JOHN B. VOIGHT FAMILY STORY

John B Voight

Birth Aug 1875 in Nansemond Co., VA
Death 21 Mar 1931 in Norfolk , VA

Spouse & Children

Ethel Lee Pierce
1885 — 1974

This chapter has been
revised and updated
February 2014.

2 unknown babies
-1910

Elva Eunice Voight
1904 - 1978

stillborn twins
1912 - 1912

Morris Lee Voight
1914 — 1974

Raleigh Lee Voight Sr
1918 — 1992

Ruth Evelyn Voight
1921 — 2011

Doris E. Voight
1922 - 1288




JOHN B. VOIGHT FAMILY STORY

The stories of the last two children of John T. and Nancy J. Voight are intertwined in the documents
from 1880 till 1910. These brothers, John B. Voight and Oscar Leroy Voight, grew up together
beginning in the 1870s. Until Oscar died in 1912, they always lived close to each other and it seems
that they also worked together according to the records. John B. (“Bunny”) Voight was the 12" of the 13
Voight siblings.
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Above left: Nansemond County, VA, June 1880 census. “John” is five years old and “Leroy,” the
youngest, is just two-years old.

Above right: The next record of them is the 1900 Nansemond County census, where they are grown
men. John B. Voight is 25 and single. He’s head of the household that includes his widowed mother

Nancy Jane Voight, his brother Oscar Leroy Voight, —

Oscar’s wife Alice Wilkins, and their first child WHISKY LICENSE DENIED.
Annie, who is one year old. John is a “farmer” and

Oscar is a “farm laborer.” They probably lived all Refusal of Application Brings Congratu-
together on the family farm in Whaleyville after lations to Judge at Suffolk.

John T. Voight died in 1899. Special to The Washington Post

Suffolk, Va April 7—The end of a bit-
ter liquor fight at Harrell, Va, came in |
Nansemond Cilrcuit Court this afternoon,

Right: It's not long before Oscar Leroy makes the when Judge Robert R Prentis denled the

T . application of O L. Voight for a licensas
news for his distillery operations. The courtroom to distill whiskey and bra,fdy Several

drama_s_urr_ounding the denial of his Ii_cense to distill clergymen, about thirty young women,
spirits in Suffolk made the Washington Post on and a large crowd of witneeses packed

. « » « the courtroom )
Ap'nl 8, 1’905. The “young women who" went to thg When Judge Prentis announced hus de-
judge’s bench and gra_sped his hand” sound as if cislon there was subdued applause Sev-
they're likely to be members of the gra.l hyouné; 'womend wﬁ‘m ’:o tt,he %};?gﬂ's
) ‘g . enc an graspe 5 an teer
Women’s Christian Temperance Union, licenses were granted in Suffolk, none be-

leading the battle for Prohibition. ing opposed
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Right: Newport News Daily Press,

December 5, 1908.

About 3 ¥ years later Oscar Leroy Voight was
arrested for failure to pay tax on some of his spirits
and he had to post a $5000 bond. Later that same
afternoon charges were dropped against his brother,
John B. Voight, and two employees at the Belport
distillery on Paradise Creek. We don’t know the final
disposition of the case.

Below: John B. Voight and Oscar Leroy Voight are
next-door neighbors in the Western Branch District of
Norfolk in the 1910 census. Undeterred by difficulties
with the revenuers, each brother indicates his
occupation is distiller of corn whiskey. Their mother
Nancy Jane Voight is not mentioned now and is
presumed deceased between 1900 and 1910.

B —— .
Voight to Grand Jury.
(Ny Associgted Press)
NORFOLK. VA. D¢ -0 L
| Voight, of the Relport distillery, an
' Paradise eroek. back of Portsmonth.
was this afterncon held by United
;Sla'o-s Commissioner Perey S |
| Stephenson  for  the ney! Federat
"grand jary upen the charze of having
Yin his retail depariment a packase
'nf intoxicants apon which the requ'r
'-"i governmen' jieense  had Lo heon
paid
| Bong was fixd ar §$5#0n  and this
 will be given by Mr Voigh' Later
thix aftrrnoon warran's against J 1|
Voight. S H. Ellig and Henry Miller,)
(8 negro employe of the distiillery af

l’h-- same conpect on were dismissed
—

John B. is 34 years old. He has married Ethel Lee Pierce, age 24. Ethel reports giving birth to three
children but only one is still living, their daughter Elva who is 5 years old.
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JOHN B. VOIGHT FAMILY STORY

Oscar Leroy Voight died from appendicitis in 1912 and his widow moved back to Nansemond County.
John’s story continues without his brother Oscar. In the 1920 census John B. and Ethel Voight are
living in Portsmouth City, which is a part of Norfolk, with 15 year old daughter Elva Eunice, and sons
Morris and Raleigh, ages 5 years and 1 year 9 months. (Ruth Evelyn and Doris E are not born yet.)
John says his occupation now is house painter. Prohibition began on January 17, 1920.
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In the 1924 City Directory for
Portsmouth,

John B. is listed by
s “J. Bunny Voight.”

