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_being hardworking, and,

INTRODUCTION

o

To My Friends:

1 want it distinctly understood that
Il have not undertaken this task with
a view of displaying any literary gen-
ius. Neither have | written it for the
purpose of trying to immortalize my-
self or any of my people.

Why then, you may ask, have |
written it at all? If you will please
be a little patient I will tell you. Our
tamily settled in the St. Croix Valley
at a very early day, when it was an
unbroken wilderness. We bore our

snare of the hardships, privations and !

vicissitudes incident to a pioneer life
in a new country. The older members
of that pioneer group have nearly all
gone to their final reward I, alone, am
left, except one brother, but he is now
old and feeble, and, quite naturally,
perhaps, the ycunger generation look
to me for information pertaining to
the early settlement of our people.
The Descendants of that First Col-
ony have become quite numerous and
have branched out into families of.
their own. Quite a few of them have
removed to other states and places,
and have intermarried with other fanm.
ilies, in their new %Yomes, so now |

“have not only nepheéws and nieces,

but also, grandnephews and
nieces. .

I was the only one of the first_group
to take up and pursue, a scholgtic or
professional course—all the brotherz
I, myself, will
add, honest and industrous farmers.
From time to time I have received
letters from those. who moved away
to ofher places, askmg for informa-
tion, and also seeking to keep i?tact

g

grand-

.

tions

the chain of relationship.

While I have endeavored to be ‘cour-
teous with all of those’ inquiring rela- .
tions and give them the desired in- o
formation, not so much as a matter o
of pleasure, as a sense of duty, yet
I am free to confess that when [’
concluded to write with regard to
my own recollections upon it and in-
tersperse them with a few REMINIS-
CENCES, 1 experienced some hours
of pleasing memories.

By getting some of these Recollec-
published in a pamphlet form, [.
will be enabled to give those inquir-
ing friends the necessary information,
perhaps, to-enable them to plant a
Family Tree of iheir own and in that
manner will be spared the extra labor
of writing so many separate letters,

That view, taken by itself, might be
regarded as a selfish motive, on the
theory or assumption that I did not
wish to devote any time to writing

-letters on social matters.

That is not the view that I desire
should be taken.
It affords me great pleasure to be —
in. a position to entertain ‘a relative
or a friend, either in person or ‘Q}__fA_

. corresbondence, and now, that I have. i

passed the merdian of life, and am-
traveling towards the Se_tting Sun,
and. in afew more yvears, will join my

“kindred pioneers on the other shore.

1 desire that those younger pecple--
the later: generation—may retain kind-
ly recollections of UNCLE STEPHEI\.

\er_\, respectfully and kmdly,‘
' 'S. N. HAWKINS."

Néw Richmond, Wis,, Nov..15, 1911 = ~ %"
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-of .eight . covered .wagons,

..a .drove .of cows and: young

.« Valley,

and ‘husbands (some of them

v .L.CHAPTER I

Onia
4th, 1

right summer morning, Juhe
94, an emigrant train consisting:
drawn by
sixteen yoke of oxen, and followed by
cattle,
might .be seen emerging . from the
dense forest which skirted .the east-
ern: boundary line of the St. Croix
Valley, (known at that time as !'THE
BIG WOODSY), and .wending ' their

. way over the desolate and trackless

prairie they halted and pitched their

- tents close by a bubbling. spring, only

a short distance from the East Fork,
of the Kinnickinnick: river, and at a
place . afterwards .named Pleasant
but - which, for many .years,
was commonly-known as “THE. HAW-

JKINS SETTLEMENT.” ¥

The little _colony consisted of lLaw-

. rence’ Hawkins and his eight sons and :

four. daughters, who, with their wives
" were.
married) and several.old.acquaintanc-
es who accompanied them, constitut:
- ed, in all, -thirty persons. g

THE FA\IILY NAME IS AN ANCI-'
ENT . ONE.

i'family . is . readily traced ‘to Saxonv
where it was kno “ag "HAWK: -
INGGE,” but. later on,: however, in

the County of Kent,” in Edgiand, 1t
was' miodernized as Hawkings, anid
- later still as. Hawkins  which. spelling

has been mainfained for many genera-

“tions. A branch of ‘the. family moved
to.'Ireland at an early date;m

readily" traced back to Thomas D‘-a-l
+Jorde, of Norman-Welsh extraction, "
who emigrated to Ireland  about the
15th century, and’ whose 'name became
- Anglicised as Joy-Joys, and Joyce, and

- lL..v ¢ nearithe witycof: ‘koughrea,;: County o‘f

.family. removed from.
: where they

- spring’ of 18

The .genealogy of the :

" ceeded on the™ journey.
wagen was in thé lead, mahaged by..

