
Descendants of Johannes Adam Kean 
 

 
 
Generation 1 

 
1. Johannes Adam Kean-1. He married Barbara Dinah Arison on Abt. 1786 in New Jersey, USA.  

She was born on 1768.  
 

Child of Johannes Adam Kean and Barbara Dinah Arison is:  
 

2. i.       Joseph Shackelford Kean, B: 1809 in East Fallowfield, Crawford, Pennsylvania,  
USA, D: 28 Nov 1863; buried in Old Salem Cemetery, Mercer Co., Penn., M: 03  
Jul 1834.  

 
 
 
Generation 2 

 
2. Joseph Shackelford Kean-2(Johannes Adam Kean-1) was born on 1809 in East Fallowfield,  

Crawford, Pennsylvania, USA. His death on 28 Nov 1863 (buried in Old Salem Cemetery, Mercer   
Co., Penn.). He married Sophronia Preston on 03 Jul 1834, daughter of David Preston Sr and Affa  
Whitney. She was born on 20 Feb 1817 in Collinsville, Lewis, New York. Her death on 06 Apr  1894 in 
Hobart, Lake, Indiana, USA (“Siphronia Preston Kean [Rice] [was] the last of this large  family.”).  

 
 

Children of Joseph Shackelford Kean and Sophronia Preston are:  
 

3. i.       Samuel Axtel Kean, B: Dec 1836 in Pennsylvania, USA, D: 11 Jul 1913 in  
Evanston, Cook, Illinois, USA; buried in Rosehill Cemetery, M: 26 Apr 1871.  

 
4. ii.       Mary Kean, B: 02 Apr 1839 in East Fallowfield, Crawford, Pennsylvania, USA, D:   

1 Jan 1904 in Buchanan, Berrien, Michigan, USA; buried in Rosehill Cemetery in  
Chicago, M: 16 Sep 1860 in North Salem (Mercer Co.), PA.  

 
5. iii.      David Watson Kean, B: 28 Sep 1841 in East Fallowfield, Crawford, Pennsylvania,  

USA, D: 20 May 1917 in Buchanan, Berrien, Michigan, USA; of tuberculosis, M:   
10 Jun 1872 in Oneida, Knox, Illinois, USA.  

 
6. iv.      Joseph Marlin Kean, B: 30 Apr 1849 in Crawford, Pennsylvania, USA, D: 13 Apr  

1898 in Buchanan, Berrien, Michigan, USA, M: 01 Sep 1873 in Cook, Illinois,  
USA.  

 
 
 
Generation 3 

 
3. Samuel Axtel Kean-3(Joseph Shackelford Kean-2, Johannes Adam Kean-1) was born on Dec  1836 

in Pennsylvania, USA. His death on 11 Jul 1913 in Evanston, Cook, Illinois, USA (buried in  Rosehill 
Cemetery). He married Anna R Hatfield on 26 Apr 1871, daughter of Robert M Hatfield  and 
Elizabeth A. Her birth on Jul 1851 in New York, USA (1900 census says RI).  

 
Children of Samuel Axtel Kean and Anna R Hatfield are:  

 
i. Anna P Kean, B: 1872.  

 
8. ii.       Robert Axtel Kean, B: 1873 in Illinois, USA, D: 30 Aug 1944, M: 27 Jan 1904 in  

Marion, Indiana, USA.  
 

iii. Mary Imogene Kean, B: Nov 1878 in Illinois, USA, D: 01 Jan 1904, M: 27 Nov  



1914 in Chicago, Cook, Illinois, USA; 6530 University Ave, Chicago by Timothy  
Prescott Frost.  

 
 

iv. Gilbert Paul Kean, B: Jan 1884 in Illinois, USA, D: Sep 1963 in Orange, Florida,  
USA.  

 
4. Mary Kean-3(Joseph Shackelford Kean-2, Johannes Adam Kean-1) was born on 02 Apr 1839 in  

East Fallowfield, Crawford, Pennsylvania, USA. Her death on 01 Jan 1904 in Buchanan, Berrien,  
Michigan, USA (buried in Rosehill Cemetery in Chicago). She married J. J. C Higgins on 16 Sep  
1860 in North Salem (Mercer Co.), PA, son of James Higgins and Catherine. His birth on 26 Jul  
1839 in West Salem, Mercer, Pennsylvania, USA (1880 Evanston census says Ida's father b in  
England). He died on 20 Aug 1876 in Crawford, Clinton, Pennsylvania, USA.  

