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JOHN T. VOIGHT’s
FAMILY OF
ORIGIN

Our Voights have no
connection to the actor Jon
Voight whose paternal
grandfather was Slovak and
whose real name was Voytka
(also spelled as Voytko). Jon’s
father and uncle changed
their last name to Voight
before 1929. (From a Univ. of
Pittsburgh website
http://www.pitt.edu/~votruba
i : ; B /gsonhist/celebrities/voightjo
RIS SO T RN IR A BN n.html)
Above: Old Eason — Voight Family Cemetery, Greenway Road, Suffolk, Virginia. John T. Voight's sister
Nancy Ann Baines, his brother James and James’ family are buried here.
The documents in the following pages support this ancestral tree for John T. Voight’s family of origin:

John Wm Voight & Cealah Speight Andrew Rawls & Abigail Porter
born 1756-1774 born 1756-1774 born about 1779 born about 1788
died 1800-30 died 1830-40 died about 1854 died 1840-50

Vv Vv
John Voight & Barsheba Rawls
born 1791-1800 born about 1803
died 1830-1850 Vv died 1870-1880
John T. Voight
born about 1832
died 1899

Mining the data in the census records prior to 1850 is tedious work requiring concentration and
devotion to detail because the earliest census records are just tallies, named only by head of household,
counting the males and females, free and slave, in various age ranges. Not many folks have the interest
and patience to sort out this kind of puzzle. The chapters on the Voight and Rogers families of origin will
not interest everyone, but if it IS your cup of tea, then please enjoy this walk through the family history.
Where there are transcriptions of the census data, my comments and interpretations are inserted in red
italics.

This work was updated and revised for the second time in September, 2015, because of exciting, new
discoveries about John T. Voight’s mother’s family. All these documents were found on Ancestry.com.
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The documents in this chapter outline the story of our Voight family in Virginia from 1796 to 1870. The
Rawls ancestors have been found, traced by others, as far back as the mid-1500s! You can examine that
research on Ancestry.com

John William Voight’s household was the only Voight family in the Gates County, NC, census of 1800,
strongly suggesting that John William Voight was the father of John Voight , who in turn was the father
of John T. Voight. Since we have three John Voights in a row, you'll see that | found it useful to
consistently use their middle names and initials (or NMI for “no middle initial”) to avoid confusion
among the generations.

For a while the best available online evidence suggested that Barsheba Rawls’ parents were Richard
Rawls and Amelia Stallings. Richard and Amelia were married in Gates County, NC, in 1796, about six or
seven years before Barsheba was born. Richard was the only Rawls | found in the 1800 census for Gates
County and he was also there, with daughters, in the 1820 census. It seemed like a good fit.

Then the online discovery of more transcripts from the 1820 census for Nansemond County, Virginia,
raised other possibilities for Amelia’s parents, including one Andrew Rawls as her potential father. The
work of Cousin Teresa Stawson, Portsmouth genealogist and descendent of John T. Voight’s brother
James, also felt that Andrew Rawls and his wife Abigail Porter were Barsheba’s parents.

A few months after updating this chapter with an addendum about the questions surrounding
Barsheba’s own family of origin, DNA evidence confirmed Andrew Rawls and Abigail Porter were her
parents. We'll take a look here at the few documents available concerning John T. Voight’s paternal line
(all those John Voights!) Then we will
examine the latest discoveries about
our Rawils line of ancestors.

Groom: John William Voight

Bride: Cealah Speight

Bond date: 17 Oct 1796 Left: This October 17, 1796, marriage
Bond #: 000052601 record suggests that our John W. Voight
Level Info:  MNorth Carolina Marriage Bonds, 1741-1868 married Cealah Spe|ght and that his
ImageNum: 007514 middle initial stands for “William.”
County: Gates
Recordail 01186 A search of the online transcription of
Bondsman: Kedar Made his Mark Hinto the 1786 census in Gates County does
Withess! Law Baker not turn up any Voights but there are
several Speights. The names of Kedar
Save This Record Hinton, the bondsman in this marriage

Attach this record to a person in your tree as a source record, or save for
later evaluation.

record, and Law Baker, the witness, do
show up in the 1786 Gates County
census. That leaves one to wonder
where John William Voight was living
before his marriage — perhaps in
someone else’s household or nearby in
Nansemond County, Virginia. Law
Baker, by the way, signed off on the
SHonsxtaciod oy 70,0 1786 census report with the initials
b D S BU It g sname, | “G,C.” after his name — probably
standing for some sort of official title.