_ brother Michael, followed by'therother :
family wa«on :drbven thy. brothér Pat- L

Galway, :Ifeland, ' LAWRENCE HAW-
KINS. and CECILY JOYCE were unit-
ed in marriage and became the pro-
-genitors of the Connecticut Brarch of
the Hawkins family.

Perhaps it is as well to state at
.this point, that the older branch mem-

bers were all born in. Ireland. -After
settling in -the. St. Croix Valley they
were very often called “THE -CON-
NECTICUT . 1RISH,” to.
them, ;perhaps; from some other Amer-
ican-Irish. families who settled in-other
places close by.

\ About the year 1852, the Hawkins
Meriden,- Con-
necticut, .to.. Dane* County,  Wisconsin,
settling. on a farm about seven .miles
seuth of the city of:Madiscn, which
was ' at that time a~ - mére hamlet,
remained about- ‘three
vears, but being desirous.of obtaining

moré kand, as the family were rapidlv -
growing to man’s estate, they took up -
in the. .
, and after a month or .

their line of march westward,

moére of an overland trip, chopping
their way through dense  woods, ford-

ing streams of water, being ferried

over-some of thre deeper rivers, fol:
lowing trails and blazed trees, ‘at last
they emerged into the St. Croix Valley
and conc¢luded:to make it their perma-

nt-hame.
$ remember very distinetly our- line
0

~march ‘as ‘'we entered the St. :Croix.
‘Father had two c¢dvered wa- -

Valley.

gons tor accommodate his family,s,

‘which then conjsisted of six’unmarried

sons, and two'unmhrried ‘daughters.:
“In true patriarchal style they pro-

destgnate -

"My ‘father’s

-




g o e

D i al

rick. Then the others followed in the
order of their ages, the sons taking
precedence of the daughters.

By common consent my brother
Michael, was selected to manage the
leading wagon, and, in a sort of a
Jcking manner, he was called “THE
PILLOT.” Brother John, being the eld-
est son, was the spokesman whenever
any occasion arose, for the whole

" group. He was the arbiter or, per-
haps, I might say the judge. When
to start each morning, when, and at
what place to stop and rest- where to
ford the streams and rivers, which of
several roads or trails to follow—all
of these, and similar questions, were
decided by brother John.

On several occasions, during the
jorrney, consultations were held over
some mooted, or debatable questions,
and after each householder had given
Fis views on the matter, John's opin-
ion was called for, and like Peter of
cld, among the Apostles, John arose
in their midst and gave his opinion,
and that settled the matter.

Each morning John gave the word
of command to start the teams, and
it the head teamster, MICHAEL, was
not in readiness just then, JOHN

. would call in a loud voice: “Where is
the Pilot this morning?”’

“PILOT AHEAD HERE!”

Our people had brought from Con-
necticut a huge sea shell with a wind-
ing aperture through it, (the shell of
a marine mollusk) and brother l.aw-
rence had practiced upon that so he
could make it be heard like a trumpet
a distance of three miles or more.

) If any of the young cattle strayed
away, as was sometimes the case, and
those who went in search qf them
failed to show up or report within a
reas-nable time, the trumpet—we call-

ed it “THE HORN,” was sounded arg.

pretty scon the hunter returned safely
to camp. Lawrence had charge of

that HORN, as we called it, and T -

think it is still with some member of

his  family, handed down as a fa*mlw )

heirloom: .

We emerged fro‘rn those “BIG
WOODS” -at a place then - ¢alled
“BAKERS STATION,” . afterwards
kiiown as “SHASEBY’'S STATION.”

~-thirty persons coming in to ‘aid Them

S e R s st N S e s

and proceeded westward until. we ar-
rived at the top of a small but sharp
hill at a bend of the east fork of what
was afterwards called Kinnickinnick
River. John gave the command to
HALT. :

He and Thomas, Patrick and Mich-
ael Caffrey, four of them, had been
there the previous seaspn, selecting
homes for the respective families, and
at the time of our arrival, Old Mr.
Sheldon Gray, and Mr. Gideon Gray,
his brother, each had already erected
a small house on either side of that
little stream. Very mnaturally they
were delighted to see a colony —of

in settling up the wild country, and
so, after resting awhile and watering =~ ...
our animals, we turned directly south- "
ward' and three more miles brought us
to our destination.

