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 The Spearin Surname Project update – Jan-Mar 2012  

 

New Y-DNA results  

Since the last newsletter (Oct-Dec 2011) there has been a plethora 
of new results. Four new members have joined the project, and 3 
members have upgraded to the 67-marker panel test. 

The following have upgraded (all in GF1): 
• H1223 (IRL18,LIM10) 
• H1656 (CAN3,ON1) 
• 164729 (US9,GA1) 

 

The following are new members: 
• 209996 (CAN3,ON1) – GF1 
• 221180 (CAN8,ON3) – GF1 
• 222942 (UK30,SOM3) – GF4 
• 229653 (US132,PA26) – GF5 

 
 

 

 

Y-DNA Project status – where are we now? 

There are now 5 Genetic Families with a Spearin/Spearing surname - GF1 has 9 members, and 
the others currently have 1 member each (GF1 has the haplotype I2b1, consistent with a 
Dutch/Belgian origin, all the rest are R1b1a2). Taking into account my own non-Spearin line, 
this gives a grand total of 14 members in the project so far. In Addition, a Spiering from the 
Netherlands has recently been tested and although they have not joined the group (as yet?), we 
have been informed that the results do not match those of GF1. 

At 37 markers, 3 of the 9 members in GF1 are identical and match the 
modal haplotype for this group (IRL4,DUB1; AUS1,NSW1; & 
IRL18,LIM10) - everyone else in GF1 differs from them by a genetic 
distance of no more than 3. These results indicate that all members of 
GF1 are close genetic cousins with a common ancestor in the past few 
hundred years. The question remains: who is he? Ongoing work with 
traditional genealogy is inching us toward the answer, but the common 
factor among the members of this genetic family are origins in Limerick, 
and before that in London.  

Another important question is how closely the members of 
this particular genetic family are related to each other. The 
most recent common ancestor (MRCA) for the group as a 
whole may be a Spearin who lived in the mid-1600’s, but 
individual members of the family may be more recently 
related, for example two or more of the members might 
share an MRCA born between 1750 to 1800. It may be 
possible to detect more recently related family members by 

doing the Family Finder test (see below) but this test is really only relevant for those members 
who cannot trace their families back before 1730. 

The recently upgraded results in GF1 means that 6 of the 9 members have values for 67 markers 
and this has helped us establish the modal haplotype for markers 38-67. It has also identified 
some additional mutations, and (not surprisingly) these were in fast mutating markers. 

 

http://www.familytreedna.com/faq/answers.aspx?id=8#512�
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~spearin/gengen/interpreting.html�
http://www.familytreedna.com/public/spearin/default.aspx?section=ycolorized�
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~spearin/tradgen/tradfamtable.html�
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~spearin/tradgen/tradfamtable.html�
http://www.familytreedna.com/faq/answers.aspx?id=8#879�
http://www.familytreedna.com/public/spearin/default.aspx?section=ycolorized�
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In addition, 2 members from the same family (CAN3,ON1) have tested out 
to 67 markers and are identical on all of these markers. This allows us our first 
example of “triangulation” – in other words, the common ancestor for both 
members tested was Tobias Spearin (1812-1906) and as both members are 
exact matches we can safely conclude (with 99.99% certainty) that Tobias 
Spearin shared exactly the same values for the markers on his Y chromosome 
and they have been passed down unchanged to his descendants (members 
H1656 & 209996). 

The new members in GF4 and GF5 are welcome additions to the Project. Whether they 
represent distinct and separate Spearin/Spearing families (i.e. who have a completely different 
origin) or whether we will eventually find a connection between all the various genetic families 
remains to be seen. As more members join, the answer should become clear.  

GF2 and GF3 both originate in Maine but the surname spelling 
(Spearin) suggests that both these families may in fact be related to 
GF1 and the differing haplotype represents an NPE (non-paternity 
event) at some point in the past. The same may also apply to GF5, 
which originates in Pennsylvania, but the surname spelling of 
Spearing may alternatively suggest an origin in the UK.  

GF4 (Sperring) have definite origins in the UK (Somerset) and this 
suggests a completely different origin for the Sperring’s of GF4 
compared to the Spearin’s of GF1. However, this may all change as 

new members join our group. We need to encourage new members to join who can trace their 
origins to the UK, especially the south-western English counties of Somerset, Devon, 
Gloucestershire and Wiltshire. 

 

 

DNA Project – next steps 
Whereas the Y-DNA test looks only at the Y 
chromosome and hence the patrilineal line (your 
father’s father’s father etc), the Family Finder test 
assesses all 46 of your chromosomes and matches 
you with people who share similar stretches of 
DNA to yours. However, it only reaches back to 
about 5th cousins (i.e. 7 generations counting 
yourself, or about 200 years prior to your year of 
birth i.e. 33x6= 198). Thus for example if two 
Spearin’s from GF1 who are known to be genetic cousins were to do this test, it may be 
sufficiently sensitive to indicate that they match on this test too. 

As most members of GF1 have traced their families back to 1800 (and hence will already know 
who their Spearin/Spearing 3rd cousins are), the Family Finder test will only be of relevance in 
helping to detect 4th and 5th cousins. So far, only 2 GF1 members have taken the test but there 
is no match. Thus the results are (so far) inconclusive. 