ANTA A 44

Voight J. Bu
AY

Weat 4, Between Culle Ave. aod Kiliam Ave.
1292 (1924) MILL DIRECTORY COMPANY'S

‘THE PEOPLES
INSU'RANCIE AGENCY,
inc.

Borkley Ave. & 18 Arcade Bldg.
Poone Bactiey 70 Nortok 7S5

John B. was known to Oscar

Leroy

“Uncle Bunny.” Was “Bunny” a
nickname (with some sort of
interesting story behind it) or

was that really his middle

Voight’s children as

name?
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In the 1930 Census (above) we find 4 children at home: Morris (15), Raleigh (12), Ruth Evelyn (8) and
Doris (6). John B. is 57 and Ethel Voight is 44. (Elva Eunice has married and moved out.) They pay
$10/month rent and do not have a radio set. The family is living in the Tanners Creek Section of Norfolk
where John’s late brother Joseph once had a truck farm. Joseph Voight told his children that he was in
the pickle canning business and here John B. indicates his occupation is “salesman” in the “pickle”
industry. This is still the middle of Prohibition. With the family’s long history of making distilled spirits,
one might wonder whether “pickles” was family code for Hooch. See “About Pickles” in the Addenda at
the end of this chapter.

John B. Voight, of Virginia Beach Boulevard, died
suddenly in Berkley, Saturday morning March 21,
1931 at 10 o’clock. John B. Voight was a native of
Suffolk; son of John and Mrs. Nancy Rodgers Voight,
and husband of Mrs. Ethel E. Pierce Voight, aged 58
years. The Virginian-Pilot, Sunday, March 22, 1931.

This Virginian-Pilot obit was published on March
22, 1931. Ergo, the stone is wrong about the day
John died. It was March “21” not “31.” They
couldn’t publish his obit ten days before he died!
“31” was the year, however - was the stone
mason intoxicated or just not paying attention?
Additionally, both the 1880 and 1900 census
records are strong evidence that John B. was
actually born in 1875, not 1873. So he was more
like 55 years old, not 58. The family should get their money back for this stone.
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JOHN B. VOIGHT FAMILY STORY

The newspaper story recounts the events behind John B. Voight’s tragic and untimely death.

FALL 0? TEN F’E

John» B. Volght MWeaghmg

o Down Elevator 'Shaft

Jolm . Voight, aged 58, ot Broad
Creek road, was killed, apparently in-
¥ stantly, yesterda ‘morning about 10
o’clock w he fell 10 feet to the
hottom of an eleyatqr shaft i the
Allenham. g lding, 509
i tsll, ft - that he mis
l‘mk Wie i ' o elevaw shaft
‘4 door similarly situated that led. into
- & grocery store. :

3 %&r. Voight, who was in the pickle
usingss, drove his wagon to the rear
‘the apartmens Lyilding in which Is
_ loeated Driver's Grooesy wuore . He left |
# the wagon in charge o:t hh SOIL, |
Raleigh Voight, aged 13, and went into |

| the building. That was the last his
‘son saw ofn!m u‘pﬁl, alarmed at higg
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door and stepped in, : g his
plight too late to releasedigto:mm a.nd
catch himself with his lone hand.

Apparently, twsm; mw m
Mr, _v t, who, _weighed
sueerly 300 pounds;, !ell dimctiy on his
bead and succumbed instantly.

An inquest was ordered by Dr. €, D, }.
J. Macdonald, city coroner, to be. hpld
at 2 p. m.,, Tuesday, March 81 ~ 'The
body was taken to the funeral
of Graham & Sykes, Mr. Voig
sides his wne. ‘Mrs. Ethel

L RSN = 9

The death certificate confirms that
the cause of death was a fractured
skull resulting from a fall down an
elevator shaft. The mystery of his
middle name is not revealed.
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JOHN B. VOIGHT FAMILY STORY

This funeral report appeared in the papers the day after he was buried:

Virginian-Pilot and The Norfolk Landmark, (Norfolk, VA) Monday, March 23, 1931

John B. Voight_—- Funeral services for Mr. Voight, who died suddenly Saturday morning, were conducted
yesterday afternoon at 4 o’clock from the funeral home of Graham & Sykes, 124 East Berkley Avenue. The Rev.
O. D. Poythress officiated. During the services Mr. Poythress sang “Sometime We’ll Understand.”

Pallbearers were Fred C. Abbott, C. N. Bailey, J. E. Speight,; E. F. Ward, J. E. Stokes and T. A. Roberts. Burial
was in Riverside Cemetery.

