JOHN T. VOIGHT AND NANCY JANE ROGERS FAMILY STORY

John T. Voight
Birth 1832 in Nansemond County, Virginia, US4
Desth 1899 in Nansemond County, Virdinia, USA, Willizm Henry Vioight (1856-1927) ﬁ]

Children

Mills R Voight (1857-1858) &3]
Nancy Jane Rogers Mills R Voight ( )

Birth 1839 in Nansemond County, Virdginia, US2, Laura G Voight (1858-1859) @3
Death before 1910

Leroah Frances Voight (1859-) &3
John T. Voight and Nancy Jane Rogers are at the heart of this
- . o . James M Voight (1861-1880) X3
family history. Other chapters explore their families of origin

and sketch the stories of eight of their children. This chapter | Emily Juliz Voight (1864-1935) 25
is their own story. (This document has been revised and

updated February 2014)

Joseph Yoight Sr (1865-1929) X3

Jesse Voight (1868-) @3
John and Nancy were married in Nansemond County,
Virginia C Voight (1869-1880) X2

Virginia on March 15, 1855. Nancy was about 16, John was
about 23. Like most people in the world at that time, their Ella M Voight (1870-1939) X2
business was agriculture, and they called their home Cherry
Grove Farm. They had at least these thirteen children that Sarah Elizabeth Voight (1872-1852)
we know of. There may have been others who died in early

John B Voight (1875-1931) Z2)
childhood, between the census records, that weren’t

documented in sources available online. Dscar Leroy Voight (1878-1912) (X3

It is documented, however, that they lost two children prior to their first census record as a couple.

An infant son Mills (a first name shared with Nancy’s brother, grandfather and great-grandfather) died in
April 1858, at the age of four months.

Baby girl Leora was born in 1858 and died in February 9, 1859, age one year.

Virgfnia, Deaths and Burials Index, 1853-1917 =ttt Leora Volght

virginia, Deaths and Burials Index, 1853-1917 about Mills Voight

mMame:  Mills Yoight Mame: Leora Yoight
Birth Date:  abt 1857 Birth Date:  abt 1858
Birth Place: Mansernond County, Virginia Birth Place: Nansemond County, Virginia
Death Date:  Apr 1858 Death Date: 9 Feb 1859
Death Place:  Nansemond, County, Virginia Death Place:  Nansemond, County, Virginia
Death 8ge: 4 Months Death Age: 1
Race: White Race: White
Gender: Male Gender: Female
Father Name! Jno. Voight Father Name: J... T. Voight
Mother Name: Nancy Voight Mother Name: Nancy Voight
FHL Film Number: 2048578 FHL Film Number: 2048578




JOHN T. VOIGHT AND NANCY JANE ROGERS FAMILY STORY

It was a challenge to find John and Nancy in the 1860 census. But this entry from the Nansemond
County Upper Parish fits their family. John is a 27 year old farmer. “Ann E.” was probably how the

census taker heard “Nannie.” We know from other sources that Nancy was called “Nannie,”

most likely a very simple misunderstanding.
John and Nancy have two living children in August of 1860.

so it was
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A casual browse through the 1860 Upper Parish census shows a lot of family lived nearby. John and
Nancy were family #445. John’s mother and brother James were #533. Nancy’s father was #516, her
brother Richard was #514, and her brother Mills was the closest at #449. The Upper Parish was on the
north end of Nansemond County. Apparently John and Nancy lived here in the Upper Parish before they
moved to the Cherry Grove Farm in Cyprus Chapel Township, which is in the south end of the county.



JOHN T. VOIGHT AND NANCY JANE ROGERS FAMILY STORY

The Civil War began with the Rebels firing on Ft. Sumter
in Charleston Harbor in April, 1861.

The record on the left shows that in February 1862 John
T. Voight was enrolled in the 59" Regiment of the
Virginia Militia (AKA Hunter’s Militia) to serve for a
period of six months.
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The next record, right, states that John was “Assigned
by draft from 59 Regt Va Militia to Co |, 14™ Reg Va
(Infantry) at Suffolk Va by order of Brig Gen
Armistead dated 6 May 1862 Never reported for duty
and was not taken up upon Co roll.” How did he get -
away with that? We do know from the regimental . o “:
history that the 14" vA Infantry fought at Suffolk,

Virginia, on April 24, May 2 and June 16 in 1863.




JOHN T. VOIGHT AND NANCY JANE ROGERS FAMILY STORY

The Voight family has grown by five more children in the 1870 census for Nansemond County. Finally
they live in Cypress Chapel Township. Post-Civil-War this real estate is worth $925 and their personal
property is valued at only $580. John’s place of birth is clearly written “North Carolina.”. Take a look.
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In 1870 the oldest son William H.,
14, is working on the farm.
“Leora F.” at age 11 was called by
her middle name “Frances” in the
1860 census.
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The new children are:
James M. age 9 (born 1861/1862)
Emily J. age 7 (born 1862/1863)
Josephus age 5 (born 1964/1865)
Jesse age 3 (born 1866/1867) and
Virginia C. age 1 (born 1868/1869).

