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KEY WEST'S MURDER CASE
A WEALTHY CUBAN WHO
WAS MARRIED TOO MANY
TIMES
KILLED  BECAUSE HE KNEW TOO  MUCH
A harmless old man put out of the way. the most dastardly murder known in key west—Two widows fighting for an estate and a poisoning suspected.
Special Correspondence of Times-Union. Key West, Fla., June 8, 1891 —The
excitement and feeling which has been aroused here by one of the most dastardly and brutal murders recorded in the annals of Key West is something akin to that which existed in New Orleans after the trial of the Mafia prisoners for the murder of Captain Hennessey. The victim here was a poor old Cuban cigar maker named Jaime Mira, who had been living in Key West for several years. An aged wife, with five children, the eldest at home is a boy 17 years of age, live to mourn his death. Whilst nearly every man is convinced of the guilt of those charged, it is doubtful whether sufficient evidence can be procured to make them amenable to the laws
 for the crime they are committed to stand trial for at the next term of the circuit court.
The facts connected with the rumors read like a romance. Mr. Francisco Marrero, a leading cigar manufacturer of Key West, visited Havana about four months ago for the purpose of purchasing tobacco, and after being there a few days died suddenly, and the rumor is that he was poisoned. Be that as it may, Mr. Marrero was married three times in his life; his first wife was a Cuban lady whom he married in Havana, his native place. There were no children by this marriage, and the lady still survives. He married his second wife in New York, by whom he had children, who survive, and, after his second wife's death, he married the third wife, who is now living in Key West, and who has the care of her own children with those of his second wife. Whether Mr. Marrero was properly divorced to legitimately marry is the question, and from this springs a law suit between his first wife, who is living in Havana, and his third wife with the children, who are living in Key West.
There is a large amount of property involved, the greater part of which is situated in Key West. Immediately after Mr. Marrero's death the Cubans who busied themselves in the matter took different sides. Through Emilio Garcia Mr. McFarlane of Tampa, who once saved his neck, and a second time saved him from the penitentiary , was retained in behalf of the first wife, who lives in Havana, and for his fee he is to get $40,000. But whether contingent or
 not is not satisfactorily ascertained. Old man Jaime Mira interested himself in behalf of the last wife and the children, who are living in Key West and for this purpose collected evidence which would probably implicate or suspect some parties with the death of Mr. Marrero. However, it seems that he was in possession of some facts which dead men do not tell. Jaime Mira went to Emilio Garcia's barroom Saturday night May 9, and with three others played dominoes until about 10 o'clock for refreshments, when his partners left. Jaime Mira was never seen to come out of the barroom and the next morning was found murdered in the woods at the south beach, about half way between the street car (can't make out) and the first tower, with his throat cut from ear to ear.
About two weeks after the murder was committed, Jose Rodriguez (colored) a Cuban bandit; Emilio Garcia, a saloon keeper; Jose Arturo Ramos, Pedro Piniades and Pedro Basatta were arrested on suspicion and charged, some as principals and others as accessories to the murder. They were arraigned in the county courthouse on the 27th of May before Mr. W. A. Gwynn, justice of the peace, for a preliminary hearing, Messrs. G. B. Patterson, E.O. Locke and Mr. Vining Harris appearing for the state and Mr. Livingston Bethel with Mr. Pettingill of Tampa for the defendants. The hearing was continued from day to day under June 8, during which time the court house was densely crowed with anxious Cubans, waiting the results. The second day Pedro Bassata
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was discharged from custody and Jose Rodriguez committed for trial. The other three were brought up next, and Basatta took the stand. His testimony showed that Emilio Garcia and Jose Rodriguez visited the witness at this house at 11 o'clock p.m. on the 9th of May and asked him to participate in the murder of one whose name they did not mention, but said there was a good deal of money in the job, and on his refusal said that if he mentioned the fact of their visits they would kill him. Other evidence relating to what occurred in the jail was also given, which told badly for Emilio Garcia and resulted in his committal, Jose Arturo Ramos and Pedro Piniades being released. The jail is now guarded nightly by four watchmen and every precaution is taken to prevent their escape. It is reported that their lawyers will endeavor to have them released on habeas corpus and bailed over; but whatever the results, either of habeas corpus or trial, it is more than likely they will quit Key West. Three Thousand dollars reward has been offered for the conviction of the murderers.
City Marshal Cunningham deserves much credit for his success in unearthing the criminals, not withstanding the many difficulties he had to encounter. They do their business with such quickness and secrecy that it is almost impossible to get any information.

