd
1 was to tell wro sver interviewed me to give them as a reference and
to tell them to call him personally for #4rLe reference.

the first place L stopred was repper racking vompany. Ferrer,
himself, said t could go to work in the morning. <This job involvea
something more to learn. they put me to creaking hogs. They come in
split in half, held together by a small piece of skin just above the
head. =all I had to do was rush them off rhe end of the rail cntoe the
table, cut off the head, throw it in a barrel, scribe the ioin cut of
of the shoulder and ham of each side of" hog. <vThe cther butchers did

the work, taking out the neck bone, skinning the shoulder and trimming
the hams. - .
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The rest of the time we boned beef, 1 wasn't quite used to
all this. My hands swelled up till they were twice as thick as
normal. put, 1 fipally got used to the work. My neck and back got’
stronger, my hands toughened up, and when 1 quit I had gained in
speed over all the other employees.

1 went to worx for Hoffman Meat Company. “that was a snap, but
by that time tne vericose veins in my legs were so bad I would have
to hold onto the counter while waiting on customers.

1 had bought a house on South Ggden from Monte Carroll, the
realtor. we nad talked guite a bit about different things while 1L
was buying the place, and if I ever santed to go into real estate he
said he would syonsor me. He said tne examination was easy, sa 1 read
through the bock once and promptly failed the exzm.

| was ready the next time i took the exam, and even trough three
of them examined me, 1 vassea with no troubtie. I got my license and
started to work in late 1343. 1 maase a living, but noteing cig. Hr.
Carroll said I was toco nonest to make any big money. he said a bBuyer
didn't need to know everytning that was wrong with a place before they
bowght it. But, 17 1 grnew something was wrong 1 just had to point it
out. 1 felt it was my obligation to be fair to botn tke buyer and the
seller. The main trousle with selling real estate L found was that I
needed a lot of exercise, and tris tyre work didn't involve any. 1n a
short time 1 kad gained up t5 arcund two nundred pounds, and 1 didn't
feel good that neavy.

ye had sold a lot of pouses for Mr. Gherke, a contractor. 1 Rpad
gotten pretty well acguainted with him, so 1 asxed nim about working
with him. he said ne wanted me, but L teld aim I could not put in a
hard day's work again until I got usea to it. he said for me to xeep
my own time and wcrk as I felt like it.

1 worked at first at kxeeping the different jobs clean ana scrting
out what could be used of the scrap. Most workers just burned up the
seraps, but L told mr, Gherke i couldn't ourn up good wood lixe that.
he said he couldn't dc it either. He told me to take his truck and I
could have any scraps under two feet lpng. 1 accumulated a shed full
in no time.

L enjoyed the work as he and L never had a cross word. 1 set iy °
own salary and xept my own time. A1l the time I worked for him 1 made
several racks and nazil boxes out of the scrap lumber, and it save him
a lot of money to have things sorted out. ke used to buy a large
quantity of molding and as it was long they would just drop it on the
floor until they were ready to use it. It would get walked on, and
sometimes broken. L made some "A" frames and would put the soft trim
on one side and the hard wood on the other. This saved a lot of time
sorting and looking for the right piece of wood for the job, as well
as keeping the wood in good condition. -

As timé went on Mr. Gherke gave me extra jobs, and I iearhed and
enjoyed doing them very much, After they finished a house he had me
go over every door and cabinet pull to be darn sure they all worked - -
evenly. He, also, had me meet with the city inapecpors,when tpey went
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over the rcuse and make any corrections or cianges they thought
necessary. i

1r June 1356, I wcrxed at Shadow Mountain on a log cabin.
Shortly after that i started out on @y own at Lome repairs, ard was
never out of work. recple were very nice to me and would tell tneir
friends tnat i aid good work, sc i never nad to advertise. 1 always
had more work when 1 would finish ore job. Scmetiwmes 1| had to hire
some one to nelp me because i had too many joos to de. | made iois
of things for people tc make trneir 1ife easier.

