Church Information

Church Information

Table of Contents

Graves of the McCollums (INettie ALLEN) [AD0350]....uuuuriieeeeeeeeeiirreeeeeeeeeeeieirrreeeeeeeeeeeeirrrreeeseesessersrrrreeseeees
Records from the Schellsburg Church [AO0389] ........ceiiiieeiiieeiiieeiieeeieeeeieeeetee et e eireeeareeeareesneeesseeees
“The White ChUrch” {image} [AD0475-1] c...euveueueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeteseeeseaeeseseeeeeeeeeeaeeseseaens
“The White Church’ {image} [ADD475-2] ...uuuiieeeiiiieeeeeiieeeeeeieeeeeeiteeeeeetreeeeeeaeeeeesesseeeeeesseeeeeesssseeessssseeeeanes
First Presbyterian Church of Morgantown WV A [A00543-1]..cc.uuteriiieriieeniieenieeerieeeieeeeiree s et esiee e
First Presbyterian Church of Morgantown WV A [A00543-2]......ueeeiuiieiiiieenieeenieeenreeerereeenereesnsreessseeessseeenns
First Presbyterian Church of Morgantown WV A [A00543-3]..c..ueeiiiiiriiieniieerieeerieeeeiteeeiree st e s siee e

[Sorted by Record #]

Church Records.doc 1 12/29/2005



Church Information

Graves of__th_e_McCoIIums (Nettie Allen) [A00350]

(From & copy furnished by Mhooz5e
Nettie Allen,
Ridge, New Jersey)

The Observer of April 1lth conteined a communication "To the MeCollums",
over the ignature of "J, C, R,", in which it was stated that recently, in
repeirving the Presbyterien Church edifice at Baskenridge, N,J., the tomb stones
of & venerable pair, John and Nayy McCollum were found beneath the floor, where
donbtless they were many years since covered from sight by an efilargement of the
ancient house of worship, The inscriptions upon the stones were given by the
writer, from which it appeared that both died and were burled in dpril, 1760,
the husbend in the 1084 yeer of his age and the wife in her 84th, I have, since
reading that commmnication, vigited Beskemrddge, bowed begide the new found greves
of my ancestors, and from several sources sought snd obtained much informatiom of
exceeding interest to meny of the MeCollums now living, In the main, this infor-
mation would mot particularly concern your readers; but there are many, I doubt not,
who will read with attention & record that shows thet a century of time snd four
generations of McGollums connect these mew found graves in the church yard at Basken-
ridge with a hallowed mound in the rurel cemetery at 5t, Catherinets, Camadas West,
the desth bed of the venereble petriarch of nearly one hundred and three years with
that from which went up to God the spirit of the "Little Syracuse Boy", Scoville
Haynes McCollum, leaving behind a message and an examgle which has been blessed to
the salvation of so many of the dear children of ocur land,

John MeCollum came alome from Scotland in the early part of the last century,
Shipwrecked on the "Jersey Coset”, he sent for his family, made & permenent
settlement in Somerset County, and united with the Presbyterlan Church at
"Bagking Ridge", as the name of the place was then writtem, The mopument in the
church yard indicates buriels rumning 24 years before his interment, or to the
year 17363 but there is every reason to believe that he ®as older than any of his
contemporaries, and cne of the earliest members of the Church, A numercus family has
gprung from this early pair, some of which are still connected with the Church at
Bagkenridge; but the place where repoged their mortal remains had beem forgottenm,
and they were known only as the neighborhood tradition of three John McCollumg,
father, sonm and grendson, baving once resided there, ell of whom have lomg since
gone to their rest end their reward, The father of the writer of this, visited
Baskenridge in 1847, in search of these stones, which have now so providentially
been discovered, but could get no informetion in regard to them,

Scoville Heynes McCollum was a linesl descendant of this first John McCollum.
David and Robert and Joel end Hezekish Scoville are the names of the WeCollums
representing the four gemerations between thenm, Scoville's father end grandfather
still live, a1l of the six, except Scoville, were or are membere of Presbyterian
Churches, and he belongs to the church triumpbant, The first grave was that of the
centenarian, John in 1760; the last, that of the child Scoville, just a hundred
years later, Verily, who among us can foretell just what another hundred years
pay write of our family history, or who in 1984 will transcribe the -ingeriptions
upon our tomb stones?