Description:
This data
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Here’s the oldest online document
found for our ancestors named
Voight, the 1800 census from Gates
County, North Carolina. Finding only
one Voight (out of only 21 pages and
fewer than 600 somewhat
alphabetical names for the whole
county) strongly suggests that this
man is the patriarch of the Voights in
Gates Co., NC and neighboring
Nansemond County, VA.

The only Voight household listed in
Gates County in 1800 is that of JOHN
W. VOIGHT, enumerated as follows:

G)
Iﬂ
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Free white males:

Four under age 10 John (NMI)*
Voight, the father of John T. Voight,
is likely to be one of these four boys
. under age 10 who were all born
: between 1790 and 1800.

| Oneagel0-15
One age 26 — 44 This entry tells us
that the father of this family, John
W. Voight, was born between 1756
& 1774, i.e. before the Revolution.
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b do

Free white females:

One age 26 — 44 So we know that
the probable wife of John W. Voight
was also born between 1756 and
1774.

5

N
N

Slaves: one

Number of household members
under age 16: 5

Number of household members
over age 25: 2

Number of household members: 8

* I use “NMI” or “no middle initial” to distinguish this John Voight from his father John W. Voight and
from his son John T. Voight.
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| have not found our Voights in the 1810 or 1820 census records.
By 1830 John W. Voight is probably deceased. Celia Voight has her own listing in the census for Gates

County, N.C,, so she is probably a widow.
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Free White Persons - Males - 10 thru 14: 1
Free White Persons - Females - 20 thru 29: 2
Free White Persons - Females - 50 thru 59: 1
Free White Persons - Under 20: 1
Free White Persons - 20 thru 49: 2
Total Free White Persons: 4
Total - All Persons (Free White, Slaves, Free Colored): 4

Celia must be the female between 50 and 59. The others in the household could well be Celia’s grown
children, unnamed siblings of John (NMl) Voight: a boy between 10 — 14, and two girls in their
twenties. This is the last record we have for Celia Speight Voight.
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JOHN (No Middle Initial) VOIGHT HOUSEHOLD, GATES CO, NC, 1830 census.

g"‘ St 0 John No-Middle-
| Vomsime or ramanama. £ | ] | Initial Voight
| married

Barsheba Rawls
before 1830; we
know, because

L. | he is the head of
(Heokaz> ur s a family house-
.’4::" ’:‘:“44 % hold in the
2 %f‘é/ P census and he

Bleo iy has three
” ":/f;u’"i =14 children already
Por st £y ! in 1830.
tae 2. |

U tr |
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s 4%4»»«4) l /1
Hooe Hdpdins |y
o A‘-c-—«-as 2
2oy Rorhorian, | 2 | 2

Cracikey 61«»«.) 1 2

”’Zl‘#?ub 2

This is the first &
last online
record of John
“NMI “ Voight
found under his
own name.

Free white males:

Two under age 5 “NMI”John’s first two sons, James and Patrick, would be under 5 in 1830.

(Sons Andrew and John T. Voight are not born until after the 1830 census.)

One age 30— 39 If John (NMI) Voight was 30 -39 in 1830, then he was born between 1791 & 1800 and
this is consistent with his being one of the sons of John W. Voight from the 1800 census record.

Free white females:

One under age 5 If daughter Nancy Ann Voight is under 5 in 1830 then she was NOT born in 1823 as
her cemetery record suggests, but perhaps around 1825. These dates are very close for such old
records. Either record could easily be off by a couple years; cemetery dates of birth were often wrong.
One age 20 — 29 If Barsheba Rawls is 20 — 29 in 1830, then her year of birth is 1801 — 1810. This is
consistent with her being the daughter of Andrew Rawls in other census records, as we shall see.
Female slaves: one age 10 — 23

Total free white persons under five: 3

Total free white persons 20 —49: 2

Total slaves: 1

Total all persons: 6
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Here’s Barsheba Rawls’ pedigree chart based on DNA matches with other descendents from her family,

David Rawls

" : Add Mother
1779-1854 - -
m Add Father
'
1 Add Mother
{ ‘.'l' Barsheba Rawls

| >
— | =
John Porter i John Porter

Spouse & Children v ' o
: — ALE
. Benjamin (John) Porter [ 5 /
‘ John Voight 1759-1841 & John Denson Jr. ~
, @ & | Betty Denison | : :

@ Nancy Ann Voight | 703800 m — :
e _ p _A ice Hollowe )
K} Abigail Porter i

Q' James Voight I] !

