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This diagram of Nancy Jane Rogers’ parents and grandparents is based on the documentary evidence in 

the following pages. (This document has been updated and revised February 2014.) 

 

Mills Rogers married Salley Griffith in 1809  Richard Smith married Sarah Walters in 1800 

V                                                                                                                   V 

James Rogers-----------------------married 1832-------------------------Emily Smith 

V 

Nancy Jane Rogers 

Born about 1839 

 

 

This likeness of Nancy Jane Rogers Voight was taken 

from a portrait of Nancy that used to hang in the 

Gates County, NC home of her daughter Emily Julia 

Voight Mathias. 

 

The documents in this chapter tell the story of the 

Rogers family from 1800 to 1880. My comments are 

inserted in red into transcriptions of the earliest 

census records. All the documents came from 

Ancestry.com. 

 

 

 

Research on Nancy’s Rogers family begins with her 

mother’s 1860 death record. 

 

The Feb. 29, 1860 (leap year!) death 

record for Emely Rodgers, nee Smith, 

contains Emily Smith’s vital information. 

(Different records spell her name Emily, 

Emely or Milley, Rogers or Rodgers.)  

She was born about 1806 in Gates 

County (It says “Virginia” though Gates 

County is in North Carolina and it 

borders Virginia.) Her parents’ names 

are Richard and Sarah Smith. The record 

also confirms that Emily’s husband was 

James Rodgers (also spelled “Rogers.”). 
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Nancy’s parents James Rogers and Emily Smith 

were married in Gates NC on October 27, 1832. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily Roger’s parents, Richard Smith and 

Sarah Walters, were married in Gates 

County, North Carolina, on November 25, 

1800.  Emily was born about 1806. 

 

 

 

 

 

James Rogers’ parents Salley Griffith 

and Mills Rogers were married in 

1809. James was born about 1810. 

Salley’s formal married name would 

be Sarah Rogers, the same as the 

mother of James Rogers in later 

census records. James named his 

second son Mills and Nancy Jane 

named her second son Mills. All the 

names, ages, dates and places 

coincide with other data for Nancy’s 

paternal line with no competing or 

conflicting data being found to cast 

doubt on this identification of James 

Rogers’ parents as Mills Rogers and 

Salley Griffith. 
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August 7, 1820 Census for Nansemond County Virginia,  
enumerating the household of Mills Rodgers 
 

 
Free White Males under 10: 3 
James Rogers (Rodgers) would 
be a free white male just 
under 10 years old. If this is, in 
fact, his family, he would, 
indeed, have 2 younger 
brothers… 
Free White Males, 26 - 44: 1 
So Mills Rodgers himself was 
born between 1776 and 1794 
Free White Females under 10: 
1 …and a younger sister. 
Free White Females, 26 - 44: 1 
Apparently Mills Rodgers wife 
(Sarah/Salley) was also born 
between 1776 and 1794. 
 
Slaves, Males - 14 thru 25: 1 
Slaves, Males - 26 thru 44: 1 
Slaves, Females - Under 14: 1 
Slaves, Females - 14 thru 25: 1 
 
Number of Persons Engaged in 
Agriculture: 3 
 
Free White Persons Under 16: 4 
Free White Persons Over 25: 2 

 
Total Free White Persons: 6 
Total Slaves: 4 
Total All Persons - White, 
Slaves, Colored & Other: 10 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=7734&enc=1
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1840 US Census for the Eastern Virginia/KederHill, Nansemond County, households of James Rogers and 

his mother,  the widow Sarah Rogers.                                                                                                    

 

    

(The second 

page of this 

census with 

more 

columns and 

numbers is 

available 

among the 

documents 

on the 

Voight 

Family Roots 

CD. All the 

data is 

transcribed 

below.) 

 

 

Line 13: James Rogers 

Free White males: One under age 5; One age 5 – 10; One age 30 – 40 This tells us that James Rogers       

  was born between 1800 and 1810; he has 2 sons, one under 10 and one under 5. 

Free White Females:  One under age 5 This fits Nancy Jane Rogers, who was born about 1839. 