P.8. Should any other descendants of the venerable John and Mary MoCollum
desire further informetion, or bave any facts to communicate bearing upon our
family history, they are invited to commnicate with the writer of the foregoing,
addressing "H, S, M.", 92 Johnson St,, Brooklym,
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Records from the Schellsburg Church [A00389]
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“The White Church” {image} [A00475-1]
| A6ols -

" The White Church "

The Schellsburg charge was originally a prt of theo Budford charge

The first Congregation of tha sohvl‘.lubw'f uhn;f- wae organized in '

18064 4 lot of ground, situated on Cheetnut Ridge, about { of a

mile west of aahulluhurga wae granted and aam‘ayoa John

‘Beholl, after whom the town was named in 1806« Jointley to the
nhh and Luthern congregations, on which to bulid a Union :

shurch., The deed for the ground wee given on the 17th day of

Muroh 1807. This ground is now a yart of Schellsburg cometeryd

Here wap built 'M has boen aver eince commonly eszlled,"The :
~ Church on fke HIII", or "01ld4 White Chursh". It is =2 log h'il.lds-
ing 25 by 20 feet, wenther bourded, two stories high, gdlleries
on threo sides, winegless e vory large cl ber nearly
in the oenter of the church. The logs for the building were .
donated John Hehell, John Mowery, Jacob Hnlgnas and George
‘Roek, each giving enough to build one side or ends The church
was not finished at once, hut lig pieoemeals Poxr thrae yoars
the members worshipped here without & stove, the membere lifin
nearent ocarried with tham to service there "Dutch Ovens" f£i11l
with live cosls. Thase together with their faith, kept thenm
warms In 1809 they purohased a stcve and pipe, &nd in 1812 they
improved the chureh by the sddition of a pt;lp:li. gtalre and pews.
ind two ysars later the pallery was built, and esevaral years
after this the Churoh wae plastered., There it stande irn the.
middle of the cemetery like a lonely eentinsl koeping walch over
the dead thet lia sleoping sll ‘around it.

The first regular minister of tho charge was Reove.Deatrick
Awrendt, but &8 to the exaet date of his ministry we have no
regord. It must have beeon, however, hetween 1606 and 18l1, as

in 1611 Rev, HM{ Gerhart became pastors The old records of this
church shew an orlginal memborship of 37. From the time of it'e
organization we have no record of it's membedship, except thet
given above, until 1836 at which dote Rev, Ceorge leldy records
the umuauml ; e munzfu ;; g:; gg "“’*-’15?;’&3? zm hatb

' later in the time of Rav. Jocob Zslglor's story the
imaﬁ? is 'ginn'ae 86+ ind in 1861 in the time of Rave Henry
Heckerman's ministry the comminicants were éoz. After thie date
the pumber of communicant members seems to be smaller, owlng
yerhupe to the formation of new congregationsf During the early
part of Rov. Heckerman's minietry the "0ld White Church" wes
vacutedy und a new ormed church built in the town of Schell=
gburge On the Gth of uary 1851 the consietery of the Reformed
congregution met for urpose of sonsidering the proprieter;
of building the new church, and &t thip meet the building commites
was eppointed and on the 2lst., Feb. the comnmitee entered into
contrast with les for the erection of the churah. Peter
Scholl broke the cod for the ochurch on the first day of March
1851. The church was built of brick 42 by 62 feots There was slso
a congregation orgmiszed snd church buiit on ? Ridge !ﬁnh
belonged to the Schellsburg , or as then ealled, ﬁa arge.

After thie thero wes another congregatiod #ﬂﬁ!#i 8t New
Buene Viste, four miles south of Schellsburg and durimg the

R Uiy e ; [ o SDE g o 3 R TIN  T FL R W[1 1
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“The White Church” {image} [A00475-2]
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First Presbyterian Church of Morgantown WV A [A00543-1]

froo5YD -~

BOOKLET: THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF MORGANTOWN, WEST VIRGINIA-——
Short Biographicsl Sketches—by James E. ‘Moreland—1788—150—1358
(With Short Biographical Sketches of Its Pastors, Misslomaries,
Ministers and Lay Leaders—by Jemes R, Moreland, Church Historian and
Archivist—On the Oceasion of the celebration of the Besqui-Centenial
of the Church's Existence—1788 -150- 1958—Published by the Church 1958)