 
Children of Mary Kean and J. J. C Higgins are:  

 
8. i.       Ida Higgins, B: 29 Dec 1861 in West Salem, Mercer, Pennsylvania, USA; Mercer  Co. 

is directly south of Crawford Co., so these locations are not very far apart., D:  23 
Feb 1923 in Scales Mound, Jo Daviess, Illinois, USA, M: 30 Apr 1887 in  Hobart, 
Lake, Indiana, USA; License says Evanston, IL.  

 
ii. Ella Higgins, B: 01 May 1864 in East Fallowfield, Crawford, Pennsylvania, USA,  

D: 21 Feb 1897, M: 26 May 1887 in Hobart, Lake, Indiana, USA.  
 

iii. Lula Higgins, B: 23 Sep 1868 in East Fallowfield, Crawford, Pennsylvania, USA,  
D: Feb 1923.  

 
5. David Watson Kean-3(Joseph Shackelford Kean-2, Johannes Adam Kean-1) was born on 28 Sep  

1841 in East Fallowfield, Crawford, Pennsylvania, USA. His death on 20 May 1917 in Buchanan,  
Berrien, Michigan, USA (of tuberculosis). He married Elizabeth‘Lizzie’ Amelia Pratt on 10 Jun  1872 
in Oneida, Knox, Illinois, USA, daughter of James A Pratt and Jeannette Chittenden. She  was born 
on 11 Dec 1845 in Collinsville, Lewis, New York. Her death on 10 Apr 1921 in Normal,  McLean, 
Illinois, USA (Brokaw Hospital, burial in Oak Ridge Cemetery).  

 
Children of David Watson Kean and Elizabeth‘Lizzie’ Amelia Pratt are:  

 
9. i.       Jessie Kean, B: 09 Apr 1873 in Oneida, Knox, Illinois, USA, D: 12 Sep 1945 in  

Troy, OH, M: 23 Dec 1893 in Three Oaks, MI.  
 

ii. Mabel Kean, B: 1876 in Illinois, USA, D: 19 Mar 1883 in Rodgers Park, IL; died ,  
aged 7, in after a few hours illness.  

 
iii. Ralph David Kean, B: 29 Apr 1880 in Chicago, Cook, Illinois, USA, D: 08 Feb  

1936 in Bertrand, Berrien, Michigan, USA, M: 27 Dec 1905 in Three Oaks, MI.  
 

iv. Hugh P Kean, B: 01 Sep 1884 in Chicago, Cook, Illinois, USA, D: Nov 1975 in  
Columbia, Maury, Tennessee, USA.  

 
6. Joseph Marlin Kean-3(Joseph Shackelford Kean-2, Johannes Adam Kean-1) was born on 30 Apr  

1849 in Crawford, Pennsylvania, USA. He died on 13 Apr 1898 in Buchanan, Berrien, Michigan,  
USA. He married Florence Emma Scholes on 01 Sep 1873 in Cook, Illinois, USA, daughter of  Robert 
Marshall Scholes and Isabella Brough. She was born on 03 Jun 1855 in Montréal, Quebec,  Canada. 
She died on 30 Jun 1920 in Buchanan, Berrien, Michigan, USA. He married on 01 Sep  1873 in Cook, 
Illinois, USA (29 Aug 1873 may have been registry date).  

 
Children of Joseph Marlin Kean and Florence Emma Scholes are:  

 
 

10. i.       Frank Preston Kean, B: 02 Apr 1874 in Rodgers Park, IL, D: 24 Mar 1943 in   
Buchanan, Berrien, Michigan, USA; of a heart attack at his home at 119 Roe St,  
M: 15 Dec 1878 in New Troy, Berrien, Michigan, USA.  

 



11. ii.       Richard Marshall Kean, B: 14 Apr 1876, D: 27 Sep 1939 in Niles, Berrien,  
Michigan, USA, M: 14 Jun 1899 in Buchanan, Berrien, Michigan, USA.  

 
12. iii.      Gertrude Emma Kean, B: 07 Jan 1881, D: 04 Jul 1974, M: 07 Feb 1900.  

 
13. iv.      Edna Annis Kean, B: 07 Aug 1887 in Rodgers Park, IL, D: 02 Jan 1982 in  Buchanan, 

Berrien, Michigan, USA, M: 09 Jul 1913 in Rensselaer, IN; by the Rev.  Robert G. 
Armstrong.  