" 1788-1850 = ‘ -
. Charles King

Q) Patrick Voight | Solomon King !

E
it Bvay
& Andrew Voight Bathsheba King ! eclb r
e » fRL e
@ John T. voight M‘ | Abigail Lee |

2 & 1735-1798

Siblings >

Barsheba’s great-grandfather Solomon King was a bona-fide Revolutionary War patriot. Born between
1710 and 1720, he was too old to fight, but he provided supplies and provisions to the Continental
Army. His D.A.R. certification is copied below (if you ignore the comma, it looks like our ancestor was
King Solomon ©).

#DAR Member  Descendants  GRC  Bible

KING, SOLOMON Ancestor # ADG4783 E

Service: MORTH CAROLINA Rank: PATRIOTIC SERVICE
Birth: CIRCA 1720 VIRGIMNIA

Death: A11--1795 GATES CO MORTH CAROLINA

Service Description: 1) CHOWAN CO, FURMISHED SUPPLIES

RESIDENCE

1) County: CHOWAMN CO - Statel MORTH CAROLINA

Number  Mame

1) AMY X
2) ABIGAIL LEE
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Here are copies of three separate DNA matches with this branch of our ancestors. Notice that | match
with the Lee, Porter, King and Curle families on Barsheba Rawls’ mother’s side.

o
Abigail Lee
‘ 5th Great-Grandmother

Shared Ancestor Hint 1 of 2

Bathsheba King

1 4th Great-Grandmother
|

| Abigail Porter
X | 3rd Great-Grandmother
Barsheba Rawls
2nd Greot-Grandmother
l John T. Voight
Great-Grandfather

Joseph Voight
Grandfather

z Lillian Louise Voight
Mother

»  Jackie Rickabaugh
N Seif

i Martha King
4th Great-Grand ount
Jethro Sumner
1st Cousin (5x removed)
|
Dempsey Lawrence Sumner
2nd Cousin (4x removed)
i Etta Mary Sumner
3rd Cousin (3x removed)

Blanch Etta March
4th Cousin (2x removed)

£ Florence Etta Davidson
= =N 5th Cousin (1x removed)

pbbuck
6th Cousin

Z

Shared Ancestor Hint

John Porter
5th Great-Grandfather

Benjamin (John) Porter l

John Porter
4th Great-Grand uncle

I Jesse Porter
1st Cousin (5x removed)
James Porter
2nd Cousin (4x removed)
|
f . JesseleePorter
D 3rd Cousin (3x removed)

4th Great-Grondfather

Abigail Porter
| 3rd Great-Grandmother

' | Barsheba Rawls
2nd Great-Grandmother
l John T. Voight
Great-Grandfather

1

Jackie Rickabaugh
| Self

|

Joseph Voight
Grandfather

|
l Sarah (Gussie) Augusta Porter
i 4th Cousin (2x removed)
! Jesse Porter Hedgebeth
5th Cousin (1x removed)

2

Lillian Louise Voight
Mother

Emmanuel Stuart Hedgebeth
6th Cousin

brishenmc
6th Cousin (1x removed)
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[

Shared Ancestor Hint

William King & Mary Curle
7th Great-Grandfather 7th Great-Grandmother

I Charles King Henry King
6th Great-Grandfather 6th Great-Grand uncle

|
Solomon King 2 Ann Elder King
5th Great-Grandfather 1st Cousin (7x removed)

|
Bathsheba King Major samuel Speight
4th Great-Grandmother 2nd Cousin (6x removed)

Abigail Porter < Arthur Speight
3rd Great-Grandmother x | 3rd Cousin (5x removed)

Barsheba Rawls Sara Eason Speight
2nd Great-Grandmother 4th Cousin (4x removed)

I John T. Voight E Abraham Lafayette Darden
Great-Grandfather N 5t/ Cousin (3x removed)

l Joseph Voight Bette Chandler Darden
Grandfather p 6th Cousin (2x removed)
z Lillian Louise Voight ’#); Alton Willie King
Mother I 7th Cousin (1x removed)