Brush, thickets, jungles and '"Big
Woods,” on one side, and wild, track-
less and desolate valleys of prairie
land on the other side, where the P
winds swept through with a dismal N

‘howl, and in the winter time the drifts’ -

of snow, oftentimes six to twelve feet
high, were almost impenetra¥gble.
PRESCOTT, then a small village, 22
miles distant, HUDSON,(Buena Vista)

equally as far in another direction,
‘RIVER FALLS, - (then only a cross

roads or hamlet) 12 miles away—no-
churches, no school houses, no bridges, =
no ‘roads, except the one “STAGE
ROAD"” over which the solitary Stage’
Coach made its periodical trips down.
through “THE BIG WOODS,” drawn

‘by the only horses then in the country

]
2

—all else were oxel, OoXen oOn. every.
side. A few other settlers, but they
were indeed, but few, and far between;
and of a heterogenous character—,:‘ et
English, Scotch, French and some Nor-
wegians, with a sprinkling of :Yankees *
so called. Some few families’'had set-"
tled on Rush River about 3 to'5 x_niles
east ‘'of us, but a dense jupgle:ofia
thicket separated - the settlem_entls’
Such ‘was the-scene upon which thy
family gazed when they. loca,ted hi
St. Croix Valley in 1855

Persons of less determinatiommigﬁtz"
well bave shrunk from; the'a’.r
task before them; and done‘a




‘families ffom other settlements did,
who went back to their old homes be-
fore their savings were all used up;
but, with an energy unsurpassed, and
a fortitude seldom, if ever, egualled.
the family grappled with the problem
before them, and. before the winter
-months of 1856 had set in, each sep-
arate family had a comfortable log
house of their own, in close proximity
to their relatives and friends. They
.all settled on adjoining farms.

At the time of which we write
(1855) the “HAWKINS SETTILIE-
MENT"” consisted of the following
named persons, who lived as indicat-
ed herein.: Namely: LAWRENCE
HAWKINS, the father, (a widower,
his wife having died and was buied
in the Old Cemetery in the city of
Madison, Wis., about the month of
January, 1855.)

The unmarried children w0 made
their homes under the par ntal roof
at that time, were PATR'UK, WIN{-
FRED, MICHAEL, LAWRENCIS, MAR-
TIN, HONORA, PETER and STEPH-
EN. Six sons and twvo
who, with the father constituted a
family of nine persons, sheltered unildgr

the “Vine and Fig Tree" of the
HOMESTEAD. Co
The others who had homes ani

families of their own were MARY, the
eldest child, wife of Patrick Shields,
and commonly called AUNT MARY,
who, with their two children, Michael
and May, lived close by. BRIDGET.
who had married Michael Caffreyv, and
they erected a home for themselves--
no _children. JOHN with his wife an.i
oune young child (one having died in
Madison, Wis.) had their own home.
THOMAS with his wife and two chil-
dren, lived in a home of their " own.
JOHN CAFFREY, his wife and child
had a home of their own, and JAMES
MclLAUGHILIN, SR., with his wife, two
children, ~and his cousin, JAMES
McLAUGHLIN, JR., owned their own
homes. ’

Hardships and Vicissitudes.

During several years that followed
the incidents and routine of life were
“not, perhaps, much different from that

daugliters,

'_ which. takes place in the majority of

- no recollection

pioneer settlements, but the hardships

and privations of those eéarly pioneer,

days, intensified by the hard times anil
the financial panic of 1857, brought -in
its trail a degree of -sutfering sufficient
to make the stoutest heart guail.

The family had settled on timber
lands in_ the first
land must be cleared off, the trees
chopped down, the brush burned, the
stumps grubbed—in those days by
hand labor—no machinery at that
time—the d(ollowing season the land
was broken up (ploughed) and so a
crop could not be reasonably looked
for until the third year. Meantime the
parties must have food to eat, and
clothes to wear, and the younger chil-
dren must be cared for an:d maintain-
ed. ’

Perhaps we
corn, potatoes and
raised
of ground between the stumps, which
were specially prepared by the aid
of grub hoes and spades.

No electric lights in those days. No
kerosene oil, candles were a luxury

might add that some
vegetables were

that could be used only when some
professional man, or clergyman, hap-
pened to come on business. DIPS
were quite cgmmon, and those, sup-
plemented by the blaze c¢r the logs,

in the o'd stone open fire place, fur-
nished the light for the student of
those early days. The hard times
came on apace. The banks “husted”
and many there were who found on
onening their pocket books, that alil
they had left was Indiana Bank Money
(worthless then) and $1,000 of it wquld
not buy cne sack of flour,

The Panic of 1857.

Oh' that dreadful
Oh! -the  terrible suffering
caused anong the innocent, hardwork-
ing, honest, industrious and God fear-
inz pioneer settlers. While I
that any of our- im-

panic of 1857.

the second season on. patches

that —it-

have-

instance, and the

mediate family suffered for the actual .-

necessities-of life, yet I do remember
distinctly that the most rigid economy
was scrupulousky practiced.. ~The

clothing and the furniture becoming
worn out, and needing to be replen--
ished or répaired, _‘_the good women, ol

i i
-
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those days sewed, patched and darned,
and’the brave men, after working hard
all day, chopping and grubbing, would
sit by the fire light late at night, cut-
ting, fitting and stitching shoes and
mocecasins from hides of their own
curing, for themselves afid for their
childrem. '

While "our own family passed
through those trving days in reasonably

good condition, vet, I remember only
too. well, several incidents of down-
right suffering among some of the
early settlers
A Pioneer Funeral.