VOIGHT
. £ Welton Inc r2726 Ballentine
In the 1934 Norfolk City Edﬁtdbkpr Smith. & '
Directory, right, Ethel Voight, the " Edwin Elﬁgt ﬁlassl{lcatg{)::l o:rf){celx% Fifth Naval
i is livi Dist 2 Hampton
widow of John B., is living at 831 ff , g 7" iq Jonn B) h831 Maltby av
Maltby; the minor children in the " Lillian C (wid Jos) h717 Maury av
home would not be listed by " Morris B r831 Maltby av
name, but Morris is listed " Paul E (Elsie J) mech VaE&PCo r2006 Mary-
’ land av (E Fairmont Pk)
because he would have been " R Steadman clk Fenner & Beane h623 Fairfax
18 already in 1933. av apt 3
" Wm ship clk r2726 Ballentine blvd

Lo s

Voight A W slsmn U S Peanut Co r2726 Ballen-
tine blvd

" A W slsmn r738 Duke

" Albert S city firemn r3029 Vimy Ridge av

" Annie L r623 Fairfax av apt 3 :

" Chas L (Mattie M) genl agt Philadelphia & Nfk
Steamship Co h266 S Blake rd .

" Edna sten S&WInc r342 Fairfax av

" Ethel (wid Bunny) h825 Maltby av

" Hugh lubricant mgr Meekins Mtr Co r266 S
Blake av

" Jos chauf Cudahy Pkg Co r3224 Dunkirk av

" Lillian C (wid Jos) h3224 Dunkirk av

i Lillian L slswn WGSCo r3224 Dunkirk av

" Morris L (Edith) chauf Southgate Trucking Co
h811 Marshall av

Ll Palul dE garage formn VaE&PCo r2006 Mary-
and av

" R Stedman (Mary P) h623 Fairfax av apt 3

" Raleigh L clk VaE&PCo r3825 Maltby av

" Sa{,it)x (wid wm H) r3000 Springfield av (Ford

" Wm J (Eugenia) asst bkpr Sou Salt Co h3212

~ Brest av =

In the 1939 Norfolk City Directory
Ethel is now living at 825 Maltby; her
son Raleigh works as a clerk for the
Virginia Electric & Power Co. He's
about 21 now.

Ethel is listed here as the widow of
“Bunny” Voight.

Morris Voight has married Edith
Pallette from Princess Anne County
and they are living at 811 Marshall
Av. Morris works as a “chauf” for the
Southgate Trucking Co.
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Above, the 1940 census record
shows that John B.’s widow Ethel
Voight (53) finished 5 years of
school. Raleigh (22) finished high
school; Ruth Evelyn (19) finished 3
years of high school; and Doris (16)
has finished 1 year of high school.
They share a 2-family house with
the oldest son Morris Voight and his
family at 731 Maltby in Norfolk.
Raleigh works as a bookkeeper now
for the VA E & P Co and Evelyn is a
clerk in a peanut shop.

Morris (25) finished 7 years of
school and his wife Edith (21) had 2
years of high school. They have a
one year old daughter Barbara.
Morris still works as a truck driver
for a storage company. It looks like
Ethel pays $20 towards the rent and
Morris pays $5/month for his share.

Above, the Voight home at 731 Maltby (from Google Maps)
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Elva Eunice Voight

Birth 5 Aug 1904 in Virginia
Death 23 Feb 1976 in Portsmouth, WA

Elva Eunice married Guthrie “Gus” Ward in Pasquotank
County North Carolina in 1923. They had three
daughters, Elva J. (Brown), Frances W. (Harper) and
Sandra W. (Backus); and one son, William L. Ward.

In the 1930 census, below, the young Ward family was
living at 708 Douglas Avenue in Portsmouth. Guthrie’s
name was written “Godfrey” in error; he worked as a
fireman for the railroad.

Spouse & Children v

Guthrie Lawrence Ward
1901 - 1988

| Elva J Ward
3| 1924 — 2011

W]

William L Ward
1927 -

r Frances H Ward
1 1928 -

Edward Theodore "Teddy" Ward
1930 — 1980

|| Sandra Ward
| 1940 -
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JOHN B. VOIGHT FAMILY STORY

Google maps places
708 Douglas
Avenue here, near
the intersection with
Hartford St. in
Portsmouth. Elva’s
cousin Romie White
moved very close
by, to 725 Douglas
between 1930 and
1940.

The 1940 census finds the Ward family still in Portsmouth, but they have moved just around the corner
to 740 Franklin Circle, an address that does not show up on Google Maps in 2012. The Wards paid
$25/month rent. Guthrie and Eunice each report finishing 7 years of school.

There are two new children, Edward T. and Sandra R. All the children, except baby Sandra, are still in
school.