Jackie Rickabaugh ! pking1963

Self 8th Cousin

Solomon King’s family lineage has been “proved” to the D.A.R. for his daughter Barsheba King Porter
and his granddaughter Abigail Porter Rawls. If we want to claim Solomon for our ancestor with the
D.A.R., we only need to document our lineage from Abigail Porter and Andrew Rawls. Unfortunately
there is no “paper trail” yet to prove Barsheba Rawls is their daughter. The courthouse in Suffolk burned
down three times, most recently in 1866, and all the oldest records were lost - the birth and marriage
records, wills, land plats and more... all gone forever. Neither have any Bible, church or cemetery
records been found yet to confirm Barsheba as the daughter of Andrew and Abigail Porter Rawls.

The DNA matches are our strongest evidence to support family tradition for this relationship, along with
the 18™ and 19" century naming conventions that can be used to argue for our Barsheba in this family.

Documentation of Barsheba Rawls as the wife of John NMI Voight and the mother of John T. Voight is
easier to find, because in 1850 the census records started to name all the members of a household. The
subsequent generations of John T. Voight and all his descendents are very well-documented, including
our own Joseph Voight, the father of Jessie Voight Lassiter and Lillian Voight Rickabaugh.

The following records for his grandfather Andrew Rawls and his mother Barsheba Rawls complete John
T. Voight's family of origin, ending with a few words about his siblings.

While previous records for the Voights were documented in Gates County, NC, the remaining records for
John T. Voight’s family of origin are found just across the state line in Nansemond County, VA
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Beginning in 1820 the household of Andrew Rawls is found in the census for Nansemond County, VA.
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Free White Persons - Males - Under 10

Free White Persons - Males - 26 thru 44

Free White Persons - Females - Under 10

Free White Persons - Females - 10 t
Free White Persons - Females - 26 t
Slaves - Males - Under 14

Slaves - Males - 45 and over

Slaves - Females - Under 14

Slaves - Females - 14 thru 25

hru 15
hru 44

Number of Persons - Engaged in Agriculture

Free White Persons - Under 16
Free White Persons - Over 25

Total Free White Persons

1 Andrew Rawls would be 41 in 1820
2

2 Barsheba would be between 10 - 19.
1 Abigail Rawls would be 32 in 1820

4

o N OO 01PN

Total All Persons - White, Slaves, Colored, Other 16
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Free White Persons - Males - 15 thru 19
Free White Persons - Males - 60 thru 69
Free White Persons - Females - 10 thru 14
Free White Persons - Females - 15 thru 19
Free White Persons - Females - 20 thru 29
Free White Persons - Females - 50 thru 59
Slaves - Males - Under 10
Slaves - Males - 10 thru 23
Slaves - Females - Under 10
Slaves - Females - 10 thru 23
Slaves - Females - 36 thru 54
Persons Employed in Agriculture
Free White Persons - Under 20
Free White Persons - 20 thru 49
Total Free White Persons
Total Slaves 6
Total All Persons - Free White, Free Colored, Slaves 16
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In 1850 the U.S. Census begins to list the names of all the members of a household.

Andrew Rawls is
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This is the last record found for Andrew Rawls.
Other family trees on Ancestry.com suggest that he died in 1854.
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John Voightin the Virginia, Select Marriages, 1785-194(

Index-only
record

John Voight

Male

22

1823

15 Mar 1855
Nsnsemend, Virginis
John Voight
Basshebsa

Nsncy Josie Rogers

2048483

John T. Voight’s marriage record
includes his parents’ names, John and
Bassheba.