 One age 20-30 Based on her death record, Emely might be “about” 34…close enough in 1840.                                            

Male Slaves: One under age 10, One age 56 – 100  

Female Slaves: One under age 10, One age 10 – 25 

Three family members are engaged in agriculture.   

Total 9 persons. 

Line 14 :Sarah Rogers, living next door to James Rogers. Since the 1840 census only named the head of 

each household, Sarah is probably a widow, most likely the widowed mother of James himself and 

she moves in with James & his family by the 1850 census. Her household in 1840 includes: 

Free white males: one 10 -15, one 15 -20. (A couple younger brothers to James, born since 1820. That 

the youngest child could be 15 suggests his father was still living at least 15 years earlier, i.e. ca. 1825.) 

Free white females: one age 15 – 20, one age 20 – 30, (two younger sisters to James, 1 born since 1820) 

 And one age 60 - 70 Meaning that Sarah herself was born between 1770 and 1780. 

Male slaves: four < age 10, one age 10 – 24, one age 24 – 35. Female slaves: two < age 10, 3 age 10 – 24. 

Four family members are engaged in agriculture.  Total: 16 persons. 

Also enumerated on this page at line 8 is Quinton Baines, the same name as the man who married John 

T. Voight’s sister Nancy Ann.  Could be him, or maybe his Daddy. 
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Beginning in 1850 the federal census begins to list the names of all family members in a household and 

slaves are counted in a separate census.  

In the 1850 Census for Nansemond County, Virginia, the James and Emily Rogers family is found on 

page 288, enumerated as family number 271 

James Rogers, age 40, a farmer born 

about 1810 in Nansemond County, with 

real estate valued at $1500, lives with 

his wife Emily, who is age 45; she was 

born in North Carolina about 1805.  

These five children are all born in 

Nansemond County- 

 Richard T, age 15 

 Mills, age 14 (Nancy’s second 

child and this brother who was a  

Confederate soldier were named after 

their paternal grandfather.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy, age 10 (born ~1840) 

 James G, age 7 

 Mary F, age 4 

And Sarah Rogers, age 65, also born in 

Nansemond County ca 1785, was most 

likely the widowed mother of James. 

 

The household of Barsheba Rawls, age 50, is found three pages earlier and 28 families away from the 

Rogers family in this census. The Voights are family number 243 on page 285 as found in the chapter 

“John T. Voight Family of Origin.”  Living on the farm with his widowed mother Barsheba, is her 18 year 

bachelor old son John Voigt (no “h”).  He’s a “farmer” and the future husband of neighbor Nancy Rogers. 

John T Voight was 7 or 8 years older than his wife Nancy in the 1870 census. The math and geography 

work. 
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1850 Slave Census 

In 1850 James Rogers owned 8 slaves; his mother Sarah Rogers owned one. 
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1860 Nansemond County Upper Parish, Suffolk P.O., James Rogers household 

 

When the census was 

taken August 4, 1860 

James Rogers was 

already a widower 

with teenagers James 

and Mary still at 

home. David Green, a 

hired man, was living 

in the household.  

 

 

 

We already saw that 

Emily died on 

February 29 in 1860. 

Nancy Jane has 

grown and flown the 

nest, married already 

to John Voight. 

James’ mother Sarah 

Rogers is not counted 

here and is presumed 

deceased between 

1850 and 1860. 
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1860 Slave Census 

In 1860 James Rogers owned 7 slaves; his neighbor James Voight owned one. 
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From the Federal Mortality Census Schedules 1850 – 1880: The cause of Emily Rogers’ death in 1860 is 

recorded as “dropsy,” which usually refers to swelling, especially of the lower limbs, due to poor 

circulation and the water retention which is caused by congestive heart failure.  She was 55. 

 Just for the record: it seems that in 1865 James Rogers paid $1.00 tax on a carriage assessed at $262. He 

was residing  in Chuckatuck, located in the Upper Parish of Nansemond Co., VA 
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Between the 1865 tax record that we just saw and the 1870 census, below, James Rogers moved from 

Chuckatuck in the northern end of Nansemond County, near the mouth of the Nansemond River at 

Hampton Roads, to Cypress Chapel in the south end of the county, near the Great Dismal Swamp. 