In 1940 Guthrie elaborates on his work; he is a locomotive fireman. He was born in North Carolina.
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JOHN B. VOIGHT FAMILY STORY

Photo courtesy of Sharon Hobbs Thompson

Right: Eunice’s February 1976, obituary.

Below, a transcript of Guthrie’s 1988 obit:
The Virginian-Pilot, Friday, January 22, 1988

Chesapeake — Guthrie Lawrence “Gus” Ward, 86,

of the 700 block of Draughon Road, a retired engineer,
died Jan. 21, 1988, in a hospital. Mr. Ward, a native of
Chowan County, N.C., had retired from Norfolk &
Portsmouth Belt Line Railroad. He was the widower of
Eunice Voight Ward and a member of Port Norfolk

Baptist Church. He was general chairman of Brotherhood

Clockwise from the far left:

Elva Eunice Voight Ward.

Eunice’s daughter Frances Ward Harper,
Grandma Ethel Lee Pierce Voight

and Eunice’s youngest daughter Sandra Ward
(the future Sandra Backus Sandra was deaf)

of Locomotive Engineers, a member of Western Branch Masonic Lodge 189, Portsmouth Scottish Rite Bodies
and Khedive Temple of the Shrine. Survivors include three daughters, Frances W. Harper of Houston, Texas,
Sandra W. Backus and Elva J. Brown, both of Portsmouth; a son, William L. Ward, a sister, Rosetta W. Foy; a
brother, M. E. Ward, all of Portsmouth; 13 grandchildren; and 14 great-grandchildren. The graveside service will
be conducted at 11 am Saturday in Olive Branch Cemetery by the Rev. Kenneth E. King.
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JOHN B. VOIGHT FAMILY STORY

Morris Lee Voight Spouse & Chilren

Morris Lee and Edith Pallette Voight had three children:

Birth 30 July 1914 in Virginia
Death 14 Jan 1974 in Virginia Beach, VA

Barbara, Jean and Michael L. Voight.

v (kdith) USN W46 P TR
l\'o_lght Annle L r623 Fairfax av pe g "
- » Chas L jr (Gladys H) time chkr Weld-

Ing Shipyds ri515 Maury ¢
Hcl:-léﬂ mech F A Roelhkg rlrsel% Maury
Mattie I3 Mrs h1515 Maury cre
Morris L. whs ¥
prSGIO%Iinde c(I,r mgr Southgate Storage
aul Iu formn VT Co r Maryland av
Paula clk M r
R"ls"tdd"-\' Met Life Ins r2006 Mary-

edman (Mary P) clk om-

nﬁ'ngfﬁ 111462.;{ D{I)-,‘alr}gagc av B:;;ltk :? 3 C°"“
: 3 rothy) slsmn

Cola Btlg Wks ri4736 Meadofjnl{'d Fogs

Thelma clk :
e Met Life Ins r2006 Mary-

Wm J (Eu i
LaSaila s !T‘A) bkpr Sou Salt h1738

R LN PPN S 2 2

The Virginian-Pilot

Wednesday, January 16, 1974
Morris Lee Voight Virginia Beach —
Morris Lee Voight, 59, of 5400 Hatteras Road, the husband of Mrs. Edith Pallette VVoight, died Monday in a
hospital. A native of Portsmouth, he lived here all of his life. He was superintendent of the D. D. Jones

Warehouse and a member of Portsmouth Christian Church
Besides his widow, survivors include two |
daughters, Mrs. Barbara A. LaCasse of
Kansas City, Mo., and Mrs. Jean C. White of
Virginia Beach; and a son, Michael L.
Voight of Virginia Beach.

A funeral service will be held Thursday at 3
p.m. in Smith and Williams Funeral Home
by Dr. Lawton W. Posey. Burial will be in
Forest Lawn Cemetery.

Edith was buried beside Morris in the

Edith Voight
July 7, 1918 - December 11, 2011

Forest Lawn Cemetery in Norfolk.

r 7" Barbara A. Voight (-) (&3

|

"*" Jean C. Voight (-) (X2

Michael L. Voight {-) (2

In the 1949 Norfolk City Directory, right, Morris is living
at 5609 Hyde Circle & working as a warehouse
manager for Southgate Storage. His mother Ethel is
not listed in the Norfolk city Directory so she might be
living with another of her children in different city in the
Tidewater area. (Notice that brother Raleigh is listed
here as a salesman for Coca Cola Bottling Works; he &
Dorothy live at 4736 Meadow Rd. in Norfolk.)
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JOHN B. VOIGHT FAMILY STORY

