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 The Spearin Surname Project update – Sep 2011  

 

New Y-DNA results this month 

Since the last newsletter, several new results have come in. All of 
these people who tested did the FTDNA 37-marker panel test. 

• IRL4 (DUB1) – MDKA Patrick Spierin (1802-1872) 

o this testee (BES, 209715) closely matches others in Genetic Family 1 

• CAN7 (ON2) – MDKA John Speering (1802-1852) 

o this testee (WGS, 209997) closely matches others in Genetic Family 1 

• US39 (ME2) – MDKA ??John Spearing (1720-1790) 

o this testee (DS, 212714) has a unique haplotype and does not match either of 
the two genetic families identified so far by Y-DNA testing. 

 

 

Y-DNA Project Members 

We currently have 10 members in the Y-DNA Project. 

• 7 members belong to Genetic Family 1 (GF1) 

o This group can reliably trace their roots back to the London 
goldsmiths from the 1500’s.  

o They belong to Haplogroup I2b1 which is consistent with a 
Dutch/Belgian origin for the Spearin line. 

• 1 member belongs to Genetic Family 2 (GF2) 

o The MDKA (most distant known ancestor) of this group is Peltiah 
Spearin (1802-1875) from Benton, Maine. 

o This family could be directly related to those in Genetic family 1 
but there may have been an adoption or illegitimacy somewhere 
down the line. Alternatively it could be a Spearin family with a 
completely different origin to GF1. Testing another descendant of Peltiah (as distant 
from the current testee as possible) may help answer this question (i.e. if their 
haplotype matched GF1 or GF3 this would confirm a “non-paternity event” in the 
other Peltiah line). 

• 1 member belongs to Genetic Family 3 (GF3) 

o The MDKA of this group is either John Spearing (1720-1790) from Kennebec, Maine; 
or Joseph Spearing (1766-1844) from Benton, Maine. 

o Again, this family could be directly related to those in GF1 (or GF2) but an adoption 
or illegitimacy introduced different Y-DNA to this line. Or it could be an entirely 
different Spearin family. Testing another descendant (as distant from the current testee 
as possible) may help answer this question. 

• 1 member belongs to a Non-Spearin Male Line (that’s me – my great-grandmother 
was a Spierin but my Y-DNA is Gleeson) 
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DNA Project – next steps 
Now that we have identified 3 possible genetic families, the next step will be to search public 
databases to see if any Spearin variants match the genetic signature of the project members 
who belong to GF2 and GF3. There will be an update on this in the next newsletter. 

One of the most important next steps for this project is to recruit someone who can trace 
their roots back to some of the earliest Spearin’s in England – e.g. Spearing’s or Sperring’s 
from Somerset, Spearink’s from Gloucestershire, Spering’s from London, etc. Are they related 
to any of the Genetic Families identified so far? 

One of the project members has recently upgraded to the 67-marker panel test and another is 
planning to do so. This will give us 3 members who have upgraded. The additional results may 
help us further differentiate the Spearin branches in GF1. More details of these results will 
hopefully appear in the next newsletter. 

Also, we are expecting the results from the Family Finder test (this analyses autosomal DNA 
i.e. DNA other than the sex chromosomes, X and Y). Once these come through we will have 
two members who have undertaken this test. This may help us identify Spearin-specific DNA 
which could be very useful in tracing female Spearin descendants. 

Videos to be added to the website – over the next few weeks we’ll be adding explanatory 
videos about the ancestral haplotype, an explanation of mutations, trangulation, mutation 
history trees, and a variety of other hot topics. 

 

 

Facebook Update – 125 members 

Facebook is proving to be a very helpful way of 
connecting people and sharing information about 
the genealogy of the different branches of the larger 
Spearin family. Already people are finding out things 
about their particular family line that they never knew before. It also helps to prevent people 
reinventing the wheel – many people have been researching the Spearin’s for many years and 
it is great that they now have the opportunity to share their accumulated knowledge with 
their distant cousins!  

We are also collecting information on the Direct Spearin Lines of those members who want to 
contribute them and these will be put in a separate table on the website. 