There is also a hired man in the
household, 18 year old Robert
Johnson.



JOHN T. VOIGHT AND NANCY JANE ROGERS FAMILY STORY

Nancy Voight is mentioned in the Suffolk birth records, in the May 1871 report of the birth of baby boy
John Baines to Amos and Mary Baines. The record reads

“Birth reported by Nancy Voight, friend”

So Nancy Jane Voight was a bonafide, documented friend to Mary Baines in the midst of war and

reconstruction and raising her own large family. Country women always needed each other for

friendship and assistance. (Amos Baines, incidentally, was a brother-in-law of John T. Voight’s sister

Nancy Ann Voight Baines. Everybody se

ems related somehow.)

The 1880 Cypress Magisterial District census is the last known public record for John T. Voight. His
headstone in a family cemetery gives his dates as “b. 2 Apr 1832, d. 12 Mar 1899.”
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The daughter Virginia is not
listed here. She would have
been 11 and is presumed
deceased between 1870 and
1880.

James is not listed either. He
would have been 19. His
grave is in the same
cemetery where his father
would eventually be buried.
The stone for James M
Voight reads “b. 1 Apr 1861,
d. 10 Apr 1880,” so he died
just two months prior to this
June census; he was only 19
years old.

24 year old William Henry has
left the family nest and is
counted elsewhere.

Leroah is 20 and
Julia is 16; they help Nancy
with the work of keeping
house. Joseph is 14 and Jesse
is 12; they are farm hands.
The four youngest children are
Ella age 9, born 1870/71,
Elizabeth age 7, born 1872/73,
John age 5, born 1874/75,
and Leroy age 2, born 1877/78.



JOHN T. VOIGHT AND NANCY JANE ROGERS FAMILY STORY

The census records for 1890 were destroyed by a fire in 1921 so the next available Cypress Magisterial
District census is 1900. It is the last record we have for Nancy Jane Voight. (She should be about 61
years old, not 55.) She is a widow living with her sons John B. and Oscar Leroy and Oscar’s young family.
John B. Voight is listed as the head of the household. Nancy presumably died between 1900 & 1910.

1900

e
TWELFTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES.

s ! SCHEDULE No. | —POPULATION.  {*

Nancy doesn’t answer the questions about how many children she gave birth to and how many are still
living (the record says “1” and”1”), but we have found thirteen Voight children documented in the
available records.

e Fourdied young, between the ages of 4 months and 19 years: Mills, Laura, Virginia and James.
None of these children ever married or had children.

e Eight of the Voight offspring can be traced into the Twentieth Century: William Henry, Leona
Frances, Emily Julia, Joseph, Ella M., Sarah Elizabeth, John B. and Oscar Leroy. They all married
and had children, giving John and Nancy Voight 54 known grandchildren. Each of these eight
Voight siblings has an individual chapter about their lives and their families in the Voight Family
Roots saga.

e What happened to Jesse T. Voight? We don’t know where his story led, but there are hints of
him in turn-of-the-century Norfolk city directories.



JOHN T. VOIGHT AND NANCY JANE ROGERS FAMILY STORY

In the 1901 Norfolk city directory there is a Jesse T. Voight living at 601 West Brambleton. He is a grocer
and he has an ad for his business in the commercial listings of the directory under “Grocers.”. Notice
that the only other Voight listed in Norfolk in 1901 is Robert P. Voight, the son of John T. Voight's
brother Andrew. Perhaps Robert helped his country cousins get a start in the grocery business.
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daughter of Robert P. Voight who became old enough to have her own listing.)
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In the 1903 Norfolk city directory Jesse T. Voight has moved down the block to 626 West Brambleton.
He is still at his still.
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It is possible we have had a glimpse of Jesse Voight, the missing son of John and Nancy. After 1903 his
trail goes cold. Maybe he died. Maybe he moved to California. Your guess is as good as mine. It's a loose
end for further research.

It is interesting to note that back in the 1895 Norfolk directory the brother Joseph Voight also lived on
the 600 block of West Brambleton. Coincidence? If they were neighbors, it’s not documented that they
both lived there at the same time, but the records are sparse and we know that the family was close.
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JOHN T. VOIGHT AND NANCY JANE ROGERS FAMILY STORY

John T. Voight's headstone, left, is in the family plot on John and
Nancy’s former Cherry Grove Farm in Whaleyville, VA. While we don’t
know for certain where Nancy was buried, she may be in one of the
unmarked graves there. More information and photos are located in
the Cherry Grove Farm folder on the Voight Family Roots CD, within
the folder for John T. Voight and Nancy J. Rogers Family.

Below: descendents of John T. Voight and Nancy Jane Rogers visit the
cemetery in Whaleyville VA and pay their respects in November, 2012.

These graves are in this cemetery:
Oscar L. Voight (1876-1912)
Alice U. Voight (1875-1942)
W. K. Voight (1907-1909)
James M. Voight (1861-1880)
John T. Voight (1832-1899)
And two more graves with
missing headstones.