A new .family came in from the
East, A man and his wife and two
c¢hildren, the boy aged six and the

little girl aged four.
reared in one of the eastern cities,
and the wife, particularly, appeare:l
to be. a wonan of culture and refine-
ment. They ha« saved up some money
and, like many others, they saw Gold-
en Visions in the West, and cast their
lot aniong the picneers aof the wvalley.
Pretty soon, however, the yvoung woni-
an pined for her eastern home, she
sickened and died. She was buried on
the hillside 'in a lonely grave; no
clergvn:an to be had, altho she wanted
one; no minister at hand, no choir
funeral (dirge above her

They had been

grave. No, but the neighbors of that
pioneer settlemment turned out, and
sotight, as best they could, to comfori
the bereaved husband and his two
belpless young orphans.

The simple funeral services beinz

over, 'the father returned to his lonely
log hut, and-sought, as best he could,
to keep the wolf from the door. With
his grub hoe he grubbed out a few
spots of earth between the ‘stumps
and planted some potatoes and corn.
Then, leaving those little children to
care for themselves, the father went
a distance of 12 miles cr more, to
work for some mcore fcrtunate farmer,
and. at the end of each week he re-

tvrned to his children. During his
absernice, ¢n one occasion, 1 strolled
over that way, boy-like—I was then

only about 8 or 9 years old—and so
[ went to see and play with those chil-
dren. The nocn hour coming on [

&

started home and the little boy—only
six years old—said he must get dinner
for himself and his little sister. My
childish curiosity being aroused 1
waited to see what he would get, and
how he would prepare it. I soon learn-
ed that there was no food of any kind
in the house. The boy got some edrs
of c¢orn, shelled them, put them in a
rag with a string around it, crushed
the corn with a hammer (his father
was a cabinet maker so there were
tools about) dipped it 1§1t0 some Water
to make it stick together, then placed
il in the open fire place, (no stove)
pulled some pot ashes and live coals
over it and Dbaked it. That was all
the dinner those little children- had.

On returning home 1 related the
story to my sister, Mrs. Caffrey, and
it moved her very deeply. She baked

a pan of nice. biscuits and sent me to,

carry it over to them, with an admo-
nition to watch them and not let
them eat it too ravenously, for fear
of injury. When I returned to .their
place 1 found that my little playmates,
of a short time bLefore, had finished
their dinner and were locked in each
other’s arms fast asleep upon a little
bekd near the fire place.

Oh,  youthful
sleep.

"0, Innocence,

innocence and ble§sed

the sacred amulet,

“Against all the poisons of infirmity,

“Of all misfortunes, injury and death.”
Yes, they were asleep. Although
they were hungry and lonely in the
absence of their only living I)arenq,
vet they slept.
“0, Sleep it
“Beloved from

is a gentle thing,
pole to pole.”

1 stood for some time gazing upon
these voung sleepers before I attempt-

ed to awaken them, but when I- did_——mA—

and showed them a dozen nicely bak-

ed fresh biscuits, their youthful antics :

can be better imagined than described.

Years sped on, and those children
grew to maturity—I met them: on sev-
eral occasions, and, although I dia;
not niention the circumstance of’ ‘their
youthful penury, I, myself, reflected:
“pon it more than once. I thought of
how their mother died and her Tonely.:
funeral. Their tather pover‘ty strick-

L)
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en and far from his early home and
friends, too proud to beg, or, even to

let his Bastern friends know of his’

forlorn condition, and too honest to
steal, he went out to labor at his
trade, that of carpenter—leaving the
little orphans to care for themselves,

-~ week after week, and how, weary, cold

and hungry, the little innocents slept
on, in. forgetfulness, upon thelr unpre-

pared bed

And then, too, in my readings since
then, 1 have thought that the para-

~graph from  Cervantes, that eminent

Spanish writer, expressed the situa-

tion most aptly. Cervantes wrote as

follows: '

“Now blessings light 6n him that first
invented sleep;

“It covers a man all over, thought and
all like a cloak;

‘1t is meat to the hungry, drink to
the thirsty,

“Heat for the cold and cold for the
hot.”

Indiana Bank Fails—Death of Cherry.

I can say to you, in all seriousness.
that when the news of the bank fail-
ures came to our little colony, and one
of the men examined his money that
he had saved. and found that thex
were Indiana bank bills, and he re-
flected upon the fact that already he
and his familv had begnn the baking
from the last sack of flour in the
house, his face assumed an expres-
sion of sorrow and despondency.