. : Spouse & Children
Raleigh Lee Voight Sr. T g
Birth & Mar 1912 in Virginia fremerre s
Death 4 Aug 1992 in Norfolk, Virginia | 4 el b
Raleigh Lee Voight, Sr. and his wife Dorothy Wilkins had six | [ 7] Dorothy L Voight (-)
children: Diane, Dorothy, John A, Raleigh Lee Jr., Robert and | ==
Michael Ray. John A Voight (-}
Raleigh Lee Sr. enlisted in the Army as a private in November ‘
1942, at age 24. His enlistment record shows he was 5’ 9" and Raleigh Lee Voight Jr (-}
weighed 146 pounds. It also states that he finished 4 years of ‘
high school. He served until Sept 1945, earning a Purple Heart Robert A Voight {-)
and the rank of staff sergeant. ‘
\'6!:!!1 Ann .:"L‘l’ﬁ'n ﬁ‘"\fv_{?\-:i' :Er’l;g Afaiifey. Cres Michael Ray Voight {1954-2012)
“ Chas L jr shop WKE SO " Snyder's 308 W .
» Lilllan C (wid Jos) sis : In the 1946 Norfolk city Directory, left,
: 30th Ry EXp : Raleigh is home from the war. He and
" 'ﬁ,‘;&",’f’wm Albert W) r705. Falrfax M"W} 3 Dorothy live in the old neighborhood at 717

» Marlon J r308 W 30th <12 \faury cres Maltby and he works as a “clerk.” Again, his
p g“ﬂé‘t‘gd,-},‘u}“:g,ﬁ';“‘}-)" )cl'i:l.:\’l:tl. l:atrl{t of Com- | widowed mother Ethel was not listed in the

merce h623 Fairfax av apt 3 ' Norfolk City Directory in 1946.
Bl & Doraths) ok 2% e tng

Virginian-Pilot, The (Norfolk, VA)
August 6, 1992
Raleigh L. Voight
“Raleigh Lee Voight Sr., 74, of the 2900 block of Kilbride Drive, a retired
warehouseman, died Aug. 4, 1992, in a Norfolk hospital.
Mr. Voight was born in Whaleyville, Va. He was an Army veteran of
World War I1. Survivors include two daughters, Dorothy Colley of
Hampton and Diane Pierce of Aydlett, N.C.; four sons, Raleigh VVoight Jr.
of Fayetteville, N.C., John A. Voight of Alexandria, Robert A. Voight of
Lake Charles, La., and Michael R. Voight of Chesapeake; a sister, Evelyn
Hollowell of Portsmouth; and nine grandchildren.
The graveside service will be at 11 a.m. Friday in Hampton National
Cemetery. Friends may join the family from 7 to 8 p.m. today in Francis A.
Gay Funeral Home, South Norfolk Chapel.”
Dorothy was not mentioned among Raleigh’s survivors. Were they o
divorced? At some point Dorothy married again. In 2007 her obituary she was living at the same
address as Raleigh in his 1992 obit:
“Dorothy M. Wrightson, 81, of the 2900 block of Kilbride Drive passed away Aug. 28, 2007, in Chesapeake.
Born in Norfolk County, she was the daughter of the late John R. and India B. Wilkins. She was predeceased by
her husband, Francis J. Wrightson. Dorothy will be remembered as a loving, devoted wife and mother who found
greatest joy in providing and caring for others. She will be missed by those who knew and loved her. She is
survived by six children, Raleigh Voight, John Voight, Diane Pierce, Robert VVoight, Michael VVoight and Dorothy
Colley; as well as many beloved grandchildren and great-grandchildren. A graveside service will be conducted at
10 a.m. Saturday in Forest Lawn Cemetery, Norfolk. The Rev. Tom Mercer will officiate. The viewing will begin
Friday with the family receiving friends from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Great Bridge Chapel of Oman Funeral Home &
Crematory, 653 Cedar Road, Chesapeake.” The Virginian-Pilot, published Thursday, August 30, 2007.
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JOHN B. VOIGHT FAMILY STORY

Raleigh’s youngest child, Michael R. Voight, earned a measure of fame as a star athlete, only to die too
young at age 58. Like his second cousin, Oscar Leroy’s grandson John W. Voight Jr., Michael was a
track and football star in college who became a highly respected high school football coach. Michael’s
obituary below was published in the Virginian-Pilot on May 25, 2012.

Michael R. Voight

Chesapeake -Michael Ray Voight, nearly a life-long resident of Chesapeake, died on Tuesday, May 22,
2012. He was born in Norfolk on February 28, 1954, the son of Raleigh L. Voight, Sr. and Dorothy M.
Voight (Wrightson). Known mostly for his athletic skills in his younger years, he did have an impact on
the many lives through his work in coaching both football as well as track and field, as a teacher, friend,
brother and uncle.

Mike was a 1973 graduate of Indian River high school. He went on to the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill to graduate with a Bachelor of Arts degree in physical education in 1977. During his high
school years at Indian River, Mike was well known for his sports abilities on the football field and
running hurdles for the track and field team. He set many records, including the Virginia high school
League Record for hurdles in 1973.

