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The will of Robert Yeomans (goldsmith), stepson of Nicholas Speringe (c1543-1608; goldsmith), who 
married Ellen/Eleanor Yeomans (his third wife, and mother to Robert) in 1582 (when Robert was 6 years 
old). It was written in 1618 and proven on 27th Oct 1625. 

What does this tell us? 

1. He was a goldsmith (this suggests that his step-father, Nicholas Speringe, raised him in his own 
profession. The Goldsmith Library may be able to confirm this). 

2. He was a “citizen” meaning that he was a “Freeman of the City” 
3. His wife was Susan Snelling (this ties him to the Rochester Bridge records and also to the Will of 

Susan Yeomans from 1641) 
4. His mother-in-law was still alive in 1618 
5. He lived in the parish of St Dunstan in the East (this ties him to all the Yeomans baptism records 

from this parish) 
6. Alice Compton and her sister Elley were related to him (more distant than first cousins?) – this was 

probably not on the Speringe side but rather on his mother’s side, or perhaps his biological father’s 
side. 
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Transcription of Will 
 
In the name of God amen, the second daie of April Anno 1618 and in the sixteenth year of our King’s Morts 
Raigne, I Robert Yeomans citizen and gouldsmith of London being now at this present in perfect health 
and memorie thankes be given to God, knowing and well rememberinge that all men are mortall and born 
to die, do make and declare this my last will and testament as followeth: ffirst and before all earthly thinge 
I give and commend my soul to Almighty God and to his well-beloved son my only saviour and redeemer by 
whose death and passion I hope to be saved and by his merits to enjoy eternal happiness after this life in 
his eternal kingdom, And I will my body to be buried where it shall please Almighty God to appoint it, my 
bodie buried I desire all my debts may be paid as they shall growe due by my Executrix hereunder named 
as concerning the disposing of all and singuler such goods moneyes ward debts Leases and other things 
whatsoever wherewith it shall please God to bless me withal att the time of my departure out of this life 
after my debts and funeral discharged, I will shall be divided in three partes, the one third part I give unto 
my lovinge wife Susan Yeomans and one other third parte to be equally divided amonge my children 
livinge and to my child or children my wife now goeth withall equally to be devided amonge them to each a 
like some; for the other third part my legacies paid and debts and funerall discharged my will is shall be 
devided thone half I give to my wife Susan Yeomans, thother half I give unto my children which are above 
mentioned to be equally divided amonge them to each alike then living, the legacie I give is as followoeth: 
To my mother-in-law MEis (Mrs?) Snellinge ffourtie shillings, to Marie Barnes ffive Pounds, to William 
Macham ffourty shillings and to the poore of St Dunstan parish where I live in the East ffive pounds to be 
distributed where there is want. To Alice Compton ffive pounds and to her sister Elley ffive pounds both 
my kinswomen. And for my Executrix I doe ordaine my kinde and lovinge wife Suzan Yeomans and request 
my fnoo good frende ME William Dutte and ME Thomas Barnes to be overseers of this my last will and 
testament unto whom I give three pounds a peece to buy them each a Ringe to notace in remembrance of 
me and all former willes by me made I doe revoke and in wittnes whereof I have hereunto subscribed my 
name and sett my hand and seale as my deede the daie and yeare first above written. Sealed and 
descoeced in the pure of Mr Edward Charnorst, Sir meiqz, Tho Wannerton, sdwien Scifer 
 

Probatum fuit testamentum suprascriptum apud London coram maaistrow Willms Sams Pegmu Dortone 
Surrto venerabilis piri Domini … Anno septimo die mensis Octobris Anno Domini millieno sexcentissimo … 
Susan Yeomans relicte …  
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