One of our neighbors, who had set-
tled near us, came over to tell my
brother-in-law of his misfortune. He.

_tao, had the misfortune or being the
" owner of worthless bank bills, and in

a choking voice, while tears, rolled
down his cheeks, he said: "(,‘.HERR\'
IS DEAD.” Cherry was his only cow.
and was the support of the family,
himself, wife and two children.  XNo
crop had been raised yvet. except a
few potatoes and some corn that grew
between the stumps.

He talked about the failure of the
banks, that he had- no money to buv
another cow, that- milch cows were
not to be had just then. no crop, and

‘. that ‘# he went away to work his
family hs_.d nothing to sustain them,.

L by = * N -
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arnd finally, that strong man sat down
apon the ground and wept aloud.

My brother-in-law, Mr. Caffrey, cheer-
ed him up, told him to go out and
work awhile and he would assist the
family and aid them at least two
weeks: He did so, and in the mean-
time my. sister prepared food and~”
was the messenger to relieve another
tamily in distress.

When 1| reached their home I found
the mother and her two children
standing near the remains of “Cherry’
and ecrying as Dhitterly over their
forlorn condition as if a member of
the family had died. At the end oi
{two weeks the man returned with his
wages, and a sack of flour on his
back, which he had carried home from
Kiver Falls Mills, a distance of more
than nine miles. There was repoicing
in the household that night, and sev-
eral neighbors came in, not to- eat
with, but to rejoice with the family
and hear the news from the outside
settlements.

A Dinner of Slippery Elm Bark.

Another day one of our Scandinavian
neighbors, a newco:ner, so called, came

‘to our place and asked if he coula

borrow a little me=nl and salt, saying

.that he would return them . or pay

for them as soon as he could raise his
crop. A small package was given to -
him, and, prompted by a desire to
learn of the condition of the famiiy,
| was sent over upon some pretended
errand, and investizated into the con-
dition. 1 found the family all clad
in homespun and home made gar-
ments, their feet which were wrapped
in coarse cloths were -encased -in
wooden shoes filled with soft shavings
or straw. BEverything, about their
huilding made of wood. No-nails;mo
iron hinges. No. nat a piecé of. iron
of any kind. Shelvas made. of hewed
logs, split and fastened to the wall
with wooden pins, benches instead of
chairs. tables and bed made in like
manner. Everything wood work, and
wooden ware throughout.- 1 did not
cee any food except the -children
brought in some bark of the slippery
elm trees which they peeled. . The .
inner bark they cut into small pi.eces; s
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- as you. would cut a petatoe .or a
-squash, boiled it, then sprinkled in a..
- littla. of the meal and salt, which the

man.had berrowed from us, and then.

the. father, mother and four. .children .

ate. it with wooden spoons.
*When .our best ox—Jake—became

came in from time to time, and. thus,
little by little new:life, as it were, and
new blood, were.infused into the

.people which caused them all to take

. ter their .conditinn,

tangled in his stall and. in. trying to -

extricate himself +broke.his neck, an.d
there was no other ox 1t take his
place in putting in the. crops, and no

‘1oney with which to purchase anoth-
er; except worthless Indiana money,.

it caused a gloom..of sadness to per-
vade throughout the family. One :of
mly older brothers 'stood beside the
dead carcass of the fdithful Jake and
the tears stole down his face as he

“exclaimed: “‘Our little ' settlement is.

decomed. We cannot pull through.”
Being the bdby of our family, 1 was

permitted te seleet- a pet for myself: .

Jake was my pet:ox, and, in return for

“1lie :delicacies which, in my childish

way, | gave him, he would let me ride
on his back. So when I saw: them
skinning him in order to  utilize his
hide for footwear, | cried das if !I had
lost. my last and best friend. B

Ah! those were the days of the
panic of 1857, and many of the Pion-
eer ‘Settlers of the St. Croix Valley,
now" &' flourishing “‘Garden of KEden’
went to bed with only a scarnty allow-
ance, and a prayer on' their lips that

:a. better day might sbon:‘ck{wn' upon

them.,

T might with truth relate many other
instances which required great pati-
ence, great fortitude and deétermina-
tion, but I
Enough has been said, however, to

refrain from “doing so.’

a new hold upon life, .and. try to bhet-

After awhile s&chool houses
erected, And teachers employed ton
teach the young children. .In :those
days .the teachers bdarded ~—around.
irom hou:e to house, among.the peo-

-ple of the distriet, and 1 remember

( uite -distinctly that, when .he :came
to board at .my father's -place, he
stayed there about .double the' length

.of time that he stayed -elsewhere,

»resumably on account of so mdny of
our young .people  being there the
place afforded more;amusements than

+he could find élsewhere.