As a Tar Heel, Mike, No. 44, made his name as “one of the greatest football running tailbacks in North
Carolina and ACC history.” Mike was one of the few Tar Heel football players to have competed in two
sports while at Carolina. He noted himself as a track person who played football. After his freshman
year as a Tar Heel, he determined his focus should be on football, but only after being named the 1974
ACC Indoor hurdle Champion. Mike was awarded in holding numerous other records in football at
UNC, including 254 career points off 42 touchdowns, ranking him third in that category. He was named
ACC player of the Year in both 1975 and 1976, all while at Chapel Hill. Additionally, he played in
many Bowl games during his college career, most notably in the 1976 peach Bowl. Mike still ranks 6th
in the ACC for rushing yards.

Playing well-known songs from the 70s by the Steve Miller Band over and over in his dorm, his
suitemates at Carolina dubbed him the name “space Cowboy.” The name stuck. Tar Heel teammates
said he was the “spark plug that made everything work™ on the field. Mike was also known for ‘tipping
his wings’ toward the opposing team’s cheering section after making it to the end zone in a play. One of
the most famous photos of Mike displays his famous stance in his No. 44 Carolina jersey in a game
against Wake Forest in 1975.

The space Cowboy had a bright future as he was drafted by the NFL Cincinnati Bengals. “Although he
never played a regular season game, he was picked up by the Houston Oilers. Mike became a regular on
special teams as a rookie.” His NFL career ended before he ever got a chance to show off his talent. On
the way back home in 1977, Mike was in accident that took away his playing career.

In the late 80s, Mike became more involved with local coaching, and then took a position with
Chesapeake City public schools in 1994. He was a faculty member at Oscar Smith High School and
helped coach a few track stars with high national rankings in his career.

Even after the end of his football career at Carolina, he was presented many accolades. His number, 44,
was one of those honored by being placed on the facade of the Kennan Memorial Football Stadium on
the Carolina campus in 1994. In 2011, he was bestowed a Legends of Honor award by the Chesapeake
Sports Club for his sports contributions at Indian River and for his accomplishments while at UNC.
Mike was predeceased by both his parents, Raleigh L. Voight, sr. in 1996 and Dorothy M. Wrightson in
2007. he is survived by three brothers, Raleigh L. Voight, Jr. and wife Eleanor of Forked River, N.J.,
John A. Voight of Winter park, Fla., Robert A. Voight and wife Cindy of Lake Charles, La.; two sisters,
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JOHN B. VOIGHT FAMILY STORY

Diane M. Pierce, of Grandy, N.C., and Dorothy L. Colley and husband Phillip, of Hampton, Va. Mike
was an uncle to four nephews, five nieces, and great-uncle to two grand-nieces and one grand-nephew.
A dog-lover, Mike found unbridled love from his pug, Maggie. Mike will be missed deeply by the many
family members, friends, colleagues, teammates and student lives that he touched. His spirit will live on
in the celebration of his life.

A memorial service to celebrate Mike’s life will be held at 6 p.m., Saturday, May 26 at the Great Bridge
Chapel of Oman Funeral home & Crematory, 653 Cedar Road, Chesapeake, Va. The family will receive
friends prior to the service from 4 to 6pm at the funeral home. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that
donations be made to the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, P.O. Box 309, Chapel hill, NC,
275140309 or at www.giving.unc.edu/gift.

Friends are invited to send condolences and to sign the online guest book atwww.omanfh.com.

Ruth Evelyn Voight

Vernon Linwood Kuhl
1921 — 1978

Birth 9 Dec 1920 in Virginia

Death & May 2011 in Chesapeake,VA Ryrth Andrey Ko

Ruth Evelyn Voight was married and widowed three Yf:ff’;;j:‘wo‘)d Kuh Jr
times. Both of her first two husbands were WW i s

Army veterans, both corporals, both of whom also worked in Spouse & Children
The Norfolk Naval Shipyards. Ruth Evelyn’s children were
Ruth Audrey Kuhl Hansen and Vernon Linwood Kuhl Jr., James W Hollowell
whose nickname was “Dynamite.” L

Spouse & Children

Joseph West
KuhlBeElI]eme - rmaielamckiekis h folk left, th
erbert E corres clk In the1941 Norfolk City Directory, left, the
" Ms;ﬁnk‘{in av apt 8 clk Seaboard Ry r3s newlyweds Vernon and Evelyn Voight Kuhl
(wid Herman) slswn A&BIne h238 live at 723 Maltby, just a few doors away

Franklin ay apt
" Sarah A Indry wl?r NS from 731 Maltby, where the Ethel Voight
Olney rd fk Family Lndry r1115 E and her younger children were living and

"
vernon H (Ruby M) h229 W 20th where Raleigh settled after WWII. Like so

" Vernon :
Kuhling Jgim‘EZ."" ) hlpr NNYd r723 Malthy ay many Voights, Ruth Evelyn didn’t move far
Ir_(Martha) USN h1031 Viroua from home when she married