 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~spearin/tradgen/tradfamtable.html�
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~spearin/gengen/interpreting.html�
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~spearin/tradgen/familiesbycounty/somerset.html�
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~spearin/tradgen/familiesbycounty/somerset.html�
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~spearin/tradgen/familiesbycounty/gloucester.html�
http://www.familytreedna.com/faq/answers.aspx?id=8#879�
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Traditional Genealogy update 

This project was started by a group of researchers from GF1 
and thus the focus up until now has been on the traditional 
genealogy of GF1 but there is a need to diversify and explore 
the traditional genealogy of all the other identified  
Spearin/Spearing/Sperring families, especially now that the 
project has been registered with the GOONS as an official One Name Study. 

Already a lot of research exists about some of the English Spearing/Sperring families and we are 
actively encouraging people to write up their family histories and use the website as a publishing 
medium. The more we publish on the website, the greater a resource it becomes. Please do send 
us your Family Biographies as this is the best way of summarising all the research you have done 
to date. We will publish them in the Biographies section of the website. Don’t worry if there are 
gaps – these can always be filled in over time. It’s better to have something there rather than 
nothing! 

Some recent finds regarding GF1 include several Wills which have been posted to our Facebook 
page (Elizabeth Speringe nee Hanbury 1641, and Elizabeth Baynham 1710). These reveal: 

• only 3 of Elizabeth Speringe’s children were alive in 1641 - George, Mary Inkpen, & Sarah 
Ventris. Sarah died in 1645 (we have her Will), but I can’t find Mary’s death record or 
her Will. Can anyone else have a go? Two heads are better than one … 

• Rebecca Spierin’s husband George died in 1657 in London, leaving behind children (if 
surviving) aged 11-23. Rebecca died 23 years later in Ireland (1680), aged at least 65 – 
what was she doing there and how did she get there? 

• Elizabeth Baynham (“daughter and next heir” in Rebecca Spierin’s grant of 1680) was 
born in 1634, and got married aged 45 in 1679 in London. What was she doing in 
London when her mother was in Ireland!? And (according to her 1710 Will) EB had no 
living children, and no Irish land. However she would have inherited Irish land in 1680 
from Rebecca, so … what happened to it? Did she sell it in the interim? To whom? 

Further exploration of the London Spering’s is ongoing and shortly an in-depth review of the 
early Limerick Spearin’s & Hartwell’s will commence. These new findings will soon be added to 
the website. Please add your recent findings to your Family Biographies and send them to us. 

 

 

Facebook Update 

Our Facebook group continues to go from strength 
to strength and now boasts 139 members. It is a 
wonderful place for sharing information, photos, 
documents, and newspaper articles. 

If you haven’t done so already, please fill in your family ID in the document “Which Family Are 
You” – this helps everyone know exactly where you fit into the bigger picture! You will find 
your Family ID in the Traditional Families table on the website. Currently the families of 58 of 
the 139 members of the Facebook group have been identified. 

 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~spearin/tradgen/tradfamtable.html�
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~spearin/tradgen/tradfamtable.html�
http://www.one-name.org/�
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~spearin/storyteller/biog.html�
http://www.facebook.com/groups/219630734727688/�
http://www.facebook.com/groups/219630734727688/doc/377491698941590/�
http://www.facebook.com/groups/219630734727688/doc/377491698941590/�
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~spearin/tradgen/tradfamtable.html�
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Website Updates 

As the focus turns more to traditional genealogical 
research, there are several new endeavours underway 
that will help direct future work. 

We need biographies to be written for each most 
distant known ancestor of each family in the 
Traditional Families table. By comparing the 
circumstances of each of these MDKAs, it may provide 
clues as to which other MDKAs may be most closely related to them. So far, there are MDKA or 
family biographies for CAN4,ON1; IRL4,DUB1; & IRL18,LIM10. Please submit your MDKA or 
family biography via email or via the Facebook page. 

We also need to map the known locations for each MDKA. It is more likely that MDKAs are 
related to others living in close proximity to them rather than others further away. This project 
has just got underway but needs volunteers to complete it on Google Maps. 

 

 

New Online Resources! 

Here is a list of online resources (most only recently available) that have been identified by the 
group over the past 3 months: 

Guinness - Genealogy Search  

CFB Esquimalt Naval&Military Museum Home Page 

Kerry Graveyard Records 

Bureau of Military History (1913-1921) 

London Lives 1690 to 1800 ~ Crime, Poverty and Social Policy in the Metropolis  

Here is where to look for pre-1837 London baptisms, marriages and burials online - scroll down 
to RA49-51 at http://www.wsfhs.org/ResearchAids.htm 

 

 

Spreading the Word 

Please feel free to pass this on to anyone who is interested in researching 
the Spearin name, or ask them to send me their email address and I will add 
them to the list. If you have a genealogical question, post it to our 
genealogical mailing list at SPEARIN@ROOTSWEB.COM . The website for the Spearin Surname 
Project is at http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~spearin/Index.html 

 

 If you want to be Y-DNA tested at a discounted rate through our project, click here. 

If you want to unsubscribe from this list at any time, just let me know. No questions asked! 
 

 
Maurice Gleeson 

Project Co-Administrator 
April 11th 2012 
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