Notwithstanding the fact that:there

-were- some- hard times, so to speak,

- gelves was much as they could,

-

vet ‘the ipeoplei tried. to enjoy them-
and
to while away the long winter -even-
ings: The old 'songs: were' sung, and
resung, and the school:' books' and
histories, et¢.,, which were ‘brot by
the family' from' Cohnecticut, ' were
read and reread, over and over again,
and. from time to timie, all of -those
families assembled at my father’s

house and erijoyed themselves during

the greater part of those long winter

.

T wepaT

evenings. After a school house was .
erected, an occasional misstopary -~ ‘
preacher came that way, from tims

" to timeé, and the people assembled on

“hymns and in many other- ways' tried’
‘to introduce civilization and Christian- .
" ization.
gy at that time any nearer than Still-

s:..ow the rising generation that they -

owe a debt of gratitude to-those vet-
eran pioneers who smoothed the way

‘for them so that they can now enjoy

all’ of the privileges and luxuries of

~ the present dayv progress and -civili-
‘zation. =

" ©ridhter Days  Made Their Appearanée.

It hus beern said that the darkest
Fouvr is the hotir before day, and that
behind eveéry cloud there is” a -silver
lining. :After awhile tlre dark clouds
Legan to disappedar and brighter days

¢i:..shone upon the colony.. Other settlers

such occasions and prayed and sang

There was no Catholic cler-

water,” Minn,, and so the Hawkins

family—being Catholie—did not: have
any devotional exercises, except fam-

ilv. prayers among themselves, with .
the exception of an -occasional. visit, .

about four ‘times a year, from-a Mis-
sionary Priest from Stillwater.. How-
ever, upon each occasion’ when the
clergvman came, all the "peoplée .as-

sembled and héld what was knogwn'in. - =
thosk early days as a “STATION” at .
some house in thé settlement.'"Tl;ulygf ,
it was a day when all the people as- ..
" setnbled . and.appeared {o.-enjoy:-thém-
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selves as much as those now-'do who
go ‘to church in their carriages.

- By and by roads were cut out, and
wooden - bridges built across the
- streams and gulleys, and in a short
time a road was established between
the “HAWKINS SETTLEMENT"” and
the “RUSH._RIVER SETTLEMENT."
After that time the different families
could visit from place to place, an
the people of tne different settlements
could- meet, occasionally, and ex-
change ideas with each other. Our
settlement was enlarged by the ad-
dition of several other families who
came and settled close by. William
Jackman, an KEnglishman, who had
been a sailor for a number of years,
and his wife. a Scotchwoman. Thomas
l.auder, a Scotchman, the brother-in-
taw of AMr. Jackman, settled within
a mile of our home. On the other
side several families, of Yankees, so
called—at least they all spoke the
inglish language (Brooks, Dodge.
Thomas, Matteson, Campbell, Burdick,
Nesbitt, Gray and several others whose
names | do not now recall.
came Carpenter, Dix, Marble, Holman
with his Indian wife, and Jo. Martell,
“a Frenchman, with an Irish wife, all
pitched their tents in close proximity
to our colony.

In the RUSH RIVER SETTILE-
MENT were to be found Briggs, Bone-
ste Houston, Magee, MeéKeen, Mc
Caliney, Warner and some others with
whom | was not personally acquainted.
However, all of them were English
speaking people,

Scandinavian Wood Workers.

After a few vyears a number of
Scandinavians came and settled close
by, in a little colony by themselves,
however, in the town of Martell, but
‘close to our settlement, Gilstad, Gun-
derson, Halverson, Johnson, Nelson,
Rockstad, Sather, Thoen and others.
They were experts in wood work, -and
very soon thereafter houses and. build-
ings began to be erected under their
guidance, as they could hew and pre-

pare logs and place them in such a

manner as to look as neat as any
frame” house that could* be erected..
So in about three years, after our.
. v

l.ater on .

first settlement in the Valley, all of .
our people erected houses upon the
plan introduced by our Scandinavian
neighbors. That was regarded as a
great advance in.civilization at that
time. Previous to that-time ouses
were constructed of round logs laid
one upon another, then chinked afnd
plastered with a mixture of clay and
ashes, no lime or cement in those
days; with shakes for a roof, some-
thing similar to what is often seem in
lumber camps.: DBut after those expert
wood workers came, then the nice hew-
ed log houses, nicely grooved and
artistically framed and covered with
shingles took the places of the olad
buildings, and the -old” buildings were
turned over to the cattle or:used as
granaries, stables, etc.

A Change of Location.

Ox Breaking Teams.