Rev. Ashbel Green Feirchild, a young licentiate just gradusted from Princeton
Theological Semeinary began his lebors for this church in 1817. Being only a licentiate,
the call was not put in his hands, but he was ordained as an evangellst and appointed to
supply in that capacity. He was promised $150 for one-half of his time. He was
ordained on October 8, 1818, and on July 2, 1822 ke was regularly ealled for ome-third
of his time. He|&ccepted the call, was installed and served this church until 1827,
During his minis the first church edifice wes constructed. He resigned in 1B27 %o
give all of his time to the Tent Church nesr Fairchance, Pemnnsylvania. He 4id not lome

contact with ntown for his son and daughter contimied to live here. He came here
frequently for religious services and to visit his friemds. He was a warm friend of
Hon. Thomas g of Morgantown's foremost lawyers and the father of
Louiga Ann Wil missionary. No dcubt Dr. Pairchild had much to do with

instilling that religisus. fervor and devotion which caused her to go willingly
to her dea & foreigry He elao wrote her memoirs, publighed in 1837, four
yeara aft er death, F of broad educatiom, being able to speak eight
languages., He publighed etrines," "The Great Supper,” "What Presbyteriemd
Believe,” and "Scripturs ‘B hebe books were for many years authoritative in
the church, He had a plessahi me n‘and was mach loved by hie psople. Hip work lives
in the impetus he gave to Praghytérfanism in western Pennsylvania and northern West
Virginia. He died on June 30, ;138 aving-a daughter, Anna, married to Iycurgus

S. Hough, & prominent lawyer of Morgs! i~a son, Cal. Ashbel Fairchild, who was a
wagon manufacturer in the ®. Both Mr. Hough and Col. Fairchild

A tablet to Mmooy the memo
by his son, Col. Ashbel Fairchild
Falter Hough, who was then Curator o
by Tiffeny and Company. This work wa
put Mrs. Fairchild had it completed and pre
November 5, 1905, by another grandson, X
following inscription:

"In lMemory
of
Aghbel Green Fairchild
Pastor, Missionary, Author
Born 1795 Died 1884
He served this church from
18171827
ind was its first pastor.”
The following excerpts are from an addiress delivered by Dr. Aaaron Moore Buchanan
on the occasion of the unvelling of that tablet in this church:

"On Mey 1, 1795, when a baby boy came to the Fairchild home in Hanover, N.J.,
he wag given the name Ashbel Green. The Rev. Aghbel Green was then 35 years old and
was pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia, and migt at that very
early ags have been giving evidence of the many gifts thet made him, in later life,
one of the really great leadees of the Presbyterian Church.

At 15 years of age Ashbel Fairchild commenced his classical educatlon at
Morristom, N.J. At 17 he entered the senior class at Princeton College, grdduating
one year later, s The next year, 1817, when 19 years old he entered Princeton

, where he remained two years, and after spending six months in
misgionary work in North Carolina, and sim weeks in Sussex County, N.J,, wag in 1817
commigsioneed by the Westemn lluiau{ Soclety as a misal r to this ruc_é.m
where he spent his whole life, which closed June 50, 1884, gi 47 years to the
general commnity to which he was firet sent. Licensed by the Presbytery of K.J.
at Morristown on April 24, 1816. Ordeined by the Presbytery of Redstone July 1,1818,

4 was presented to this church
by & grandson of Dr. Fairchild, Dr.
Museum in Waghington, and exeouted
of Col, Fairchild's death,
. It was unvelled
e tablet bears the

e ———
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First Presbyterian Church of Morgantown WV A [A00543-2]
froasY2-2- -2 -

(REV. ASHBEL GREEN FATRCHILD—continued)
#T am not able to make out from the data at hand just how this young preacher
divided hig time for the first decade of his mimistry. For the firet 5 years
he gave one-third of his time as stated supply at Morgantown Church, the other
two-thirds he gave to charges in Fayette County. For the next 5 years he was pastor
of the Morgantown Church, and George's Creek and Greensboro. In 1527, he reasigned
the pasterate here and settled as the pastor of the united congregation at Georgals
Cresk and Throne's Creek, or the Tent Church. In advanced age he resigned the
George's Creek charge, but retained the Tent, and added a new church at Fairchance.
"1t would be impoesible to give within the limits of this address anything like
a just estimate of the work of Dr. Fairchild in the strip of Fayette County, Pa.,
bordering on the state line, He impressed himself on the whole region, as no other
one has done, * % # % In a mitilated artiele, so mutilated that the name of the
evidently eble puthor is absent, I find this incident, which illustrates the hold
Dr., Fairchild hafd on the hearts of his people and the confience they had in him.
The writer sayg he preached in the Dowtor's church one day when the doctor was too
{11 to be presént, and at the close of the sermon offered to present the subject of
the sndowment »fl the Western Theological Seminary. OUne arose in the audience and said
You spent the/night with Dr. Fairchild.' 'Yes, sir.! 'Does he heartily approve of
1e -doel Then hand arcund the subscription paper. We go for

ovn people and for the better understanding of the
ytarian Church he wrote 4 books. His best known
tration of the leading doctrines of Grace.

book was 'The Great Suppe:
This book of which an ed
by the authority of the F
the Board of Publication
Another of his books bore th
Doctrines of the Bible,! ang

It is the testimony of on bempon
contributed much to the &léaring/ ¢ phere in those early daye of strife, and
had a large place in the forces the advancement of the Preabyterddn
church, not only in this region, (but throughout the whole country.”