1850 U S Census, Nansemond County Virginia Page 285, Family number 243

. ZET
""""’“'——’*"m’- e inteOmty e LBt 1
enumerated by the /6% .
ol ]5 i "’”“7“’“ s W""""‘ Barsheba Rawls, age 50, is head of a
i i i i SR 1 . )
% jl'!i :.“::;,“"“""""‘ \ Eﬂl v | § } s, iif\:*": household, living on a farm with her 18
s S ey, - . .
B S~ el 3 \ 5 1 > rjih = ! year old son John [T] Voigt (no “h” in
1 | fﬂf;%'fém ‘ e ,l ot gy '+ | “Voight” this time). To be the head of
e -2 '+ | household, she is probably a widow and
L 22 8 Pk /P, Z 3 - . . .
; j; oA ;”’Z,Q/ B —ae = | herson John is probably still unmarried.
|7 N7 lhst Sl 3 a4 | 07 Tbro | Aol Bordlin 3
1= ;/"/ 7 Py EIm o e L] - | She owns real estate valued at $150.
) vy e e joke 2 > | He'sa“farmer.”
ot ] | [ A0,
P 4 dle Leke) (B / - 7
’J ,463 Rard b/ 2eerl of lSO o | ﬂ;ﬂ Lo
g | -2 | =
F’/’IVA’ t. dty/ l /,fo/// 'a/&lmu: | Ao
T T
coii) Bocries SR P | ‘ }:Z,_ : e
vy ST i = | Both mother and son list their place of
el gl PR 7/ R w/’rf::; o : i ie i
i {,{,M Yol 3G 5| el » birth as Nansemond County, which is in
| L of Avassr | DAL B ... . .
= g;.um/,}’, ] e - | Virginia, along the North Carolina line.
N RY B Mt Aorile | | Haeror.er | e
s ,,m’ P s . * | Census records of 1870 and 1880 seem to
/u/rn/l) | A . .
mug,tzﬂ - B ,-ka} = = | reportJohn’s birth place as North Carolina,
g E [l 14 = | though both North Carolina and
Sy I o
vy e o ~ = | Nansemond County have the initials N.C.
J_ oveiitiie |
P ﬁ e - ; He could have been born so close to the
SN EIN LY osur .
RRR 27 22 I & Lo o> = | statelineasto be unsure.
| Lbhacter B Mip [ JAM | s oadirer & ]
— /:z/l‘}édj 7|.F | o, d B
% Allellrdar 5 . .
T_W—M\ o g it iV s K }'iy Three pages later in this same census we

2

find the James and Emily Rogers’ family

and their 10 year old daughter Nancy - the future Mrs. John T. Voight. John T. Voight is 7 or 8 years
older than his wife Nancy in the 1870 census. The math works.

12




JOHN T. VOIGHT FAMILY OF ORIGIN

1860, Upper Parish of Nansemond County, Barsheba Rawls and James Voight
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JOHN T. VOIGHT FAMILY OF ORIGIN

Agricultural Census of 1860
Barsheba Rawls and her son-in-law Quinton Baines assessed their acreage and their livestock by
categories. This document is available for closer examination on the folder for this chapter on the CD.
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JOHN T. VOIGHT FAMILY OF ORIGIN

1870 Census Cypress Chapel Township, Nansemond Co., Barsheba Rawls

Barsheba Rawls, A
now ~68, makes [pageNo .z } EEEET

her home with  |geuzouse 1.--Inhabitants in 2 bkl

In 1870

the family of her of

daughter Nancy |~
Ann and son-in- “‘ ! '
law Quinton fi
Baines. Thisis |
the last written | |
record found
online for
Barsheba Rawls
(AKA Mrs. John
NMI Voight).
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She is not listed
in the household
in 1880; we can
only suppose
that Barsheba
died between
1870 and 1880.
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15



JOHN T. VOIGHT FAMILY OF ORIGIN

e % Spouse & Children
John Voight :

Birth 1791-1800 in Gates Courty, North Carolina Barsheba Rawis (1203-1870) 3
Death after 1830 in Gates County, Morth Caroling

| Nancy Ann Voight (1830-1890) el
Five children of Barsheba Rawls and John (NMI)

Voight have been documented, 1 daughter and " James Voight (1829-1893) e
4 sons: Nancy Ann, James, Patrick, Andrew and

John T. Voight. Our ancestor John T. Voight Patrick “Voight (1829-) @3

was the youngest child of Barsheba Rawls and

John (NMI) Voight. Andrew Voight (1831-1870) X3

John T. Voight (1832-1000) &3

The son Patrick Voight married Nancy Clayton. There are no known children from their union and his
death is not documented.