 
 
 
Generation 4 

 
7. Robert Axtel Kean-4(Samuel Axtel Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford Kean-2, Johannes Adam Kean-1)  

was born on 1873 in Illinois, USA. He died on 30 Aug 1944. He married Georgia Edna Trueblood  on 
27 Jan 1904 in Marion, Indiana, USA, daughter of Hezekiah L. Trueblood and Sarah E.  
Tibbets. She was born on 15 Jan 1877 in Indiana, USA.  Children 

of Robert Axtel Kean and Georgia Edna Trueblood are:  
 

i. Katherine Kean, B: 18 Nov 1904 in Illinois, USA, D: May 1984 in Cook, Illinois,  
USA.  

 
ii. Phyllis V Kean, B: 1906 in Illinois, USA.  

 
iii. Gladys Kean, B: 1908 in Illinois, USA.  

 
iv. Mary E Kean, B: 1911 in Illinois, USA.  

 
8. Ida Higgins-4(Mary Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford Kean-2, Johannes Adam Kean-1) birth on 29 Dec  

1861 in West Salem, Mercer, Pennsylvania, USA (Mercer Co. is directly south of Crawford Co., so  
these locations are not very far apart.). She died on 23 Feb 1923 in Scales Mound, Jo Daviess,   
Illinois, USA. She married Edward Jacob Rose on 30 Apr 1887 in Hobart, Lake, Indiana, USA  
(License says Evanston, IL). He was born on 05 Mar 1861 in Sayre, Ohio. His death on 22 May  1947  
in Chicago, Cook, Illinois, USA (Wesley Memorial hospital).  

 
Child of Ida Higgins and Edward Jacob Rose is:  

 
i. Raymond A Rose, B: May 1895.  

 
9. Jessie Kean-4(David Watson Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford Kean-2, Johannes Adam Kean-1) was  

born on 09 Apr 1873 in Oneida, Knox, Illinois, USA. She died on 12 Sep 1945 in Troy, OH. She  
married Franklane Lorraine Sewell on 23 Dec 1893 in Three Oaks, MI, son of Alfred L Sewell and  
Sara Lane. He was born on 08 Sep 1866 in Evanston, Cook, Illinois, USA. His death on 06 Jan  1948 
in Piqua, Miami, Ohio, USA (at daughter Ruth's home at 215 E High Street).  

 
Children of Jessie Kean and Franklane Lorraine Sewell are:  

 
14. i.       Ralph Lorraine Sewell, B: Jan 1895 in Michigan, USA.  

 
15. ii.       Ruth Marguerite Sewell, B: Oct 1897 in Michigan, USA.  

 
 

16. iii.      Sara Elizabeth Sewell, B: 1908 in Michigan, USA.  
 
10. Frank Preston Kean-4(Joseph Marlin Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford Kean-2, Johannes Adam  

Kean-1) was born on 02 Apr 1874 in Rodgers Park, IL. His death on 24 Mar 1943 in Buchanan,  
Berrien, Michigan, USA (of a heart attack at his home at 119 Roe St). He married Myrtle (Lillie)  
Roseborough on 15 Dec 1878 in New Troy, Berrien, Michigan, USA, daughter of William J.  
Rosebrough and Lucretia Orendorff. She was born on 1878 in Xenia, Greene, Ohio, USA. She  
died on 03 Sep 1966 in Grand Rapids, Kent, Michigan, USA.  



 
Children of Frank Preston Kean and Myrtle (Lillie) Roseborough are:  

 
17. i.       Florence M Kean, B: 28 Mar 1899 in Buchanan, Berrien, Michigan, USA, D: 1967,  M: 

22 Jun 1919.  
 

18. ii.       M. Bernice Kean, B: 21 Aug 1901 in Buchanan, Berrien, Michigan, USA, D: 02 Jul  
1988 in Florida, USA.  

 
11. Richard Marshall Kean-4(Joseph Marlin Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford Kean-2, Johannes Adam  Kean-

1) was born on 14 Apr 1876. He died on 27 Sep 1939 in Niles, Berrien, Michigan, USA. He  married 
Caroline Almira “Carrie” Smith on 14 Jun 1899 in Buchanan, Berrien, Michigan, USA. She  was born 
on 31 Jan 1883. She died on 29 Nov 1965.  

 
Children of Richard Marshall Kean and Caroline Almira “Carrie” Smith are:  

 
19. i.       Richard Marlin Kean, B: 12 Feb 1901, D: 17 Apr 1992.  

 
20. ii.       Carolyn Mary Kean, B: 29 Jan 1906, D: 08 Oct 1986, M: 29 Sep 1922.  

 
21. iii.      Helen Marie Kean, B: 17 Mar 1912 in Lakota, Michigan; which is in Van Buren  

Co., just east of South Haven, D: 10 Sep 1993 in Pueblo, CO; buried in Oak  
Ridge Cemetery in Buchanan.  