Dr. Buchanan quotes further Y N
and ministerial neighbar:

"In person Dr. Fairchild stood“gvw
contenance marked with intellectuality

y erect, with a

q] His manners were of
the most dignified, graceful and wimning type sty epecial notice in

any assembly. His conversation possessed a sipgu hd epley interest,
am improving, which mede him & most welcome| guest in amy home and company,

h plain and simple, or highly cultured and\erudite. ife was very beantiful,
full of ind#§try and usefulness. An admirer arn nature, he delighted in
horticulture, selecting the finest fru tz and flowe
in which he found ample sncoursagement in the synpathy wne :
excellent wife, an intelligent and cultured lady from Newark, N. Possessed of a
well chogen library, and taking some of the best journals and reviews, religious,
secular and sclientific, from which he stored his excellent memory, he kept well
abreast with the times, end never geemed to grow old. He nas well versed in science,
literaturs, theology, snd history, natural, civil and ecclesiastical. Familiar with
the dootrines and gobermment of the Presbyterian Church, he was an able expunder and
defender of these, as well appears in his writings. He was not only an able dtﬁdur,
but very able and candid in dealing with opponents, emplaying no harsh language
personalities, tut solid, logigal argument and pertinent illustrations. He realized
the power of light and love, 'that the wrath of man worketh not the rightecusness

of God,! and that the servant of God mist mbt strive but ge gentle, that sof't words
and bard arguments are most winning. The life of truth and its fruits in Christian
1life was in his heart a divine and stesdy flame, which made him strong and

courageous in ite defense ang shed a radiance on the minds of others. With error

his soul could have no Emmomsiwwikp fellowship, sny more than light with darkmess or
good with evil. In short he wag eminen fitted by pature and grace to dirsct
religious thoughts and feeling in church life so as to secure the highest degree

of Christian character and oj.t:l.uushﬁau Hence wag an accepted counselor and leader
in church eonrte and secial and rall @ assemblies.
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First Presbyterian Church of Morgantown WVA [A00543-3]

| NewEqT-3 et
(REV. ASHBEL GREEN PATRCHILD--continmued)
"In 21l his relations with society he was & model—emphatically & Christien gentleman.
Tt was a privilege tij his persomal friemdship and society. Hie example and coun-
pele mere deemed & bendiction.' "

"The Rev. Henry W. Biggs, pastor of this church at the time of Dr. Fairchild's

death, preached a commemorative sermon from the text found in II Samuel #xx 5:128:
"Know ye not that there is a prince and a great men fallen this day in Israel?"

Henry Halleck Ryland was born in Morgantown, Jamuary 9, 1862. His mother was
a daughter of Aaron Baird, an elder of this church. Mr. Ryland was graduated from
¥est Virginia University in 1888, After graduating from Western Theological Seminary
s was licensed by the Presbytery of Redstone in 1890, and ordained
of Calrion in 1891, His ministerial services were rendered to
4 lin Tegtern Pemnsylvenis, where he labored until hia death
937, at his home in Ligonier. He wes the author of the words and
00 hymns, ag well as the compiler of two books, "Selected Hymns" and
4is widow and second danghter continue to reside at Ligohier. His
n-Fhe ng, after greduating from his father's old Alma Mater, the

L

ok Buperintendent within the memory of many of
b, William Moarhead, a Scotch Irishman, born amd
Presbyterianism flourished, and from where so
A Mr. Moorhead was first a traveling salesman,
h he-met _and married Alice John, and where he
i it 1% n-law, Dr. George W. John, and
] iry name of George W. John and Co.
the Ghurch on examination om Jan 15, 1887, and
his deathl | The Sunday School was his church

the living members of th
reared in the North of I
many devoted and devout membe
freguently visiting Morgantow

iy, Moorhead was recelwed
remained a mebber from that date un
1ife. 8o far as lmown, the only |chu :
Treagurer. Put the Sunday School\%ss his child/s
its work, His rich Scotch-Trish brogue, his i}
ability all peculiarly fitted him fdr th 0

nd he devoted much of his life to
ary attainments, his elocutiomary

‘ y Scott John)

s—alagted for many years.
Jchn Family)
{foker (1739-1818).

The records of this church show that W e
with others waselected an elder in 1907 and contlmcu
EM daughters of James McVicker married two brothe

This was James McVicker (1788-1852), som of Capti Du
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Compiled by James B. McVicker

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mcvicker/
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