Alsoc had a carpenter's coptract with sSears e Roebuck for a
numvber of years, and a contract with Lhevron Cil at the same time.
vur association was very gocd witn sotsn places.

1 enjoyed the howme refalil woirx very wucn and continued in it
until 1 was eignty-7five. But tne iast few years i had to siow down
and stay nome a little more often. costeile was navirn, so much
trouble with arthritis soe was mostly in a wrneeickasr

In 15973 LEstelle pad a siroxe and -u

cur zmiddie daugnter, HMary,
started coming oOuit io taxe cuare of thinze
I3
A

After I retiregiin 19735

1 have ween very inactive. I rnave been CGSpitalizen six times an
after I broke my nip [ becszme cothered witn arthritis YEry much. 1
still get around, but not iike oefsore, Jary nas veen with me fulil

time for over two years now, ana we are comnfortab.e.

¥y hobby is rlaying music at RLrsing nomEs, churches,

crluss,
ror a long gime I nad a group anc e AELT Dusy ail the time. istszile
and ner wneel chair went with us wnenever sne was able. But, it zot
to be too hard to keep a pianist. 50, I finaliy let my grour just go.

dow, I play with tne 39ers rorever. tinere ic about feurty of
us, but very rarely can all of us gel tczetner at the szze time. WHe
have two or three programs a weex, and enjoy it very much.

1t 1s getting close to vhristzas new, and I started tris at tne
first of the year. I am ninety-three, instead of ninety-two. I wart
to finish so I can send this out to my family fer Cnristmas. I hoge
you all enjoy it. -
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A Tribute to My Dear Little Wife

She was a tiny person in size, but the largest person I have
ever known. If she had any faults I never knéw of them. After s
fifty-eight and a half years that was a pretty good record. She has
been gone rearly seven years now. i, greatest hope is that we will
meet again when my time comes. ’

#e raised six wonderful children. vlover is retired and lives
in Cklanoma with nis wife. Sarah lives in California with her nusband -
in a private housing project. mary closed up her home in Florida to
come care for me. Hallie lives in Jenver and works at ritzsimons Army-
rospital. walter had to retire from United Air Lines for medical
reasons and he ard nis wife live in Littleton. Joe and his wife live -
in wvenver and Joe still works for the venver Folice ueparthent._

After rnstelie bad wner stroxe in 1973 sne said she didn't #ant to
have & therapis®, she would work it cut oy Flaying the piano. She ~
had taken music in schcol, but like myself, while the children were
young she hadn*t bothered witn music., Ske woula take cne of tre bcoks
and rlay every piece in it. she got sc we could sing witr ner playing.
But, after she nad her second strcke, sne could not use her left hang.

1 don't thinx sne had an enemy because she made friends where
ever she went. W&e went to a comgany party one nizht, and she was so
porular sne was the toast of the suprer. =

when w= went somewnere i was rlaying ene would sit in her wheel
chair out of the way, cut everyone would crowd around Ler to t§lk to
Ler. She wculd say, "why is every one so nice to mey"

Sne was pard of hearing sc we carried an amplifier and nea:ing
aid so she could talkx and hear what was EOing on.

i stil! miss her very, very’much. uod bless ner and keep her.

-

Love, §

Dad
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= wotes from the Typist = f
iy sincere apologies fur lne typing errors. 1 used to griae
= m>self on ay fast and accurate typing, vut age and artrnritis in my
L] &

4 hends have mase a moceery of tzat irize,.

N . e a.l anew wvad's speliing 1s not the best, s¢ 1 took the
: s i.berty of chtanging that, rowpvpr + trieu very hard neot to cran=z
§ ! ' h' s grammer ¢r sentence structure or meloon o) telling a story. tf
’ $ 1 rad made LOG many CLanzes 1t would sson nave CeECOmEe a case of me
:

t-iiing wed's story, not wad telilag rnis own life as he remembered it,

In reference to troe ramiiy
sccured from varisus places.  Eeo
cirth catssg,
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t.at - "Every man desires nE s
1 cannot ‘magine vad cia. .

2 And, finraliy, to pme
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