Ay Lo
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By 1949, Vernon is no longer in Norfolk.
He is listed now in the Portsmouth
Directory, right, residing at 756 DeKalb.
He is employed at the Norfolk Naval Shipyard. There’s no mention of the wife (Evelyn) in this
Portsmouth Directory. The Portsmouth directories sometimes failed to list the wife’s name.

r W s

TP TWIOY B T105  DBarcla
Kuhl Vernon L emp NNSYd ri66 l{’el{nlb

After Vernon Kuhl
died in 1978 at the
age of 57, Evelyn
remarried. She and
James W Hollowell
lived together in her
home at 4204
Coffman Blvd in
Chesapeake until
James died in 1990.
Then Evelyn was
married once more,
to Joseph West.

Ruth Evelyn Voight Kuhl-Hollowell-West buried her first two husbands at Greenlawn Memorial Park in
Chesapeake. (We don’'t know whereJoseph West was buried.) When Evelyn died May 8, 2011, she
was also buried in Greenlawn.

e

VERNGON L KUHL Sr |
CPL US ARMY
WORLD WAR 1

JAMES W: HOLLOWELL
CPL  US ARMY

WORLD WAR |1

VAN 2% 1921 + DEC 16 1978 OCT 21119211 4 OCT 1411990

Published in The Virginian-Pilot on May 10, 2011

Evelyn West CHESAPEAKE - Ruth Evelyn West, 90, passed away Sunday, May 8, 2011. She was a cashier at
Kirshmyers and Overton's Market. She was predeceased by her husband, Joseph West; her first husband and
father of her children, Vernon L. Kuhl Sr. and her daughter, Ruth Audrey Hansen. She is survived by her son,
Vernon Kuhl Jr. of Florida; special friends and care takers, Randy and Cindy Hingerty and Martin Beasley. A
very special thanks to the staff of Lillian's Loving Care for the care and love they showed Evelyn. A graveside
service will be held at 3 p.m. today, May 10, at Greenlawn Memorial Gardens by the Rev. Gene Primm.
Sturtevant Funeral Home, Portsmouth Blvd. Chapel, is handling arrangements.

The Social Security Death Index tells us that Evelyn’s son Vernon Kuhl Jr. died a few months later,
September 30, 2011, in St. Petersburg, FL.
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Doris E. Voight

Birth 23 Dec 1922 in Virginia
Death 15 Sep1986 in Portsmaouth, WA

In the 1942 Norfolk City Directory, below, Doris has married
Allen J. Witcher Jr. They are about 19 years old. Doris is still
living at home with the Voight family at 731 Maltby. Her in-
laws live at 1251 W 44™ St., but her husband, the elusive

is not listed at either address. He does
not enlist in the army until March of 1943 when his status is

Allen J Witcher Jr.,

Spouse & Children
Allen J Witcher Jr
1923 —
Allen W. Witcher
1943 —

Spouse & Children
Lester Brown Hobbs
1922 — 1928
Sharon R. Hobbs

\| -

“‘married.” So where was he when they canvassed for this city dlrectory'? Doris is a saleswoman at

Woolworth’s. Doris and Allen Witcher

Witchier Allen J (Lena) sta firemn Standard OIil

" Doris V slswn Woolworth’s ri31 Malthy av

" Vincent H (Annie B) formn NOB h906-12 Bran-

T
Co of NJ h1251 W 14th
Jane E health baths 119 W 11th h do

don av apt 2

were divorced in the 1940’s. Family lore
has it that she then married a man named
Smith; they moved to Utah where Smith
was killed in a construction accident. Doris
returned to Virginia and married Lester B.
Hobbs in November 1949.

"

HOBBS

Ira El (Gwendolyn) sht mtl wkr NNSYd h826
dth

Johnnie (¢
apt 426d

L D (¢ Mattie) lab Dixie Veneer hGG Carver
Homes apt 229d

Leonard A (Clair B) live stock 5538 Broad h do

Leonard A jr studt r358 Broad

Lester B emp NNSYd r164 Barcelay av

Loiz J ¢lIk Gleason's lmu: Store r734 Mt Ver-
non av

Evelyn) USN hl01l Carver Homes

Left, in 1951 Lester B (“Buster”) Hobbs is listed
in the Portsmouth City Directory, left, without
mention of Doris. (Once again the Portsmouth
Directory omitted a wife’s name for no obvious
reason.) Lester is working at the Norfolk Naval
Shipyards and he’s living at 164 Barclay Av.
Lester was also on active duty with the US
Navy 1945 — 1949.

Like her sister Evelyn, there is considerably

more information available in public records about the husband than there is about the wife until her

obituary was published in 1986.

The Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk, VA)
Wednesday, September 17, 1986

Doris V. Hobbs

Portsmouth — Doris E. Voight Hobbs, 61, of the
300 block of Kay Road died Sept. 15, 1986, in a
hospital. Mrs. Hobbs, a Portsmouth native, was a
member of St. Andrew United Methodist
Church.

Survivors include her husband, Lester “Buster”
Hobbs; a daughter, Sharon H. Thompson of
Portsmouth; a son, Allen W. Witcher of

Jacksonville, Fla.; a brother, Raleigh Voight of Norfolk; and two grandchlldren

A graveside service will be conducted at 11 a.m. Thursday in Greenlawn Memorial Gardens by the Rev. David J.
Palmer. The family will be at Sturtevant Funeral Home from 7 to 8 p.m. today.

Lester Hobbs was buried beside Doris when he died in 1998.

17



JOHN B. VOIGHT FAMILY STORY

Ethel Lee Pierce Voight

1885 - 1974

“I remember my grandma was petite, kind, and
very particular. She always looked like she was
going out - every hair in place and always had
lipstick on. She was very loving and we had a
good relationship.”

Sharon Thompson, a granddaughter by Doris
Hobbs January 27, 2013

When John B. Voight’'s widow Ethel died in
1974, she was not buried beside John, not even
in the same cemetery. Her children decided to
bury her at Greenlawn in Chesapeake where
daughters Evelyn and Doris and their husbands
had plots.

The Virginian-Pilot

Monday, December 9, 1974
Mrs. Ethel L. Voight
Chesapeake — Mrs. Ethel Lee Voight, 88, of 4204
Coffman Blvd., died Sunday in Virginia Beach.
A native of Whaleyville, she was a housewife and a member of Hope Chapel Interdenominational Church,
Norfolk.

Survivors include three daughters, Mrs. Ruth Evelyn Kuhl of Chesapeake, Mrs. Eunice Ward and Mrs. Doris E.
Hobbs, both of Portsmouth; a son, Raleigh Lee Voight of Norfolk; 14 grandchildren; and 19 great-grandchildren.
A funeral service will be held Tuesday at 12:30 p.m. in Snellings Funeral Home, by the Rev. Emory E. Byrum.
Burial will be in Greenlawn
Memorial Gardens, Chesapeake, The
family will be at 4204 Coffman
Blvd. Chesapeake.

(NOTE: Coffman Blvd was
Evelyn’s address. Sharon Hobbs
Thompson shared that “Grandma : : 2
Ethel was living with Doris, 2 CMOTHER
Raleigh, Morris and Evelyn for a I : :
month at a time. She was living

with Evelyn at the time of her (S&6T =

|

death. If Ethel died in Virginia
Beach as the obit reports,
perhaps she was visiting
someone there at the time of her
death.”)
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ADDENDUM

ABOUT PICKLES

The Voight Brothers had a reputation as
“movers and shakers” in Norfolk before
Prohibition.

In a conversation with William Henry Voight's
grandson Melvin Liles in March 2013, he
shared a story that for many years the Voight
brothers permanently kept a suite on the top
floor of the Monticello Hotel in downtown
Norfolk for parties and business entertaining.

This photo of the hotel copied from the Sargeant
Memorial Collection at the Norfolk Public Library.

The Monticello Hotel.

The Monticello opened in 1898, and burned on New Year's Day 1918. It was rebuilt, with two additional stories, a year later. The building was
demolished in 1976 to make way for the new Federal Building.

Mel added that the Voights sold whiskey wholesale in 55 gallon barrels for which they had a wagon
specially made to haul the whiskey to town. (Mel's grandfather Charles Liles drove the wagon for the
Voights and that's how he met Mel's grandmother Emma Voight.) Jesse T. Voight, John B. Voight and
Oscar Leroy Voight, were known distillers from the turn of the Century until (and, no doubt, well into)
Prohibition. Grandchildren of the brothers William Henry Voight, John B. Voight and Joseph Voight
remember hearing about the Voight pickle business. I've searched without success to find any record of
it. | found Nineteenth Century newspaper ads for Voight brand flour, but nothing about pickles. Seems
like “pickles” was what they told the children and the revenuers about the family business. Most of the
evidence suggests that the family business was corn whiskey. | suppose their products could have
produced some pretty pickled people.

Mel Liles also reported that 3 of the Voight brothers together weighted 1,000 pounds. That would be

John B. and Oscar Leroy, but who was the third? Maybe the third 300 pound sibling was the sister
Emily. Photos of these three are available in their individual chapters of our Voight Roots.
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Above, in November 2012:

On the right, Sharon Hobbs Thompson, granddaughter of Ethel and John B. Voight, daughter of Doris
Voight Hobbs. With Sharon, left to right, Kay Hollowell Barker (great-granddaughter of Emily Julia
Voight Mathias) and Jackie Ballance (granddaughter of Joseph Voight).
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