- % r - Quinton Baines (1515-1880) @3
Nancy Ann Voight R

Birth 1823-1830 in Yirginia William Benjamin Baines (1841-1842) (13
Death about 1890 in Nansemond, Virginia,

| sarah Baines (1843-1544) (&3

Nancy Ann is John T. Voight’s only sister. In 1840 she John T Baines (15844-1926) (3
married Quinton Baines. Nancy and Quinton had at
least these eleven documented children. One may James E. Bains (1845-1916) (3

wonder about the daughter with the name
“Garaphelia.” But it’s a real name! (I Googled it.) |
The 1850, 1860 and 1880 census records for this Caleb Baines (1852-1578) (23
family are available for viewing in Nancy Ann’s
folder within the John T. Voight Family of Origin
folder on the Voight Family Roots CD. (We already
saw the 1870 census record because Nancy Ann’s ;
mother Barsheba Rawls was living in the Baines || Virginia Baines (1853-1931) (&3
household in 1870.)

| sarah E. Bains (1851-) @3

Franklin Pierce Baines (1854-1903)

Garaphelia Baines (1859-1860) (13

Charles B Baines (1864-1936) 13

In the 1880 census Nancy Ann and Quinton Baines Joseph Henry Baines (1865-1918) (13
lived next door to Nancy’s brother James Voight and
his wife Texanna. Nancy Ann is buried in the Eason-
Voight cemetery with her brother James and his family. Again, photos and more about the cemetery are
available in a Word document in the John T. Voight Family of Origin Folder on the CD.
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JOHN T. VOIGHT FAMILY OF ORIGIN

Old Baines Homeplace built by
Quinton Baines, the husband of Nancy
Ann Voight. Quinton was the son of
Absilla Ellis and Benjamin Baines.

This Homeplace was built 1899 for & by Joseph
Henry Baines, a son of Quinton Baines & Nancy
Ann Voight

James Voight’s home was built about
1859, near Whaleyville VA. Extensive
remodeling has been done, though
the weatherboarding on the front is
unchanged and is about twelve
inches wide.

17



JOHN T. VOIGHT FAMILY OF ORIGIN

Spouse & Children

i Ja 1es \ Olght | Texanna V. Savage (1840-1533) (13
Birth May 20, 1829 in North Caralina —
Death Feb 23,1893 in Nansemond Co.,| || Elenora J. Voight (1885-) &3

| Elisede Barilee Voight (1867-1935) (13

There are several James Voights
in the extended family during
this period. In this family we find 7| constantine Voight (1571-1833) (X3
a father and two.po_ss.ible sons — M Mae: Valiifit 167503
named James. Virginia death

records show the first James “junior” died in April 1800 Vernon H. Voight (1875-1876) (23
at age three years. Meanwhile Suffolk, VA birth records

also show another baby, James S., born to James and
Texannain May 1879. James S. Voight (1879-) (£

Ernest P Voight (1870-) g

James Voight (1877-1880) (X3

| Child not named Voight (18531-) ==

U.5. Civil War Soldiers, 1861-1865 =bout James Vaight
Mame: James Yoight Brother John T. Voight also might have had 2 sons
S Canfadarate named James: James M. Voight who was born about
HeTiTEnE Wicoima 1861 is found at age 9 in the 1870 census; he died in
State/Origin: 1880. According to Suffolk VA birth records another
Regiment Name: 41 ¥irginia Infantry son, James T. Voight, was born in May, 1873. He’s not
Regiment Name  41st Regiment, Yirginia Infantry listed in the 1880 census, so he might have died in early
Expanded: childhood.
Company: I Brother Andrew also had a son called James S. Voight
Rank In: Sergeant who was born about 1852.
Rank In Expanded: Sergeant That makes a list of six James Voights who were born in
Rankout:’  Sergeart 1829, 1852, 1861, 1873, 1877 and 1879. There were
ROl OULERAAndeds  Sergeant also a James Voight with no middle initial and a James
R ey MBBZtSll 57 T. Voight listed as a slave owners in 1860. Who's
who? It's certainly hard to keep them all straight.

This James Voight born in 1829 was a sergeant in Texanna V. Savage
the 41" Virginia Infantry during the Civil War. Birth May 4, 1840 in Nansemond County Virginia

Death Sep 3, 1889 in Nansemaond County Virginia

When he married Texanna in 1863 she was
already the widow of another Civil War soldier,
Jackson Wilkins, and she’d already had 3 children by Wilkins.