 
12. Gertrude Emma Kean-4(Joseph Marlin Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford Kean-2, Johannes Adam  Kean-

1) was born on 07 Jan 1881. She died on 04 Jul 1974. She married Harry W“Skeet” Rough  on 07 
Feb 1900, son of Solomon H Rough and Catherine Myler. He was born on 24 May 1873 in  Bertrand, 
Berrien, Michigan, USA. He died on 22 Jun 1943 in South Bend. She married William E.  Stokes Sr 
on 08 May 1914 in Sidney, Richland, Montana, USA.  , son of William L Stokes and  Emma 
Hallingstad. He was born on 08 Nov 1892 in Sparta, Monroe, Wisconsin, USA. He died on  1978.  

 
 

Child of Gertrude Emma Kean and William E. Stokes Sr is:  
 

22. i.       William E. Stokes Jr, B: 01 Dec 1917 in Glendive, Dawson, Montana, USA, D: 03  Feb 
1966 in Miles City, Custer, Montana, USA, M: 25 Aug 1941 in Sidney,  Richland, 
Montana, USA; or Pasco, WA.  

 
13. Edna Annis Kean-4(Joseph Marlin Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford Kean-2, Johannes Adam Kean-1)  

was born on 07 Aug 1887 in Rodgers Park, IL. She died on 02 Jan 1982 in Buchanan, Berrien,  
Michigan, USA. She married Frank Hammond Miller on 09 Jul 1913 in Rensselaer, IN (by the Rev.  
Robert G. Armstrong), son of William P Miller and Amanda. He was born on 09 Feb 1886 in  
Buchanan, Berrien, Michigan, USA. He died on 03 Jan 1962 in Buchanan, Berrien, Michigan,  USA.  

 
 

Children of Edna Annis Kean and Frank Hammond Miller are:  
 

23. i.       Mildred 'Millie' Louise Miller, B: 1919, D: 1994, M: 07 Aug 1943.  
 

24. ii.       (Gertrude) Eleanor Miller, B: Feb 1918.  
 

 
 
Generation 5 

 
14. Ralph Lorraine Sewell-5(Jessie Kean-4, David Watson Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford Kean-2,  

Johannes Adam Kean-1) was born on Jan 1895 in Michigan, USA. He married Mabel Madison.  
 

Children of Ralph Lorraine Sewell and Mabel Madison are: 
 
25 I Lorraine Sewell 



 
26 ii Coralane Sewell 
 
27 iii David Sewell 

 
15. Ruth Marguerite Sewell-5(Jessie Kean-4, David Watson Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford Kean-2,  

Johannes Adam Kean-1) was born on Oct 1897 in Michigan, USA. She married Colin Graham.  
 

Child of Ruth Marguerite Sewell and Colin Graham is:  
 
 30 I Jean Graham 

Child of Ruth Marguerite Sewell and Almer H Harrington is:  28.      

31 i  Marguerite Ruth Harrington 
 
16. Sara Elizabeth Sewell-5(Jessie Kean-4, David Watson Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford Kean-2,  

Johannes Adam Kean-1) was born on 1908 in Michigan, USA. She married Don Curtis.  
 

Children of Sara Elizabeth Sewell and Don Curtis are:  
 

i. Eleanor Curtis.  
 

ii. David Curtis.  
 

iii. Ruth Curtis.  

 
Child of Sara Elizabeth Sewell and George Davies is:  

i. Vickie Davies.  
 
17. Florence M Kean-5(Frank Preston Kean-4, Joseph Marlin Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford Kean-2,  

Johannes Adam Kean-1) was born on 28 Mar 1899 in Buchanan, Berrien, Michigan, USA. She  died 
on 1967. She married Elmo Phillips on 22 Jun 1919. He was born on 09 Oct 1896.  

 
Children of Florence M Kean and Elmo Phillips are:  

 
i. Jack Phillips, B: 16 Mar 1921.  

 
ii. Elaine Phillips, B: 11 Sep 1923.  

 
 
18. M. Bernice Kean-5(Frank Preston Kean-4, Joseph Marlin Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford Kean-2,  

Johannes Adam Kean-1) was born on 21 Aug 1901 in Buchanan, Berrien, Michigan, USA. She  
died on 02 Jul 1988 in Florida, USA. She married Clarence Lester Miller, son of Edwin L. Miller  and 
Margaret E. His birth on 06 Jan 1897 in Indiana, USA (of Portage Prairie, Bertrand Twp). He  died 
on 01 Jul 1973.  

 
Children of M. Bernice Kean and Clarence Lester Miller are:  

 
29 i.       Clarence Miller Jr, B: 11 Aug 1925, D: 1966.  