We are also offering a free Pedigree Chart service to the Facebook group. If anyone wants to 
have a chart generated of their Spearin ancestors, all they need to do is contact us and we will 
do it. Several people have already taken advantage of this service. 

For ongoing real time developments with the project, why not join our Facebook group at 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/219630734727688 and sign up for notifications of any 
posts or comments by clicking “Edit Settings” and configuring it the way you want it. 

Margaret will be collecting lineages from Facebook members and these will be added to the 
website (Table 3). 
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Website Updates 

This month, Pam added a fascinating story about her distant 
cousin, a marathon dancing champion from Australia called Frank 
Speerin. His record was 220 hours!  

When we first launched the website, there was a brief description 
of the distribution of the Spearin surname (plus variants) in 
England. This section has now been greatly expanded, making use 
of the British 19th Century Surname Atlas which has detailed 
information about every name in the 1881 census. This additional 
analysis clearly shows that the highest concentration of Spearin’s in 
1881 was in Somerset, with smaller pockets of Spearin’s in the 
southern English counties between Somerset and London. 

This ties in nicely with 
the work currently being undertaken by Bob 
which traces the distribution of Spearin variants 
before 1881. Bob is using www.familysearch.com, 
www.ancestry.com, Google Books, and a variety 
of other online resources to trace Spearin families 
back before 1700. Stage 2 of this work will be to 
trace families between 1700 and 1852. Thereafter, 
most Spearin families can be found in the British 
Census. So far, the work is complete for Somerset 
and new pages have been added to the website to 
reflect this. Other counties have also been added 
but further work (Stage 2) needs to be completed. 
These pages will be updated as Bob progresses with 
the work. 

 

 

 

Results of our Mail Shot 

Pam continues her mail shot in Australia and has written to 3 
Speerings in Western Australia and 6 in Queensland. These folk 
may be descended from convict John Speering.  

In due course it would be worthwhile testing a male subject from 
these families to confirm or refute a genetic connection.  

Pam’s list of Spearin’s (plus variants) from the Australian 
phonebook can be viewed at 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~spearin/distribution/Australia.html 
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Traditional Genealogy - Next Steps 

As always, DNA evidence will never replace paper-based research and collecting traditional 
documentary evidence is an ever ongoing activity. This month there have been new databases 
online which have yielded new evidence about Spearin’s pre-1800. These include: 

• http://www.ancestry.com/cs/reccol/default (these include quite a few Spearin’s, 
including those who were witnesses at baptisms and marriages) 

• http://www.kerrylaburials.ie/en/Index.aspx (no Spearin’s) 

Bob is collecting a lot of these isolated records from the 1700’s and putting them into a 
spreadsheet for ease of reference (this will be uploaded to the website as Table 4). These 
records may hold clues as to how the various Limerick branches are connected. 

More new data will be online on October 4th at www.irishgenealogy.ie – all Dublin church 
records will be searchable free online - check it out! 

Other projects that remain to be tackled include analysis of wills & grants and estate papers. 
These could be a valuable source of additional clues. 

The Traditional Families table is being updated and links added to online family trees, both on 
Rootsweb (accessible to all) and Ancestry.com (subscription needed). This is an ongoing 
exercise – we have 193 families to get through and more English families will be added 
following the work that Bob has done tracing English families back before 1700. 

And if you have your own tree online, please send us the link so that we can put it in the table 
on the website. 

 

 

Spreading the Word 

Please feel free to pass this on to anyone who is interested in researching the Spearin name, or 
ask them to send me their email address and I will add them to the list. 

If you have a genealogical question that you want to “put out there”, please post it to our 
genealogical mailing list at SPEARIN@ROOTSWEB.COM where our team of researchers will 
be waiting to help you out. And if you have a specific question about the DNA results, post it 
to SPEARIN-DNA@ROOTSWEB.COM. 

The website for the Spearin Surname Project is at 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~spearin/Index.html 

 

 If you want to be Y-DNA tested at a discounted rate through our project, click here. 

If you want to unsubscribe from this list at any time, just let me know. No questions asked! 
 

 

 

Maurice Gleeson 
Project Co-Administrator 

Oct 2nd 2011 
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