Spouse & Children

Jackson B Wilkins (1829-1862) e
Incidentally, Texanna’s cousin Almira Savage was married to
Richard T Rogers, who was the brother of Nancy Jane Rogers -
who married John T. Voight, the brother of this James Voight! Buddy Wilkins (1853-) 13
See the document called Kissin’ Cousins in the Misc. folder on
the CD to see how these 3 families were interconnected in this
generation.

Charles Wellons Wilkins (1857-1914)

Wilroy J Wilkins (1861-) 2

The Voight Family Roots CD also has 1870 and 1880 census records for THIS James Voight as well as
other documents and information about his descendents, filed in the James Voight subfolder inside the
John T. Voight Family of Origin folder.
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Andrew Voight
Birth 1831 in Gates County, North Carolina

Death 1870

The last of John T. Voight’s brothers is Andrew who
married Sarah Steadman. They had 7 known children
including the very successful entrepreneur, wholesale
grocer and banker, Robert Palmer (“R.P.”) Voight.

R.P. Voight was listed as a 22 year old “clerk” boarding

in Norfolk as early as the 1880 census. In the 1882 city

directory he is no longer a clerk but a wholesale grocer.
By 1898 R.P. Voight was president of the Wholesale

Sarah Carson Steadman (1530-) (X3

William A Voight (1543-) 3
| Olivia Voight (1851-) [£3
James S Voight (1852-) g

Robert Palmer Voight (1557-13903) (3

Mary L Voight (1857-) (3

Martha Voight (1858-) (Z3)

| Rebecca Voight (1860-) (X3

Grocers Association. Before he died in 1903, he was also a vice-president of the National Bank of
Commerce. His wife and daughters were often in the social pages of the newspapers. The R.P. Voight
Wholesale Grocery Co., Inc. continued in business for years after Robert’s death. One of the most

interesting online documents from his life is this clipping from the August 3, 1900, Virginian-Pilot. It is

MR. R. P

Mr. R. P. Voight, president of the
YWholesale Grocers' Assoclation, said
that he Is opposed to the Norfolk and
Waestern Rallway Company, or any
other corporation, bullding piers that
would obstruct the channel. Speaking
further on the subject, Mr. Voight
sald that he had grown up not more
than 100 yards from the Dismal Swamp
Canal and that he was famliliar with
the effect of obstructions in water
channels. For example, when the ca-
nal was clear of treex on the banks the
water would be of a regular depth. But
whenever an overhanging limb
stopped the current the refuse would
gather and create an obstruction at
that point. Drive a pole Iin a stream
and soon three or four feet of sand
would gather at the base of the pole
and ecreate an obstruction in the
stream. If the piers of the Norfolk
and Western Railway Company would
have this effect on the channel of 11z-
abeth river the BEoard of Harbor Com-
missioners should not glve permission
for more of them.

19

from a much longer piece in
which Norfolk citizens speak at
a public hearing about a
proposed permit for the
Norfolk & Western Railway to
build additional piers in the
Hampton Roads waterways.

It’s interesting that he speaks
about his childhood growing up
near the banks of the Great
Dismal Swamp canal.

In the 1925 Norfolk city
directory Robert’s son Ricks
Stedman Voight was a bond
salesman and by 1928 he was a
“Asst Sec” for the Guaranty
Title and Trust Co.

Additional census records and
other documents for Andrew
Voight’s family are located in
Andrew’s folder within the
John T. Voight Family of Origin
folder on the CD.
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1903 Obituary for Robert Palmer Voight
(Notice that his pallbearers included 2 Judges, a Major and a Colonel. The military
ranks were probably Confederate Army titles.)

Virginian-Pilot, Tuesday, October 6, 1903

Mr. R. P. Voight Died Yesterday

Mr. R. P. Voight died at his residence, Bute Street, yesterday morning. The deceased
had been in feeble health for the past twelve months and spent last summer at the
Rawley Springs with the hope of recuperating his shattered health, and returned home
about three weeks ago. He was about 47 years of age, and was one of Norfolk’s best
known citizens and business men.

He conducted the wholesale grocery business most successfully in Norfolk for quite a
number of years, and at the time of his demise was president of the Robert P. Voight
Company. He was active in all the business pursuits of life, and his death will be deeply
felt in the commercial circles of Norfolk. For fifteen years he was a director in the Bank
of Commerce, and for the past three years was vice president of that institution.