Our people soon observed that those
new settlers who came in and settled
upon the prairie land, were advancing
much more rapidly tnan those who
settled in the timber, and so, after a
while, our people sold out their farms
and moved out upon the prairie. For
a number of years all the members of
tne family resided in that part of the
country called Pleasant Valley, but
arter a while, as the families began to
grow, they desired larger farms, and
some moved over into the Town of
Kinnickinnick, some into Warren,
some settled in Martell, and some re-
moved to the Town of Hammond.
There being a number of boys in my
father's family their services were not
all needed at home, and so several of
the boys arranged to operate breaking
teams. Ox breaking teams were the
custom _in those days.
brot with tnem from Madison;, Wis,, a
breaking outfit, and so in a short time
the breaking team owned by the
“HAWKINS BOYS” was konowh far
and near, and for several seasons they’
were constantly employed in breaking
up farm on the prairie. -Later on they.

overated horse power threshing ma- =

chines. The change.made by . our:

people from .their homes in  the: tim--. ey
‘per to farms upon the p.rai;-iawa_s-ut‘. brh

-~

Our people-hadt—————
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great benefit to each family.

They were favored with pretty good
crops, altho they had to haul their
grain to Presco, a distance of 22
miles, or, to Hudson which was about
the same distance, yvet, upon the whole
they enjoyed their labors, and received
pretty fair returns for their work eacn
season. After leaving the “THICKET,”
so called, the families removed to the
following places, namely:

- . The SHIELDS family (Aunt Mary)

moved to the North end of Pleasant
Valley, close by the Hammond line.
BRIDGET and her husband, Michael
Coffrey, removed to a farm in Kinnic-
kinnic and enlarged their holdings and
made it their permanent home. JOHN
went first to Kinnickinnic, afterwards
near River Falls line, then moved to
about the center of Pleasatn Valley,
and later on to a fine farm in the
Town of Hammond upon which some
of  his  descendants still reside.
THOMAS moved to the Town of War-
ren, and little by little increased his
holdings until his family grew up, so
that he was able to divide and give
each one a respectable sized farm. One
of his sons still resides upon the old
hometstead. PATRICK removed to
the Town of Kinnickinnic and he, too,
increased his holdings and left to his
family two very fine farms with good
substantial buildings upon them.
MICHAEL purchased a farm, part of
it in the Town of River Falls, and
another portion just across the 1:=:- :n
the Town of Martell. The farm is now
operated by Giles, a son of his widow
by a second husband. LAWRENCE
mcved to about the center of Pleas-
ant Valley, and resided there until the
time of his death. MARTIN settled,
first in the Town of River Fal\ls, buc
later on improved his condition by
removing to the Town of Kinnickinnic,
increased his holdings and left a nice
farn to his family. PETER settled,
first about the center of the Town of
Fleasant WVallev, but afterwards im-
rroved his conditicn by moving into
the Town of Warren, where he could
have. a much larger farm: He, too,
improved his holdings and left a fine
cultivated farm -~ with substantial

buildines upon it when he died. JOHN
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CAFFREY removed to the Town of
Hammond and was greatly benefited
py the change so made. " The two
McLAUGHLINS remained where they
first settled, and they also enlarged
their holdings and made comfortable
homes for themselves and their fam-
ilids. They died some years ago.

Vast Improvements; Marvelous

Changes.

Before attempting to give a sepa-
rate sketch of the different members
of the family, we might say, in a gen-
eral way, that the majority of them
lived to see vast improvements made
in the way of progress and civilization
in the St. Croix Valley. Town lines
fully established, school districts laid
out, and fine school houses erected.
The old wooden bridges replaced by
beautiful iron structures, and the old
log school houses torn down and fine
td®buildings, and brick buildings
erected in their stead,
cupolas and school bells to call the
»icholars to school. Fine churches
erected in all of the principal villages
and cities thruout the Valley. The
old houses demolished, and even the
next set of small frame houses vacated
‘and elegant fine houses, barns, gafan-

aries and other out buildings erected

-+

with fine “

which shows the growth of the place -

and prosperity of the people. The ox

teams have long since been discarded, .

fine horses have taken their places,
and now, instead of going to town or
to church in the old fashioned way in
< lumber. wagon, their

descendants *

nave, not only fine horses, but beauti-

ful carriages and turnouts of the ﬂnes_t
description,

And Now, in 1910.

In mahy of the places the buildings -

are fully supplied with the Rural Tel-
ephone, and Rural Mail Deliveryi and
quite a few have erected new houses

“upon the most improved and modern .

plans, with large basements and heat-

“ing apparatus in their homes, so that

it is, perhaps, not too much'to say

that the majority of the descendants

of those early settlers are now enjoy-

ing the full fruits of the labors of -




14

these Old; Pioneers. We do not be-
grudge’ the " later generation the im-
provements, and we might say luxur-
ies, which they now enjoy, but we do
say, WITH A STRONG EMPHASIS,
that they should never forget those
old Veteran Pioneers who blazed the
way in those early days, and who
showed such lheroic fortitude, and
stood the stress against the panic of
1857, and other hard times which fol-

" lowed of privations and hardships, and

vicissitudes, but in spite of it all they
established homes, for themselves and
their children, in what was once a
wild and desolate prairie upon one
hand, and a Jungle and "Big Woods”
upon the other.