Aerial view of the Voight family
cemetery, in Suffolk County, Virginia, off Greenway Road (AKA County Road 673) near Cherry
Grove Road and the North Carolina state line.
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JOHN T. VOIGHT AND NANCY JANE ROGERS FAMILY STORY

In the Twentieth Century all the Voight sons left the country for life in the cities of Norfolk and
Portsmouth, a world away from the Cherry Grove Farm, Gates County and the Great Dismal Swamp.
They were part of the farm-to-city migration of the Industrial Revolution. Large country families were
running out of land. Cherry Grove Farm supported John and Nancy and their children. But they had 54
grandchildren (at last count) and that many people would make a small village. It was also time to
widen the gene pool, since by 1900 most of the neighbors in Nansemond County and Gates County were
some kind of cousins. Even if some of the Voight boys married women from close to home, the next
generation would choose their mates from a larger gene pool.

Jesse T. Voight, John B. Voight and Oscar Leroy Voight were known distillers from the turn of the
Century until (and into) Prohibition. Joseph Voight kept a low profile regarding his occupation, telling his
children that he “made pickles.” Grandchildren of William Henry Voight and John B. Voight and
grandchildren of Joseph Voight’s sister-in-law Ollie Morris also heard about the Voight pickle business,
but I've searched without success to find any

record of it. | found ads for Voight brand flour,
but no pickles.

The Voight brothers had a reputation as “movers
and shakers” in Norfolk before Prohibition.

In a 2013 conversation with William Henry

Voight’s grandson Melvin Liles, he shared a story
that for many years the Voight brothers
permanently kept a suite on the top floor of the
Monticello Hotel in downtown Norfolk for parties
and business entertaining.

(This photo of the hotel is from the Sargeant Memorial
Collection at the Norfolk Public Library.)

The Monticello Hotel.

The Monticello opened in 1898, and burned on New Year's Day 1918. It was rebuilt, with two additional stories, a year later. The building was
demolished in 1976 to make way for the new Federal Building.

Mel Liles also reported that three of the Voight brothers together weighted 1,000 pounds. That would
be Oscar and John, who were big men. But who was the third heavyweight? Maybe the third 300 pound
sibling was the sister Emily. Their photos are available in their chapters of the Voight Roots.

Mel added that the Voights sold whiskey wholesale in 55 gallon barrels for which they had a wagon
specially made to haul the whiskey into town. Mel's grandfather Charles Liles drove the wagon for the
Voights and that's how he met Mel's grandmother Emma Voight.

Finally Mel mentioned hearing that the Voight brothers had a pickle business. Seems like “pickles” was
what they told the children and the revenuers about the family business. Most of the evidence suggests
that the family business was corn whiskey. | suppose their products could produce some pickled people.
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JOHN T. VOIGHT AND NANCY JANE ROGERS FAMILY STORY

DESCENDENTS OF JOHN AND NANCY VOIGHT GATHERED IN NOVEMBER 2012

G
THE WHITE POST FARM, CORAPEAKE, GATES COUNTY, NC OUR VEHICLES HAD A PARTY IN THE DRIVEWAY

SHARON THOMPSON, Granddaughter of John B Voight

STEVE ANDREWS, Husband of Vicki Winborne Andrews, G-G Grandson-In-Law of Sallie Voight White
JOHN WINBORNE, Great Grandson of Sallie Voight White

LYNETTE WHITE, Our Gracious Hostess and the Great-Granddaughter of Sallie Voight White
Lynette’s Daughter LAUREN, Great-Great Granddaughter of Sallie Voight White
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JOHN T. VOIGHT AND NANCY JANE ROGERS FAMILY STORY

GAYLE WINBORNE, Wife of John Winborne & Great-Granddaughter-In-Law of Sallie Voight White
VICKI WINBORNE ANDREWS, Great-Granddaughter of Sallie Voight White

JUDY WINBORNE WHITE, Great-Granddaughter of Sallie Voight White

THOMAS PAUL WHITE, Grandson of Sallie Voight White

KAYE HOLLOWELL BARKER, Great-Gr;réauéhter of Emily Julia Voight Mathias
BETTY EVANS, Great-Granddaughter of Sallie Voight White

JACKIE BALLANCE, Granddaughter of Joseph Voight

JANIE EVANS, Great-Granddaughter-In-Law of Sallie Voight White

GENE VOIGHT, Grandson of Oscar Leroy Voight
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JOHN T. VOIGHT AND NANCY JANE ROGERS FAMILY STORY

Calling on William J and Nell Hollowell: Back Row — BETTY EVANS, LYNETTTE WHITE & KAYE BARKER
Front Row- (Four Second Cousins) THOMAS P WHITE, JACKIE BALLANCE, WILLIAM J HOLLOWELL &
GENE VOIGHT. William Hollowell is a grandson of Emily Julia Voight Mathias.

Henry Voight, and his wife CAROL at their
home in Chesapeake VA, Nov 10, 2012.

Calling on FITZHUGH LEE CORBITT JR & his wife
PATRICIA at home in Portsmouth, VA, Nov 11,
2012; FITZHUGH is the grandson of Ella Voight
Corbitt.
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