Daughter Nancy Rogers and her husband John T. Voight, as well as John T. Voight’s brother James 

Voight, all made the same move around the same time.  One might wonder why. 

1870 Cypress Chapel 

Township Nansemond 

Co., James Rogers 

household: 

James Rogers is now a 59 

year old widower. 

The Civil War is over. Four 

children are living at 

home: James G., Mary F., 

Philip L. and Charles M. 

(It looks like Mary has 

shaved just a couple 

years off her age.) As the 

oldest female, she had to 

be in a mothering role to 

the younger children. 

Where did young Philip 

and Charles come from? 

Who are the young 

women Susan C. Vann 

and Catherine A. Vann?   

The two black people, Rachel Wiggins and Elbert Vann, are hired help who live in the household. 

 

It’s very possible that between 1860 and 1870 James Rogers remarried, fathered Philip and Charles with 

a younger wife and was widowed again. The Vann girls could be his stepdaughters from the second wife. 

James Rogers’ son, James G. Rogers, came back home from the Civil War as a disabled Confederate 

veteran; he lived on his father’s farm in Cypress Chapel and never married. 
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I searched for the woman who was James Rogers’ second wife, the mother of Phillip and Charlie Rogers 
as well as Susan and Catherine Vann, those girls who lived in James Rogers’ household in the 1870 
census. I came up with these interesting results: 
 

James Rogers and Mrs. Annie M. Vann (a previously 

married woman, possibly with children) were married 

in Gates County, NC, in April 1863.  

(Her daughters from her first marriage would be Susan 

Vann, born about 1860, and Catherine Vann, born 

about 1861; they were just toddlers when 

 Mrs. Annie M. Vann married James Rogers.)  

Phillip, the first son of James and Annie Rogers was 

born in Feb 1864, about 10 months after the wedding. 

 

When Annie M. Rogers, the wife of James 

Rogers, died in Nansemond County in May of 

1868, it was about a year following the birth of 

their second son Charles Rogers. Annie left 

James with four motherless children.  

It seems that Annie M. Vann Rogers was born in 

South Carolina. 

 
The girls Susan C. Vann and Catherine (“Cattie”) 
A. Vann were both married in 1879, giving the 
names of their parents as Abram and Annie 
Vann. 

 
Now I think we know the name of James Rogers’ second wife who was the mother of his two youngest 
sons - as well as the mother of his stepdaughters from that 1870 census. We also have the name of her 
first husband. Further searching for Annie and Abram Vann, however, has led to dead ends – so far. 
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1880, Cypress Magisterial District, Nansemond Co., James Rogers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1880 the 69 year old James Rogers still has four children living at home:  James G., Mary, Phillip and 

Charly range in age from 35 to 13. This is the last written record I found for James Rogers, the maternal 

grandfather of our Voight clan. He died sometime after 1880. This is also the last record that I could find 

for Mary Rogers until she is discovered as the widow Harrell, with Charles in 1910 and his son in 1920. 
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Nancy Jane Rogers had four documented full siblings and two half-brothers. Some sources list several 

more. (Those same sources also attribute the children Philip and Charles to Emily who had died in 1860, 

before they were even born. Had she still been living, Emily would have been in her late 50’s when 

Phillip and Charles were born - not likely.) 

Nancy’s brother Richard Thomas Rogers married Almira 

Savage and farmed land near his father till he died in 

1909. Richard and Almira had eight children. Richard 

Thomas and 

Almira Rogers 

are buried 

together in the 

cemetery at the 

Whaleyville 

Methodist  

Church. 