 
30 ii.       Carlton Kean Miller, B: 01 Jul 1929 in Rogers Park, IL.  

 
19. Richard Marlin Kean-5(Richard Marshall Kean-4, Joseph Marlin Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford  Kean-

2, Johannes Adam Kean-1) was born on 12 Feb 1901. He died on 17 Apr 1992. He married  Bernice 
Rupert, daughter of Clifford Rupert and Gertrude N. She was born on 1905. She died on  
11 Dec 1979.  

 
Child of Richard Marlin Kean and Bernice Rupert is:  

i. Marlene Y. Kean, B: 14 Nov 1933 in Berrien, Berrien, Michigan, USA, D: 12 Aug  



2009 in Foley, Baldwin, Alabama, USA.  
 
20. Carolyn Mary Kean-5(Richard Marshall Kean-4, Joseph Marlin Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford  Kean-

2, Johannes Adam Kean-1) was born on 29 Jan 1906. She died on 08 Oct 1986. She  married 
Ernest William Snodgrass on 29 Sep 1922, son of Ernest Edgar Snodgrass and Ottie D.  His birth 
on 15 May 1904 in Hinchman, MI (Hinchman is in Oronoko Twp., Berrien Co.). He died  on 1986.  

 
 

Children of Carolyn Mary Kean and Ernest William Snodgrass are:  
 

i. Bill Snodgrass.  
 

ii. George Snodgrass.  
 

31.      iii.      Lela Snodgrass. 
 

iv. Richard ‘Dick’ Snodgrass.  
 
21. Helen Marie Kean-5(Richard Marshall Kean-4, Joseph Marlin Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford  Kean-2, 

Johannes Adam Kean-1) birth on 17 Mar 1912 in Lakota, Michigan (which is in Van Buren  Co., just 
east of South Haven). Her death on 10 Sep 1993 in Pueblo, CO (buried in Oak Ridge  Cemetery in 
Buchanan). She married Arthur H. Seilheimer. He was born on 11 Oct 1911. His  death on 08 Dec 
1993 in Pueblo, CO (buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery in Buchanan).  

 
Children of Helen Marie Kean and Arthur H. Seilheimer are:  

 
i. Jack Seilheimer.  

 
ii. Bob Seilheimer.  

 
iii. Jayne Seilheimer.  

 
 
 
22. William E. Stokes Jr-5(Gertrude Emma Kean-4, Joseph Marlin Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford  Kean-2, 

Johannes Adam Kean-1) was born on 01 Dec 1917 in Glendive, Dawson, Montana, USA.  He died on 
03 Feb 1966 in Miles City, Custer, Montana, USA. He married Marian Higbie on 25  Aug 1941 in 
Sidney, Richland, Montana, USA (or Pasco, WA).  

 
23. Mildred 'Millie' Louise Miller-5(Edna Annis Kean-4, Joseph Marlin Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford  

Kean-2, Johannes Adam Kean-1) was born on 1919. She died on 1994. She married George W.   
Nespital on 07 Aug 1943.  

 
24.  (Gertrude) Eleanor Miller-5(Edna Annis Kean-4, Joseph Marlin Kean-3, Joseph Shackelford  

Kean-2, Johannes Adam Kean-1) was born on Feb 1918. She married Don F. Brown on 21 Oct 
1941. He was  born in Porter Twp., Van Buren Co., Michigan USA.  

 
 
 
Generation 6 

 
25. Lorraine Sewell-6(Ralph Lorraine Sewell-5, Jessie Kean-4, David Watson Kean-3, Joseph  

Shackelford Kean-2, Johannes Adam Kean-1). She married William Sharpe.  
 
 
26. Coralane Sewell-6(Ralph Lorraine Sewell-5, Jessie Kean-4, David Watson Kean-3, Joseph  

Shackelford Kean-2, Johannes Adam Kean-1). She married E. William Frank.  
 
27. Marguerite Ruth Harrington-6(Ruth Marguerite Sewell-5, Jessie Kean-4, David Watson Kean-3,  

Joseph Shackelford Kean-2, Johannes Adam Kean-1). She married Rex Wilson.  



 
 
28. Clarence Miller Jr-6(M. Bernice Kean-5, Frank Preston Kean-4, Joseph Marlin Kean-3, Joseph  

Shackelford Kean-2, Johannes Adam Kean-1) was born on 11 Aug 1925. He died on 1966. He  
married Virginia. She died on 26 Aug 1986 in Bozeman, Gallatin, Montana, USA.  

 
i.   