The Wholesale Grocers’ and Merchandise Brokers’ associations held meetings
yesterday and passed suitable resolutions on his death. They will attend his funeral in a
body, which takes place from his residence, on Bute Street, at 4 o’clock Wednesday
afternoon.

Virginian-Pilot, Wednesday, October 7, 1903

Died

Voight — At the residence, No. 222 Bute Street, on Monday, October 5th, 1903, at 8:15
o’clock a. m., Robert P. Voight, in the 47th year of his age. Funeral services from the
above residence this (Wednesday) afternoon, at 4 o’clock.

Virginian-Pilot, Thursday, October 8, 1903

Mr. R. P. Voight Laid To Rest

The funeral of Mr. Robert P. Voight was solemnized at his late residence, No. 222 Bute
Street, at 4 o’clock yesterday afternoon, and was largely attended. The service was
conducted by Rev. W. A. Barr, rector of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, assisted by Rev. Dr.
C. E. Grammer, of Christ Episcopal Church. There was a magnificent display of floral
tributes, including numerous beautiful designs from individual friends. An exceedingly
handsome standing cross five feet in height, wrought of lilies of the valley, roses,
carnations, violets and maidenhair fern, sent by the National Bank of Commerce, of
which the deceased was vice president. The remains were laid to rest in Elmwood
Cemetery. Following were the pallbearers; Honorary — C. Billups, Joseph S. Culpepper,
Major A. Myers, H. L. Smith, John G. Wallace, M. L. T. Davis, C. Brooks Johnston and
Judge James E. Heath. Active - Judge Thomas H. Willcox, Colonel Washington Taylor,
H. M. Kerr, Floyd Hughes, J. W. Delarnette, Paul Blencoe, R. H. Baker, Jr., and H. R.
Goodridge.
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L

1;‘ 146 U“ie ! There were Voights in the milling business in the

Norfolk area as this 1899 ad reveals. The Voights
sold three grades of flour: Royal Crown, Best
Patent and “Above All,” costing 60 cents, 55 cents
and 50 cents per bag respectively.

BERROY AL CROWN i< the hest |
orivd; $L por barred, 0 and ¢

BT ST PATENT, as good as

g e 3 a] per barrel, o5 and e, bas,
m:\l:c W ALY a4 zand fam. | Where did all the Voights come from originally?
QUL 5% por barrel; 25 and e, bag, |
|
WE GUARANTEE THE QUALITY AND  The name certainly sounds Germanic in origin.
PRICES OF THE ABOVE GOODS. William Henry Voight’s granddaughter Georgie

e s May Liles South heard that the Voights might have
VIRGIHIH GROGE Ry 00 originally been Jewish though there is no known
61 and 62 New Market H_“_‘:_ documentation to support that intriguing
e e et eemmeteisass || NOSSiblity.

Here’s a little info about the Voight name from
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~gohrpage/voigt.html

“The family name Voigt (Vogt), signifying an official position, is of ancient Teutonic origin, and is
numerously found in the various municipalities and provinces of the Kingdom of Saxony in Germany, in
Prussia, and in Pomerania. Some of the variations include Voigt, Voit, Vogt, and Vod. In France, it is
spelled Focht. All of these variations of spelling mean "Protector" (overseer, bailiff, or steward) by the
Old Langeboard Law. Henry I, Holy Roman Emperor of Germany from 919-936 A.D., was called Vogt, and
his descendants after him. Those who ruled Saxony were called Vogts as the title for Stewards or
Governors of the Holy Roman Empire...”

Among the many Voights who immigrated to North America there were two John Voights, for example,
on the ship “Harle” that arrived in Philadelphia in 1736, who are possible candidates to be our
ancestors. [from http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/ships/palship24.shtml ]

"At the Courthouse of Philadelphia, September 1st, 1736. One hundred fifty one Foreigners from the
Palatinate & other Places, who, with their Families, making in all three hundred eighty eight Persons, were
imported here in the Ship Harle, of London, Ralph Harle, Master, from Rotterdam, but last from Cowes, as
by Clearance thence, were this day qualified as usual...

Johann Valtin Voigt
Johan Mathes Voigt...”
From the Minutes of the Provincial Council, printed in "Colonial Records,” Vol. IV, p.58f

Clearly there’s more research that can be done into our Voight family’s European roots by anyone so
inclined.
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