Note—In some subsequent chapters
| have striven to give a crude and
imperfect, perhaps, but, a true, sketch
of each separate branch of the family

Kindly yours,
S, N. HAWKINS.

THE - HAWKINS FAMILY
RELATIONS. .

At request of a Distant Relative, |
have prepared a list of the Family
names with whom the Hawkins Family
of the St. Croix Valley, Wisconsin, an. -
the Descendants, have intermarried.
1 might say, in passing, that there are
a few other names which are unknown
to me, being marriages that were con-
tracted by some of the younger gen-
eration bevond the confines of the St
Croix Valley. The list herein wuas
prepared by me from my memory. and

therefore, there may be some few
omissions, but, in the main it is cor:
rect.

Where the name appears more than

once it indicates that it refers ‘o
. another family of the same name, or,
relatives later generation,
To illust®te—One of the older mem-
bers of the  family married H
McLAUGHILIN, an Irishman, and later

‘on some of the younger members mai-
ried into anofher family of the same
name—McLAUGHLIN—but of a later
generation, and not reliated to the first
family, except, p_er"haps. in a distant
degree:” ‘

The following is the list, prepared
alphabetically for convenience: s
BIRMINGHAM—American — Of Eng-

lish and Irish Ancestry. -
BUSH—American—Perhaps

man extraction, -
CAFFREY —Irish.
COLLINS—American Irish.
CORBETT—American—Of British Afn”

cestry.
CULLEN—American Irish.
DAVIN—American Irish.
DENNEEN—Canadian Irish.
DOONER—Canadian Irish.
DENNIS—Irish.

of Ger-

[ do not know,

BARLY-—American Irish.

EARLY (again)-—American of English
and Irish Ancestry, another family.
FABEL—German.
GAVIN—American Irish.
GILES alias JILES-—French.
GLEASON-—American Irish.
GODFREY—American—Of British and
Irish Ancestry.
HARRINGTON—American Irish.
HODGINS—American—Of British ,and
(‘anadian Ancestry.
HORRIGAN—Irish.
HURLEY—American Irish.
HYDE—American Irish..
JILLES alias GIIL.LES—French.
KANE-—American—irish Ancestry.
KINNEY — AMERICAN—(3rd Genera-
tion of Irish.
ILALLY—Irish.
l.LARSON—American—Norwegian
cestry.
MARTIN—American Irish,
MURPHY—American Irish.
MILILLER—American German.
MEATH—American—Irish Ancestry.
McCARBE--American Irish.
MeDERMOTT—American Irish.
McGRATE—Irish.
AMeGOVERN—Irish- Reared in Canada
MeGRAW—Irish,
Mcl A AUGHILIN

An-

Irish — A

Mcl,AUGHIIIN—American

different family. .
MeNAMARA—American Irish,
MACHGAN—German. . -
'\ASH American of German Ances-‘

try.
O CONNELL—Irish. ~

" O'BRIEN—American Irish, Wisconsin

Branch.
o’ BRIE\’——Amerlcan Irish, of a differ-
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ent -family. % Minnesota Branch.
O'BRIEN—Amgrican Irish—A
ent Wisconsin Family.
PAPE—American German.
PITTS—American—Ancestry unknown
to me—think it is English.
RATTRAY—Scotch.
RATTRAY—A younger
Irish and Scotch
American birth,
Irish.
RYAN-—American Irish.
RILEY—American Irish.
SHIELDS—Irish.
STEPHENS—American — Of
and Irish Ancestry.
STEPHENS—American—Another fam-
ily of a younger generation being 3ri
Generation of British and Irish An-
cestry.
TOBIN—American—Of
Irish Ancestry.

Branch of
Parentage, “ani

British

RBritish and

differ-
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TUBMAN—American—Of British and

Irish Ancestry.
WENDORF—American German.
WILFORD—American of English An-

cestry. .

As ve, there are several
nanies which do not appear hereon, but
the above and foregoing are all that I—
can now recall. The younger members
who went away from Wisconsin, some
settling in Minnesota, some in North ~
Dakota, some in Washington - State,
and in other places, intermarried with
families who are strangers to me.
Therefore, I cannot give their names.
There are, however, about a dozen of~
them from whom I have not heard for
nearly, if not fully, ten years.

New Richmond, Wis, August 10,
1911. '
- Very respectfully,

S. N. HAWKINS.
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