Almira’s cousin Texanna married John T. Voight’s brother 

James. See the chapter called “Kissin’ Cousins” in the Misc. 

folder on the CD to try to understand the Voight-Rogers-Savage 

family connections. 
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This assortment of 

newspaper 

clippings gives 

some history of 

the family of 

Richard T. Rogers 

through the years, 

featuring birthday 

parties and 

funerals. 
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“During the Civil War Nancy’s brother Mills Rogers, Jr. 
served in the 41st Virginia Infantry, Company I of the 
Confederate Army.  Sergeant Rogers was born June 10, 
1834[?], son of James and Milly (Emily) Smith Rogers. He 
owned 639 acres two miles east of Suffolk.  
Rogers was wounded in action at Spotsylvania in 1864, 
about a year before the end of the war. He returned to 
the Cypress Chapel area and then was engaged in farming 

most of his life in the vicinity of Chuckatuck. 
He married 1st Ellen Duke; his 2nd wife was Sarah Eliza Boyt 
(1838-1907), daughter of David and Abausha Knight Boyt 
whom he married on Dec, 18, 1882.  
Late in life he was almost blind. Mills Rogers died February 3, 
1920, and was buried in Wesley Chapel Methodist 
Churchyard.”(Source: Clarence Whitley, the Whitley Family 
Tree, Ancestry.com) 
Nancy’s and Mills’ brother James G. Rogers, the older son 
who still lived at home with his father at least till the 1880 
census, was also a veteran of the 41st Virginia Infantry. The 
Virginia 41st saw action at some of the war’s bloodiest battles 
including Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, 
Spottsylvania  and Wilderness. The Rogers brothers survived 
but not unscathed. 
In 1904, at age 61, James G. Rogers applied for a veteran’s 
pension based on total blindness related to “typhoid and 
neuralgia” contracted while in the service. Perhaps that 
explains why he never married and he continued to live at 
home long after the war. The census records show that 

James had claimed to work on the family farm in some capacity prior to his pension application. A copy 
of his pension application is among other documents about some of Nancy’s siblings on the Voight 
Family Roots CD, in the folder for Nancy Jane Rogers Family of Origin, subfolder for her siblings. The 
same folder also includes documentation for the siblings featured on the next page: James G., Mary F., 
Phillip L, and Charles M. Rogers. 
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Phillip L. Rogers married Ella Pearce and they lived on a farm in Cypress 

Chapel District. They had no children. However, James G. Rogers, the 

disabled Civil War vet who was Phillip’s twenty-one-years-older half-

brother, made his home with Phillip and Ella at the end of his life, until 

he died in 1913. James G. Rogers was buried at the Cypress Chapel 

Christian Church, as were Phillip when he died in 1943 and Ella in 1934.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles M. Rogers was a craftsman – a machinist and a wheelwright. 

He and his wife Mary had 7 children. When Charles died in 1916, he 

left his widow with the two youngest girls still at home. His elder 

sister Mary, now the widow Mary F. Harrell, was also living in their 

home. These four females - Charles’ wife,  two girls, and his sister  - 

went to live with the son James Lowder Rogers in Norfolk.  James, 

who shares a headstone with his parents at Riverside Memorial Park 

in Norfolk, worked as an “auto machinist” and supported the family.   

Mary F. Rogers Herrell probably died 

between 1920 and 1930 with no 

known children. 
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I found Hardesty’s Historical and 

Geographical Encyclopedia, Special 

Virginia Edition, published in 1885, 

in the Suffolk VA public library. The 

book has an entry for Mills Rogers 

Jr. on page 432. Mills Rogers Jr. 

was Nancy’s brother, so his great-

grandfather Mills Rogers “who 

served in the war of the 

Revolution,” was also Nancy’s 

great-grandfather, hence an direct 

ancestor of ours.  I was not able to 

find any more documentation for 

this Revolutionary soldier 

ancestor, but further searching at 

the Library of Virginia in Richmond 

might confirm his service and 

qualify Nancy’s descendents for 

the Daughters and Sons of the 

American Revolution. 
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   Detail from the “Voight window” at Great Fork Baptist Church Whaleyville, VA. 

 

There was a stained glass window in 

memory of Nancy Jane and her father 

James Rogers placed in the Great Fork 

Baptist Church circa 1911. Along with the 

other stained glass in the church, it was 

restored in 2013 The restoration of the 

Voight Window was sponsored “In 

Memory of Wallace L. Hobbs Sponsored 

by  Estelle Hobbs, Susan H., James N., 

Virginia B. & Meredith P. Burroughs.” 

 

Great Fork Baptist Church 
Whaleyville, Virginia 


